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PROLOGUE
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Out of nowhere Eddie cut in and asked “Were you in the gardens this afternoon Mrs. Stevenson?”




Lily tuned her attention back to Eddie “No honey! Why do you ask that?”



––––––––
[image: ]



“It’s just that I saw him in your gardens and was wondering if you were around and the reason for him to be walking around there that’s all!”




“Saw who Eddie? asked Mary with a trepidation.
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“The same man we saw while driving to school in the morning, standing by that turn in the corner remember I told you?”
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Mary paled and an unknown fear clutched at her heart and refused to budge. Subconsciously holding her mug tight in her hands, she leaned forward from where she sat curbing her auto reaction to jump up and stand and not wanting to scare him.
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“Honey! remember we did not see anyone there when I looked?”
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“He must have walked off before you backed the car to have a look. I know for sure that I did see him and also later in Mrs. Stevenson’s gardens today”
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Mary turned to ask Lily if she knew anything about this man and was surprised to see Lily’s reaction to Eddie’s news about having seen a stranger.




Lily had gone pale with shock and looked very disturbed from the moment Eddie had blurted out about seeing this stranger in her gardens.
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Not knowing the reason for her to go so pale Mary

decided to put Eddie to bed first before he scared poor Lily about strangers walking in her garden.
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“It’s ok never mind, let’s discuss this later. Now it’s time for you to go to Bed!”
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Eddie sulked and said his goodnights to the guest and dragged himself back to his to room. Mary followed right behind him and tucked him I his bed, closed the windows and shut the door to his door before walking back to the living room where Lily was still sitting on the sofa in the living room, slightly leaned back with

her eyes closed deep in her own thoughts.
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Mary sat next to her and laid her hand on Lily’s shoulder gently offering comfort. She was anxious to ask about

this man that she might know but Mary had to be patient.




“I can’t believe this and I did not know until today that Eddie could see him too” murmured Lily with eyes still
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closed and head resting on the sofa, tears rolling down her cheek which was all Mary needed to realize there was

more to this than what met the eyes. Mary’s stomach fluttered with some unknown fear and she instinctively now knew that somehow her son was in danger!




“In the beginning, I thought I was hallucinating. It really scared me” Lily continued with her eyes still closed. It had been just a year or so since his death and when

Robert had died all I prayed and wished was to see him just once!”




Lily sat up and opened her eyes looked straight at Mary imploring “You would understand that feeling, don’t you?”




Mary nodded understanding she had felt the same way when Eddie’s father had met with an accident. To be

honest Mary still sometimes had that thought and could relate to Lily better than anyone.
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It began just few months back, right after you and Eddie had moved in here next door.
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I thought I was seeing Robert in the house and his study room just standing there and looking at me with a forlorn face as though he had something to share and wanted to speak to me about it. I think I really do see him.




Mary was stunned and did not know what to say,

maybe Lily was taking this a bit too seriously. It’s normal to grieve and in the process sometimes you do feel the

presence of the loved ones after thy have gone. But to claim that Lily actually saw her dead husband was altogether a different level and she now wondered what had this got to do with a stranger that Eddie had happen to see earlier.
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“I am sure you think otherwise and its quite natural for you to assume so. But after few incidents I knew it was Robert “
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“Like?” asked Mary



[image: ]



I often misplace things and keep looking for them and all of sudden it would not only appear right in front of me but I would see Robert standing right in front of me standing and smiling at me”
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“OK so it must be true that loved ones return after their time on earth for some reason that is still unknown. But what has that got to do with the strange on the road?”
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Lily drew a deep breath and plunged in “Robert died in a car accident around the turn on the hill road leading to the main town down the hill. The exact spot where Eddie says he sees a man there on his way to school and not

only that, though I was not in the gardens today I did see Robert from outside the study window walking in our

gardens today. Because seeing him on and off is a regular occurrence in life I did not pay much attention to it until now. Not until Eddie confirmed he saw a man in my

gardens before dinner who also happens to be the same man Eddie saw on the road.




