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FOREWORD

Grace Kelly, Princesse de Monaco, was an icon: an American girl whose father had been born to poor, Irish-Catholic, immigrant parents, their home a cramped tenement row house on the banks of the Schuylkill River in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Her father, Jack Kelly, survived the vicissitudes of his childhood to become an Olympic contender and a successful business man. A serial womanizer after his marriage to Grace’s mother-to-be, the Kelly household was glaringly hostile and Grace, a great beauty, left early for New York and a modeling career. Hollywood quickly took note and she was on her way to a flourishing film career. It was while on location in Monaco for To Catch a Thief that she first met Prince Rainier, Monaco’s reigning monarch of the Grimaldi family. The meeting was uneventful. Some time later, now back in the States, she was approached again. This time the Prince was coming to the United States. Grace had no idea that he was looking for a bride, one who could bring a certain marketing appeal with her as Monaco was in the throes of a deep depression. As one of the smallest countries in Europe, World War II little more than a decade past, the country had little land and only its famous casino in it’s one colorful city, Monte Carlo, to count on for refilling its coffers.


“I got the impression the Prince didn’t care for movie people the first time we met,” she told the intermediary.


“Oh, yes, he’s been seeing a French actress for years,” was his reply.


“Well, in that case, I’d be pleased to agree to a meeting,”


Their wedding in Monaco was spectacular. It’s hard to know if Grace took it very seriously, or if she fell in love during these early days. But she was as regal a princess as any—more beautiful than ever in her jewels and gowns. She quickly brought great prosperity to Monaco and to the Grimaldi family with the publicity, her fame, glamour, and charm.


I lived in Beaulieu-sur-Mer in the South of France for a time, a seaside town only a half hour up the coast from Monaco and made the short journey to Monaco’s open market every Saturday, usually stopping in at Monaco’s one bookstore where books in English as well French and Italian could be found. One volume that intrigued me was a biography of Marcel Proust that claimed that Proust had modeled the Princesse de Luxumbourg after the beautiful American-born Princess Alice of Monaco. He seemed taken by Princess Alice and found her melodic Southern speech (she was born in New Orleans) most winning. This was the first I heard of the other American princess of Monaco. This meant that Grace came in line behind her and was the second American princess of that small country. Alice had been famous in Europe (though the marriage had a scandalous ending) but her fame had not carried to the States. I was fascinated by this and so dug in for further research. That was how my book on the Grimaldis was born.


My proximity to Monaco also ignited friendships with many who worked for the royal family, which was most fortunate. I knew from the start that I wanted this to be a book about the Grimaldis as well as its American princesses—leaning towards Grace.


My residence, so close to Monaco, had brought me many friendships with several folk who worked for the family and for the Society des Bain de Mer (SBM) which handled all publicity, special events, etc. The last mentioned apparently was what they thought I was—for no American had previously ventured such interest in Monaco’s ancient history as well as its present. For this I was given special privileges which began with the plaque on our windshield. The ‘our’ refers to myself and my husband, Stephen Citron, a pianist, composer and musicologist (with many fine books of his own to his credit), who was of tremendous help as he was fluent in both French and Italian; the languages in which most letters and documents were written.


The first day we headed for the Palace to begin the task before us, we came to realize how powerful that plaque was. Traffic police got us through the city and up the long hill to the Palace as though we were a fire truck! Few pauses only when traffic was particularly heavy and then there would be one on each side of us clearing the path. When we reached the gates of the palace they were opened without much delay and in we went—the usual crush of sight-seers pushed to the side. Once inside the grounds, the gates clambered shut behind us.


The Palace (a blending of Disney and Hearst design—zoo, included—and far more welcoming) enjoys an unequaled view of the small country, rimmed by the deep blue, shimmering sea waters of the Mediterranean. Magic. The archives were in a wing near the entrance. I have worked in numerable archives in my years as a biographer. In the main, they have been poorly lit, cold spaces where seekers and finders worked in near tip-toed silence. Nothing of the sort reigned here. The director and staff were a cheery group. Generous windows brought in the light (although darker area were used for sensitive papers to be studied or copied.) The director turned out to be an avid fan of American musicals who had read (and had copies of) my husband’s books on Cole Porter and Noel Coward. He let me research and copy at my leisure as he drained Stephen of information on both these men and their music.


I seemed to be just as hung up over the history of the early and middle reigns of the Grimaldis, found it fascinating and unavailable previously, the older volumes never reprinted, insofar as I was aware. I decided to cover the entire family history and just hoped my publishers would be okay with it (they were).


Three special incidents stick with me about this period of my research. I had been introduced to (and interviewed) Prince Rainier III’s older sister, Princess Antoinette, a rather giddy but autocratic woman then in her early seventies. She also seemed much taken with my husband and his musical background and invited us as private guests to an evening concert being given by a famed Russian ensemble at the Monte Carlo Opera House (built and paid for by the first American Princesse des Monte Carlo, Alice, in 1892). On arriving we were escorted upstairs to a private suite where champagne and caviar were generously displayed and red velvet cushioned chairs were set out for comfort. Princess Antoinette and five other guests arrived about fifteen minutes later.


