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Introduction

This book is designed to support your understanding of the key themes, events, and people significant to Modern Europe between 1774 and 1924, specifically in France, Germany, and Russia. Cambridge International AS Level History (syllabus code 9489 or 9981) offers an education in understanding the changes that characterised the period. The book has been endorsed by Cambridge Assessment International Education and is listed as an endorsed textbook for students studying the syllabus.

This introduction gives you an overview of:


	●  the content you will study for the European Option: Modern Europe 1774–1924


	●  the structure of the syllabus


	●  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.




1 What you will study

From 1774 to 1924, Europe went through a period of great change. In France, the old political system was overthrown in a revolution, followed by years of war. In the nineteenth century, the map of Europe and the balance of power changed, especially with the rise of Germany as a nation-state. In the twentieth century, Russia saw the Tsarist government overthrown and replaced by the world’s first communist government under Lenin and his Bolshevik party. These changes altered the borders and future of Europe.

This book covers the following topics post-1750:


	●  Chapter 1 examines the causes of the French Revolution and how it developed, and also how Napoleon was able to emerge and establish his empire.


	●  Chapter 2 traces the growth of liberalism and nationalism in Germany between the years 1815 and 1871. This covers the attempts to unite states and how this eventually led to a powerful and united Germany.


	●  Chapter 3 covers the overthrow of the tsar, a series of revolutions, and how Lenin and the Bolshevik Party eventually built a Soviet system.




2 Structure of the syllabus

The information in this section is based on the Cambridge International Education syllabus. You should always refer to the appropriate syllabus document for the year of examination to confirm the details and for more information. The syllabus document is available on the website: www.cambridgeinternational.org.

Cambridge International AS Level History will be assessed through two papers: a Historical Sources Paper and an Outline Study.


	●  Paper 1: For Paper 1, you need to answer one two-part document question on one of the options given. You will need to answer both parts of the question you choose. This counts for 40 per cent of the AS Level.


	●  Paper 2: For Paper 2, you need to answer two two-part questions from three of the options given. You must answer both parts of each question you choose. This counts for 60 per cent of the AS Level.




These topics rotate year-on-year. One topic is assessed on Paper 1, and the two remaining topics are assessed on Paper 2.

Assessment questions

For Paper 1, there will be two parts to each question. For part (A) you will be expected to compare two sources on one aspect of the material. For part (B) you will be expected to use all the sources and your knowledge of the period to address how far the sources support a given statement.

For Paper 2, you will select two questions from the options on Europe 1774–1924. There will be two parts to each question. Part (A) requires an explanation of causes, and part (B) requires you to consider and weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors. You will need to answer both parts of each question you choose.

Key concepts

The syllabus also focuses on developing your understanding of a number of key concepts, and these are also reflected in the nature of the questions set in the examination. The key concepts for AS History are as follows:

[image: ] Cause and consequence

The events, circumstances, actions, and beliefs that have a direct causal connection to consequential events and developments, circumstances, actions, or beliefs. Causes can be both human and non-human.

[image: ] Change and continuity

The patterns, processes, and interplay of change and continuity within a given time frame.

[image: ] Similarity and difference

The patterns of similarity and difference that exist between people, lived experiences, events, and situations in the past.

[image: ] Significance

The importance attached to an event, individual, or entity in the past, whether at the time or subsequent to it. Historical significance is a constructed label that is dependent upon the perspective (context, values, interests, and concerns) of the person ascribing significance and is therefore changeable.

The icons above appear next to questions to show where key concepts are being tested and what they are.

Command words

When choosing the two essay questions, keep in mind that it is vital to answer the actual question that has been asked, not the one that you might have hoped for. A key to doing well is understanding the demands of the question. Cambridge International AS Level History uses key terms and phrases known as command words. The command words are listed below:








	
Command word


	
What it means







	
Compare


	
Identify similarities and differences, and support your choice with relevant evidence.





	
Explain


	
Set out how and why something happens, supported with relevant evidence.







Questions may also use phrases such as these:


	●  How far do you agree?


	●  To what extent?




Answering assessment questions

It is important that you organize your time well during an assessment. In other words, do not spend too long on one question and leave yourself short of time Before you begin a question, take a few minutes to draw up a brief plan of the major points you want to make and your argument. You can then tick them off as you make them. This is not a waste of time as it will help you produce a coherent and well-argued answer. Well-organized responses with well supported arguments and a conclusion will score more highly than responses that lack coherence and jump from point to point.

Whoever reads your answers will focus on what you have done right, rather than what you have done wrong.

Answering source questions

For questions that ask you to compare two sources, you should be able to:


	●  make a developed comparison of the two sources


	●  identify both similarities and differences in the evidence that the two sources provide about a particular issue


	●  use contextual knowledge and source evaluation to explain the similarities and differences.




For questions that ask you to analyse more than two sources, you should be able to:


	●  identify whether the sources support or challenge the statement in the question


	●  use source content to explain how each source supports or challenges the statement


	●  use your contextual knowledge to help you understand and analyze the sources


	●  recognize nuance in the sources where appropriate.




A well-written answer for a source question should:


	●  evaluate the sources to reach a supported judgment as to how far the sources support the statement.




If you are writing a timed essay about sources where you cannot choose a question to answer, you may find it helpful to:


	●  spend ten minutes reading the sources carefully


	●  identify the key terms and phrases in the question so that you remain focused on the actual question


	●  underline any quotations you will use to support your arguments.




Answering essay questions

For questions that ask you to explain causes, you should be able to:


	●  consider two or three relevant causes and explain how they were factors


	●  support each cause with relevant and accurate evidence


	●  make links between the factors.




For analytical essay questions, you should be able to:


	●  consider a range of different issues and analyze each


	●  use a balanced argument throughout


	●  support your argument with relevant and accurate evidence


	●  reach a relevant and supported judgment which answers the question.




Your essays should include an introduction that sets out your main points. Do not waste time copying out the question, but do define any key terms that are in the question. The strongest essays will show awareness of different possible approaches to the question. You will need to write an in-depth analysis of your main points in several paragraphs, providing detailed and accurate information to support them. Each paragraph should focus on one of your main points and be directly related to the question. Finally, you should write a concluding paragraph. All of these skills are developed throughout the book in the Study skills section at the end of each chapter.

If you need to choose multiple questions to answer:


	●  Circle the two questions you intend to answer.


	●  Identify the command terms, and key words and phrases so you remain focused on them.






3 About this book

Coverage of the course content

This book addresses the key areas listed in the Cambridge International syllabus. The content follows closely the layout and sequence of the Cambridge syllabus, with a chapter representing each topic. Each chapter starts with an introduction outlining the key questions that it addresses. Each key question is accompanied by content that you are expected to understand and use when addressing the key question. Throughout the chapters, you will find the following features to aid your study of the course content.

Key terms

Key terms are the important terms you need to know to gain an understanding of the period. These are highlighted in the text the first time they appear in the book and are defined in the margin. They also appear in the glossary at the end of the book.

Key figures and profiles

Key figures highlight important individuals and can be found in the margin. Some chapters contain profiles that offer more information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.

Sources

Throughout the book, you will encounter both written and visual sources. Historical sources are important components in understanding more fully why specific decisions were taken and on what contemporary leaders based their actions. They also help to explain both causes and consequences of past developments. The sources are accompanied by questions to help you dig deeper into the history of Modern Europe, 1774–1924. To help with analysing the sources, think about the message of the sources, their purpose, and their usefulness for a particular line of enquiry. The questions that accompany the source will help you with this.

Extension boxes

Occasional extension boxes will include a variety of additional information that goes beyond the syllabus to help further your understanding of the topic.

Key debates

Within each key question of the syllabus, a key debate summarizes different historical views and opinions of events and individuals.

Activities

Activities and tasks throughout the book will help you develop conceptual understanding and consolidate knowledge.

Summary diagrams

At the end of each section is a summary diagram that gives a visual summary of the content of the section. It is intended as an aid for revision. Try copying the diagram into your own set of notes and, using information from the chapter, provide precise examples to develop each point. This will help build your knowledge of the issues that relate to the key question.