That’s the spot Robert died and he was outside our home today. I can be sure and feel very strongly that Eddie

indeed saw Robert.”
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Mary just sat not knowing what to say, this was

overwhelming and it did seem like Eddie in reality saw Lily’s dead husband earlier today. Eddie could see a

ghost?
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When the absurdity of the whole situation and words sank in all Mary could think and say was “No, this can’t be...NO this can’t be it! NOO!!”
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Mary was in denial that Eddie could see ghosts! See them for real!!?
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.........

[image: ]



[image: ]


	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

​CHAPTER 1
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He inhaled deeply, a long and very deep intake of breath, as much as his lungs to hold. The smell of grass,

fragrance of daisies, jasmine and an array of flower beds across the park, the smell of earth from the just watered plants and shrubs all at once filled him with a deep

sense of peace.
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A smile filtered across his lips and with a laugh he exhaled not able to hold his breath any longer. He opened his eyes and looked around the landscape of

greenery, lots of trees and plants as tiny little fountains here and there along the pathway giving an illusion of paradise in the city. “Nope! never boring and never

dull!” he exclaimed aloud. This was one of the beautiful places he had ever seen in his life! Well not much to go by, with a total of decade to add to his life, still ten years is a milestone, something which made him feel all grown up and wise.
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The construction at the main center was picking up and progressing at a great speed. They called it one of the twenty first centuries most innovative architecture.

Whether it is going to be an office or campus or a tourist attraction is yet to be seen.
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“It really is a piece of work” he thought and stayed on top of the tree house leaning against the rail of wood

enjoying his view from this point. The tree house was built around the circumference of the top trunk, with the main area at the center in the midst of branches spread out wide and huge

all-around offering shade and privacy for children to play in here.
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The two boys on the other side of the rail were fighting over who gets to slide down the steps from the smooth wooden rail that slopped down almost like a slider except it wasn’t and there was nobody to point that out to them but sure to hear an earful from their mothers soon.



[image: ]



They were right below sitting on the grass and if they had overheard their children bickering on top here, he was

sure it would be long time before he saw them here for their playtime and it would be over within a blink of

eye and the children would not know what hit them. He decided to walk down the steps and leave before the boys could decide their fates and he went ahead around the area for a stroll.
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It was a perfect day for a walk in the park, windy yet not too chill. He just turned around the corner...,
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“WATCH OUT!” screamed came the loud voice from

somewhere towards his left. Surprised he turned to look what was going sure the calling wasn’t addressed to him.
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“HEY YOU! Yes, you.... Be careful. Don’t step on the squirrel”
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Stunned for few seconds that. the other boy was actually addressing and calling out for him, he slowly looked
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down below to his feet and found a very tiny squirrel lying right in front of his right foot. Had he taken another step he sure would have stomped on it.
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He bent down to look closely; it was still breathing for sure but almost lay very still if not for the very negligible rise and fall it chest. It really was a very tiny little

squirrel. Probably a baby squirrel?
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The boy who called out to stop him with his baseball cap came towards them, holding a can of bottled water. He knelt down beside the squirrel and opened the can and poured some water into the lid of the can and ever so gently poured drop by drop of the water into the tiny squirrel’s mouth.




Slowly the squirrel drank up all the water that he

poured and they both could literally see the breathing quicken.
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“I almost did not see him either” said the boy with the baseball cap.
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Again, he silently looked at the boy who continued to feed water to the squirrel and making conversation with him.
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He hesitated for a second and decided “I am sorry, I did not notice.”




“No worries, you just stopped right on time”




“I had just gone to get him some water. I think he is

dehydrated. He seems fine now. What do you think? “

The boy with the baseball cap was still bent over the

squirrel and continuously talking not knowing what to say he looked a little helpless.




“Yes! Most definitely fine” declared the boy with the cap

and picked up the squirrel, carefully carried him to the stone bench close by where he had been sitting, prior to noticing

the squirrel roll down the small grass mount on the other side and trying to stop from his new acquaintance from

stomping on him.




He sat and noticed that the other chap had not followed them back to the bench.



[image: ]




He looked up, took a real good look at the boy still standing in the pathway, seemed about his age but

looked a bit pale and was really a very tall lad and lanky too.




Slightly curled thick mop of dark ebony hair. The one thing about him that he liked was his kind eyes. The soft brown eyes were now looking at him with some hesitation or is it confusion that he noticed?
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All the while he was being sized up by the other from the stone bench his brown eyes were also busy

scrutinizing this boy who not only shouted out at him but also continuously pulled him in a conversation.