Antoinette wore a flashing, diamond tiara, a white jeweled gown slashed with wide ribbons in Monaco’s colors, her hairstyle suspiciously coifed in the late, great Queen Mary of Great Britain style. Paté was served, Champagne glasses refilled. Finally, my husband said, “Isn’t this a rather late starting for the ensemble?”


“Oh, no matter,” said Antoinette, “They will wait for us.”


They did. One half-hour, when we were all told to go through the now opened doors of our reception room. We were led onto the royal balcony eight seats had been set up: four in front (the Princess directly in front of me, my husband beside her and my seat behind. Everyone in the audience stood at attendance. Then she sat down, the rest of us followed and the Russian ensemble entered the stage. They had been kept waiting nearly an hour. I recall that it was a good concert and that my sight line was visible most often over the top of a glittering tiara.


The second was when Stephen and I took the drive down, the same hour, similar weather conditions, on the Comiche that Princess Grace navigated the day her car went over the precipice and she was killed. It was terrifying. I screamed when I came to the exact spot (it had a notice on it) and my husband somehow managed to calm me at the same time as he stopped the car. I have never ridden that road again.


The next riveting event I recall was the time Rainier discovered that I had unearthed the letters and papers that gave solidity to the rumor that Monaco had collaborated with the Italians (Mussolini, during World War II) and had revealed this in my book. He wrote me a rather scathing letter (though quite formal) telling me that the book would be barred from sale in Monaco. As Monaco only had one bookstore at the time that would have sold it, I was not too concerned. Except for Princess Antoinette, none of my other Monegasque friends remained so, not seeming to find the inclusion either surprising or news. I had no problem coming back through the years, but without privilege.


Grace, sadly, did not live to see her children fulfill her aspirations (which were high.) Albert, 24 at her death, and returned from college in the states, was much the royal rogue involved with beautiful women and fast cars, his father not yet ready to include him in much more than ceremonial matters. Caroline’s first marriage at 21 had lasted a little over a year. She would remarry shortly thereafter, being four months pregnant with the child of her second husband, a race car driver who died quite tragically seven years later in a crash. She then became her father’s hostess and a European royal celebrity. Enter husband number three: Prince Ernest August of Hanover, Duke of Brunswick—the title an honorific as his family was stripped of their title by the Weimar Empire in 1918. She had three more children with with Prince Ernst (a union that finally would be legitimitized by the Catholic Church—her divorce from her first husband having not originally been recognized). She and Prince Ernst have been separated since 2009 after a scandal over his affair with another woman. Albert, though now married to the lovely former Olympic swimmer, Charlene Wittstock, and the father of twins, (a daughter and a son, Prince Jacques, the latter now heir to the throne), also fathered a daughter out of marriage to an American woman.


That leaves Stephanie, always thought to be the royal rebel. Only seventeen when Grace died, and with her mother in the car when it crashed, she was perhaps the most unstable of Grace and Rainier’s children. There seemed to have been no psychological help of any depth or length given to her. She walked away from the tragedy with the swiftness one’s life could end. She has said that nobody tried to understand her and that she felt left to paddle the murky waters on her own. She also said that she had tried everything (drugs, etc). For years she pondered on how she might have abetted the crash by distracting her mother on that treacherous road, and once declared that she realized she had taken an unusual path for a princess. Her first relationship was with her bodyguard whose wife was six months pregnant with his child. She then became pregnant, still in her teens, finally gaining permission to marry after his wife divorced him. They divorced after their second child was born. She was to have a third child, but the father’s name was never divulged. Then came a long romance with a married elephant trainer who she cast aside to marry a circus performer, divorcing him a year later. I can only imagine what Pope Francis thought about that. Yet, I met Stephanie once and found her a warm, intelligent young woman, with something in her eyes that seemed to say, “I see you. Do you see me?”


I’m sure the above sounds complicated, but as I have written several royal biographies set in earlier eras, to me it does not seem so. Sad, yes. For the offspring more than for the parents. Monaco was not, and is not, one of the fairy tale countries of Disneyland. The story of the Grimaldis and Monaco is a grand, epic story of survival, amazing really Yes, it has had royal family conflicts, but nothing compared to that of the royal families of England, Germany, France, Italy, and the rest of Europe.


Rainier died in 2005 at the age of 82 from a lung infection (he was known to smoke 60 cigarettes a day.) He had reigned for 58 years and had never remarried. He kept the government of Monaco on an even keel, developed more land for the tiny country by moving it out into the sea that bordered it, drilling deep and filling in with earth and concrete (or some such material.) He outfoxed that old fox, himself, Onassis, who had been his near albatross, enriched his country and himself and kept his children and grandchildren close by and readied Albert for the task he was to have once he was gone. I truly respected what he had achieved. But before I had gone that far, I had studied in depth (and with tremendous help) the centuries long history of the Grimaldis—many, many of them—and understood to a large extent how this country—not much larger that Hyde Park in London—had survived with such strong nations as France on one side, Italy on the other, and a sea facing it peopled by pirates and pirate ships. I had not suspected that I would be taken on such a wild and fascinating ride.