Chapter summaries

At the end of each chapter is a short summary of the content of that chapter. This is intended to help you consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.

Refresher questions

Questions at the end of each chapter will serve as a useful tool to test your knowledge of what you have read. These will serve as prompts and show you where you have gaps in your knowledge and understanding.

Study skills

At the end of each chapter, you will find guidance on how to approach both writing a successful essay and also how to evaluate sources. These pages feature the kinds of questions you may come across in assessment. There is also analysis of, and comment on, sample answers. These are not full responses to the questions. We have written them to help you see what part of good answer might look like.

End of the book

The book concludes with the following sections.

Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.

Further reading

This contains a list of books that may help you with further independent research. At this level of study, it is important to read around the subject and not just rely solely on the content of this textbook. The further reading section will help you with this.






Overview

This course is designed to develop an understanding of the key events of Modern Europe from 1774 to 1924 and the nature of the significant changes that shaped the continent and its people over this period.

This time period is sometimes described as Europe’s “long nineteenth century” by historians. Historians have grouped together major developments as a specific set of changes, which are not confined to one century, but stretch across a whole era. This was a time of dramatic change from much of the past for many European people. This included political, social, religious, economic, cultural, and intellectual changes which affected everyone, sometimes in violent and destructive ways. This transformed Europe with new political cultures, new industries, and new ideas, which formed and fragmented nations.

At the beginning of this course, we look at the old ways of French society, known as the Ancien Régime, where people lived in strict social orders for centuries. During the Early Modern period, monarchies and autocratic societies were common. However, Modern Europe is characterised by revolutionary changes which led to the creation of new nations, new political systems, and widespread political movements among the people. These political movements challenged the way society had worked for centuries as people sought to find the best new systems. Rapid industrialisation redefined the relationship between worker and employer, increasing inequality.

These changes happened in different ways and at different speeds across Europe. As the nineteenth century went on, European nations became more united than ever before. Many things such as culture, industry, and scientific progress brought a common European feeling. Modern European nations had had many shared features, institutions, and structures. However, there were still deep divisions, resentments, and disagreements about ideas and territories, which would affect the whole continent in the twentieth century.

This course will cover the causes, sequence, and effects of these events as independent topics that provide an overall chronology to structure both knowledge and understanding of the development of Modern Europe.

France, 1774–1814

We will start by examining how France developed into a Modern European nation. Like many European countries in the eighteenth century, France was ruled by a king who held total power. A growing population, changes to how the Church worked in French society, social class divisions, and regional differences made it increasingly difficult to rule this way. Additionally, France’s involvement in long and expensive wars made things harder for the government. This course starts in 1774 and describes the lives of different classes of people, including urban workers, craftsmen, peasants, the aristocracy, and a growing middle class of professionals. By looking at key events, we will identify the causes of significant political change in France.

France is an excellent case study to understand the pressures for change and the call for improvements to existing structures in eighteenth-century Europe. Enlightenment thinking, commercialisation, and scientific advances all challenged established ideas, institutions, and social structures. However, in the case of France, these reformist ideas became instrumental in revolutionary thinking because of the problems and policies pursued by the French government, which reached a crisis point by 1789.

The rapid pace of revolutionary events in France had vicious and violent consequences. In a very short time, the lack of consensus about how France should be governed led to extreme political instability, culminating in the “Reign of Terror”. In an attempt to restore stability, a new government led by a committee called the Directory was set up. The Directors ruled France from 1796 to 1799. However, overwhelmed by problems of war, economic crisis, and political unrest, the government was overthrown by a coup led by a successful general, Napoleon Bonaparte. His adoption of the role of “First Consul” eventually led to his seizure of power as Emperor of France. Despite the promise of revolution, mass participation, and the development of revolutionary ideas proposing ‘liberté, égalité, fraternité’, by 1800 France was again ruled by an authoritarian elite.

In this course, the causes and consequences of these events will be examined, together with investigating the role of significant individuals and important groups. The similarities and differences between people and their ideas, and the significance of old loyalties and new thinking will be studied.

To help you understand how “Modern Europe” was formed, this course also covers the end of the Napoleonic Wars and up to German Unification in 1871. This links the first part about France to the rise of Germany, showing how Napoleon’s French Empire influenced German territories. This included political, social, and legal changes. The French invasion also caused a strong reaction in Germany. Despite the region’s diversity, the influence of French ideas helped Germany to form a sense of Volksgeist or “the spirit of the people”, based on shared heritage and language. This developed into the first ideas of a “German nation” and nationalism.

These topics are also linked as there was a reaction to the revolutionary era in France, which was one of anxiety and concern. Many of the other European countries had been shocked and appalled by the revolutionary events in France and were keen to ensure political and social stability in their own countries. The old ruling families wanted to retain their power. There was intense suspicion of new “liberal” ideas of “liberty” and “equality,” which could destabilize their own countries, politically and economically.

Liberalism and nationalism in Germany, 1815–71

Germany was not a single country in 1815. Instead, it was a confederation (group of states) which had evolved over time from the medieval and Early Modern period, when it was part of the Holy Roman Empire. This empire was made up of kingdoms, duchies, principalities, and city-states which had many differences but also shared some similarities, such as a common language. After the Battle of Leipzig and the defeat of Napoleon, there was a settlement called the Congress of Vienna. The objective of this Congress was to create new boundaries in Europe and address key issues affecting the constitutional order. The main idea was to create a balance of power in Europe to maintain peace. However, it was also a conservative effort to eliminate liberal and revolutionary ideas and to preserve the traditional monarchies. After the Congress of Vienna, 39 predominantly German-speaking states formed an association called the German Confederation.

Emerging ideas at this time included the idea of nationalism. Nationalists believed that the separate German states should unify, based on their shared language and culture. However, at first this was a minority view, as most ordinary people felt far more loyal to their own region, with specific dialects, traditions, and customs. Additionally, there was little religious or economic unity. There were also emerging ideas linked to those which had emerged in France, which argued for liberal principles for the people, including the freedom to criticize the government in the press, and to hold political meetings and festivals. More democratic ideas, based on sovereignty of the people, started to emerge.

These emerging ideas of liberalism, democracy, socialism, and nationalism led to the German revolutions of 1848–49, which aimed to transform the Confederation into a unified Germany – a federal state with a liberal constitution. Although they were initially successful, the revolutions failed because of internal divisions and the ability of the old rulers to retain the loyalty of their armies. The experience of 1848–49 also led conservatives such as Bismarck to seek the opportunity of Prussian supremacy and an end to the domination of Austria in the region. The ideas of Bismarck were underpinned by the belief that economic strength and military action were the key to Prussia’s development. Bismarck’s role will be covered in depth when studying this course, assessing his aims, objectives, ideas, and strategies.

The end of the Germany section of the course covers the hugely significant changes that led to the emergence of a united Germany by 1871 and the considerable concerns of its immediate neighbours. Strategic diplomacy, military victories, and economic strength all combined to transform the previously fragmented region into a major European power. This set the stage for Germany’s significant role in subsequent European and world history.

The unification of Germany in 1871 had profound and far-reaching consequences, both within Germany and internationally. The emergence of a powerful and unified Germany significantly altered the balance of power in Europe and led to increased rivalries and colonial contention with France, which had been defeated in the Franco-Prussian War. This rivalry contributed to a complex web of alliances and tensions that eventually led to the First World War. However, the arrival of a strong and united Germany also put considerable pressure on the Russian Empire to the east. Germany’s geographical proximity and economic superiority influenced Russia’s economic strategies, most especially with trade in Eastern Europe. Politically, the rise of Germany as a nation-state inspired nationalist movements within the Russian Empire, particularly among minority ethnic groups. Russia’s Tsarist regime was oppressive and resistant to reform but recognised the need for fresh alliances to protect Russian territory and the Tsarist autocratic system. This exterior threat, combined with the rise of Japan as an imperial power on its eastern borders, posed a challenge for the Russian authorities, who were already dealing with internal pressures and demands for reform.