Blond hair, a tad shorter and slightly built than him with sharp blue eyes that could most definitely see

more than most of the people. The golden-brown eyes were still looking at him in a friendly manner but he was hesitant to continue following them towards the stone bench.
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“Come on! Come over and sit with us. Let’s see if he is okay and stay a little while with him” Eddie slowly walked over and sat in between them. He had laid the squirrel in

the inside of his baseball cap flipped over and had placed him in the center. The squirrel seemed content for now just lazing with half closed eyes but nevertheless safe from danger now.




“I’m Eddie, Yours?”
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“I’m Ben”
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“Do You come over here often Ben?”
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Ben just looked at him, which had Eddie thinking “He goes like that every time I ask something or start a conversation with him. Maybe his parents don’t know that he visits the park often? Better not get him into trouble then.”
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Eddie changed the topic to the current crisis at hand and both agreed that the squirrel seemed fine. They placed the

squirrel down on top of the huge stone, the squirrel with a look towards left and right made a decision and then hopped down in one quick jump and squirted away.




It was getting dark “I need to get going otherwise mom will start to worry. See you around then?” asked Eddie




Ben nodded ‘Yes, see you around “
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“Yeah! We will!”
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With that Eddie pulled his cap down and with a can in his hand, waved as he went towards the entrance of the gate.
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​CHAPTER 2
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Ben continued walking around the landscape after

Eddie had left and wondered what it would be like to call a place HOME again, his mother waiting for him to return after play time, hot meals, banter and laughter over the dining table and all?




In answer to his rhetorical question, he answered to himself ‘All of that was a long time ago, verryyy long time ago! It does not make any difference now! ‘




He kept walking towards the construction area that

was restricted for all visitors and regular joggers for now until the work was completed. Nobody crossed the yellow tape and missed the signboard “Construction Zone”. The workers had long retired for the day and he decided he wanted to take a closer look on how things were progressing in there.
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He peered in and out of various areas on the first floor and was surprised to see a tiny little figure lying down on the dirty floor her back against the pillar. He slowly walked towards to the figure not wanting scare anyone.
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On a closer look, the tiny figure was indeed a small girl who seemed have been crying for a long time and fell asleep, as her cheeks were streaked with tear stains across the dirt smeared on her chubby face.
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She was curled up into a ball with her close to the pillar and one hand curled in a fold closer to her mouth sucking her thumb but still very much in sleep.
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‘She must have got lost while playing in the park. Poor

little thing she must be hungry and tired. How long before they started searching for her in this construction site?’ He wasn’t sure how but just knew they would here soon.
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This happened sometimes with kids wandering off even under the most watchful eyes, giving them a slip and

near heart attack in the process. This little girl must have started walking up the stairs on her own and it was something he did not want to think about.




It’s a wonder she reached up safely and stay put in this place without wandering any further towards the end

where the walls were yet to come up. Just to think what would have happened, had she walked any further brought a shudder through his whole body.
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He just sat next to her not wanting to wake her up and get scared again. He would just make sure she was safe until her parents or someone from the search party came looking for a lost kid.
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looking for here. He wanted to ensure she was safe and

continued to sleep until help came along. It was almost   close to two hours and then he heard them, the noise

and the voices right outside the building. In few seconds he heard a woman shouting out “AMY!”
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“Amy are you there? Its mama ...AMY can you hear me baby?”
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So, the child’s name was AMY. Ben got up, went close to where the supposed glass walls were to be put up in future and looked out. He saw many people with

torch lights around the construction site and just right inside the building below were three people and amongst them was this lady who continued to call out for Amy, a police officer and another tall man together right below the first floor searching the basement first.

The woman was openly crying but her face was had a fierce determination which almost spoke out aloud “I am going to find my daughter!!”




He knew this was the mother and without stopping to think for a minute he shouted out “Here! Here Up here!”
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Of Course, they could not hear him. How could they

and moreover they were frantically searching the floor below.
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Just as he leaned a bit more the plank in front of him fell off and fell below with a loud THUD very much audible. The tall man looked up.
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“Let’s go up!” he yelled. Ben heard footsteps hurrying up and he walked over to where the little girl who was still

in deep sleep amidst the commotion and stood next to her. He looked at her and smiled to himself knowing she would be going home with her parents tucked safe in her mother’s arms.