I believe, Princess Alice, the first American Princesse des Monaco, must have felt the very same thing. Reared in the multi-culture and music of New Orleans she brought a lot of what she knew and loved to her new home. Rich enough to build an opera house there, lure composers and artists to introduce their works, she made Monaco famous for more than its casino. I somehow feel she and Grace could well have been kindred spirits.
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SPEEDBOAT RACING was Stefano Casiraghi’s passion, and although Princesse Caroline feared the dangers of the sport, she was confident of her husband’s ability and knew how much retaining the world offshore powerboat championship, which he had won the previous year, meant to him. She had remained in Paris with their three children while he competed in his speedboat, the Pinôt di Pinôt. On the morning of October 3, 1990, she had spoken to him as he was leaving for the race, and his high spirits had been contagious.


Under normal circumstances, she would have been in Monaco cheering Stefano on. However, after ten years she had finally arranged a meeting in Paris with Philippe Junot, her first husband, to solicit his help in having their short, disastrous and childless marriage annulled so that her union with Stefano would be recognized by the Roman Catholic Church and their children legitimized. Despite the fact that over half of Monaco’s citizens had signed a petition to the Pope supporting Caroline’s wish, the Roman Church remained obdurate. She now planned to appeal personally to Junot for his cooperation. Although stubbornly unhelpful in the past, Junot had recently remarried and the new Mrs. Junot had given birth to their child. Caroline was, therefore, optimistic that he could be persuaded to back her plea for a Church annulment of their marriage so that he could legitimize his own child.


Caroline did not need her father’s constant reminder that if she failed with Junot the succession of the Grimaldis was seriously threatened. Monaco had an heir to the throne in her younger, unmarried brother, Albert. Should he remain single, or die before fathering a child, their father, Prince Rainier III, had it in his power to designate Caroline as his successor. But as things stood the Grimaldi line could end there, for in order for the Principality to pass to her son with Casiraghi, the legitimacy of her remarriage and of the boy’s birth had to be established. Because of a Franco-Monégasque agreement made in 1911, if there were no direct Grimaldi heir either by birth or adoption, Monaco would cede to France. Junot, therefore, must be persuaded to supply the Vatican with the necessary information (corroboration that the marriage had either not been consummated or had been entered into under false premises) to obtain the vital Decree of Nullity.


Caroline’s romantic exploits once had been front-page news. Her first marriage, in June 1978, at twenty-one, to Junot had lasted only twenty-eight months, and when—after obtaining a civil divorce from Junot, she wed Stefano in a civil ceremony on December 29, 1983, she had been four months pregnant. Since then she had worked diligently to maintain a sober image. “When you’re young,” Caroline had recently told a reporter in the pronounced American accent that always surprised people, “you make mistakes of course. If you’re anybody else [but a royal princess] you have time to sort it out for yourself.”


She carried herself with regal pride and was far more stunning in person than photographs suggested. She had amazing navy-blue eyes, dark, arched brows, a full, sensuous mouth and a rich brown mane of hair framing her well-boned face. Her carriage and demeanor (always courteous but somewhat distant), her unexpected intelligence and sharp wit, gave her added presence. Since her mother’s death in 1982, Caroline had become Monaco’s First Lady and had quickly shed her old image as a royal rebel.


Her hair was being styled by the proprietor of a Parisian salon when her good friend, former Chanel model Ines de la Fressange, suddenly appeared, her almond-shaped eyes even darker than usual. Nervously she began to speak. There had been an accident, she told Caroline. Stefano’s boat had capsized.


“Stefano?” Caroline asked, her voice a brittle whisper.


Ines de la Fressange placed her hand comfortingly on Caroline’s shoulder. “Dead,” she whispered. They left the salon by limousine a short time later. Caroline’s planned meeting with Junot was canceled. In a matter of hours Caroline, having now been told the full story of her husband’s death, would be back in Monaco with her three children.


The Pinôt di Pinôt had flipped over near Saint-Jean-Cap-Ferrat. Stefano’s copilot, Patrice Innocenti, had been ejected and thrown clear but Stefano had remained strapped to his seat and had borne the full impact of the two-engine, five-ton boat as it smashed into a wave at ninety-three miles per hour. Trapped beneath the hull, Stefano had died instantly. The two men had been trying to make up for time they had lost earlier in the race when they had stopped to rescue a pilot whose vessel had caught fire.


Caroline’s plane swerved, circled and landed in Nice, the nearest major airport to Monaco. Eight years earlier, when her mother died, she had also returned home from Paris to bury a loved one. Then, her father had leaned on her. Now, she turned to him for support and he did not disappoint her.


She had been unable to tell the children that their father was dead, perhaps because she could not yet bring herself to believe it. Not until she saw Prince Rainier’s ravaged face did she break down and cry. Since her mother’s death father and daughter had become extremely close. He had fought the Church on her behalf and had wholeheartedly welcomed Stefano into the family. Now, he was the one to sit down with his young grandchildren—Andrea, Charlotte and Pierre—and tell them of their terrible loss.