Russia from autocracy to revolution, 1881–1924

Our final topic therefore focuses on developments within Russia as the state changed through a sequence of revolutions from a Tsarist autocracy to the establishment of a communist state. It will consider how and why revolutionary events developed in Russia and why the old regime was unable to prevent its own demise. A vast empire with uneven development, Russia in 1881 was a volatile state with many emerging challenges.

This course looks at Tsardom and the challenges to the autocratic state from 1881 to 1894. It covers how Tsar Alexander III and his key advisors responded to political, economic, and social issues, as well as the rise of new ideas that challenged Tsarism. It also examines how revolutionary thinking and new economic ideas affected the old structures of Tsarist autocracy, which was put under pressure to make changes. The tension between revolution and reform in 1905 is explored, along with the factors that increased pressure on Tsar Nicholas II. The course also covers why the Tsar abdicated in February 1917 and how a Provisional Government tried to reform Russia.

The next sections then look at the causes of further revolutionary change and the reasons why revolutionaries were able to seize power in 1917. Key events, significant individuals, and new concepts and ideologies which became agents of change, are investigated in a structured approach to understanding the reasons for the transformation of Russia by 1924.







1  France, 1774–1814


Introduction

This chapter looks at why revolution broke out in France in 1789. It considers the nature and problems of the French state before 1789 (the Ancien Régime) and how these were transformed by the events from 1789 to 1792, when the French monarchy was eventually overthrown after attempts to share power between the king and an elected assembly failed. It explains why there was so much political instability in the period 1790–95 and why the revolution became more extreme. The rise to power of Napoleon Bonaparte in 1799 is considered, as well as the changes that he brought to France, firstly as Consul and then as Emperor. There is also explanation of Napoleon’s fall from power. You should consider the following questions throughout this chapter:


	►  What were the causes and immediate consequences of the 1789 Revolution?


	►  How and why did France become a republic by 1792?


	►  How well was France governed in the period 1793–99?


	►  What caused the rise and fall of Napoleon Bonaparte?







KEY DATES




	1774
	
	Louis XVI comes to the throne



	1787
	
	Assembly of Notables to discuss financial problems



	1789
	May
	Estates General meets



	1789
	20 June
	Tennis Court Oath



	1789
	14 July
	Storming of the Bastille



	1789
	
	October Days



	1791
	
	Flight to Varennes by Louis XVI



	1792
	
	War with Austria and Prussia (start of War of the First Coalition)



	1793
	
	Execution of Louis XVI



	1793
	
	Terror



	1794
	
	Coup of Thermidor



	1795
	
	Directory



	1798
	
	Start of the War of the Second Coalition



	1799
	
	Coup of Brumaire; Napoleon takes power



	1802
	
	Concordat with Papacy



	1804
	
	Civil Code



	1804
	
	Napoleon becomes Emperor



	1805
	
	War of Third Coalition



	1808
	
	Peninsular War



	1812
	
	Napoleon invades Russia



	1814
	
	Napoleon abdicates



	1815
	
	Hundred Days



	1821
	
	Napoleon dies on St. Helena








1 What were the causes and immediate consequences of the 1789 Revolution?

The French Revolution had long-term and short-term causes. It was brought about by resentments in French society about inequality and privilege. These were reinforced by the writings of the Enlightenment and, more directly, by economic distress. In the short term, it was brought about by the monarchy’s failure to solve a growing financial crisis and by Louis XVI’s inability to manage the process of reform and rising political demands. The consequences of the events of 1789 were, in the short term, to bring about shared power by the king and an elected assembly, but in the longer term to establish a republic and the abolition of the monarchy. This brought war and the rise of a military leader who declared himself Emperor in 1804.


KEY TERM

Enlightenment This is the name given to the growth of scholarly and intellectual writing on many aspects of philosophy, science, the arts, economics, government, religion, and politics in the eighteenth century. These writings often questioned established religion, the monarchy, and social inequality, and were seen as a major cause of revolution.




LOUIS XVI


[image: Portrait of Louis XVI]

Louis XVI was the grandson of Louis XV. As his father had died in 1765, Louis came to the throne when his grandfather died in 1774. Personally kind, he was not dynamic or decisive. He was interested in many new ideas, particularly those connected to naval matters. However, he was unable to deal effectively with the growing financial problems, and he did not support ministers who wanted to make changes. He accepted advice to go to war against Britain in 1778, which made the situation worse. He eventually agreed to summon the Estates General, the equivalent of a parliament, which had not met since 1614, but then was unable to control it. Historians’ views about Louis XVI are divided. Some argue that he was indecisive, stubborn, and unintelligent. Others believe he was a well-intentioned but unfortunate ruler, at a time of great change.

Most historians, however, do agree that because he shifted between support for change and a desire to use force to prevent it, he allowed events to get out of control. His position became increasingly dangerous after he was forced to live in the centre of Paris, not his palace at Versailles, by popular action in October 1789. He unwisely attempted to flee in June 1791 and reluctantly became a constitutional monarch. He unwisely supported a war policy in 1792 and was blamed for the French failures. Louis was overthrown as king in August 1792 and was executed in January 1793.



The Ancien Régime and pressure for change

The term ‘Ancien Régime’ refers to the rule of the French monarchs before the revolution of 1789.


KEY TERM

Ancien Régime This was the term that was used in the revolutionary period in France from 1789 to describe the old type of political system. It was a term used to show disrespect for the old French monarchy.



Absolute monarchy and the structure of government

The monarchy in 1774 was hereditary, and in theory it was “absolute.” That meant that, apart from God, there was no authority above the king. The king therefore controlled everything. In the seventeenth century, the king’s power had increased under “the Sun King,” Louis XIV (1661–1715). One saying attributed to him was “L’état, c’est moi” – “I am the state.” He appointed ministers; he issued edicts or laws; he decided on war and foreign policy. In practice he controlled the Church. There was no elected parliament, and there were no political parties. It was treason to oppose royal policy, and there was censorship of publications.

There were assemblies known as “parlements,” but these were courts of law, whose members acted as judges. They had to officially record royal edicts to turn them into laws. Opposition might come if the judge thought that a new edict clashed with previous royal laws. However, this could be overridden by a special ceremony called a “lit de justice,” where the king appeared and declared that an edict was in fact legal. The highest of these courts was the Parlement de Paris – consisting of eminent lawyers and officials but not elected like a modern parliament. There were also provincial parlements. They played no part in actual government. There was a Council of State entirely chosen by the king. There was little in the way of a modern cabinet of ministers; mostly, each minister saw the king separately. The most important post was the Controller General of Finance.

Local government of the royal provinces was conducted by an official called an Intendant, appointed by the king. These professional administrators were powerful but did not have a large body of officials by modern standards. Taxes were not collected by state officials but by private individuals or groups. They bought the right to collect taxes on behalf of the king and were known as “Tax Farmers.”

The last time that France had had any sort of elected assembly had been in 1614. After 1302, there had been a body called the Estates General. This was elected by France’s three official classes – the clergy, the nobility, and the commoners – but this had fallen out of use with the growth of an absolute monarchy.

The king relied on the nobility to be officers in his army and to take leading posts in the Church – this was the main role of the hereditary aristocracy, the noblesse d’épée. The administration was undertaken by people given grants of nobility for service – the noblesse de robe.


KEY TERMS

Noblesse d’épée This means “nobles of the sword” and refers to the swords used by medieval knights who earned their titles for military service to the king. These nobles were seen as more prestigious than the noblesse de robe.

Noblesse de robe This refers to the “robes” they wore as many of them were judges. These nobles obtained their titles for public service.



There were considerable variations in how much influence royal government had. There were some provinces that had stronger local traditions and less royal control. In others, royal government was much stronger. Certain areas had privileges such as lower taxes, and the Church controlled some areas.

By modern standards, France was quite a divided country:


	●  There were no uniform laws. Every area had its own traditional laws.


	●  There were no uniform weights and measures.


	●  There were many areas which were so remote that officials rarely visited.


	●  French was not universally spoken or understood, and there were many local dialects and languages.




