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Cum·ber·bitch

[image: image]

Variations: Cumbercookies; Cumberologists; Cumberbabes; Cumbercollective

[image: bullet] Someone afflicted with an appreciation of the actor Benedict Cumberbatch and his many wonders (artistic talent, chiselled cheekbones, twinkling eyes, etc.) to such an extent that any task not involving him becomes laborious 

e.g. I physically cannot leave my house today because I am a Cumberbitch, and Sherlock series 1–3 is playing back-to-back on TV

[image: bullet] A savvy and sensible person 

e.g. S/he clearly knows a thing or two; s/he’s a Cumberbitch
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For the poor, unsuspecting souls who’ve yet to lay eyes on the subject of this book, and are therefore unaware of what lies in store for them once they do.
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You’ve watched every episode of Sherlock twice and you’ve set up an alert on your phone for relevant Benedict BuzzFeed articles. 

But that doesn’t necessarily spell trouble; Sherlock is a highly rated, award-winning show after all, and setting up internet alerts demonstrates efficiency and a desire to stay on trend (one hopes ...).

Therefore, to determine where you are on the fan spectrum, we’ve devised a handy questionnaire for you to complete. Now you can find out once and for all whether you’re simply a Cumberbatch admirer, or if you’ve trespassed into C-word territory.
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The Cumberbatch Quiz

Do You...

1.	Know the name of Mrs Benedict Cumberbatch?

2.	Know which film he starred in as Julian Assange?

3.	Know which recently reburied King of England he’s distantly related to?

4.	Know how he formally announced his engagement?

5.	Know how he says the word ‘penguin’?

6.	Know what he was wearing on his lower half (behave) when he collected his 2014 UK National Television Award?

7.	Know what his natural hair colour is?

8.	Know which of the Marvel Comics characters he’s playing?

9.	Understand what heterochromia iridis of the eyes means (because he has it)?

10.	Now find dragons strangely attractive?


 1 point for every correct answer

Tap here for the answers


Can You...

1.	Name the 2007 film he starred in as Paul Marshall?

2.	Guess his middle names?

3.	Recall which British university he received his Bachelor of Arts degree from?

4.	Name the musical instrument he had to learn to play for Sherlock?

5.	Complete the title of this film he features in: Penguins of _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _?

6.	Name the famous British boarding school he went to from age 13 to 18?

7.	Name the film he starred in alongside Gary Oldman, Colin Firth and Tom Hardy?

8.	Describe what he did on his gap year in India?

9.	Semi-accurately draw his mouth?

10.	Complete this well-known phrase: ‘Benedict Cumberbatch is the thinking woman’s _ _ _ _ _ _ _’?

 1 point for every correct answer

Tap here for the answers

Have You...

1.	Seen the 2004 Stephen Hawking drama he starred in?

2.	Made/liked/shared a meme of his photo­bombing-Bono spectacular at the 2014 Oscars?

3.	Listened to him read My Dear Bessie?

4.	Googled Benedict Cumberbatch GIFs?

5.	Enjoyed the way he drinks using a straw?

6.	Listened to Icelandic band Sigur Rós because you read somewhere that he likes them?

7.	Rued the day that the Khan shower scene was cut from Star Trek Into Darkness?

8.	Considered or actually visited Hampstead Heath – his jogging ground – in the hope of seeing him flit by?

9.	Watched the YouTube video of his many celebrity impressions?

10.	Ever run your fingers absentmindedly over a photo of his face because you’re subconsciously positive you should be able to feel his cheekbones through it?

Yes answer – 1 point
No answer – 0 point

Would You...

1.	Rather watch:

a)	The Other Boleyn Girl (historical drama including Benedict for measly minutes before he’s killed off)?

b)	War Horse (Spielberg special of the Michael Morpurgo book of the same name, which features Benedict on a horse for a portion of it)?

c)	The Imitation Game (heartbreaking film based on real events, with Benedict playing the lead – mathematician Alan Turing)?

2.	Go to a première he’s attending:

a)	Just before the celebs arrive, in the hope of spotting him from the back?

b)	Five to six hours beforehand and try to push your way to the front for his autograph?

c)	The night before, where you camp out on the red carpet and threaten to chain yourself to the railings should they try to remove you before you’ve shaken Benedict’s hand and shamelessly asked for a selfie?

