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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

Allah, the One who answers prayers, we ask Him to bestow His goodness upon brother [Alaa Al-Din] in this world and the Hereafter, to benefit through him, and to make him blessed wherever he may be. For a man's blessing lies in his teaching of goodness wherever he resides, and in advising those he encounters.

Allah's Mention of Prophet Jesus (Peace Be Upon Him)

Allah the Exalted said about Jesus (peace be upon him): "And He made me blessed wherever I am" [Maryam: 31], meaning a teacher of goodness, inviting to Allah, reminding of Him, and urging obedience to Him. This is part of a man's blessing.

The Loss of Blessing in Meetings

Whoever lacks this has missed out on blessing, and the blessing of meeting and gathering with him is lost. In fact, the blessing is diminished for whoever meets and gathers with such a person.

Wasting Time and Corruption of the Heart

He wastes time in trivial matters, corrupts the heart, and every affliction that befalls a servant is due to wasting time and corrupting the heart. This leads to losing his share from Allah, and a decrease in his rank and status with Him.

Warning from Some Scholars

Some of the scholars advised, for this reason saying: Beware of associating with those whose company wastes time and corrupts the heart. For when time is wasted and the heart becomes corrupt, all matters of the servant become disordered. Among those whom Allah has mentioned: "And do not obey one whose heart We have made heedless of Our remembrance and who follows his desire and whose affair is ever [in] neglect." (Quran, Al-Kahf: 28).

Reflection on the State of Creation

Anyone who reflects upon the state of this creation will find that almost all except a few have allowed their hearts to neglect the remembrance of Allah, following their own desires. Their affairs and interests have thus become neglected, meaning they have neglected what benefits them and leads to their well-being, and instead occupied themselves with what does not benefit them, which in fact causes harm to them, both in the immediate and distant future.

Those Whom Allah Has Commanded Us Not to Obey

[And these people] Allah - exalted is He - has commanded His Messenger not to obey them. The obedience to the Messenger is only complete when it is not in obedience to these people. [For indeed], they call to what resembles their desires, and they are heedless of the remembrance of Allah.

Heedlessness of Allah and the Hereafter

When one becomes preoccupied with following desires, [this leads to] the genesis of all evil. Often, one is associated with the other and does not part from it.

Reflection on the Corruption of Conditions

Reflecting on the corruption of conditions in the world in general and specifically, it is found to originate from these two principles.

Negligence and Its Consequences

Negligence turns away between the servant and the understanding of the truth, its knowledge, and awareness of it, leading them to be among [the astray].

Following Desires and Its Deterrence

Following desires prevents them from intending the truth, desiring it, and following it, thus becoming among those who are condemned.

Those Granted Blessings

As for those granted blessings, they are the ones whom Allah has favored with knowledge of the truth, both in understanding and in surrendering to it and preferring it over everything else in action.

The Path of Salvation

These are the ones on the path of salvation, while others are on the path of destruction. Hence, Allah - glorified be He - has commanded us to say multiple times every day and night: "Guide us to the straight path - The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favor, not of those who have evoked [Your] anger or of those who are astray." [Surah Al-Fatihah: 6-7].

The Compulsion to Seek Beneficial Knowledge and Avoid Harm

Therefore, the servant is compelled beyond all compulsion to be aware of what benefits him in his livelihood and in the Hereafter, and to be influential and intentional in seeking what benefits him, while avoiding what harms him.

The Path to Guidance and Avoiding Misguidance

Through the combination of these two aspects [he achieves], he is guided to the straight path. If he misses knowing this, he walks the path of those who are astray, and if he misses intending and following it, he walks the path of those who have incurred [His] anger.

Understanding the Significance of the Supplication

This illustrates the significance of this great supplication and the intensity of the need for it, upon which the happiness of this world and the Hereafter depends.

The Constant Need for Guidance

The servant is in constant need of guidance in every moment and breath, in all that comes to him and leaves him. Indeed, it is among matters that cannot be separated from him.

Seeking Guidance towards the Truth

Among them are matters that have come to him without proper guidance due to ignorance, so he needs to seek guidance towards the truth in them.

Recognition of Guidance and Need for Repentance

Either he is aware of the guidance therein, but deliberately follows it incorrectly, thus necessitating repentance from it.

Matters Lacking Knowledge and Action in Guidance

Or matters in which he lacks both knowledge and action regarding their guidance, thus missing the guidance towards knowing and understanding them, intending and desiring them, and acting upon them.

Need for Complete Guidance

Or matters where he has been guided partially but not fully, requiring complete guidance in them.

