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To My Parents, Gwen and Dana W.,

Who always read my webcomic 

(even when they didn't get the pop-culture references), 

and encouraged my behavior
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DISCLAIMER
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My Legal Minions advised me to state the following:

THESE HOROSCOPES ARE FOR ENTERTAINMENT PURPOSES ONLY.  You know I have to say this, even though these horoscopes are as good, or better, than pretty much any other astrological predictions on the market.  So even if your horoscope tells you to open a portal to another dimension, and you do so, and it goes horribly wrong, remember that we said the magic phrase "For Entertainment Purposes Only", and thereby cannot be held liable for what you do, or the results of any of your actions or those of the ichor-dripping, tentacled horrors that are released from said portal.

Irresponsible use of astrological materials may result in nausea, malaise and irreparable damage to the Space-Time Continuum.  This book is not to be used by pets, robots or Insurance Adjusters.  For use by Belgians only in accordance with all the Stately Laws, Edicts and Royal Decrees of the Kingdom of Belgium. 

If you don't understand any part of this, please do not read my writings.  Do not do things that make these disclaimers necessary, and go back to complaining about how it's a shame nobody spells it "doughnut" anymore.  Thank you.
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INTRODUCTION
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Congratulations!  The mysterious and ineffable Forces of the Universe have brought this text into your hands, a sure sign that you will benefit from a regular reading of The Ask Dr. Eldritch ETERNAL HOROSCOPE OF MYSTERY! 

I'm not one to disparage other Astrologers, but I will say that you, Dear Reader, deserve to know some things about how modern Astrology is done.  You can purchase any number of books of horoscopes for this current year, many of them targeted to you based merely on your Astrological Sign.  With those books, every Scorpio (for example) regardless of the year of their birth, will have the same daily horoscope, which will read like this:

Today is a moderately lucky day!  A family member, friend or coworker will tell you something that will impact your financial situation or your love life.  Even though you'll hope for an interesting event to happen, most of the day will be quite routine.  You might get something in the mail, though.

That couldn't be accurate for every Scorpio, could it?  Of course not.  You obviously want more from your daily horoscope, which is why you are reading this book right now. 

The Ask Dr. Eldritch ETERNAL HOROSCOPE OF MYSTERY is different.  Not only does it reflect your astrological sign, but it takes into account when you were born.  This is done by finding your Starting Number (see instructions in the next section), which will be specific to you.  The Scorpio in the example above would have a different horoscope than another Scorpio born on another day.  Doesn't that make more sense?

The beauty of the "Ask Dr. Eldritch" method is that once you obtain your Starting Number, you will have your daily or weekly HOROSCOPE OF MYSTERY for the rest of your life!  The longer you live, the better a bargain this book becomes. 
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
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As a reader of "Ask Dr. Eldritch" materials, you are obviously one of the more intelligent and better-looking people in the world.  It only makes sense that your engagement with your horoscopes will be more involved than merely opening a newspaper and finding your star sign.  To fully enjoy The Ask Dr. Eldritch ETERNAL HOROSCOPE OF MYSTERY!, follow these steps to set up and maintain your horoscope routine:

	Determine your Starting Number. 

	Determine your Increment Number.

	Check your Horoscope regularly – daily or weekly – advancing through the horoscopes by your Increment Number. 

	On your birthday, go to the "If It's Your Birthday..." section.  Advance by your Increment Number to the next Special Birthday Horoscope.  (Of course, the first time you go to this section, you will determine your Special Birthday Horoscope Starting Number and begin from there.)