The woman came running up the stairs first and just as she landed on the first floor she started frantically looking around. The moment she spotted the tiny figure lying on the floor she instinctively knew it was her daughter. The relief Ben saw on her face said it all.
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“AMY! Amy honey, its mama. I am Here!” as she ran

towards her daughter to where Ben stood, the other two men who followed her behind were smiling with happiness as they saw Amy and her mother together.
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The woman knelt down and gently picked up her daughter and cuddled her close to her bosom breaking down uncontrollably with deep sobs that wrenched

Ben’s heart to watch.
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Amy woke up from her deep troubled sleep and slowly opened her eyes and recognized her mother instantly




“Mommy?”
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“Yeah! It’s me honey!” and hugged her closer.




“Don’t worry, I am here and I got you! Look your daddy is here too” turning around so that her daughter could see

her father too. Amy saw her father standing on the opposite end talking to another man and she turned back to her

mother “I was so scared!” came the tiny voice.
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“I know, I know, It’s all right! Your safe now! Nothing bad is going to happen, we all are here and will not leave your

side.”
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We are taking you back home now” consoled the mother in a voice so soft and soothing still unable to stop her own

flood of tears and trying hard to put up a smiling face to the scared little child.
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Ben was still standing quietly watching them and moved close to tears.




The tall man said “Hurry! Let’s get her out of this goddamn place!”




In their hurry to leave the woman left her torch behind on the floor shining bright towards where Ben stood.

The man wrapped his arms around his family and all four started walking down and he could hear them leave.




As all walked down and he was about go walk down with them but the tall man halted and looked back saw straight through Ben for few long seconds and he left!



[image: ]




Nobody ever recognized or acknowledged his presence let alone question him as to how he was there with

their daughter and so on...




How could they? They never did.
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He was long dead.
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” Nobody saw the dead or spoke to a’ Ghost’ for that matter!” he thought to himself.



––––––––
[image: ]



Except this morning for Eddie!
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​CHAPTER 3
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Eddie was wondering and hoping as he crossed the entrance gate into the park walking around, if Ben would be in the park too?




Not that he needed anybody as a friend, yeah, he definitely did not. Ben seemed different. Eddie wasn’t sure how and what made him so, but he knew that Ben wasn’t like the other boys he had met so far. Ben was wary of making friends just like him.




Eddie rather liked being alone than having to make conversations with someone. The squirrel incident was a totally different scenario wherein Eddie was forced out of his shell and happen to be himself around Ben. Maybe that was the reason he could understand Ben’s one line and one- word responses to most of his

questions. Ben was a recluse like himself. 
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As these thoughts crossed his mind, he spotted Ben

across the other side atop a slightly slanted wall or rather a fence built with bricks around the main construction site. A sloping architecture like a slide, slightly

downwards giving it s lanting look, walled one after the other in a circle around the building with slight gaps in between as pathway towards the main building. Right this minute he saw Ben and many other kids playing on these slops, sliding down and trying to make their way back up laughing and skidding.
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Ben had seen Eddie walking towards him, he waved

without thinking twice. Ben was quiet genuinely happy to see him again or maybe the fact that Eddie was still able to see him again.




He had been thinking ever since their first meeting that Eddie’s ability to see him was just a one-time thing. ‘Apparently not!’
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Eddie completely forgot his inner resolution of not

needing any friends, his self-lecturing tossed in the air and ran towards where Ben was sitting.




A standalone slanting wall where no one else was present for the moment expect for Ben.
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“Hello Eddie, you weren’t in the park or gardens for few days?”
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“You noticed? Are you here every day?” asked Eddie.
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Ben simply nodded and did not explain any further.

“I had to help out Mom a bit at home so wasn’t able to get out much”
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Ben just acknowledged his response and had no reason whatsoever to think otherwise.
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In truth Eddie was not allowed much outside after what had happened back in Dover Hill.
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Eddie wasn’t sure how much of this he should or could

share it with Ben. Afterall he they were only acquainted for a day.
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He decided not to and stick to his mom and the doctor’s

advice. Not to confide anything to strangers except for what they really needed to know. Not everyone can relate or

understand his condition.