Detailed Guidance Requirements

Or matters where he has been guided to their foundation without the details, necessitating detailed guidance.

Different Aspects of Guidance

Or a path he has been guided to, yet he needs further guidance within it; guidance to the path is one thing, while guidance along the path itself is another. Don't you see that a person knows the route of a certain city is such and such, but does not manage to follow it properly? Following it requires specific guidance within the act itself, like walking at a certain time rather than another.

Specific Guidance in Practical Matters

Taking water in a container of such and such amount, and descending to a specific location rather than another, this is guidance within the act itself that someone familiar with the route may overlook, leading to loss and deviation from the intended goal.

Future Guidance Needs

Similarly, there are other matters where one needs to attain future guidance in them, similar to what has been attained in the past.

Correct Belief Guidance

Matters where one is devoid of the belief in truth or falsehood, requiring guidance towards correctness in them.

Delusion and Need for Guidance

Matters where one believes he is on guidance but is actually in delusion without realizing it, necessitating transition from that belief with guidance from God.

Guiding Others and Its Importance

Matters where one has acted correctly, needing to guide others to it, advising and instructing them. Neglecting this leads to missing out on guidance according to one's actions, just as guiding others and teaching them leads to God's guidance and knowledge for oneself, thus becoming a guide and an instructor, as mentioned in the Prophet's (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) supplication narrated by Tirmidhi and others : "O Allah, adorn us with the adornment of faith, and make us among the guided and guiding ones, not among the misguided or those who lead astray, supporters of Your allies and adversaries to Your enemies. We love with Your love those who love You, and we oppose with your enmity those who oppose You."

Blessing through Giving Advice and Teaching

"I beseech Allah, and hope for His response, that He showers His benevolence upon my brother in this life and the Hereafter, and makes him a source of benefit and blessing wherever he may be. Indeed, a person's blessing lies in spreading goodness and offering advice to all. Allah, the Exalted, has said, recounting the words of Jesus:

'And He made me blessed wherever I may be.' [Surah Maryam (19):31].

This means a disseminator of good, a caller to Allah, who reminds others of Him, and an encourager of obedience. Thus, this is a true blessing for any individual.

One devoid of these qualities lacks blessing, and consequently, meeting such a person and spending time with them becomes bereft of blessing. Moreover, if one wastes time merely discussing events and occurrences, it corrupts the heart.

The Consequences of Heart Corruption

Every harm that befalls a servant stems from corruption of the heart. Such corruption results in the loss of the heart's right upon Allah, the Exalted, and a decline in its status in His sight. Therefore, the wise scholars caution against associating with those who waste time and corrupt hearts, for such negligence (the wasting of time and the corrupting of the hearts) ruins all aspects of a servant's life. They fall into the category of those about whom Allah, the Exalted, warned:

'And obey not him whose heart We have made heedless of Our Remembrance, one who follows his own lusts and whose affair has been lost and wasted.' [Surah al-Kahf (18):28].

The Punishment for Heedlessness

Upon reflection, one finds that the vast majority are heedless of Allah's remembrance, following their desires to the detriment of their own well-being. They neglect what benefits them and instead engage in harmful pursuits, in this life and the Hereafter.

Allah, perfect and free from imperfection, commanded His Messenger not to obey such people. True obedience to the Messenger requires abstaining from those who call to heedlessness of Allah's remembrance, and thereby to hardships and difficulties. When such neglect (being unmindful of Allah’s remembrance) and desire-driven behavior combine, they lead to every form of evil, often intertwined with one another.

Contemplation on the Roots of Worldly Corruption

Whoever reflects on the corruption prevailing in the world, both broadly and specifically, will identify its origins in these fundamental principles (being unmindfulness of Allaah's remembrance and the home of the Hereafter and the following of desires).

Heedlessness and Straying

Heedlessness obstructs a servant from grasping and understanding the truth, thus causing him to stray.

Following Desires and Divine Displeasure

Following one's desires hinders the search for and adherence to truth, leading to divine displeasure and anger.

Favor and Guidance

Those favored by Allah are blessed with recognizing and adhering











































































d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
F- 0 YR
B %

\\\ff
> The Beautiful q
\ |
J Advice
of
Ibn Qayyim
and
Ibn Al-Jawzi

Muddassir Khan

‘e @ Q¢ ) )
\' "W‘ N\ e &é \\‘*f- YA . 4 ‘N' B
e .,’%\M&Néﬂ%}ﬁaﬁf &






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





d2d_images/scene_break.png