Monaco, the smallest principality in the world, the size of Hyde Park in London and Central Park in New York, is a rocky and fortified promontory that stretches out into the deep blue waters of the Mediterranean. It seems to stand apart from the rest of the Côte d’Azur, and not to belong to the present order of things. An air of mystery has hung over it since the fourteenth century, when people spoke of it as “a nest of robbers.” Even its Casino, which opened in the mid-nineteenth century and became its greatest attraction, was said to be haunted by an evil spirit that lured men to their ruin.


More recently, Monaco’s glamorous city, Monte Carlo, had become the sun and fun spot of the rich and famous and of those who were desperate to be so. Prince Rainier’s reign had brought the diminutive Principality great notoriety and prosperity, in part because of his marriage to the American film star Grace Kelly. Caroline had great pride in her parentage and in her lineage. Monaco may only have covered 1.95 square kilometers, but it had survived centuries of wars, tragedy and an uncompromising sea, and had remained independent despite being almost entirely surrounded by much larger countries.


Since François Grimaldi had first seized Monaco from the Genoese in 1297 the line of succession had been unbroken, although their rule had been interrupted several times. There was a great deal more to Monaco than Monte Carlo, which was often disparagingly called Las Vegas-sur-plage. The world might believe that gambling had saved the Principality from financial ruin, but Caroline contended that it was the great independent spirit of the Princes of Monaco and, especially, of certain of their wives that had kept the country from going under, or being lost to France.


Caroline had led an international life. Her mother, after all, was American, she was educated in England and France, married first to a Frenchman, then to an Italian, had divided her time between Paris and Monaco for years, and could speak six languages. Yet she felt Monégasque through and through.


The sea was calm on the day of Stefano’s funeral. The heavy gold cross Caroline wore around the neck of her stark black dress glittered in the bright sun. A thick black lace shawl covered her head and fell over her shoulders. Black stockings, shoes and gloves and large dark sunglasses completed her mourning outfit. Her father and brother flanked her; her sister, Stephanie, stood directly behind her as the grieving family waited at the foot of the steps of Monaco’s five-centuries-old Cathedral for the mahogany coffin to be lifted out of the silver Mercedes hearse by the pallbearers. As it appeared, Caroline faltered. Her father tightened his grip on her arm and Stephanie moved closer to her.


She immediately straightened, and together the Grimaldis started up the steps of the Cathedral, hundreds of floral wreaths lining the way. Fourteen members of the Carabinieri, the Palace Guard, dressed in white ceremonial uniforms, mounted a guard of honor as the coffin was borne into the Cathedral, which was filled with over seven hundred mourners, among them Madame Danielle Mitterrand, wife of the French president, the actor Alain Delon, Caroline’s close friend, the designer Karl Lagerfeld and Prince Fuad of Egypt. The Grimaldis occupied the first pew. The scent of burning candles pervaded the vaulted interior as the Requiem Mass was celebrated by Monsignor Joseph Sardou, Archbishop of Monaco.


Stephanie wept throughout, and at one stage had to be taken by her brother to the chancel, returning just as the Archbishop ended the Mass. But Caroline sat erect, her head lowering only in prayer. If she shed tears behind the dark glasses they could not be seen. No one inside the Cathedral could help but note the queenliness of her bearing or the close attention paid to her by her father.


The actual burial service took place at the Chapelle de la Paix a few hundred yards from the Clos Saint Pierre, Caroline’s pale-pink villa that she and Stefano had decorated together and where they had spent some of their happiest days in the eight short years of their marriage. Only the intimate family were present to see Stefano laid to rest in his red and white pilot’s suit. It was twelve noon, and in tribute the Hôtel de Paris in Monte Carlo did not serve lunch in its three-star restaurant, the day’s speedboat race was canceled, and a wreath was lowered onto the glistening patch of sea where Stefano Casiraghi had perished.


Days and weeks passed, and Caroline remained cloistered at Clos Saint Pierre. She refused to go to her office in the Palace, but she did walk twice a day across the ancient cobblestones to where Stefano was entombed. Added to her grief was a terrible and growing anger. Stefano had died with their children still marked illegitimate; her father’s withholding of the four million five hundred thousand francs he gave annually to the Catholic Church had not managed to budge the Church authorities.


Still, at heart, Caroline was a true Grimaldi, and was not about to give up the fight. The Grimaldis had a history of tenacity. They had endured longer than any other European monarchy including those of Great Britain, France and Russia. Keeping the Grimaldi line intact was of the utmost importance. They were the last of a vanishing breed, an endangered species who had fought against the most staggering odds to survive. Often, this had been achieved through the women belonging to the House of Grimaldi or to whom the Grimaldi men had been married. But the chain remained unbroken.
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THE EARLY HISTORY of the Grimaldis, “an ambitious, hot-blooded, unscrupulous race, keen to plunder, swift to revenge and furious in battle,” is entangled from the thirteenth to the sixteenth centuries not only with the wars of the Genoese but with the quarrels and hatreds, the conquests and stratagems of other Italian republics. Whenever there was fighting to be done, it seemed, a Grimaldi laid his hand upon a sword and led his followers into battle.


