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For Alex and her pet snowball, Horsey, and for
 Wednesday—best pet ever —M.H.

For my not-at-all normal parents, and for Pia and Izzy,
 who, I hope, think I’m not at all normal either, and for
 my good old stinky embarrassing pet, Olive —G.P.
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Ruby Small was a normal little girl.
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Perhaps that was to make up for having two not-normal-at-all
 parents. Ruby lived in a yellow-and-pink-striped house with a chimney
 that was so close to sky-blue that on some days it was invisible. Outside
 was a sign that read TOPIARY & TIARAS: SPRIGS & SPARKLES. Mr. Small was
 a topiary gardener: he trimmed trees into animal shapes—oaks became
 owls, pines became platypuses, maples became marsupials, and hedges
 became hedgehogs. Mrs. Small was a tiara designer.
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On summer evenings, Mrs. Small would put on
 her fanciest tiara and Mr. Small would set up the
 record player, and the two would tango cheek to
 cheek among the topiary.
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Inside, Ruby would pray that no one from school would 
walk by. She’d pull the curtains shut and serve milk and bran
 muffins to The Three Jennifers, her identical dolls, who were
 dressed like her in brown pinafores, plain black headbands, 
and brown shoes with the shoelaces triple-knotted.
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