The unifying element was the monarchy, supported by the royal army and the Catholic Church.

When Louis XVI came to the French throne in 1774, he inherited problems. Some of these were long term and were to do with how France was governed and the inequalities of French society. Others, especially financial problems, were a result of costly wars fought in the reign of his grandfather, Louis XV.

French Society: the Estate system and the discontent of the Third Estate

Louis XVI inherited a country that was deeply divided and unequal. France was made up of different classes, called estates. Most of the French people were in the Third Estate. Of these, some 80 per cent were peasants and the rest urban workers, tradesmen, and a growing middle class. Above them were the First and Second Estates, who had privileges that the majority of French people did not have.

The First Estate was churchmen and nuns and comprised only 0.5 to 1 per cent of France’s population. The official religion of France was Roman Catholicism. The Church owned 10 per cent of the land and was exempt from direct taxes. The Church controlled education. It also censored publications. Members of the Third Estate had to pay land taxes (tithes) and fees for services such as weddings and funerals to the Church. Within the Church, members of the nobility held nearly all important and richer posts. This contributed to a growing divide between the ordinary clergy and wealthy bishops.


KEY TERMS

Peasants This refers to the majority of the French people. They were primarily farmers, often working small plots of land, or tenant farmers paying rent to landlords. Their standard of living was generally poor.

Direct taxes Taxes levied on personal income or property.



The Second Estate was formed from the nobility, who comprised less than 1.5 per cent of the population. Both types of noble (the noblesse d’épée and noblesse de robe) did not have to pay certain direct taxes. Most of the leading officers in the armed forces, government ministers, provincial governors, and important office holders such as the local administrators and diplomats were members of the aristocracy.

The nobles’ status as lords of the manor enabled them to hold courts and receive payments from their tenants. These payments were known as feudal dues and were owed to them because of their noble status. This status had been changed slightly in the eighteenth century, and some of the middle classes were able to lease the rights from nobles. This meant they, as well as nobles, could charge dues, collect shares of the harvest, and charge tolls and fees for use of local bridges or even for grinding grain in mills to make flour for bread. However, while the middle classes could gain maximum revenue from these rights, they still were discontented by their lack of opportunity in running the state. Many peasants resented the feudal payments, especially in times of hardship.


KEY TERM

Feudal dues Payments made to lords by peasants based on traditional privileges. These varied greatly from region to region, but some common payments were champart (a part of the grain or produce), corvée, and banalités (fees for using the landlord’s equipment, such as flour mills, bakers’ ovens, or grape presses). Tenants were also subject to landlords’ courts.



Though socially privileged, the hereditary nobles were not necessarily rich or politically influential. Their role in decision-making had been reduced in the previous century and, while they enjoyed privileges and status, they were not key players either in local or central government. Some enjoyed a lavish lifestyle as honored courtiers with the royal family at Versailles, the great royal palace outside Paris, as well as in their local country mansions or “châteaux,” but some were not much richer than their tenants.

The French economy grew in the eighteenth century, especially due to profits from the tobacco trade through enslavement in the French West Indies. As the seaport cities expanded, the wealthier merchants often became richer than many of the poorer nobles. The growth of Paris and provincial cities meant that the professional classes – lawyers, doctors, managers, writers, and some manufacturers – grew in wealth. The urban middle classes also grew in confidence and education. There was greater awareness of the issues of the day. There were more books, more newspapers, more discussions, and more awareness of the old-fashioned privileges of the nobles. Comparisons were made with Britain, where trade, industry, and finance were perceived as pathways to prestige and influence. There was increasing resentment about the tax privileges of the nobles and clergy. An increasingly educated and ambitious urban middle class resented not being able to gain higher positions in the state.

To many of the middle class, France seemed to be ruled in an outdated medieval way, and there was increasing interest in reform and the need for some sort of representation in an elected assembly. The growth in the French middle class from about 700,000 in 1700 to 2.3 million by 1780 meant that this class was more numerous and likely to resent the privileges of the first two Estates. There was greater literacy and a growth in demand for books and journals, many of which were critical of the Ancien Régime. The businessmen and merchants resented restrictions on trade such as internal customs and lack of uniform weights and measures. There were large numbers of lawyers who wanted political change and who also wanted a society which would give more opportunities for people of talent to prosper whether their background was privileged or not. Even among the clergy, poorer priests were resentful about the domination of the Church by aristocratic bishops and abbots. Paris was the most populous city, with 620,000 people by 1789. The next largest city was Lyon, with only 145,000. This meant that Paris was disproportionately large and influential. It had a large underclass of servants, casual labourers, peddlers, itinerant craftsmen, and 25,000 sex workers. Many people lived in overcrowded and often unhealthy conditions. Subject to hardship when bread prices rose, they sometimes resorted to popular protest. Like the more prosperous middle classes, they were reading more and had greater awareness of new ideas about the people having rights.


ACTIVITY [image: ]

Make a list of social grievances that French people had in the reign of Louis XVI. Which factor or factors do you think were the most significant in being likely to bring about revolution? Explain your reasons.



The American War of Independence

France’s international standing had been hit badly by conflict in the eighteenth century. Several wars saw Britain expand its empire and France lose control of vital areas. In the Seven Years’ War (1756–63), France and Britain had fought for control in Europe, in North America, and in India. Rather than setting up permanent settlements as the British had done, the French had largely focused on fur trading and building forts in Canada. France lost its American empire in the war, but in the process the British had laid the basis for the loss of its own colonies. To recoup the costs of the victory, Britain tried to tax the American colonies in a way not attempted before. Opposition grew among colonists who believed in “No taxation without representation,” and disputes grew, with fighting breaking out in 1775. This led to a full-scale armed rebellion and war between colonial forces under George Washington and the British army.

For France, the American War of Independence was a chance for revenge, but quite a dangerous one. For the monarchy to ally with rebellious subjects who were demanding parliamentary representation before paying taxes and who called for “liberty or death” was a dangerous policy. Eventually, in 1778, French troops were committed to America. French volunteers such as the liberal Marquis de la Fayette (see page 15) aided the colonists, and France played a major role in British defeat. The Americans fought for the sort of liberty that their French allies did not have. The key document, the Declaration of Independence, in 1776 stated “all men are created equal” and made it clear that they had natural rights to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” But in France, men were not equal and had no such rights.

As well as increasing France’s already severe financial problems, the war therefore increased political discontent among those who wanted more of a say in politics at home. The war was also disappointing, as last-minute British naval victories restricted the hoped-for gains of rich West Indies slave colonies when peace was finally made in 1783.

The influence of the Enlightenment

The Enlightenment refers to a growth of interest in scientific knowledge and a discussion of all sorts of ideas in Europe and North America in the late seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The interest in knowledge was reflected in the work of scholars such as Denis Diderot, who attempted to gather all knowledge into an encyclopedia. Greater knowledge led to treatises – which were written investigations which sought to explain major topics. There were works on change – on agriculture, on industry, on finance, education, on the pursuit of happiness, and on the nature of government. This expansion of intellectual activity was the work of an elite group of thinkers and scholars. However, it had wider effects, particularly in matters of religion and politics.


KEY FIGURE

Denis Diderot (1713–84) was an influential writer from the Champagne region of France who attempted to bring together knowledge into an encyclopedia begun in 1750 and completed in 1772. This quest for knowledge was highly influential, and other Enlightenment writers followed suit; as more was known and could be accessed, more could be questioned, so the effect was to promote more criticism of governments and institutions, and to encourage more intellectual curiosity.



There were doubts cast on traditional religious beliefs and the power of the Church to censor inquiries that threatened Christian beliefs. There was also the general questioning of traditions, and this affected belief in absolute monarchy. The English political theorist John Locke was highly influential. He questioned whether the divine right of monarchs to rule should be respected when they threatened the natural rights of their subjects. This idea was seen in the American Declaration of Independence.

The most famous political influence in France was the work of Jean-Jacques Rousseau (a French-speaking Swiss writer, 1712–78) who questioned why, “Man is born free, but is everywhere in chains” in his book The Social Contract, which suggested that men and women obey laws as part of an unwritten contract with those in power, not as a matter of obedience to God-given authority.

