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UK POLITICS

To Complete Your Study for Component 1 you will need to study the core political ideas in addition to the chapters in this book.
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1 Democracy and participation

The concept of democracy is fundamental to an understanding of politics as it underpins all the concepts, ideas and topics you will be studying, yet it is a concept that sparks fierce passions and debates and conflicting attitudes. Take, for example, the debates over Brexit. On the one hand you had people arguing that the democratic ‘will of the people’ needed to be respected, as the result of the 2016 referendum indicated the people wanted to leave the EU. On the other hand, you had people and groups arguing that it was up to Parliament to decide and that MPs should vote in the ‘national interest’ and choose to remain in the EU. Western democracies like the UK boast of their democratic institutions and accuse totalitarian regimes like North Korea of being undemocratic dictatorships, yet North Korea, like many Communist states, calls itself a ‘Democratic People’s Republic’. How can there be such disagreement over a term that is so central to politics?

Democracy is simply a term that means ‘rule by the people’. It comes from the Ancient Greek demos (the people) and kratia (rule or power), but who the people are and how the will of the people should be translated into action is a matter of fierce debate. In fact, Plato, one the great Greek philosophers, saw democracy as undesirable and worried that mob rule by the uneducated masses would be damaging and could lead to anarchy and chaos, a view that persists even today in many debates about democracy.

Democracy is just a word, but how that word is interpreted and how it is applied to modern politics determines much of the decision-making and political systems that affect all our lives. Democracy today is largely seen as a ‘good thing’, but people still debate its meaning and how it should be applied, as evidenced by the heated debates over Brexit. At its heart, democracy is about the process and means of translating the will of the people into coherent plans and action, but how this is brought about and how it operates in practice is fluid and ever-changing, which is why it is important to start by getting to grips with what democracy means in practice.
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Anti-Brexit protester Steve Bray (left) and a pro-Brexit protester argue as they demonstrate outside the Houses of Parliament



Objectives

In this chapter you will learn about the following:

	➜  The meaning of the term ‘democracy’ and the current systems of representative and direct democracy


	➜  The advantages and disadvantages of representative and direct democracy


	➜  The case for reform to improve democracy


	➜  The nature of political participation in the UK and how it has evolved


	➜  The development of the franchise in the UK and current issues concerning the future of suffrage and voting


	➜  The role of group activity within a democracy, including pressure groups, lobbyists and think tanks


	➜  The general nature of political influence in the UK


	➜  The nature and context of rights in the UK, and their relationship to obligations


	➜  Issues concerning rights in the UK, including how effectively they are protected


	➜  The claims of collective rights versus individual rights






Current systems of democracy

Direct democracy

We normally divide the concept of democracy into two main types. These are direct democracy and representative democracy. Direct democracy was how the idea was first conceived in ancient Greece, mainly in the city state of Athens in the fifth century BC. Hence it is sometimes described as ‘Athenian democracy’.


Key terms

Direct democracy All individuals express their opinions themselves and not through representatives acting on their behalf. This type of democracy emerged in Athens in classical times and direct democracy can be seen today in referendums.

Representative democracy A more modern form of democracy, through which an individual selects a person (and/or a political party) to act on their behalf to exercise political choice.



What made it a democracy was the idea that every tax-paying citizen would have one vote of equal value to all others and all citizens were able to contribute to a decision. Thus, the assembled free citizens would make important decisions directly, fairly and equally, such as whether the state should go to war or whether a prominent citizen who had committed anti-state acts should be exiled. After Athenian democracy declined in the fourth century BC, direct democracy, with a few exceptions, disappeared as a democratic form until the nineteenth century.

Today, direct democracy has returned in the form of the referendum, now relatively common in Europe and some states of the USA (referendums and their use will be covered in more detail in Chapter 3). However, direct democracy today should be seen as an addition to representative democracy rather than a separate system, one that can add great legitimacy to the decisions made by politicians. Some decisions are considered so vital, and also so unsuitable for representatives to make them, that they are left to the people. However, the size and nature of modern politics would make the regular use of direct democracy impracticable and so it cannot be considered as an alternative to representative democracy in the twenty-first century.


Key term

Legitimacy The rightful use of power in accordance with pre-set criteria or widely held agreements, such as a government’s right to rule following an election or a monarch’s succession based on the agreed rules.



Direct democracy has its critics as well as its supporters. Table 1.1 summarises the main advantages and disadvantages of direct democracy.


Discussion point

Evaluate the view that direct democracy is a desirable way of governing a country.

Three key areas to discuss are:

	1    Why the advantages of direct democracy are positive ideas.


	2    How direct democracy can work on a practical level in the UK.


	3    How involved the people should be in all decisions.






Table 1.1 Direct democracy — is it desirable?