Monaco’s position was exactly suited for the role which its successive rulers were to play. A huge, bare rock with precipitous sides, it was connected to the mainland by the narrowest strip of ground; and its strategic location, jutting out into the Mediterranean, and its natural defenses made it a place of much importance. The tremendous cliffs of the Southern Alps guarded it from danger on the north, a restless sea almost encompassed it, and its inhabitants—however small in number—were cunning providers, skilled in all the arts of defense. If their territory did not produce corn and wine, these rovers knew where to find such supplies without paying for them. Free trade was their rule, and they never paid import duties.


Centuries before the Grimaldis took possession of Monaco, the Carthaginian general Hannibal used its port for his fleets in 221 B.C. during his struggle with the Romans. In his conflict with Pompey in 69 B.C., Julius Caesar anchored his ships there. After the fall of the Roman Empire in 476, it was ruled by the Lombards, an ancient Germanic people. When they were driven out by Charlemagne in 774, it became a prey to the Muslim tribes of Saracens who originated in northwest Arabia, and in subsequent years it was a vital fortress in the constant conflicts between the Guelf and the Ghibelline parties, the opposing political factions in Italy and Germany. In 1190, the Holy Roman Emperor Henry VI, crowned King of Germany and Italy, gave Monaco to Genoa on condition that its fortifications should be reserved for the service of the Holy Roman Empire.


Throughout this time Monaco appears to have been any warring country’s refuge. When first heard of in about 200 B.C., it was an uninhabited rock at the foot of which sailors who voyaged along the coast of Liguria (which we now know as the Italian Riviera) and of Provence came to seek shelter from tempest and attack. Greek and Roman geographers called it “Portus Monachus” or “Portus Monachi” because there was said to have been, in more ancient times, at the extremity of this promontory, a temple dedicated to Hercules and served by a single priest, the monk Monachus. But the men who sailed their ships into the port referred to it most commonly as “the Rock.”


Monaco was still a wild, uninhabited place, without bounds and without jurisdiction, when on August 16, 1174, the powerful Genoese drew up a charter granting themselves the right to construct a castle on the Rock to defend the adjacent coast.


The Genoese
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APPENDICES

Law Report, Mar. 22


HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE CHANCERY DIVISION


PRINCE OF MONACO’S CLAIM TO CUSTODY OF GRANDSON: JUDGMENT MONACO V. MONACO


Before Mr. JUSTICE LUXMOORE


His Lordship gave judgment for the plaintiff in the action by the reigning Prince of Monaco against Prince Pierre of Monaco (otherwise known as Prince Pierre de Polignac) relating to the custody of the plaintiff’s grandson, Prince Rainier of Monaco, who is at school in this country.


The plaintiff claimed an injunction restraining the defendant from removing the young Prince out of the United Kingdom except with his (the reigning Prince’s) consent. He also asked for an order for the delivery up of the Prince to him or to such person as he should authorize.


The defendant denied that the plaintiff was entitled to the relief for which he asked.


Mr. Vaughan Williams, K.C., Mr. H. O. Danckwerts, and Mr. Ac-land-Hood appeared for the plaintiff; Mr. Wynn Parry, K.C., Mr. Raymond Jennings, and Mr. V. Idelson for the defendant.

JUDGMENT

His Lordship, in a written judgment, said that the plaintiff claimed in the action a declaration that he was the lawful guardian of Prince Rainier of Monaco, the only son of the marriage of Princess Charlotte (the plaintiff’s daughter) with the defendant. The plaintiff also asked for an injunction to restrain the defendant from removing Prince Rainier out of the jurisdiction of that Court, except with his (the plaintiff’s) consent, and an order for the immediate delivery of the Prince Rainier to him, or to such other person as he might authorize.


Prince Rainier was at the present time at school in this country. Both he and his father, the defendant, were of Monégasque nationality. Prince Rainier was not a ward of that Court. The defendant had raised a number of defences.


The first question to be determined was one of fact, whether the plaintiff was the guardian, and as such entitled to the custody of the infant Prince. It was necessary to consider and ascertain the position of the parties, having regard to Monégasque law.


The material facts appeared to be as follows:—In matters of personal status, such as guardianship and custody of infants, the law administered in Monaco was the national law of the persons concerned. That applied to the members of the Sovereign Family as well as to other persons. The Monégasque law relating to the Sovereign Family was laid down in an ordinance dated May 15, 1882, promulgated by Prince Charles III of Monaco. That ordinance had the force of law in Monaco. So far as material, it provided by article I that the sovereignty of the Principality of Monaco continued to be hereditary in the direct and legitimate succession of the Princes of Monaco.


Article III provided that no member of the Sovereign Family might marry without the authorization of the reigning Prince. Any petition for annulment of a marriage, or any difficulty arising out of a marriage properly contracted by a member of the Sovereign Family, was to be brought before a Council of State, and the decision would become final and enforceable by a Sovereign ordinance passed by the reigning Prince after hearing the Council of State. The reigning Prince had full authority over all the members of the Sovereign Family. He regulated their duties and their obligations by statutes or ordinances having the force of law.

NAME AND ARMS OF GRIMALDI

On March 18, 1920, Prince Albert I of Monaco, by an ordinance of that date, ordered that the defendant, who had been granted Monégasque naturalization by an order of February 29, 1920, should take for himself and his descendants the name and arms of Grimaldi, being the name and arms of the Sovereign Family. On March 19, 1920, the defendant was, with the consent of the same prince, married to the Hereditary Princess Charlotte of Monaco, the daughter of the plaintiff. There had been two children of that marriage—namely, Princess Antoinette and Prince Rainier. The latter was born on May 31, 1923.