The new ideas were studied not only by the middle class but also by some nobility. Even Queen Marie Antoinette read Rousseau. A major political writer in France was the Baron de Montesquieu (1689–1755), who argued that there should be a division between those who govern, those who discuss laws, and the judges, to ensure a balance of power to protect the subjects from excessive state power. In Paris, Enlightenment ideas spread to the ordinary people, especially independent craftsmen and shopkeepers.

SOURCE 1.1


What evidence from Source 1.1 shows opposition to the Ancien Régime? Match this to your knowledge of France before 1789.




An Enlightenment view of liberty. From Jean-Jacques Rousseau, The Social Contract, published in 1762

The tyrant assures his subjects he will give them civil peace and tranquillity. Granted; but what do they gain, if the wars his ambition brings down upon them, his insatiable greed, and the bad conduct of his ministers press on? What do they gain, if the very tranquillity they enjoy does not end the miseries? Tranquillity is found also in dungeons; but is that enough to make them desirable places to live in?

To renounce liberty is to renounce being a man.





KEY DEBATE

HOW IMPORTANT WERE THE IDEAS OF THE ENLIGHTENMENT IN BRINGING ABOUT THE FRENCH REVOLUTION?

Many historians writing about this period see the ideals of the Enlightenment as a driving force. France was an increasingly literate and politically aware nation. Popular awareness of ideas about progress, reform, liberty, and political participation had been steadily growing. The idea that men had natural rights was a powerful one and it was these ideas that made the events of 1789 more than just a protest movement.

Other historians put social and economic factors at the forefront. The massive economic discontent following a run of bad harvests and growing popular discontent have been seen as more important than the ideas of the Enlightenment. The growing class consciousness of the middle classes and the resentment of the old feudal social system have been judged by some historians as more fundamental reasons for revolutionary change.

There are other views as well. Some put fear at the heart of the events of 1789, not a commitment to rational ideas, especially in key events like the storming of the Bastille, the peasant disturbances of the Summer and the October Days. Rather than a clash of ideas, others see political misjudgements as the reason why the revolution developed.



Long-term financial problems

Because of special tax privileges for certain people, taxes were not shared equally. The French monarchy faced financial problems because it lacked a uniform, nationwide, and effective means of collecting taxes. There was a history of selling positions of power and responsibility to raise money – not only positions in the legal system but also in the financial system. The French state could not collect enough taxes through tax farmers (see page 3) to meet expenses and had to rely on loans. In normal times, there was a financial shortfall, but two expensive wars fought by Louis XV – the War of the Austrian Succession 1740–48 and the Seven Years’ War 1756–63 – had increased the debts. In 1748, France had a debt of 1 billion livres, and by 1763 this had risen to 1.8 billion. A lot of the taxes raised were spent on paying interest on a very large debt.


KEY TERMS

The War of the Austrian Succession 1740–48 and the Seven Years’ War 1756–63 France had fought two prolonged wars in the eighteenth century. In both conflicts, France had limited success, considering the high costs of pursuing war. The wars increased the French national debt considerably.



Long-term economic problems

There were also long-term economic problems. Most French people were peasant farmers, and most lived in hardship. France before 1774 was used to bread riots and economic hardship in many rural communities. Poor harvests caused food shortages. Less food being available caused the price of food to increase. With more and more of their incomes being needed just to buy enough food, people had less money to spend on manufactured goods and luxuries. Of course, business owners also needed to buy food, and so the price of these goods also increased, which made them even less affordable. As nobody could afford to buy non-essential products, many people lost their jobs and businesses. In Lyon, a city in the south of France famed across Europe for its silk, almost half the city’s workforce was unemployed by 1790 as inflation and the rising cost of living devastated the silk trade. Population growth had meant that urban populations had grown. This was particularly true of Paris, where there were very poor districts. As a result of the poor rural harvests, this had the effect of causing food shortages and higher prices. In the cities, this in turn meant that demand for manufactured goods decreased, as there was less money available for luxuries. As a result, there was widespread unemployment in cities. Customs duties on goods moving between provinces made food more expensive during bad years, and the customs posts were very unpopular.


KEY TERM

Bread riots A common feature of French life was riots by poor, and often hungry, people to seize corn or take bread from bakers.



SOURCE 1.2


What is the attitude of the writer of Source 1.2 to the French nobility?




A churchman writes about the Third Estate in a pamphlet. From the Abbé Sieyès, What Is the Third Estate?, 1789

What is the Third Estate? Everything, but shackled and oppressed. What would it be without the privileged order? Everything, but free and flourishing. Nothing can succeed without it; privileged persons, far from being useful to the nation, enfeeble and injure it; the noble order does not enter at all into the social organisation; it is a burden upon the nation.



Attempts to deal with financial and economic problems up to 1787

The need to reform was pressing, but Louis failed to take the lead to make necessary changes, despite being well intentioned. He appointed capable ministers but did not support them, letting the situation worsen. He reluctantly agreed at last to a special assembly of notables to discuss the financial crisis in 1787, but this failed to agree to a plan, and so he accepted the summoning of the Estates General and even allowed a nationwide consultation to put forward grievances. This was a huge gamble and might have worked had he himself led the movement for change, but in fact it led to revolution and eventually his overthrow and execution.


ACTIVITY [image: ]

Identify the main problems facing Louis XVI in 1787. Put them in order of importance.



Turgot and early attempts to reform

Faced with a deficit of 37 million livres, in 1774, Louis XVI appointed an economic expert as his key minister – the Controller General of Finances. Given that the deficit was, in modern terms, at least £6000 million, some drastic action was needed, and Anne-Robert-Jacques Turgot had plenty of ideas. He wanted to boost national wealth by freeing trade, reducing price controls, ending tax privileges, and improving communications. He lasted only two years in the role. His policies caused large-scale food riots: the “Flour War” of 1775. He was dismissed in 1776 when the queen and privileged aristocrats at court turned against him.


KEY FIGURE

Anne-Robert-Jacques Turgot (1727–81) was the leading minister of Louis XVI in 1774–76 and proposed economic and financial reforms which, if followed, might have prevented the revolution. Unpopular with the people because of the rise in bread prices, and with his rivals at court, he was not backed by Louis XVI and fell from power.



Necker and the Compte rendu

Turgot’s successor, a Swiss banker called Jacques Necker, was also inventive. He aimed to cut back on the sale of offices and reduce the amount of tax money that went to tax farmers. To show transparency in government, he published the national accounts in the Compte rendu (report to the king) of 1781 – a bestseller, as French people wanted to know the secrets of finance. He had raised money for the American War through loans, and the publication of accounts was to keep investors’ confidence. However, this was a step too far for his enemies at court. He too was dismissed.


KEY FIGURE

Jacques Necker (1732–1804) was a Swiss lawyer and banker who was France’s finance minister three times. He was first put in charge of royal finances in 1777. To try to build confidence so that people would be prepared to lend money to the state, he published the Compte rendu, an optimistic account of the king’s government’s financial situation in 1781 – a remarkable step, as these matters were previously thought to be not a matter for public knowledge and discussion. This was thought too radical by many at court, and he resigned. He was recalled in 1788 and seen as a major reforming influence. His dismissal in 1789 caused a wave of public discontent (see page 13 on the Storming of the Bastille), and he was recalled. He was more a symbol of reform than a figure who actually achieved much, and he resigned in 1790.




Calonne

Necker’s eventual successor in 1783 was the experienced aristocratic administrator Charles de Calonne.


KEY FIGURE

Charles de Calonne (1734–1802) was an experienced administrator whom Louis XVI appointed as finance minister in 1783. He wanted to make changes to reduce the debt but failed to gain the confidence of a special Assembly of Notables, and was dismissed in 1787. He lived in England during the revolution.



Calonne had three key ideas:


	●  to end tax privileges in the payment of the key land tax called the taille


	●  to increase prosperity by abolishing internal customs duties


	●  to end the unpopular corvée duty.