	Be amazed at how accurate and helpful your daily and Special Birthday horoscopes are.  Tell your family, friends and complete strangers all about it.
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Alternate Technique: 

For each day that you want to read your horoscope, randomly select an entry.  You could do this by closing your eyes, flipping through the pages and pointing.  Or having your pet select one.  You could even use dice or an automatic random number generator.  Due to the zodiological forces at play, you'll select just the right horoscope for you for that day.  You will still want to tell everyone about how terrific The Ask Dr. Eldritch ETERNAL HOROSCOPE OF MYSTERY! is.
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DETERMINING YOUR STARTING NUMBER
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There are two ways to obtain your Starting Number:
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Selection Process #1 (this one involves a bit of math):

Step 1: Calculate the number of days you've been alive.  Thanks to computers and the Internet, there are a number of tools (such as a spreadsheet application) or websites where you can calculate this easily.  If you're a Do-It-Yourself person, you can figure it out yourself by adding the following: ((your age x 365) + Leap Years + Days since your birthday).  Let's say you're a 23-year-old, with a birthday about three months ago.  You'd calculate 23x365=8395, plus 5 Leap Years, plus 93 days (obviously, I'm making this up as an example.  You'll have to use your actual age, unless you're really much rather be 23.25 years old, which doesn't sound too bad, actually).  Anyway, this Young Person gets a number of 8493.

Step 2: Calculate the number of days you've totally wasted playing video games, working at a soul-killing job, attending birthday parties for relatives you don't care about, mowing lawns, and/or falling asleep in class.  Gaze mournfully at that number.  (Haha!  Just kidding!  This has nothing to do with your Horoscope.  But it's a surprising large number of days, isn't it?)

Step 3: Calculate the number of days of full years you've been alive.  This is pretty easy: Multiply 365.25 times your age.  If you're twenty-three, that comes to 8400.75.  Disregard everything to the right of the decimal, so this example would use 8400.

Step 4: Subtract the number from Step 3 from the number from Step 1.  The resulting number is your Starting Number, the number of the Horoscope where you will begin.
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Selection Process #2:

Step 1: Pick a random number between 1 and 737.  Don't use a random number generator for this, just pick the first number that comes to mind.

Step 2: This is your Starting Number.

I know, this seems like you are entrusting your Astrological predictions, and therefore your entire FUTURE, to a completely random process, which is just crazy.  Never fear; there is an elegant simplicity at work.  Because you're selecting the number yourself, the result is totally influenced by not only your initial chart, but by where you are in every Astrological cycle.  So the very fact that you are who you are means that you'll pick exactly the right number for you.  
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DETERMINING YOUR INCREMENT NUMBER
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Your Increment Number is the number you will add each day to find your next horoscope.  For example, if you're a Pisces, and on a Monday you're on Horoscope #105, then your Increment Number is 4, and therefore on Tuesday your horoscope is #109, and on Wednesday, #113, and so on.  See how that works?

Many people already know their Astrological Sign, but here's how to determine that and your Increment Number:
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[image: image]


Your Birthday between:...Sign Is:...Number Is:

December 22 and January 19...Capricorn.........3

January 20 and February 18.....Aquarius..........5

February 19 and March 20........Pisces..............4

March 21 and April 19..............Aries................6

April 20 and May 20.................Taurus.............1

May 21 and June 20................Gemini..............3

June 21 and July 22................Cancer................2

July 23 and August 22.............Leo....................2

August 23 and September 22....Virgo................1

September 23 and October 22...Libra................4

October 23 and November 21....Scorpio...........5

November 22 and December 21.Sagittariu.......6

The Ask Dr. Eldritch Eternal HOROSCOPE OF MYSTERY! FAQ:
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Q: I did both selection processes, and came up with different numbers.  Which one should I use?

A: If you feel you are more scientifically-minded, organized, and fond of office supplies, use the number from Selection Process #1.  If you're more intuitive, emotionally-driven or have a tattoo, use Selection Process #2.

––––––––
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Q: Daily horoscopes exhaust me, will I still benefit if I read one per week?

A: Yes, of course!  If you are that kind of person, reading one per week will work perfectly for you.
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Q: But how do I keep track of where I am in the book from day to day or week to week?

A: Many people find that putting a paper clip on the page works very well as a marker.  Each time you go check your horoscope, you'll slide it down the proper amount (or move to the next page).  Also quite effective are using a sticky note, bit of string, fancy clip-on bookmark, or having one of your servants keep track. 
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Q: I'm a Scorpio, and today my horoscope was #735.  What do I do for tomorrow?