On February 8, 1930, the plaintiff promulgated a Sovereign ordinance authorizing a temporary separation between the Hereditary Princess and the defendant. Article II of the same ordinance was in these terms:—


We entrust to ourselves, Head of the Sovereign Family and of the Dynasty, and to our personal custody until this matter is finally decided, the princely children, Princess Antoinette and the Prince Rainier.


On February 10, 1930, a Council of State was convened to consider the question whether the reigning Prince was competent to decide on the application of the Hereditary Princess for a separation of herself and her property from the defendant.


The Council of State expressed the opinion that the reigning Prince had full authority and full jurisdiction over members of the Sovereign Family, and accordingly that he had full power to settle all questions relating to their civil status and their property. The Council of State also expressed the opinion that the reigning Prince had full power to delegate all or any of his rights to whatever jurisdiction he thought fit, requesting him to make use in the then present circumstances of his right of delegation.


As the result of that advice the plaintiff, on February 15, 1920, promulgated a Sovereign ordinance. Article I of that ordinance provided:—


In cases where the statutes of the Sovereign Family defer family jurisdiction in the reigning Prince, the latter may relinquish the same, either in favor of the Supreme Court of Monaco or in favor of the Cour de Revision according to the nature of the litigation, or delegate his powers to them.

A FAMILY PACT

Following that ordinance a family pact was proposed to regulate the terms of separation between the Hereditary Princess and the defendant. The parties, being unwilling to agree to all of the terms proposed, agreed to submit the outstanding questions to the sole arbitration of M. Poincaré. Among the matters included in the submission were the conditions concerning the custody and education of Princess Antoinette and Prince Rainier. That submission to arbitration was signed by the Hereditary Princess and the defendant.


M. Poincaré duly made his award on March 18, 1930. It dealt, among other matters, with the custody and education of the Princess Antoinette and Prince Rainier. A family pact was entered into to give effect to the award on March 18, 1930. On March 20 the Cour de Revision of Monaco decreed the personal separation and separation of property between the Hereditary Princess and the defendant. The decree contained a recital of the fact that certain points had been settled by the award of M. Poincaré, and that there was no reason to give any judgment concerning the same.


On January 7, 1933, the Hereditary Princess Charlotte petitioned the plaintiff for the dissolution of her marriage with the defendant. The plaintiff submitted to the Council of State whether, being Judge as of right, he should delegate his authority in the matter of the petition to the Cour de Revision. The Council of State on January 13, 1933, advised that owing to the final character of the decision sought and its gravity as affecting the Dynasty, it was necessary that the plaintiff should decide, in full exercise of his family jurisdiction, on the request for the dissolution of the marriage, subject to his delegating to the Cour de Revision, in accordance with the ordinance of February 15, 1930, the settlement of the pecuniary interests of the parties.


On January 14, 1933, the plaintiff, by a Sovereign ordinance, decreed by article III that he would retain the hearing of, and the decision on, all matters arising out of the petition of the Hereditary Princess which concerned matters of personal status. Article III of the ordinance was in these terms:—


As from this day and as Head of the Royal Family and its Dynasty we take over the personal custody of the princely children, Prince Rainier and Princess Antoinette. We reserve the settlement of the right of access of the parents until after the hearing of the action.


On February 18, 1933, the plaintiff, by a Sovereign ordinance of that date, dissolved the marriage of the Hereditary Princess with the defendant. On July 8, 1933, the plaintiff, by a further Sovereign ordinance, approved certain modifications in the family pact of March 18, 1930, contained in an agreement of May 5, 1933, and delegated to the Cour de Revision all necessary powers to ratify the agreements. On July 11, 1933, the Cour de Revision ratified these agreements. There was some discussion before him (his Lordship) as to the precise ambit of that order. The word used with regard to it in the order of the Court was “enterine.” It seemed to him that the most suitable English equivalent of the word was the phrase “made the agreements a rule of Court,” but in substance he saw no objection to construing the word “enterine” by the English word “ratified.”


Questions subsequently arose between the Hereditary Princess and the defendant and there was an attempted submission to arbitration which was abortive owing to the failure of the two arbitrators to agree, and their subsequent failure to appoint an umpire. Ultimately on March 8, 1936, the plaintiff promulgated a Sovereign ordinance. Article I of that ordinance stated:—


“We assume again as from this day as Head of the Sovereign Family and of the Dynasty the personal custody of the princely children Prince Rainier and Princess Antoinette.”


It was upon this ordinance that the plaintiff based his claim in the action.

