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Arabia is the green area, and that is where Muhammad was born. For those who don't have a colored page, that area is the darker area.
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Priests & monks
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As the time approached for the full revelation of Allah's apostle, Hebrew priests and Christian monks discussed among each other what this revelation meant.

An Arab tribesman said, ‘I was resting in the courtyard of our family home and a Jew who did business with us told us of the day of judgement, the resurrection, of paradise and of hell. The idolaters among us had no knowledge of the resurrection. The Jew assured us that he would prefer to be cast into the greatest oven in this world, scorching though it might be and sealed tight, rather than face the torments of hell in the next world.’ 

A kinsman of the tribesman said, 'Show us the sign that there is hope for  the Arabs!'

The Jew replied, ‘A prophet will arise in the direction of this nation’ - then he pointed towards Mecca.

They asked, ‘When?’

The Jew looked at the youngest in the group and said, ‘When this boy's life reaches maturity, he will see him.’ 

Allah sent his apostle to live among them, and when he did, the Jew that looked at the youngest in the group refused to become a believer in Allah, even after the apostle had promoted Islam. The Arab tribesman said, ‘Sorrow to you! Did you not inform us about the apostle who became the prophet?’

He replied, ‘Yes, but not about this one!’

Then there was the Syrian Jew who paid a visit to the Banu Quraysa, a Jewish tribe, several years before the establishment of Islam. That Syrian Jew, named Jacob, ended up settling down among the Banu. As his death approached, he said, ‘Why do you think I came away from the land of abundance to the land of misfortune? I have come to this nation to await the arrival of a prophet, whose time is near. It is to this country that he will flee. I hoped he would be sent during my lifetime, so I might follow him. His time is near. Jesus was sent to shed his own blood, but the prophet I speak of will be sent to shed the blood of others, to capture children and women, and to imprison those who oppose him. But do not let this hinder you from following him.’

Years later, when the apostle attacked the Banu Qurayza, the friends of Jacob said, ‘This is the prophet foretold to us!’

As a result, they came down from their fort and made a profession ­of Islam, in order to preserve their lives and their property.

Like the Jews and Christians, the Arab foreteller practitioners also spoke of the coming of an apostle, but their people paid no heed until Allah sent him. Whereas the most Jews and Christians chose their prophecies from the Scriptures, the Arab foretellers received their foreknowledge of most events from the spirits of the air who stole information by listening close to heaven. When the coming of the apostle was close at hand, meteors from the sky were hurled at the djinns and they were driven away from the places where Arab foretellers used to sit and hear. The djinns are supernatural creatures.

The first Arabs to be struck with fear at the sight of those shoot­ing stars went to the wisest man of their tribe and said, 'Have you seen what happened in the sky?' 

He replied, 'If the stars thrown down were those which serve as signs by land and sea, those by which the seasons of autumn and spring are defined, and by which the various affairs of mankind are regulated, then the world has come to an end with all the people. But, if those stars remain in their places and it is others which have been thrown down, then Allah has a different purpose and does not mean to destroy creation.'

Afterwards, the apostle asked some men of Medina what had been said there about the falling stars. He was told, 'We said a king has died or has begun to reign; a child has been born, or has died.'

The apostle replied, 'Not so. When Allah reaches any decision concerning his people, he is heard by the bearers of his throne, who praise him. This praise is taken up by the angels below them and by others still further below. The praise continues to travel until it reaches the sky of this world, where other angels also praise. Then these ask each other why they praise. The question ascends gradually until it reaches the bearers of the throne. They then tell of the decree of Allah concerning his people and the news travels down by degrees until it reaches the first heaven, which is the sky of this world, where the angels discuss it. But the evil djinns, who used to listen to such discussions secretly, sometimes misheard. What those djinns sold to soothsayers on earth was sometimes true and sometimes false. The soothsayers also talked about these matters - some giving true and some false accounts. So, when the coming of the apostle of Allah was being discussed by the angels, Allah foiled the djinns by hurling meteors, and from that time onwards an end was made to soothsayers.'

When Muhammad was 40 years old, Allah sent him as a prophet of mercy to the people of the visible and invisible worlds, and to all mankind.

With every prophet whom Allah had sent before the time of Muhammad, he had made a testament, binding each of them to the coming of Muhammad, to declare him a true emissary, to aid him against every enemy, and to testify to every man who believed in the truth of their own prophetic missions that the mission of Muhammad was still to come. They complied, according to Allah’s command, and spread the testament of Allah to all who believed in them, so that many men who believed in the Tanakh or Brit Hadashah at least considered the meat of Muhammad’s covenant.

According to Muhammad’s wife, the first prophetic sign shown by the apostle of Allah took the form of visions. That is to say, the apostle never had a vision in his slumber. Instead, the visions came like the rising sun. She also said that Allah made him love being alone, so that he loved nothing more than to be alone.

When Allah had determined on the coming of the apostle of Allah, Muhammad carried out some business at such a distance that he left human habitation behind and came to deep valleys. As he passed by stones and trees, it is said the trees and stones were verbally saluting him. They saluted the prophet (the apostle sent and inspired by the lower world), a man who could only tell the future with the help of the moon god - a god who was a member of the lower world's country club. The netherworld had all its hopes fixed on the man known as Muhammad (whose nickname was Mu)!

Then Mu heard this: ‘Apostle of Allah!’ The apostle turned to his right and left, and looked behind, but saw nothing except trees and stones. He remained this way for some time, looking and listening. Then a mysterious figure named Gabriel (a figure rejected by the upper world) came to him with a revelation, that revelation which Allah wanted to bestow upon him when he was at the Cave of Hira during the month of Ramadan.

You see, every year the apostle spent a month praying at Hira and fed the poor who came to him. When he returned to Mecca, he walked around the Kaaba 7 times, as it pleased Allah, before entering his own house. In the month of Ramadan, in the year when Allah planned to bestow grace upon him, the apostle went to Hira as usual, and his family accompanied him. 

At night, that angel, Gabriel, came with the command of Allah - but this was not the Gabriel of Luke's gospel. Gabriel came while he was asleep, holding a fabric woven with an elaborate design. There was writing on the fabric, and the writing was a raised pattern on the fabric. Gabriel told him to read it. Mu realized this was not the Gabriel common to the world in perfect realms - this high ranking angel entertaining Muhammad did work from the belly of the beast, the beast made known in the scroll Christians called Revelation.

Muhammad replied, ‘You know I cannot read it.’ 

Then Gabriel pressed the cloth on him until he thought he was dying. Gabriel released his hold and said, ‘Read.’

Muhammad replied the same, ‘I cannot read.’ And he pressed him again with it, until he thought he was to expire. 

Then he loosened his hold and said, ‘Read.’

Muhammad replied again, ‘I cannot.’ 

Once more he pressed Mu and said, ‘Read, for some shall call you Mu.’ 

Muhammad asked, ‘What shall I read, sir?’ Muhammad asked this because he
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