A: As you count out to your Increment Number, when you reach #737, flip back to the front of the book and treat #1 as the next number.  Since you count 5 entries per day, tomorrow your horoscope will be #3.  To make this easy, the book identifies the next horoscope for each sign.
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Q: What if it's my birthday?  Do I get a special horoscope or anything?

A: Yes, you do!  After reading your daily horoscope, go to the "If It's Your Birthday" section at the end of this book. 
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Q: Wait, how do I select my Starting Number again?

A: The instructions are under the heading "Determining Your Starting Number."  Use either "Selection Process #1" or "Selection Process #2", although if you're asking this question now, I recommend using Selection Process #2.
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Q: What if I miss a few days, and I'm not sure how many.  How do I figure out the number I should use for the next horoscope?

A: The beauty of this Eternal Horoscope is that it takes this into account.  If you're the highly-organized, rigorous sort, you'll progress through each entry like clockwork.  If you're more free-form, spontaneous or disorganized, you'll check in every few days, weeks or months.  In either case, for each time you check your horoscope, you count down your Increment Number, and that will be your horoscope for the day. 
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Q: I still don't understand how to figure out my Starting Number.

A: Fine, then just use 7.

THE ASK DR. ELDRITCH HOROSCOPES OF MYSTERY!

––––––––
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1.  Heads up!  Protect your head; you'll want it for later!  The Air Sign in Opposition brings misfortune with child-proof caps, electronic devices, and things falling from the sky.  Wear a helmet.  Stay indoors.  Watch TV (or if that gives out, just read a book)!  Forgive a Sagittarius for gloating.
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2. Break Time!  There are people who admire your Tireless Efforts, but the Stars say to ease up on your exhaustive investigation of Secret Government Conspiracies.  Not forever; just take several days off.  The Truth will still be Out There when you return.  Choose a Scorpio last.
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3. How's your car?  Slow starting, running a little rough or not working up to its potential?  If trips to the mechanic find nothing wrong, you may need to take it to a Vehicular Therapist.  You haven't wondered whether your car is happy?  Maybe you should ask.  Discord with a Cancer. 
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4. Are you filled with strong emotions?  Recently been approached by strangers who claim that your friends are plotting against you?  They seem nice, and you may be tempted to go over to the Dark Side, but they only want to reach their recruitment quota and the Level Upgrade that brings!  (If you've already gone over, please disregard this horoscope).  A Virgo makes a challenge. 
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5. An amazing twist of Fate will bring you immediate fame and fortune!  Got your "Sudden Wealth Readiness Kit" handy?  You should!  And practice your "Crowd of Adoring Fans" Drills so you won't run and hide under the sofa like you usually do when stressed.  Your trust in a Leo is misplaced, but works out.
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6. How are you with enclosed spaces?  Stars indicate that this is the week for you to be trapped in an elevator, go on a long submarine trip, or perhaps travel into space.  Bonus: You can work on your issues with reptiles, umbrellas, yellow paint, people who snort when they laugh, cocktail onions, liquid soap and fried food.  A Capricorn teaches you a useful skill.
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7. The Truth Comes Out!  A tryst with a Libra, Scorpio or Radiologist in a public place will expose an embezzlement scheme with ties to a secret organization.  Sounds like fun?  You'll get your picture in the news!  (And rethink any plans for covert requisitioning of funds, if that's crossed your mind lately...)  Expect a surprise visit from a Pisces. 
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8. When giving gifts, think WAY outside of the Candy Box, and consider the unusual and avant-garde.  Eschew flowers; give Office Supplies!  Avoid jewelry; offer Power Tools!  Consider Second-Hand Clothes, Medical Equipment, Wind-Up Toys or the Ultimate Exotic Present: Oven Mitts!  An Aries will need a hug.
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9. Watch what you say!  Mercury prompts a series of unlikely events leading up to your words being selected by the Neo-Eternity Project, an effort to build a monolith that will last a thousand millennia, with quotes from contemporary people inscribed on it.  How'd you like to be known for a million years as the one who told that joke about the pirate and a steering wheel?  A Taurus offers sage advice.