Ben was watching the myriads of emotions across Eddie’s face. Eddie was sure not good at lying or

hiding. It was obvious Eddie was struggling. Ben decided not probe any further. He did not want to

alienate Eddie. He never had a friend to talk to for a long time.
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As long Eddie was comfortable and could see him, he wanted befriend him, was that being selfish? Should he tell Eddie the truth and what if that scared him away

and he gets affected in some way emotionally? Ben did not want to risk that either.
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“Must have been quite a lot of work at home, if it kept you cooped up inside for days. Glad you came back.

Shall we walk around when there is still not much of crowd now?”




Eddie heaved a sigh of relief and beamed “Let’s Play!” Ben stiffened, he wasn’t sure if he should encourage

Eddie into playing something which could rouse

peculiar looks from walkers by. He wasn’t sure if they should play but if Eddie insisted, he might have to try something else.



––––––––
[image: ]



Luckily, Eddie himself saved him from having to pick something less inconspicuous for onlookers to notice anything strange.
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“Hide & seek! Let’s play hide and seek” suggested Eddie.
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“Ahh yes Hide & Seek”
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“Yes! It’s been a long time and let’s play! I am rather good at hiding you see. I bet you will not be able to find me so

easily!”




Ben laughed “I am REALLY good at hiding too and the best in finding all in the most secretive place. I must warn you I can go to any nook and corner of this park and know the layout better than most!”
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Eddie looked his new friend up and down, and his

gloating about hiding abilities with a side long glance and wasn’t really sure if Ben was just fibbing




“Better than me?”
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“You’ll see! But one most important thing you should

promise and agree to. The construction site is off limits” “Agreed! Heads I am hiding, you ‘ll be the seeker”




“Done”
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Ben stood up for the official toss. Eddie flipped the coin. It was Heads and Eddie triumphantly threw his arms up and jumping as he won the toss.
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“Good Luck in finding me! Turn around and start counting.
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Ben obliged and started counting “One, two,

three......twenty- three................twenty-

five...fifty”

Ben kept his little secret to himself; he was having fun and did not want to spoil it.
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After an hour at playing hide and seek ...




“Confess, you were cheating!” Eddie repeated again and continued prodding Ben to confess that he was cheating for the past few minutes.




“No, I did not!” repeated Ben for the hundredth time. “It’s impossible for anyone to find someone so quickly
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and definitely not every time and most definitely not in that remote corner of the park behind the hedge so quickly!!”




“You were just predictable that’s all” replied Ben trying to hide his smile. How could he tell his friend he travelled fast like the wind?




“No not every time!” sulked Eddie. “You almost took no time in finding me. That’s impossible”




Ben simply shrugged and smiled.
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“But it took almost twenty minutes for me to find you , when it was your turn to hide and you choose the same spot!” whined Eddie




“It’s okay!” You’ll get better grinned Ben.
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Eddie just shook his head not believing his ears. Just as they crossed the gates Eddie saw his mother waiting in the car and ran towards her.
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“Mom, you just won’t believe what happened. My new friend beat me in Hide & Seek game every single time! Can we invite him to dinner tonight?’
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Watching her son come alive with such excitement just as a child of his age should have been lightened her heart

and eased all the pain and anxiety, they had been through for the last year or so. “Yes Sure! Sure! Why not?”
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Eddie turned to invite his friend over for dinner and Ben was nowhere to be seen. He could not find him

anywhere around. Surprised and slightly disappointed that he too must have left with his someone just he had run towards his mother to ask her permission.




Eddie walked b a c k towards the gate just in case he was still there and most definitely he was not around. Strange!
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His mom had got out to invite his friend “What happened? Where is your friend sweetheart?”
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“I think his parents must have come in the same time when I came to speak to you and he must have left in hurry.

Maybe another time”
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He got inside the car with his mother, wondering “Why had Ben disappeared so quickly?”



––––––––
[image: ]



Ben watched them leave hiding behind a bush inside

the park and later walked towards the park, his, his eyes moist and filled with tears.



––––––––
[image: ]



‘What was he thinking befriending Eddie? This could never happen!” tears sliding down his cheeks, merging with the darkness as one, once again as the invisible.
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