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HELLO FELLOW DOG LOVER!

So long as you have praise, enthusiasm and rewards in abundance, it doesn’t matter what type of dog you have or their personality: in my experience, all dogs love learning tricks. Not only do they find it fun, they love to please and feel very proud of themselves when they make you happy. It’s also a great way to stimulate them and stop them getting bored, and it builds a wonderful relationship between the two of you.

[image: image]

I’ve filled this book with tricks I’ve been teaching dog ‘actors’ for the last two decades; some cute, some funny, but all impressive. All the tricks here can be taught by anyone, ranging from the downright easy – such as teaching your dog to spin – to ones which require a little more patience and practice – such as the bring-in-the-newspaper trick (see ‘Bring an object’). All of them are worth the effort: I still get a thrill when a dog salutes for the first time, and my heart always melts when they master covering their eyes.

A question I am often asked is whether you can teach an old dog new tricks. You absolutely can! I have trained dogs from the age of 8 weeks up to the age of 10 years. So, whether you have a puppy or a veteran, I promise he or she can be rivalling the movie stars in no time.

Good luck!





A BIT ABOUT ME

I’ve been an animal trainer for film and television for over twenty years, something I still pinch myself about. Animals have always been my absolute passion; at 13 I started working in a poodle parlour on Saturdays and I did my apprenticeship there when I left school, becoming a doggy hairdresser soon after. It hadn’t crossed my mind to look into animal training as a career until a friend’s father – an art director in the film industry – told me the job existed. I couldn’t believe it: getting paid to play with animals all day and go on film sets?! It was too good to be true.

I felt sure I didn’t stand a chance of breaking into it, but I managed to find the names of some agencies through a friend in the industry and I eagerly contacted all of them. I did a lot of work for free before I finally landed a full-time job, and a few years later I was given an amazing opportunity when I was asked to work for an internationally acclaimed animal training company, Birds and Animals. I’ve now run the UK branch for 18 years.

One of the things I love about my job is how different each day is. At any one time, I might be working on anything between one and eight feature films, as well as adverts and TV shows, and over the years I’ve trained reindeer, monkeys, mongoose and bats, to name just a few. But dogs are by far the animal I’ve worked with the most. In fact, the film that particularly sticks out for me through the years involved lots of dogs: 102 Dalmatians. I was the head puppy trainer, so essentially it was my job to play with adorable puppies all day! It was such an incredible experience.

Pretty much all dogs love to be trained, but – just like humans – not all dogs want to be actors. This means casting the right dog is very important. The first thing I look for is confidence. Film sets are often big places with lots of people, noise and lights, so a shy or nervous dog simply wouldn’t enjoy it. The second thing all dog actors need to be is greedy! A greedy dog with lots of energy is perfect, because he or she will be motivated by the reward and will really enjoy learning and having lots to do and think about.

I try to rescue as many dogs as I can when it comes to casting. Once I have the description of the particular type of dog needed, I contact rescue centres to see if they have any that fit the bill and are in need of a home. One of my favourite dogs over the years was an eight-year-old Yorkshire Terrier named Pickles. She was in such horrendous shape when I went to collect her: she had been rescued from a puppy farm and was very sick. I nursed her back to health and, once she was better, I trained her for a film called What a Girl Wants, which starred Colin Firth and Amanda Bynes. She was always so happy and would do anything I asked her to do, and she loved all the attention she got. She stayed with me after the filming was over and lived until she was 20 years old. Rescue dogs often turn out to be the best dogs; most of them just need love and understanding and to have their energy channelled in a positive way. It is wonderful to give them a second chance.





HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

Hopefully you’ve bought (or been given) this book because you already have a dog; so long as you have one, the rest is very simple*!

[image: image]Have a read of ‘Top tips for success’, which offers lots of advice on how to get started and teach tricks successfully.

[image: image]Start with the tricks in ‘The Essentials’ chapter – your dog needs to know these before you move on to any others.

[image: image]Before you begin each trick, take a look at the key at the top for the following information:


	[image: image]	what size dog the trick is suitable for. Measuring up to your dog’s shoulder, small means 30 cm/12 inches or under, medium means 45 cm/18 inches or under, and a big dog is anything above that.

	[image: image]	the average length of time it will take for your dog to be performing the trick perfectly on cue.

	[image: image]	what you’ll need to successfully teach the trick.

	[image: image]	the tricks your dog needs to know already before you attempt the trick you’re looking at.



Each time you finish a trick, sign the box at the bottom of the page. Then, when your dog has successfully completed all the tricks in the book, award him or her the coveted certificate at the very back and let your dog do a smug lap of honour around the park.

*   If you don’t have a dog then you can look into borrowing one using BorrowMyDoggy.com.





TOP TIPS FOR SUCCESS

The below FAQs provide some useful advice on how to approach trick training and give you and your dog the best chance of success. Give them a read-through before you get stuck into the tricks.

Q: WHERE IS THE BEST PLACE TO TEACH MY DOG TRICKS?

A: At home – somewhere familiar where your dog feels comfortable and won’t be distracted by other dogs or fun places to explore.

Q: WHEN IS THE BEST TIME TO TEACH MY DOG A TRICK?

A: In the day when your dog isn’t tired, and before feeding time. Do not give him or her a huge meal and then expect them to want a training session straight after – like us, they want to rest after a meal! Due to medical reasons to do with their tummies, it is absolutely crucial that larger breeds are not exercised after a meal; they should have a good couple of hours of rest.

Q: HOW MANY TRICKS CAN I TEACH MY DOG AT ONCE?

A: Two or three. Once your dog has these mastered perfectly, stop those tricks and pick a couple more. You don’t want to overload your dog with too much information. Your dog won’t forget the previous tricks he or she has learnt, but you should refresh them from time to time to keep the standard high.

Q: HOW SHOULD I PRAISE MY DOG? HOW MUCH FUSS SHOULD I MAKE?

A: By saying ‘good’ (or ‘good boy’/ ‘good girl’) in a positive, animated way – the tone of your voice is key here. You can give them a stroke as well, although you may want to reserve this for when they’ve mastered the whole trick, rather than at the end of each little step. It’s important to be very vocal with your praise in the early stages of training any trick, when your dog is trying to work out what you are asking, and once they understand and succeed. You can make less of a song and dance about it once they are doing it consistently, but never stop praising them altogether. Reassure your dog all the time during training. Never, ever scold your dog – trick training is all about the carrot, never the stick!

Q: WHEN I’M REWARDING MY DOG, DOES IT MATTER WHICH WAY ROUND I SAY ‘GOOD’ AND GIVE THE TREAT?

A: You should say ‘good’ first, then give your dog the reward. This reinforces the fact that your dog is getting the treat for what he has done correctly. For example, if you say sit and he sits, say ‘good’ the second he does it and then give him the treat. He will come to learn that when you say ‘good’ a treat is on its way.

Q: WHAT TREATS SHOULD I USE?

A: Whatever your dog’s favourite treat is. I often use little bits of chicken or sausages. It’s very important, however, to make sure your dog doesn’t
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