	
Advantages


	
Disadvantages





	
It is the purest form of democracy. The people’s voice is clearly heard


	
It can lead to the ‘tyranny of the majority’, whereby the winning majority simply ignores the interests of the minority and imposes something detrimental on them





	
It can avoid delay and deadlock within the political system


	
The people may be too easily swayed by short-term, emotional appeals by charismatic individuals





	
The fact that the people are making a decision gives it great legitimacy


	
Some issues may be too complex for the ordinary citizen to understand







Representative democracy

Representative democracy is the most common model found in the democratic world today.

The basis of this type of democracy is that the people do not make political decisions directly; instead, they choose representatives to make decisions on their behalf. The most common way of choosing representatives is to elect them through a formal, competitive election process. Indeed, if representatives are not elected in a vote with some degree of choice, it calls democracy into question. Elections are therefore what we first think of when we consider representation.

In addition to choosing representatives, representative democracy ensures that those elected to positions of power and responsibility have to be held to account by the people. Accountability is essential if representatives are to act responsibly and in the interests of the people. At election time both individual representatives, such as MPs in the UK, and the government as a whole are held accountable when the people go to the polls. During the election campaign, opposition parties will highlight the shortcomings of the government and will offer their own alternatives. At the same time, the government will seek to explain and justify what it has done in an effort to be re-elected. Similarly, individual representatives will be held to account for their performance: how well they have represented their constituents and whether their voting record in the legislature meets the approval of those same constituents. Of course, MPs are often faced with a dilemma of how best to represent their constituents, either by voting according to their conscience or to vote for their constituents wishes, or as the 18th century Conservative thinker Edmund Burke wrote, ‘your representative owes you, not his industry only, but his judgment; and he betrays instead of serving you if he sacrifices it to your opinion’. We shall explore this dilemma in greater detail later in this chapter.


Useful terms

Accountability Where those who have been elected in a representative democracy must be made responsible for their policies, actions, decisions and general conduct. Without such accountability, representation becomes largely meaningless.

Polls Another term for elections; polls simply establish the number of people who support a particular person, party or issue.

Constituents The ordinary voters who elect a particular representative, usually based on residence in a particular geographical area.




Synoptic link

The nature of voting behaviour and the role of opinion polls will be considered further in Chapter 4.



[image: image]
Voters queuing to vote at a polling station


Accountability is less certain between elections, but those in power can be held to account regularly through investigations, media scrutiny and individual representatives asking questions on behalf of their constituents. However, the individual representatives are normally safe until the next election.

Having said that representatives in a democracy are elected and are accountable, we need to explain the concept of representation in general. It can have different forms and meanings.


Study tip

Democracy underpins everything in UK politics, so it is vital that you make sure you are comfortable with the functions and different types of democracy as these will help you evaluate all other aspects of the course.



Different types of representation

When people consider representation, they usually think of someone who will express the concerns and needs of the local community, acting as a sort of ‘spokesperson’ or champion for the local area that elected them. Representation can take different forms, however, which can have implications for interpreting and evaluating the strength of representative democracy in the UK.


Synoptic link

The main representative body in the UK is Parliament, so understanding how different types of representation impact on Parliament will help explain how democratic and effective Parliament is at carrying out its representative role, as outlined in Chapter 6.



Social representation

Social representation implies that the characteristics of members of representative bodies — whether national parliaments, regional assemblies or local councils — should be broadly in line with the characteristics of the population as a whole. In other words, they should be close to a microcosm of society as a whole and ‘look like’ that society. For example, just over half should be women, a representative proportion of people should be drawn from the different ethnicities and religions which make up the society, and, on any representative body, there should be people of a range of ages, sexual orientations, social groups, disabilities and so on. Of course, this is difficult to achieve and the UK Parliament certainly falls short. This is explored further below when we discuss the state of representative democracy in the UK specifically, as well as in Chapter 6.

Representing the national interest

Though representatives may be elected locally or regionally, if they sit in the national Parliament they are expected to represent the interests of the nation as a whole and do what they believe is right, rather than what the people may want. Sometimes this may clash with the local constituency they represent, so they have to resolve the issue in their own way. For example, an MP representing a constituency near a major airport may be under pressure to oppose further expansion on the grounds of noise and pollution, but they may see it as in the national interest to expand that airport.


Useful term

National interest A term used to describe something that may not be popular but will be best for the nation as a whole and, therefore, MPs have a duty to prioritise that above the concerns of citizens. What exactly the national interest is is usually determined by the government and can be the source of great debate.




Activity

Carry out some research into how your local MP (or their predecessor) voted on the issues of HS2, Heathrow expansion and Brexit. On what basis do you feel they cast their vote (national interest, constituency interest or party interest)?