“THE FORCE OF LAW”

Maitre Jioffredy stated that under the ordinance of 1882 the plaintiff had, according to Monégasque law, the right to the guardianship and custody of any infant member of the Royal House, and that that right was enforceable by ordinances which had the force of law, and that the ordinance of March 8, 1936, was such an ordinance. He further stated that under the ordinance of February 15, 1930, the plaintiff was entitled to delegate his Sovereign rights in any case to the Monégasque Courts of Law in such manner as he might determine. But as he (his Lordship) understood that witness’s evidence, the plaintiff was unable to delegate his rights so as to amount to a renunciation of them in respect of the custody and guardianship of any particular member of the Sovereign Family in such a manner as to preclude himself from resuming his rights when change of circumstances made it expedient or desirable for him so to do. So that, admitting that the plaintiff had delegated his rights with regard to the custody and guardianship of the Princess Antoinette and Prince Rainier in the circumstances existing at the date of submission to the arbitration of M. Poincaré, yet, in the altered circumstances of the dissolution of the marriage of their parents and the consequences flowing therefrom, the plaintiff was still legally entitled by Sovereign ordinance to resume the guardianship and custody at his will and pleasure, and that nothing which was recorded in the ordinances made before or subsequent to the divorce, or the orders of the Cour de Revision with regard thereto, precluded the plaintiff from exercising that right.


Consequently, in Maitre Jioffredy’s opinion, the Sovereign ordinance of March 8, 1936, was, according to Monégasque law, enforceable in the Monégasque Courts. As he (his Lordship) understood Mr. Wynn Parry’s argument he admitted that, according to Monégasque law, the plaintiff had the absolute right to the guardianship and custody of the infants if he exercised it by Sovereign ordinance, but he argued that the plaintiff had once and for all delegated his rights in respect of the guardianship and custody of those infants by the submission to the arbitration of M. Poincaré, or, alternatively, by the subsequent submission of the family pact of May 5, 1933, for the variation of the pact of March 18, 1930, to the Cour de Revision for its approval, and the order of that Court of July 11, 1933, ratifying it.


Mr. Wynn Parry had argued that the plaintiff had renounced for all time his right of making any further ordinance with regard to the guardianship and custody of the particular infants. Maitre Jioffredy said that the decisions in family matters, and particularly with regard to the guardianship and custody of infants, were never final and could always be amended or superseded by the reigning Prince if he determined to resume his Sovereign rights, and that the plaintiff had done so by the ordinance of March 8, 1936.


His Lordship said that in his judgment the plaintiff had established that he was entitled under and by virtue of the ordinance of March 8, 1936, to the guardianship and custody of Prince Rainier, and he held as a fact that he was so entitled. In the result, unless the defendant was in a position to satisfy him that the plaintiff was not entitled to ask that Court to assist him in respect of his legal rights, the plaintiff would be entitled to the relief which he sought. It seemed to him (his Lordship) that, the legal rights having been established, it was not open to the defendant to resist the relief sought by attempting to prove that the plaintiff was actuated by some personal motive in promulgating the ordinance of March 8, 1936.


If however, Mr. Wynn Parry desired to address further argument on that aspect of the case he (his Lordship) would give him an opportunity of so doing. Any such argument ought, he thought, to be heard in camera, for it must obviously be founded on matters which, having regard to the fact that the guardianship and custody of an infant was involved, would in the case of a British infant not be discussed in an open Court. The same practice ought to be applied to the hearing of an application to prevent the person legally entitled to the guardianship and custody of an infant who was the subject of the Sovereign of a foreign State from exercising his rights.


He understood that the defendant might desire to take the opinion of a higher Court with regard to the conclusion at which he (his Lordship) had arrived, and if the party thought it desirable to deal with that question first, he was willing to allow the further questions to stand over until that opinion had been taken. Or if it was preferred, he would make the declaration sought, and order the defendant to deliver the infant prince to the plaintiff or to some person authorized by him to take the delivery, and he would grant injunction in the terms of the second paragraph of the prayer in the statement of claim.


His Lordship granted a declaration that the plaintiff was the lawful guardian and was entitled to the custody of Prince Rainier; an order that the defendant was to deliver Prince Rainier to the plaintiff or to such person as he (the Prince of Monaco) should authorize to receive him; and an injunction restraining the defendant from removing Prince Rainier out of the United Kingdom except with the plaintiff’s consent.


Mr. Wynn Parry submitted that it was the rule that the English Court “would not disparage the dignity of a foreign Sovereign by giving him costs.”


“There is no decision,” his Lordship said, “which prevents the Sovereign of an independent State claiming costs if he desires to obtain them.”


Judgment was entered accordingly, for costs.


Solicitors.—Messrs. Parker, Garrett and Co.; Messrs. Lewis and Lewis.


From The Times of London, March 23, 1937




LETTER FROM E. K. BARBER, HEADMASTER SUMMERFIELDS, TO J. F. ROXBURGH, HEADMASTER, STOWE, JULY 12, 1936


I am probably asking you to do the impossible, but must hope for the best. You may possibly remember some years ago a visit from Prince Pierre de Monaco, who unfortunately did not put his son Rainier’s name down for Stowe. Is there the slightest possibility of your finding a place for him next term?


