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1.  ​Foreword

[image: ]


Geriatric Presidents Of USA: Senile To Pompous, Doddering To Swaggering, Feeble To Belligerent, Woke To Illiberal, Lame Duck To Great White Shark?

There is great contrast and irony in the two geriatric US Presidents of the 21st century, namely Biden and Trump, who presided over a politically divided USA, serious domestic conflicts, and a crisis of confidence in the USA's role in the world.

How did the USA get to be in such a domestic turmoil and international mess?

What caused the severe domestic political polarisation in the USA?

Why the belligerent and dangerous US foreign policies?

Why is the world allowing US hegemony to lead the world to the brink of the worst possible existential threat to humanity?

Why are US politicians so cavalier about the dangers of the unimaginably horrible nuclear WW3?

Why are they so actively pursuing their dangerous anti-China and anti-Russia policies?
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2.  ​US Constitution 
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The USA has always prided itself on its Constitution first established in 1787. Indeed, it was the first major democracy of the modern world. But its democracy is quite different from those in the other countries, even among those in the Western camp. 

The constant reference to the US Constitution has been the bedrock of US politics and policies. But the 27 Constitutional Amendments Act enacted since the first Constitution has changed the character of the US Constitution very significantly. 

While US politicians constantly talk about the original intention of the Constitution and the intentions of the US founding fathers in what is known as the “Originalism” legal school, many of the aspects of the Constitution, even as amended over the years, have been out of sync with modern USA. 

Surely, originalism is not the answer. The US Constitution is in need of urgent repairs.
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3.  ​US Politics
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US Politics has now entered into the territory of toxic polarizing domestic politics and highly inflammatory foreign policies in the last decade, especially in the last 8 years of the unrelenting Republican/Democrats rivalry.

The US Congress seems to be in eternal gridlock. The overrated US two-party system has brought about the greatest possible polarisation of the US population in issues ranging from immigration, taxation, economic policies, inequality, racial and social discrimination, gender inequality, abortion laws, drug addiction, gun laws, crimes, ultra-liberalism, and other socially divisive policies.

At the same time, while USA's current global hegemony is still protected by its overwhelming military and economic power, there are now serious challenges to its longstanding hegemony from emerging superpowers and medium powers from around the world.

It is amazing that all this is being presided over by two geriatric octogenarian US presidents in the most recent decade.
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4.  ​Changing Circumstances
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That this serious polarized situation in the USA has happened is surely symptomatic of the great division within the USA, and the terrible uncertainty and economic woes faced by the US population.

Indeed, all these problems come from the great social and economic transitions in the USA stemming from the fast changing demographic, economic, and technological environment around the world.

As technological advances and prosperity spread around the world, new superpowers and other powerful countries are emerging rapidly around the world to vie for their rightful places under the sun. No longer do they readily accept subordinate roles to the USA in economic and international matters.

Indeed, the world is experiencing a dramatic transition from the monopoly of a single global hegemon to a multipolar hegemony.
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5.  ​Wars
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The last decade also saw the emergence of two terrible wars in Ukraine and in the Middle East.

These two wars have come to define American foreign policies and will remain so for a very long time.

Indeed , these wars are the quintessential proxy wars.

Somehow, president Biden has the terrible knack of turning foreign wars involving foreign countries into veritable proxy wars for the USA.

Biden has made the USA the biggest arms and lethal military equipment supplier of conflicts and wars around the world.
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6.  ​Ukraine's War
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Firstly, the proxy war between USA and Russia in Ukraine that arose from the full-scale Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 has claimed hundreds of thousands of lives and great devastation of infrastructure and properties.

The root cause of this war was the severe Russian anxiety about the US-engineered western military alliance NATO and its relentless eastward expansion towards the Russian border.

And ,in response to the highly anticipated Russian invasion of Ukraine, president Biden decided to impose the most severe and debilitating economic and financial sanctions on Russia, and started to supply enormous amounts of weapons to Ukraine in coordination with the EU and NATO.

This ill-conceived policy has evidently fared badly. Hundreds of billions of dollars from the USA and Europe had been spent and wasted in the last 3 years alone on this "ridiculous war" as termed by Trump.

This unwavering support by Biden of the war in Ukraine is in fact more ideological than realistic, as is typical of Biden’s policies. Surely Russia, a major nuclear superpower, cannot be put down by such strongarm tactics. Indeed, this proxy war of the USA with Russia only serves to benefit the American arms industry while prolonging the war endlessly.

Trump made some rather cryptic remarks about this war in mid January 2025, after his inauguration as US president: "We have numbers that almost a million Russian soldiers have been killed. About 700,000 Ukrainian soldiers were killed. Russia’s bigger, they have more soldiers to lose but that’s no way to run a country."

Interestingly, Ukraine had previously denied Trump's figures about the war, claiming Ukraine had only lost more than 43,000 soldiers killed in action, and more than 370,000 wounded. How amazing!

On the other hand, Russia does not reveal its official number of casualties, but Ukraine estimated that in 2024 alone Russia lost 150,000 soldiers killed and more than 400,000 wounded.

Clearly, all these estimates are highly speculative and far from accurate. They only demonstrated the fog and the deliberate disinformation put out by the antagonists in wars.

But the inescapable fact is that both Russia and Ukraine had probably lost hundreds of thousands of soldiers killed from each side. And, whatever the oft-quoted numbers, the losses of lives and properties were incredibly large on both sides.
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7.  ​Israel's War
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Apart from the terrible proxy war in Europe, there is this vicious war between the Israelis and Palestinians that started from the cross-border raid of Hamas militants into southern Israel in October 2023.

This attack was Hama's desperate attempt to once again bring the Israeli illegal occupation of Palestinian territories to the world's attention. It resulted in about 1,200 Israeli deaths and Hamas taking some 250 Israeli hostages back to Gaza.

Israel's vengeful retaliatory invasion of Gaza was swift and brutal, and has resulted, within 15 months, more than 47,000 Palestinian deaths, mostly women and children, as well as the almost total devastation of Gaza and the near complete displacement of the entire Gaza population.

Most alarmingly and most egregiously, this was basically a war financed and supported by the superpower USA.

The USA was unwavering in providing large numbers of advanced fighter jets, monster bombs, smart missiles, and other lethal arms to Israel. This continues throughout the Israeli invasion of Gaza, and then in the later Israeli escalation of the war to Lebanon and the air strikes against Iran.
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8.  ​Proxy Wars
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Surely, nobody can reasonably deny the fact that both these terrible wars that had started in the previous several years could not have lasted so long without the unwavering support in funding and massive military supplies from the USA.

Surely, these two wars must count as USA's proxy war against all the purported enemies of its global hegemony.

This is truly the very nature of proxy wars.

Clearly, the USA is the crucial massive arms and ammunition supplier to these proxy wars. Without doubt, the USA is the only reason why these two terrible wars could go on almost endlessly with more than ample supplies of lethal weapons.

While they are proxy wars without directly involving American troops on the ground, the USA surely cannot escape responsibility in fueling and perpetuating these horrendous wars so far away from home.

And, all this stems from the incredibly divisive US politics in recent years.
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