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10. The rascally Moon is stirring up the Elementals.  No, not like Boron and Iron, but the Elemental Spirits, like Djinn, Salamanders and Undines!  Do you know the proper form of address for each of them?  Those might come in handy, so do your research now.  Be careful, a Libra is contagious!
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11. Beware the Green Monster!  No, not Jealousy; an actual green monster.  Probably from a swamp, secret military lab, or strip mall.  If you can't befriend it, firepower may be the answer!  A close friend admits to being a Libra.
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12. Mysterious Moonlight Madness!  If you plan to meet someplace dark and romantic for adventurous loving, tryst-wise Venus warns you to ensure that the person you hook up with is indeed your partner!  Amorous mix-ups are likely, and they make things awkward, to say the least.  Steer clear of a selfish Aquarius!
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13. Flighty Mercury inspires your scientific side with an interest in robots.  Thinking of building a few?  Not surprising, really.  Who hasn't dreamt of leading an unstoppable robot army, crushing all resistance until a New Dawn arrives, one in which Man and Machine live together in Enforced Harmony?  I know I have.  You'll find affinity with an Aries!
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14. Be on the lookout!  Astral retrograde motion hints that you'll meet your Polar Opposite (no, this has nothing to do with Antarctica).  This is the one person in the world who is completely opposite from you in all ways; looks, temperament, intelligence, sense of humor, etc.  Legend has it that an act of kindness will bring good luck, but you will still find them terribly annoying.  Get some great recipes from a Cancer!
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15. Look sharp!  The murky planets, Neptune and Pluto, will render you intermittently invisible!  Be extra careful crossing busy streets and using public lavatories.  These bouts may explain the behavior of some sales clerks, but they're probably just ignoring you for their own amusement.  Visit with a Pisces. 
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16. Found and Lost!  A "lost" item has actually jumped forward in Time.  When you catch up, temporally speaking, you'll find it exactly where you left it, even though you looked there already.  Repeatedly.  A Scorpio shares funny stories!
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17. It's Raining Frogs!  Neptune's angular motion indicates a rain of frogs in your area.  The good news is that it may be just those little clothing fasteners, not the squishy amphibians.  Carry a grocery bag with you and gather a bunch!  I suppose you could do that with real frogs, if you were so inclined.  "Waiting on a Libra" will be a theme.
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18. Charm-o-Zap™ It!  Tempted by a Supernatural Quick-Fix for that embarrassing problem you've been having?  Stars indicate that the end result will be disappointing, even if the fix is successful.  And it's okay if you don't tell me about it all.  Really.  A Taurus gives a gift!
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19. You say you can't be hypnotized?  Think back; are there any blocks of time you don't remember clearly?  Have you had urges to do things you wouldn't normally do?  Well, it's probably nothing.  Don't worry about it!  An Aquarius catches your eye.
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20. Don't you just hate those days where everything you look at bursts into flames?  Oh, that's never happened to you?  Well, let's just say you should be careful when you open your eyes first thing in the morning.  Keeping a fire extinguisher handy might be advisable, too.  Don't bother arguing with a Sagittarius.
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21. Caution: High Stress Ahead!  Are you good under pressure?  You'll be faced with a difficult decision, and much will be riding on you.  You should almost certainly cut the RED wire.  Probably.  A Gemini seems angry with you.
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22. Warning!  A new computer virus is making the rounds, but it makes YOU sick, not your computer!  Wear latex gloves at the keyboard, and don't touch your eyes, nose or mouth until you've washed your hands!  Frankly, that's just good advice anytime.  A Capricorn has a key, do you have the lock?
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23. Would you like to be a Kept Person?  You may soon have the chance, when you're scooped up by a Multi-Dimensional Entity looking for a pet.  This could be a great life, if you insist on the deluxe exercise wheel.  Seek solace with a Virgo.
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24. You're a Winner!  The stars are quite clear.  You're going to receive either: A) a new car, B) a big-screen television, or C) an unsolicited commercial advertisement in the mail (or possibly email)!  Here's hoping it's one of the first two.  Missed connection with a Leo.

