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I’m fixated on Jacob, my best friend, and I just can’t tear my gaze away. Jacob offered me a job a few months ago after my father appointed him to a managerial role in our family business. My father wasn’t thrilled about Jacob and me working together; he’s never fully approved of our friendship. But Jacob and I have been inseparable for years, and that’s precisely what bothers my father. He respects Jacob’s competence for the business but doesn’t see him as a suitable match for his daughter. Yet, we’re supposedly just friends, though if I’m brutally honest, my feelings have shifted. I know it’s against my father’s wishes, but I yearn for more than friendship with Jacob—I want him to be more than just my best friend. Despite being twenty and him twenty-five, I can’t stop myself from obsessing over him.

Since Jacob brought me into the landscaping division, he runs from my father’s home, I find myself stealing furtive glances at him—seizing any opportunity to brush up against him as we design gardens for clients. As we sit and draw out designs, I let my fingers linger against his, while my eyes drink in his striking good looks. Jacob exudes an irresistible allure in his form-fitting jeans and T-shirts that cling to his muscular build. His thick dark hair, chiselled jawline, and intense, brooding stare make it impossible for me to look away.
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