3.	Rate him above the following:

a)	A cup of tea?

b)	A cup of tea at the Palace?

c)	A cup of tea at the Palace with Tom Hiddleston?

4.	Rather be which of his following co-stars:

a)	Louise Brealey in Sherlock?

b)	Keira Knightley in The Imitation Game?

c)	Adelaide Clemens in Parade’s End?

5.	Go to which of the following lengths to meet him:

a)	Stand outside the stage door after a production he’s in has finished?

b)	Find out where he’s filming and hang around at the location?

c)	Up sticks and move next door to him so you can pop round continuously under the good old ‘cup of sugar’ pretence?

‘a’ answer – 1 point
‘b’ answer – 2 points
‘c’ answer – 3 points
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True or False?

1. He first went to boarding school aged 13.

2. He recorded the voice of Smaug the Dragon for The Hobbit lying on his belly.

3. He was abducted in South Africa in 2005 and held overnight at gunpoint.

4. The teenage internet sensation who looks like him is his third cousin.

5. After Benedict photobombed his red-carpet picture, Bono sent him a signed copy of the said item.

6. A play called Benedict Cumberbatch Must Die was performed in New Zealand in 2014.

7. He’s an ambassador for The Prince’s Trust.

8. His inability to say the word ‘penguin’ stemmed from an attack by the animal he received on a trip to Finland.

9. He officiated his friends’ same-sex wedding.

10. He looks great in glasses.

1 point for every correct answer

Tap here for the answers


The Cumberbatch Quiz: Answers

Do You...


1. Sophie Hunter, 2. The Fifth Estate, 3. Richard III, 4. In the Forthcoming Marriages section of The Times newspaper, 5. ‘Pengling’, 6. Swimming trunks, 7. Auburn, 8. Dr Strange, 9. When the irises of your eyes contain different colours, 10. Yes.



Can You... 



1. Atonement, 2. Timothy Carlton, 3. Manchester, 4. Violin, 5. Madagascar, 6. Harrow, 7. Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy 8. Volunteered as an English teacher at a Tibetan monastery, 9. Yes, 10. Crumpet.





True or False? 




1. F (he was eight), 2. T (the clips of him wriggling around are oddly fantastic), 3. T (very brave, Benedict), 4. F, 5. F (but we wish this were true), 6. T (it’s actually a love letter to Ben; we’re pretty sure they don’t really want him to die), 7. T, 8. F (does Finland even have wandering penguins?), 9. T, 10. Too bloody right it’s true.
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The Cumberscale


Cumber-who?

If you scored 1–14


Being a Cumberbitch is debilitating, but knowing so little about Benedict is equally upsetting for the soul. Perhaps spend some time researching him on popular entertainment websites and then stare at the perfect arches of his eyebrows for a few minutes. The likely outcome will be that you will need this book afterwards.



Cumber-batched

If you scored 15–35

You’re heading towards Cumber-crisis, but you’re all right for now, and we’re secretly quite proud of you for knowing so much about our subject matter. It may be worth checking out Part 2: Cure so that you can use the steps as a preventative measure.

Cumberbitch

If you scored 35+

Please take a seat. This might be a little tricky to hear, but we’re pretty sure it won’t come as a surprise. You’re there, in the inner circle, the parameters of peril: the Big C. But it’s not a problem! That’s exactly what Part 2 is for. Read on and soon you will be revelling in your return to boring Benedict-less life

‘Looking for happiness is a sure way to sadness, I think. You have to take each moment as it comes.’

– Benedict Cumberbatch


Final Thought

Thanks for being such good friends with Martin Freeman. That bromance floors us. Thanks for doing posey photoshoots with trees and dogs, but also thanks for pulling funny faces. Thanks for that time at the Oscars in 2015 when you drank out of a hip flask while saying, ‘Go away.’ That was funny.

We’d thank Timothy and Wanda for your face, but that seems a bit beside the point, although your face is great. Thanks for making fireworks go off around your head and Sixties soul start playing when you come on screen. Thanks for wearing scarves, and flicking the collar on your coat, and having such a reverberating deep voice, and for doing Starter for 10, because, you know. Mostly, thanks for being Alan Rickman that time in The Simpsons.

Thanks, Benedict. You’re a real keeper.

‘I believe the sense of humour is important.’

– Benedict Cumberbatch
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