––––––––
[image: image]


25. Problem!  A kind gesture may backfire, when it turns out you've done a big favor for an Evil Wizard.  When he decides to lavish rewards upon you, declining his generosity may arouse his ire.  Of course, if you LIKE the thought of being in cahoots with a powerful Evil Wizard, then no problem.  Look to a Libra for a change of pace.
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26. Excellence!  Saturn's kingly influence lifts your work energies.  Your performance will be so stellar that your boss, customers and coworkers will tend to burst into applause as you complete each task.  If you're not an entertainer or mime this may seem rather disconcerting, but how many people get such nice positive feedback?  A Capricorn shows surprising qualities.
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27. Pay attention to your dreams!  Yes, those enigmatic night-time images will reveal captivating hints of future events.  Too bad you can't choose which ones.  Wouldn't you rather be able to fly than have an awkward reunion with your eighth-grade History teacher?  Surprising psychic link with an Aries.
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28. Whoops!  Lunar pull may cause an accidental trip to the International Space Station!  I hope you're okay with weightlessness, as you'll be up there a while.  Take a good book!  Ask a Scorpio if they have any tattoos.
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29. Fantastic Adventure!  Saturn's track may bring contact with some Faerie Folk!  Remember: Not all Elves work for Santa or bake cookies in hollow trees.  Don't assume.  Take your camera for some great photos!  A Virgo will bring you luck! 
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30. [Special Guest Astrologer: Draekkar the Slaughterer, a 2,306-year-old Warrior-King, and the woman who channels him, Mrs. Edith Mims, of Dorking, Surrey, England.]

Woe to you and your misbegotten spawn!  An ancient curse ravages you, your kin and your kine.  Your wailings of despair will rise into the skies and bring joy to your enemies.  Best pick up some spare bandages at the chemist's. 
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31. Most ordinary astrologers don't attribute this key quality to Jupiter, but it's also the Lazy Planet.  How do you think it got to be the biggest one?  When you feel like hanging out on the couch with a bag of cookies and a pint of Fudge Ripple, just explain that it's your Jupiter acting up again.  Who can argue with that?  A Cancer wants to be useful.
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32. Look!  Your eyes may be windows to your Soul, but your windows are your house's eyes on the world!  And those windows may show things happening at other times and distant places.  Check often, what you see may be even more interesting than television!  Call on an Aquarius for support.
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33. Is that a CASTLE you see before you?  You'd swear that large, stone stronghold wasn't there before, perhaps right in your own neighborhood!  If you decide to explore it, take along appropriate equipment, like rope, flashlights, heavy boots and nondairy creamer.  A Leo is in a slump.
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34. Discordant Mars and Jupiter make your current theme "Revenge!"  Before you head out to get even, though, remember that vengeance is a two-edged sword that's best served cold.  Can't we all just get along?  Fortunately, a Taurus will understand.
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35. Pesky Purple Pixies!  You may be visited by Terquisies, those tiny gnomes who mess with the presets on your car radio.  A generous layer of petroleum jelly or peanut butter on those buttons will thwart the little buggers.  A Sagittarius swears fealty. 
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36. Make plans for a Romantic Dinner, just you and your Special Someone!  It won't happen, however, as A Friend From The Past will make an untimely appearance with a tale of stolen microchips, secretive agents all in black and whopping-huge Statistical Anomalies!  Not a romantic evening, but one to tell stories about for a long, long time.  A Gemini provides corroboration.
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37. A Power Vortex of the Inner Planets may lead to a visit with Royalty!  Who cares if they're from a country you've never heard of?  You'll be able to boast that you've had tea with a King and Queen!  Brush up on your table manners.  Take Quality Time with a Taurus.
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38. Bad News!  You'll lose your keys!  Oh, and a loved one will be possessed by an ancient Evil Entity.  You don't have to kill them, though, just get one of those Demon-B-Gon kits
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