When this did not meet with the approval of the parlement, Calonne turned to another striking proposal. In 1787, he called a special assembly of notables, leading figures in the nation, aristocrats, and royal princes. This was a failure, and Calonne was dismissed in April 1787.


KEY TERM

Corvée This was an obligation to work on the public roads or the king’s highways. It was unpopular, and as the nobles and clergy were exempt it caused a lot of resentment.



The financial and political crisis 1787–89

The issue of the deficit had become so important by 1787, because of the problems of maintaining confidence among lenders and investors, that the French state would not go into bankruptcy. It seemed vital to reform the royal finances to make sure that royal government could carry on. In reality, the French national debt was not overwhelming by modern standards and not even by the standards of other countries at the time. However, the management of it was very complex, and it was widely believed that there was a crisis, and this threatened the credit status of the monarchy. Some sort of tax reform was needed, but the problem was how to get it accepted by the privileged classes.

The Assembly of Notables and the failure of Calonne’s reforms

Calonne resorted to calling an old-fashioned and defunct body called the Assembly of Notables. This aristocratic group had last been called in 1626. The Assembly of Notables was made up of clergy and nobles (the First and Second Estates). There were 144 members, only 10 of whom were not nobles. Calonne’s idea was that if the most influential people were behind reform, then tax income would rise and, more importantly, France would regain the confidence of investors, and the Crown could once again borrow money. When it came to it, the notables would not accept reform, and the Assembly failed.

There was some opposition in principle to nobles losing privileges, but this was not the main reason. The way that Calonne planned the reforms was criticised, and many thought they were inadequate. The notables greatly resented his criticism that they were blocking reform because of their desire to keep their privileges. They claimed to protect themselves from over-powerful ministers and ‘tyranny’. While not rejecting the reforms as such, the Assembly wanted to link them to greater political participation in government. The nobles and clergy were prepared to accept a reduction in their privileges, but not without the calling of the Estates General.

The risk of calling this Assembly did not pay off. Calonne had proposed some striking reforms, but when the Assembly would not agree, he was dismissed. His successor, Etienne-Charles de Loménie de Brienne, tried again.


KEY FIGURE

Etienne-Charles de Loménie de Brienne (1727–94) was a noble who, as Archbishop of Toulouse, was also an important churchman. He played a leading role in the Assembly of Notables and was appointed finance minister in 1787. Brienne was opposed by the Parlement de Paris when trying to pass financial reforms begun by Colonne. In July, he was forced to agree to the meeting of the Estates General but then resigned in August. He was made a cardinal in 1788. He died in prison during the Reign of Terror (see page 34).




SOURCE 1.3


What is the attitude of the cartoonist of Source 1.3 towards the summoning of the Assembly of Notables? Use details from the provenance as well as the source in your answer.




A cartoon Buffet of the Court published in France in 1787. Calonne: My dear Notables, I would like to know with which sauce you would like to be eaten? Notables: But we don’t want to be eaten at all! Calonne: You’re avoiding the question!


[image: Cartoon of a monkey wearing a hat and dress, sitting at a wooden desk writing with a quill. A group of birds, including ducks, chickens, and geese, stand in front and watch. The background shows a column and a sign that reads Buffet de la Cour.]




KEY TERMS

Provenance Provenance is a term which means the origin or source of a document or artifact. It is important to know a source’s provenance so you can assess its authenticity and reliability by considering factors such as who created it, when and where it was created, and why it was created. Identifying and evaluating the provenance of a source will help you assess the value of the source in understanding historical events, by assessing its useful qualities and its limitations.

Protestants Followers of the religious reforms begun in the sixteenth century. There were wars between Catholics and Protestants in the sixteenth century. Protestants were granted toleration in 1598 but this was ended in 1685 when the Protestants, or Huguenots as they were called, were persecuted.



Brienne and the involvement of the Parlement de Paris

The usual way to pass edicts was for the king’s decisions to be approved by the Parlement de Paris, so lawyers could officially record them. As the parlement was not elected, this was not a case of having changes approved by the nation’s representatives as when the British parliament passed the government’s financial budget. As Calonne had proposed, Brienne put forward a series of far-reaching reforms. He proposed to solve the financial problems by a new land tax paid for by all. He also proposed other changes – reform of the customs barriers, provincial assemblies, civil rights for Protestants, and the ending of torture. However, the parlement feared that the government would have too much power.

By 1788, the king had lost patience after supporting Brienne far more than he had supported the previous ministers. When the parlement continued to refuse to register the changes, he exiled its members, announced plans to end parlement’s rights to register edicts, or orders, and arrested leading members.

The members of the parlement became popular heroes, standing up to the royal ministers. There were demonstrations in favour of the exiled judges, including the famous “Day of Tiles” on June 7, 1788 at Grenoble, when crowds threw down roof tiles in protest. Louis relented, and the wealthy lawyers returned to Paris. The only solution seemed to be to get wider approval for change. Once again, the government looked to the past and decided to call an Estates General. This was to be the most significant move towards revolution.

Economic problems

The political crisis and the failure of reforms came at a time when France was experiencing a serious economic crisis, which led to social unrest. A series of bad harvests since 1785 and a fall in trade and employment created a great deal of urban discontent. There was less food, and it was too expensive for people to buy. There were 80,000 unemployed people in Paris by 1789, and large towns and cities saw food riots in the spring and early summer. Food prices peaked in July 1789 and coincided with the outbreak of revolution. In the countryside, peasants came under pressure as landowners tried to take over lands traditionally used by the villages as a whole. Landlords enclosed common land and forests that poorer farmers used for animal grazing and gathering wood, nuts, and berries. By 1788, there were increasing instances of peasants refusing to pay dues and taxes, and attacks on the manor houses (châteaux) of landlords.


KEY TERM

Enclosure The enclosing of land by hedges or fences in order to divide up large open fields.




ACTIVITY [image: ]

Make a list of the key consequences of the policies followed by Louis XVI’s ministers: Turgot, Necker, Calonne, and Brienne. Which of these policies had the greatest impact?



Though economic discontent produced violence and unrest by poorer people in both towns and the countryside, it also created unrest among the middle classes. Between 1785 and 1787, increased trade barriers and stricter tax collection affected manufacturers and traders. New customs posts and a new wall enclosing Paris were set up. State price controls and trade guild restrictions frustrated businessmen. The unfairness of the tax system made matters worse and seemed to show that there was a major need for change.

The king’s decision to call the Estates General

On 8 August 1788, the king declared that he would summon the Estates General. The importance of this decision cannot be overstated.


	●  It led to widespread discussion of the grievances of the whole nation. Traditionally, the calling of the Estates General was preceded by local meetings to draw up lists of grievances called Cahiers de doléances or “registers of grievances” (literally “writing books of things which caused pain or distress”).


	●  For the first time in the century, there were elections for delegates to this grand meeting of the estates.


	●  It led to considerable expectations of reform and change.


	●  Brienne resigned, and Necker was reappointed as Finance Minister. He returned from Switzerland and was expected to take charge of a program of change discussed and agreed to by the whole nation.




Previous meetings of the Estates General had been dominated by the first two estates – the nobles and the clergy. Voting was traditionally by estate, not by head. Thus, the much more numerous Third Estate could be outvoted by the first two estates who represented no more than 2 per cent of the nation. However, there was an expectation that the whole nation should be consulted. Great hopes were placed on this body as a traditional way to consult the nation.

Because it was a historic body, the old ways were followed and these involved the estates separately drawing up lists of grievances. In the past, very little notice had been taken of these, and kings had been under no obligation to act on them; the grievances were bound in books and duly stored but not debated.

The Cahiers de doléances

All over France, there were meetings to draw up grievances or matters that those attending wished to raise. This signalled that something remarkable was happening. The nobility, clergy, and commoners met separately and showed a considerable awareness of national as well as local affairs. All sorts of grievances were raised, and meetings were held in the smallest of villages. See Sources 1.4–1.6 for some examples from the different discussions which show the range of concerns.