He is 13½ and has been with us for a year. He came knowing nothing, except of course, spoken French, and although he is not up to C.E.E. standard, I think I can honestly say that he has learnt a considerable amount and he certainly has become a very nice boy with the most charming manners. I should not have the impertinance to ask you to take him were it not for the fact that I am certain that an English public school education would be the making if not the saving of the boy. You may possibly have seen in the English papers that there is trouble between the father and mother and also the grandfather (the reigning Prince). The father sent the boy here, and is most anxious to keep him away from the unsuitable atmosphere of Monaco for his education. Prince Pierre is in London and would bring Rainier down to see you this week if there is any possibility of your taking him. I can't have him back next term as there is not an empty bed. Even my dressing room is full. I hope you will forgive my making the suggestion, but it would give you the chance of seeing the boy for yourself, and possibly of asking him a few questions about his work. Would you very kindly send a line direct to S.A.S. Prince Pierre de Monaco, The Dorchester Hotel, Park Lane, London. He is a very charming man, but obviously of a disposition entirely incompatible with that of the Princess!


   [image: CANELLA Consul de Gênes en 1133 Mort avant juin 1143Bellamuto Figure dans des documents de 1117 a 1142Bulzaneto Figure dans un texte de 1157GRIMALDo CANELLA Consul de Gnes en 1162,1170 et 1184 Donne le nom de Grimaldo  sa descendanceRubaldo Rubeco Mort avant 1143OBERTO GRIMALDI Commissaire de Gnes en 1188 épouse Corradine Spinola Mort en 1252INGO Figure dans des documents de 1210  1235Oberto Figure dans des documents de 1235  1258Antonio Mort en 1259IGuglielmo épouse Giacoba Mort avant 1302IFrancesco Malizia Attaque Monaco dans la nuit du 8 au 9 janvier 1297 Mort en 1309Nicolas Figure dans des documents de 1250  1258GRIMALDO GRIMALDI Membre de Conseil de Gnes en 1232 et 1244 Figure dans des documents de 1210  1257Sorleone Figure dans des documents de 1256  1284 épouse 1° Catherine Marcone 2° AlasiaLANFRANCO GRIMALDI Figure dans des documents de 1237  1263 Mort en 1293Luchetto Seigneur de Prel Figure dans des documents de 1250  1263CuginoBorgogninaépouseAndreoloRAINIER 1er né vers 1267 épouse 1° Salvatico (?)2° Andriola Grillo Amiral de France en 1304 Seigneur de Cagnes, 1310 Mort en 1314ChristianoSorleone épouse I N.2 GiacobaBertoneVinciguerra CHARLES 1erSeigneur de Monaco Amiral de France Seigneur de Menton, 1346 Seigneur de Roquebrune, 1355 épouse Isabelle Mort entre avril]

   [image: Vinciguerra CHARLES ler Seigneur de Monaco Amiral de France Seigneur de Menton, 1346 Seigneur de Roquebrune, 1355 épouse Isabelle Mort entre avril et septembre 1357 Salvaggia épouse Gabriel Vente epouse RAINIER II]

   [image: Isabelle JEAN II LUCIEN AUGUSTIN Anoinette fille naturelle de Philippe duc de Savoie Mort le 11 octobre 1505]

   [image: Jeanne née le 29 septembre 1596 epouse le 10 octobre 1615 le Comte Théodore Trivulce Morte en décembre 1620]

   [image: Benedetta née le 3 mai 1550 Hippolyte-Marie née le 8 mai 1644 en religion Soeur Thérèse-Marie Religieuse à Gênes Morte le 24 juillet 1722]

   [image: LOUISE-HIPPOLYTE née le 10 novembre 1697 épouse le 20 octobre 1715 Jacques-François-Léonor de Goyon, Sire de Matignon Prince de Monaco du 29 décembre 1731 au 8 novembre 1733 Morte le 29 décembre 1731 Elisabeth-Charlotte née le 3 novembre 1698 Morte le 25 août 1702 An toine-Charles-Marie né le 16 décembre 1717 Marquis des Baux Mort le 24 février 1718]

   [image: HONORE IV (Honoré-Charles-Anne-Maurice) né le 17 mai 1758 épouse le 15 juillet 1777 Louise-Félicité-Victoire d'Aumont duchesse de Mazarin née le 22 octobre 1759 décédée le 13 décembre 1826 Mort le 16 février 1819]

   [image: LOUIS II (Honoré-Charles-Antoine) né à Bade le 12 juillet 1870 épouse le 24 juillet 1946 Ghislaine-Marie-Françoise Dommanget Mort à Monaco le 9 mai 1949 RAINIER III (Rainier-Louis-Henri-Maxence-Bertrand) né à Monaco le 31 mai 1923 épouse à Monaco le 18 avril 1956 Grâce Patricia Kelly née à Philadelphie le 12 novembre 1929 Morte à Monaco, le 14 septembre 1982]

   [image: ALBERT-Alexandre-Louis-Pierre Marquis des Baux ne a Monaco, le 14 mars 1958 STEPHANIE-Marie-Elisabeth nee a Monaco, le ler fevrier 1965]

   [image: THE FAMILY OF LOUIS XIV Henri IV - 1553-1610 Marie de Medicis 1573-1642 two sons and three daughters, all of whom died in early childhood one son and two Anne-Louise — Duc du]

   [image: LOUIS XV 1710-1774 Marie Leczinska 1703-1768 three children who died young Anne Henriette 1727-1752 Marie Adelaide 1732-1800]
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