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Exam support



1 Examinations


The assessment for CCEA GCSE Religious Studies is through examination. There is no coursework or controlled assessment.

Short Course: One external written examination worth 100 per cent of the overall GCSE qualification (1.5 hours).

Full Course: Two external written examinations each worth 50 per cent of the overall GCSE qualification (1.5 hours each).




2 Structure of the exam paper


Section A: You must answer all the questions in this section.

Section B: You must answer two questions in this section.

VERY IMPORTANT: There will be three questions in Section B, each in parts (a), (b) and (c). You must make sure you answer two complete questions (e.g., questions 5 and 6, or questions 5 and 7 or questions 6 and 7). It is not advisable to try to answer all three questions. If you have extra time at the end of your exam, spend it checking over the rest of your paper.




3 Assessment objectives


‘Assessment objective’ refers to the skills you need to show in a certain type of question. There are two assessment objectives for GCSE Religious Studies.

AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion, including beliefs and practices.

AO2: Analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief.

All exam papers follow the same format:

AO1: Questions 1(a), 1(b), 2(a), 3(a), 3(b), 4(a), 5(a), 5(b), 6(a), 6(b), 7(a), 7(b).

AO2: Questions 1(c), 2(b), 2(c), 3(c), 4(b), 4(c), 5(c), 6(c), 7(c).




4 Command words


‘Command words’ are the first word in every question. They give a command, or in other words tell you what you must do in that question. These are the most commonly used command words for GCSE Religious Studies.

What/give/name – Can be used for the short answers in 1(a) and 2(a). These questions test factual knowledge. One-word or short-sentence responses are all that is needed.

Outline – Can be used for any part (a) in Sections A and B. You will need to address the question and show accurate and detailed knowledge. Write in continuous prose (AO1).

Describe – Can be used for any part (a) in Sections A and B. You will need to address the question and show accurate and detailed knowledge. Write in continuous prose (AO1).

Complete the story – Will be used for 3(a). You will be given the first part of a passage you have studied from Mark’s Gospel. You should complete the story showing accurate and detailed knowledge, presenting your information in the correct order. Write in continuous prose (AO1).

Explain – Can be used for any part (b) in Sections A and B. You will need to address the question showing accurate knowledge with understanding. Write in continuous prose (AO1).

Do you think? – Used for 2(b) and 4(b). This command will be followed by a question and you will be asked to give reasons for your answer (AO2).

Do you agree? – Used for 1(c), 2(c), 3(c) and 4(c). This command will follow a statement and you will be asked to give reasons for your answer (AO2).

For these short (5-mark) evaluation paragraphs, you are required to express an opinion and support it with reason, evidence and argument. The question is open-ended and you may respond positively or negatively (or combine positive and negative points). It is the quality of argument that gains marks rather than your viewpoint.

Do you agree or disagree? – Used for 5(c), 6(c) and 7(c). This command will follow a statement and you will be asked to give reasons for your answer (AO2).

For the longer (10-mark evaluation) answers, you are required to express an opinion and support it with reason, evidence and argument, while taking account of and referring to at least one other different/contrasting point of view. You must also present and explain relevant teaching from Mark’s Gospel.




5 Levels of response


The paragraphs (5 marks) and the longer answers (10 marks) are marked in levels. Before deciding on a mark, your examiner will decide which level is appropriate for your answer, then a mark will be awarded that matches the level.



	5-mark answers




	Level

	Marks






	1

	1




	2

	2–3




	3

	4–5







	  
	10-mark answers




	Level

	Marks






	1

	1–2




	2

	3–4




	3

	5–6




	4

	7–8




	5

	9–10











For AO1 answers (5 marks) requiring knowledge and understanding, the examiners will be looking for:

Level 1 One relevant point with no development.

Level 2 Clear knowledge and understanding with some development. Two or more relevant points should be made.

Level 3 A detailed answer that is well-structured and with very good development. Two or three relevant and accurate points should be made.

For AO2 answers (5 marks) requiring analysis and evaluation, the examiners will be looking for:

Level 1 One simple reason given to support an opinion.

Level 2 Two reasoned arguments to analyse and evaluate an opinion.

Level 3 Well-formed and reasoned arguments to analyse and evaluate personal responses. The arguments should be developed and supported with relevant evidence.

For AO2 answers (10 marks) requiring analysis and evaluation, the examiners will be looking for:

Level 1 Basic arguments with basic use of specialist vocabulary. Opinion is supported by one or two simple reasons. Inaccurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Level 2 Limited arguments with limited use of specialist vocabulary. Opinion is supported by two simple reasons, with one developed. Some accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Level 3 Good, reasoned arguments with good use of specialist vocabulary. Opinion is supported by two developed reasons. A Level 3 answer could be one-sided, but there must be relevance to religion, as asked for in the question (i.e. Mark’s Gospel). Mainly accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Level 4 Well-formed and reasoned arguments with very good use of specialist vocabulary. There is evidence of a reasoned consideration of different points of view, with knowledge and understanding of religion. Accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.

Level 5 Very well-formed and reasoned arguments with excellent use of specialist vocabulary. The difference between a Level 4 and a Level 5 answer is in the quality and the coherence of the answer. Highly accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.



Important information about levels


●   If you do not include different points of view in your answer, the highest level you can achieve is Level 3. This means a maximum of 5–6 marks out of 10. You cannot get a higher mark if your answer is one-sided.

●   If you do not include reference to Mark’s Gospel in your answer, the highest level you can achieve is Level 2. This means a maximum of 3–4 marks out of 10. You cannot get a higher mark without this specific reference asked for on your paper.

You can see the levels of response used by examiners by visiting CCEA’s website (www.ccea.org.uk). Go to Religious Studies, GCSE Revised (2017), past papers, then mark schemes.





6 Longer answers


Most of the assessment in GCSE Religious Studies is through short questions and short paragraphs. The longer answers give you an opportunity to show your skills at extended writing. You will need to demonstrate to the examiner that you can frame and develop an argument, consider alternative points of view and come to a conclusion. You will need to show evidence in support of your arguments, which will include reference to Mark’s Gospel.

It is important to plan your answer carefully to include everything that is needed and to write a coherent answer. You could use the following structure.

●   Start by saying whether you agree or disagree with the statement in the question. Explain your reasons, referring to material you have learnt on your course. You do not need to have a lengthy introduction – get started straight away on answering the question.

●   Consider an opposing point of view, or different views held by others. Use relevant evidence in support of these views and explain why some people have this opinion.

●   Assess the validity of the different views you have considered and come to an overall conclusion. Your conclusion does not need to be long – two or three sentences should be fine.
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