SOURCE 1.4


Some demands in the Cahiers de doléances from the clergy and nobility from Blois, in central France

The clergy of Blois


	1    That France is a true monarchy, where a single man rules and is ruled by law alone.


	2    That the general laws of the kingdom may be enacted only with the consent of the king and the nation. If the king proposes a law, the nation accepts or rejects it; if the nation demands a law, it is for the king to consent or to reject it; but in either case it is the king alone who upholds the law in his name and attends to its execution. …


	6    That the Estates General should not vote otherwise than by order.


	8    That no tax may be laid without the consent of the nation.


	9    That every citizen has, under the law, a sacred and inviolable right to personal liberty and to the possession of his goods.





The nobility of Blois

Happiness ought not to be confined to a small number of men; it belongs to all. It is not an exclusive privilege to be contested for. It is a common right. 

In accordance with this principle, the nobility of the bailliage (district) of Blois believe itself in duty bound to lay at the feet of the nation all the pecuniary exemptions which it has enjoyed or might have enjoyed up to this time, and it offers to contribute to the public needs in proportion with other citizens, upon condition that all direct taxes be comprised in a single land tax money.



SOURCE 1.5


Some demands in the Cahiers de doléances from the Third Estate in Versailles, where Marie Antoinette lived

Art. 1. The power of making laws resides in the king and the nation.

Art. 2. The nation being too numerous for a personal exercise of this right, has confided its trust to representatives freely chosen from all classes of citizens. These representatives constitute the national assembly.

Art. 3. Frenchmen should regard as laws of the kingdom those alone which have been prepared by the national assembly and sanctioned by the king.

Civil and criminal laws shall be reformed.

Art. 20. The military throughout the kingdom shall be subject to the general law and to the civil authorities, in the same manner as other citizens.

Art. 21. No tax shall be legal unless accepted by the representatives of the people and sanctioned by the king.

Art. 22. Since all Frenchmen receive the same advantage from the government, and are equally interested in its maintenance, they ought to be placed upon the same footing in the matter of taxation.



SOURCE 1.6


Compare sources 1.4 and 1.6. Note the similarities and differences between the different estates. How do they differ, and why?




Some demands from the Third Estate in Carcassonne in southern France in the Cahier drawn up in February 1789 at a special meeting


	10  Voting in the new assembly should be by head, not by estate.


	11  No class, organization, or individual citizen may lay claim to tax privileges.


	12  The dues exacted from commoners holding lands should be abolished, and also regulations which exclude members of the Third Estate from certain positions, offices, and ranks which have hitherto been bestowed on nobles.


	13  There should be no arbitrary orders for imprisonment … any tax exemptions. … All taxes should be assessed on the same system throughout the nation.


	14  Freedom should be granted also to the press.






There was unrest caused by high bread prices, and the discussions led many to want change. Though there were different expectations, many people were pleased with the opportunity to present their grievances. The level of political discussion was very high: debating societies talked about reform in the language of the Enlightenment – especially “liberty.” The Cahiers de doléances contain calls for tax reform, ending privileges, and making the Estates General a permanent body, as well as changes

The meeting of the Estates General and the National Assembly



The Tennis Court Oath
















[image: Large group of men gathered inside a tennis court with high walls and windows. Many raise their right hands, some holding hats, as they take an oath. One man stands on a table at the centre while others stand or sit nearby.]




Louis’s refusal to carry out reform








The outbreak of revolution


The storming of the Bastille



























The Great Fear and the August Decrees









The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen












	

	

	

	

	

	






The “March of the Women”




















[image: Flowchart showing the consequences of the 1789 Revolution, outlining its causes and key events in its development.]







	

	

	

	






2 How and why did France become a republic by 1792?



Revolutionary groups


The Cordeliers, the Jacobins, and the Feuillants





















[image: Meeting of the Jacobin Club in a large hall with high ceilings, windows, and statues on pedestals. One man stands at a raised table addressing other seated and standing members.]



The Girondins
















	


	


	


	







	


	


	


	





	


	


	


	





	


	


	


	





	


	


	


	





	


	


	


	








More radical groups


















[image: Portrait of Maximilien Robespierre in a coat and cravat.]



Counter-revolutionary groups















[image: Chouan leader wearing hat with feather, vest with cross emblem, shirt with wide collar, patterned necktie, and rosary.]




Reasons for the counter-revolutionary groups’ failure



	

	

	

	







	

	

	

	





Reforms: 1790–95







Financial reforms, including assignats and taxation reform





[image: Money in the form of paper featuring French text, official seals, and allegorical figures.]

Justice


Church reforms



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


















[image: Cartoon titled Le Degrasseur Patriote showing a clergyman held by two men near a wooden box, with others restrained near a wooden structure. Text at bottom reads: Patience Monseigneur votre tour viendra, Le Pressoir, Il n’y a plus de remede]
















	


	


	


	





	 
	 
	 
	 







Political instability









Disagreement on the terms of the new Constitution



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	






































	 
	


	







	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	


	





	


	



	







The behaviour of the king and the flight to Varennes




	

	

	

	

	

	





The demonstration at the Champs de Mars, July 17, 1791






	

	

	






From constitutional monarchy to republic


The Legislative Assembly


The declaration of war on Austria, April 1792















The course of the war in 1792














[image: Man wearing a cap, shirt, and trousers, holding a long gun with both hands in front of him, and carrying a sword at his side.]










[image: Cartoon depicts a group of people at a table and some sitting on the floor, eating various parts of a human. An old lady stabs a small human body hanging upside down from the door.]




The overthrow of the monarchy, August 10, 1792
















































The September Massacres










The National Convention and abolition of the monarchy









[image: Arrows facing outward showing the causes for France becoming a republic by 1792. Six labelled text boxes surround a central circle titled The creation of a republic and the end of the monarchy, each with an arrow pointing inward.]



3 How well was France governed in the period 1793–99?









Instability 1793–95

Problems facing France after the execution of Louis XVI

Effects of war on France by 1793



	

	

	

	

	

	

	



Influence of the sans-culottes



Ongoing economic and religious divisions



Disagreement within the Convention














The new constitution of 1793



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	











	

	

	

	

	

	







The Committee of Public Safety









[image: Man hands a certificate to three men seated at a table, one pointing at him. Two men stand behind. Papers lie on the table. Text below reads COMITÉ DE L’AN DEUXIEME.]































Robespierre and the Reign of Terror


The coming of the Terror











[image: Woman raises a knife over a man in a bathtub while another woman watches from the doorway. The French and Italian texts below describe the assassination of Marat by Charlotte Corday with publication details.]










[image: Painting of a man with a head wrap slumped lifeless in a bathtub, holding a bloodstained paper in one hand and a quill in the other. A wooden box in front bears the inscription À MARAT, DAVID. A cloth and writing tools rest nearby.]













Political terror



	

	

	

	

	

	








Provincial executions















Religious terror















The fall of Robespierre




	

	

	

	

	













[image: Man lies injured on a table, surrounded by guards and officials, some holding weapons. Several men are seated nearby. Papers are scattered on the floor. A large door is visible in the background with a crowd holding pikes and flags.]















	


	


	


	





	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 
	 













Economic problems


Inflation and paper money














The White Terror 1794–95




















[image: Two young men stand on a street corner near a wall with posters, each holding a walking stick. Many buildings are visible in the background.]



The Parisian risings, 1795











The Directory 1795–99 Legislative Assembly


The Constitution of the Directory (Year III)










	


	







	



	












	

	

	








The aims of the Directory



The problems facing the Directory





	

	

	








Successes and failures of the Directory


Political successes and failures









Financial successes and failures



Military successes and failures








Political change



















[image: Circular chart diagram titled How well was France governed in the period 1793-99? with a central circle surrounded by eight smaller circles listing factors.]




4 What caused the rise and fall of Napoleon Bonaparte?











[image: Portrait of Napoleon Bonaparte.]




[image: Portrait of Josephine de Beauharnais.]





Napoleon Bonaparte’s military reputation and political ambitions





































[image: Soldiers fire a cannon in a crowded urban scene as smoke rises. A man on horseback, identified as Napoleon, observes nearby. Several fallen figures lie in the foreground, while armed troops gather on the steps of a large building.]



