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​Refounding America: The Case for a Constitutional Convention

By John Weyermuller

From the Civic Sense series, straightforward insights and practical answers for those who want to understand the world and improve it.

About the Civic Sense Series

The Civic Sense series was created with a simple goal: to make sense of a complicated world. In a time of political dysfunction, social upheaval, environmental crisis, and economic anxiety, it’s easy to feel overwhelmed or to tune out altogether. These books are an invitation to do the opposite.

Written in clear, accessible language, each volume tackles a major issue shaping our future, from the collapse of civilizations and climate change, to democratic reform, education, economic justice, and beyond. These are not textbooks, academic essays, or political manifestos. They are short, thoughtful guides for everyday people who want to understand what’s happening, why it matters, and what can be done about it.

Each book begins with the big picture, explores how we got here, and offers real-world solutions rooted in history, evidence, and common sense. Whether you’re a concerned citizen, an educator, a student, or just someone looking for clarity, the Civic Sense series is for you.

This is a time for rebuilding, not only our systems, but our civic imagination. That starts with good information, told plainly and honestly. The Civic Sense series is part of that effort: a toolbox for thinking critically, acting wisely, and working together to create a future that is more resilient, more just, and more humane than what we inherited.

​No jargon. No spin. Just ideas that matter. For people who care.

​Introduction – What Happened to Our Republic?

The United States was founded as a republic, governed not by kings, nor emperors, nor czars, or autocrats, but by laws and representatives accountable to the people. A republic requires more than elections. It demands that power be limited, fair, and distributed in ways that reflect the will of the people and protect their rights. But today, that republic is failing.

We are told our votes matter, yet elections are distorted by gerrymandering, voter suppression, and a broken Electoral College. We are told we are equal under the law, yet wealth and special interests shape outcomes in Washington, and the wealthy more often than not escape the legal consequences of their actions, while the poor languish in debt to the government and rot in the largest prison system in the world. We are told our government works for us, yet most Americans believe it only serves the rich and powerful, because that’s become the reality.

What we have is not a functioning republic. At best, it’s an oligarchy, government by the few. At worst, it’s slipping into autocracy, government without consent. This book is about how we fix that. It is a call to action for a new Constitutional Convention. A legal, peaceful, and democratic process to update the rules of our government for the 21st century.

We will begin by exploring how the founders saw the Constitution. They saw it not as sacred scripture, but as a tool to be revised and improved. We’ll examine how our current systems are broken and why conventional reform isn’t enough. Then, we’ll make the case for a modern Convention and explore how it could work, who should participate, and what it could achieve.

This book is part of the Civic Sense series, written in plain, direct language for anyone who cares about the future of American democracy. You don’t need a law degree to understand your Constitution. You just need curiosity, courage, and a sense of ownership.
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​Chapter 1 – A Nation Built to Be Rebuilt
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The U.S. Constitution was never meant to be sacred or static. The men who wrote it in 1787 knew it was imperfect. In fact, many of them disagreed fiercely about what it should say. That’s why they built in ways to change it.

The very fact that the Constitution includes Article V, a way to amend it, is proof enough that the founders saw their document as a starting point, not a finished product. Thomas Jefferson even believed that every generation ought to rewrite the constitution so that the living would not be ruled by the dead.

Over the past 235 years, the Constitution has been amended only 27 times. Many of these changes were critical, like abolishing slavery, granting women the right to vote, and lowering the voting age to 18. Others were more technical or political. But almost every major change has come because regular people demanded it, not because those in power offered it freely.

Even in the founding era, debate was fierce. The original Constitutional Convention replaced the Articles of Confederation entirely, something they technically had no authority to do. Later we added the Bill of Rights, Reconstruction Amendments, and Progressive Era reforms. The civil rights movement pushed through the Voting Rights Act, while the Watergate scandal led to new limits on presidential power and campaign finance.

In each of these moments, the nation faced a choice: keep patching a broken system, or rise to the moment and rebuild. We are at one of those moments again. Today’s Constitution no longer protects equal representation, allows for massive corruption through dark money, and fails to ensure basic democratic rights. The system is not broken because people don't care. It’s broken because the rules were never built to serve everyone, and now they are actively being used to serve the few.

It is not un-American to seek change. It is deeply American to seek change. We are nation born due to change, with change pulsing through the young nations life blood. The real betrayal would be to sit silently as our democracy withers.

The United States was not just born out of war. It was born out of ideas. In the late 18th century, a wave of intellectual transformation was sweeping through Europe. This period, known as the Enlightenment, emphasized reason over tradition, science over superstition, and the belief that governments should serve the people. Not the other way around. Writers like John Locke, Montesquieu, Voltaire, and Rousseau challenged old systems of monarchy and divine rule. They proposed radical new ideas about liberty, rights, and the separation of powers. These were not just academic theories, they were a blueprint for a freer, fairer society. They were the catalyst for movements that would dominate the late 18th and 19th centuries, such as abolition of slavery.

The American founders read these thinkers. They debated their ideas in taverns, town halls, and eventually at the Constitutional Convention. Thomas Jefferson called Locke one of the greatest men who ever lived. James Madison






​Sidebar: The Enlightenment Thinkers Who Shaped America


d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





d2d_images/cover.jpg
P oA R o

+ Refounding America: The
,* * case for a Constitutional

*

* 9 Convention

o ¢

**’ The first
Constitutional

Convention
‘ changed America.
The next one
) could save it.

f
r

By: John Weyermuller !
—

[{I From the Civic Sense series — straightforward _/
\ insights and practical answers for those who l ,
‘\ want to understand the world and improve it. =

7_ S, > ,
o ——Qf (

|






d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