The coup of 1799



	

	

	

	

















The new constitution, 1799



















	

	







Napoleon’s initiatives as First Consul and establishing authoritarian control



	

	

	

	

	

	





	

	

	

	

	




Setting up new ministries and the Council of State



	

	

	

	






Reform of the police force and the judiciary



	

	

	










Propaganda and censorship
























Control of elections















	


	


	





	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 



	 
	 
	 







Emperor Napoleon











[image: Napoleon sits on a throne wearing ceremonial robes, holding a staff in one hand and a sceptre in the other. He faces forward, surrounded by decorations.]

























Napoleon’s domestic reforms


Legal reform, the Code Napoleon



	

	

	

	





	

	

	




Educational reform


Financial and economic policy


Taxation and bread prices



Bank of France



Religious reform: the Concordat with the Catholic Church




	

	

	

	

	








	

	

	

	














Reasons for Napoleon’s fall from power


The effects of Napoleon’s failure to defeat Britain


The failure of the Continental System











Outcome of the Peninsular War 1808–14










[image: Group of people in conflict. Two soldiers with rifles and bayonets confront several women. One woman raises an object above her head. Others crouch, lie down, or brace against the attack.]



Growth of nationalism in the empire


[image: Map of Europe in 1812 showing the extent of French control. Countries are colour-coded to represent the French Empire, satellite states, allies of France, and independent states.]








The extent of the empire by 1812



	

	

	




The rise of nationalism


Declining popularity at home, conscription, and the deteriorating economy









Outcome of the failure of the campaign against Russia, 1812



	

	

	











	

	

	
















































Impact of the defeat at Leipzig, 1813


Allies capture Paris






















What led to the abdication of 1814?



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	







	

	

	

	

	









[image: ]















	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	






OEBPS/images/actb.jpg





OEBPS/images/AW_01_18.jpg
Clashes between
Girondins and
Montagnards

The rise of The rise of
Napoleon radical republican
Bonaparte ideas

How well was
France governed
in the period
1793-99?

Countes
revolution in
the provinces

Economic issues
and rising prices

The rise of
royalism and
neo-Jacobinism
after 1794

The impact
of war

The pover of
the sans-culottes





OEBPS/images/PH_01_11.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_10.jpg





nav.xhtml


Contents



		Cover


		Title Page


		Copyright


		Contents


		Introduction


		Overview


		CHAPTER 1 France, 1774–1814

		1 What were the causes and immediate consequences of the 1789 Revolution?


		2 How and why did France become a republic by 1792?


		3 How well was France governed in the period 1793–99?


		4 What caused the rise and fall of Napoleon Bonaparte?


		Study skills







		CHAPTER 2 Liberalism and nationalism in Germany, 1815–71

		1 What were the causes of the revolutions of 1848?


		2 What happened during the 1848 revolutions, and what were their consequences?


		3 Why was Bismarck appointed as Minister President of Prussia, and what were his aims in the period up to 1866?


		4 How and why was the unification of Germany achieved by 1871?


		Study skills







		CHAPTER 3 Russia from autocracy to revolution, 1881–1924

		1 What challenges faced the Tsarist regime between 1881 and 1894?


		2 What were the causes and outcomes of the 1905 Revolution up to 1914?


		3 How and why did the Bolsheviks seize power in October 1917?


		4 How were the Bolsheviks able to consolidate their power up to 1924?


		Study skills






		Glossary


		Further reading


		Index


		Photo credits


		Backcover








Guide



		Cover


		Title Page


		Copyright


		Contents








Pages



		Cover


		C1


		i


		ii


		iii


		iv


		v


		vi


		vii


		viii


		ix


		x


		xi


		xii


		1


		2


		3


		4


		5


		6


		7


		8


		9


		10


		11


		12


		13


		14


		15


		16


		17


		18


		19


		20


		21


		22


		23


		24


		25


		26


		27


		28


		29


		30


		31


		32


		33


		34


		35


		36


		37


		38


		39


		40


		41


		42


		43


		44


		45


		46


		47


		48


		49


		50


		51


		52


		53


		54


		55


		56


		57


		58


		59


		60


		61


		62


		63


		64


		65


		66


		67


		68


		69


		70


		71


		72


		73


		74


		75


		76


		77


		78


		79


		80


		81


		82


		83


		84


		85


		86


		87


		88


		89


		90


		91


		92


		93


		94


		95


		96


		97


		98


		99


		100


		101


		102


		103


		104


		105


		106


		107


		108


		109


		110


		111


		112


		113


		114


		115


		116


		117


		118


		119


		120


		121


		122


		123


		124


		125


		126


		127


		128


		129


		130


		131


		132


		133


		134


		135


		136


		137


		138


		139


		140


		141


		142


		143


		144


		145


		146


		147


		148


		149


		150


		151


		152


		153


		154


		155


		156


		157


		158


		159


		160


		161


		162


		163


		164


		165


		166


		167


		168


		169


		170


		171


		172


		173


		174


		175


		176


		177


		178


		179


		180


		181


		182


		183


		184


		185


		186


		187


		188


		189


		190


		191


		192


		193


		194


		195


		196


		197


		198


		199


		200


		201


		202


		203


		204


		205


		206


		207


		208


		209


		210


		211


		212


		213


		214


		215


		216


		217


		218


		219


		220


		C2


		C3








OEBPS/images/title.jpg
Cambridge International
AS Level

Modern
Europe
1774-1924

Nicholas Fellows
Mike Wells
Series editor: Dr Jo Edwards

[ hachette





OEBPS/images/act2.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
Cambridge
i L

odern
Europe
1774-1924






OEBPS/images/act3.jpg





OEBPS/images/act6.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_15.jpg





OEBPS/images/AW_01_12.jpg
Distrust of Louis XVI
after his attempted flight

Influence of radical
leaders, orators,
and journalists

The creation

Economic distress in
Paris and influence
of the sans-culottes

of a republic
and the end of

Arival of radical
provincial troops

the monarchy

Tmpact of war
and defeats

Distike of Louis's
power of veto






OEBPS/images/PH_01_14.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_13.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_19.jpg





OEBPS/images/actp.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_17.jpg





OEBPS/images/act1.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_16.jpg





OEBPS/images/copy.jpg
MIX
Paper | Supporting

F responsible forestry
wisco  FSC™ C104740






OEBPS/images/PH_01_22.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_21.jpg





OEBPS/images/AW_01_04.jpg
a Long- and short-term causes of the Revolution

b How did the Revolution develop?

LONG SHORT
¥ v
1 Finance 1 Foreign policy
¥ ¥
2 Tensions in society 2 Finance

)

!

Drawing up Cahiers

v

Estates General

v

Crown reaction

3 The Enlightenment

3 Failure of reform

v

'

4 Political crisis 1787-88

!

5 Economic crisis

Storming of the Bastille

S VR

Provincial revolt

Great Fear

v

August decrees

v

Declaration of the Rights of Man

v

October Days






OEBPS/images/PH_01_20.jpg





OEBPS/images/AW_01_25.jpg
Rise

Fall

Military reputation in Italy
Political connections
Self-publicizing achievements
Weaknesses of Directory

Conspiracy of Directors to change Constitution

Long-term failure in Spain and Portugal
Strains on Empire of taxation and conscription
Long-term British hostility

Losses in Russia 1812

Coalition of European powers against him
Victories of allies in Germany in 1813

Failure to come to terms with allies

Invasion of France

Loss of domestic support






OEBPS/images/PH_01_09.jpg
i






OEBPS/images/AW_01_24.jpg
[ French Empire
[ satellite states
[ Allies of France
[] Independent States

Russian Empire






OEBPS/images/PH_01_03.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_02.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_01.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_23.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_08.jpg
Domained —nalionaucs.
; . Assignat
de-cingua

% JERREIN

e CONE AT,






OEBPS/images/PH_01_07.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_06.jpg





OEBPS/images/PH_01_05.jpg