Constituency representation

The locality that elects a representative in UK national politics is known as a constituency. The idea is that a geographical area will have similar social and economic concerns that a representative will speak about in the elected body. The main focus, therefore, is on local issues. Such representation can imply three things:

	1  It can mean representing the interests of the constituency as a whole, such as funding for local services, or whether a new railway or airport should be built in the area.


	2  It can also mean representing the interests of individual constituents. This is often described as the redress of grievances. In this case, a representative will champion a constituent who feels they have been treated unfairly by the tax office or local hospital for example, or who needs help with an overseas issue.


	3  Finally, it can simply mean that a representative listens to the views of their constituents when deciding about a national issue. This can lead to another dilemma. What happens if the elected representative does not personally agree with the majority of the constituents? This becomes a matter of conscience that has to be resolved by the individual concerned.





Useful term

Redress of grievances This is an ancient function of the House of Commons. It involves an MP pursuing a grievance that a constituent may have against a public body, usually claiming that they have been unfairly or unequally treated. MPs may lobby ministers and officials or raise the matter in the House of Commons.



Party representation

All modern democracies are characterised by the existence of political parties. Furthermore, the vast majority of those seeking and winning election are members of a political party. It is unusual in modern democracies to find many examples of independent representatives who do not belong to a party. Parties have stated policies. At election time these are contained in a list of party promises called a manifesto. It follows that members of a party who are seeking to be elected will campaign on the basis of the party’s manifesto. This means that they are representing their party and the voters understand this.


Activity

Find out which parliamentary constituency you live in. Access the website of the local MP. What local issues are currently prominent in your area? What type of representation do you feel your local MP is delivering?




Synoptic link

Manifestos are a list of policy promises made by political parties at election time to persuade voters to vote for them. This will be covered in greater detail in Chapter 4.



Occupational or social representation

Some elected representatives will represent not only their constituency or region, but also a particular occupational or social group. For example, those who support and are supported by trade unions will often pursue the cause of groups of workers; others may represent professions such as doctors or teachers. This function can also apply to social groups such as older people, those with disabilities, members of the LGBTQ+ community or low-income groups.

Causal representation

Where representative bodies are not representing people so much as ideas, principles and causes, this is called causal representation. In a sense this represents the whole community, in that the beliefs and demands involved are claimed to benefit everyone, not just a particular group in society. Typical causes concern environmental protection, individual rights and freedoms, greater equality and animal rights. Though elected representatives often support such causes and principles, most causal representation is carried out by pressure groups.

As we can see from the points above, the type of representation being followed by an MP is often down to a combination of factors and may depend on the nature of the issue being presented. In order to evaluate the nature of representation in the UK, you need to consider the advantages and disadvantages of representative democracy as outlined in Table 1.2.

Table 1.2 The advantages and disadvantages of representative democracy








	
Advantages


	
Disadvantages





	
Representatives can develop expertise to deal with matters the public does not have the time or knowledge to deal with


	
Representatives may not act in the best interests of their constituents





	
Representatives can be held to account for their actions at election time


	
It can be difficult to hold a representative to account between elections





	
Representatives have the time to deal with a variety of complex matters, leaving the public free to get on with their own lives


	
Allowing voters to delegate responsibility to representatives can lead to the public disengaging from social issues and other responsibilities





	
In a large modern country, it is the only practical way to translate public opinion into political action


	
Representative bodies can be unrepresentative and may ignore the concerns and needs of minorities








Debate

Is direct democracy a better form of democracy?

Advantages of direct democracy

	●  It is the purest form of democracy. It is the voice of the people.


	●  Decisions made directly by the people have more authority.


	●  Decisions made by the people are more difficult for future governments to change or cancel.


	●  Direct democracy can help educate the people about political issues.




Advantages of representative democracy

	●  Elected representatives may have better judgement than the mass of the people.


	●  Elected representatives may be more rational and not swayed by emotion.


	●  Representatives can protect the interests of minorities.


	●  Elected representatives may be better informed than the general public.




[image: image] Look over the points for both sides of the debate and consider which side of the debate you believe to be stronger by comparing the relative advantages of the two forms of democracy and deciding why one form, overall, would be better.



The nature of representative democracy in the UK

Having explored the concept of representative democracy, we can now consider how representative democracy operates in the UK and evaluate how effective it is.

The whole administration of representative democracy is regulated by the Electoral Commission. This body ensures that representation is fair, that all those entitled to vote can register to vote and that the political parties do not have any undue influence through spending. It can be said that representation in the UK today is broadly uncorrupted, fair and honest, at least when compared with the past. However, there have been some notable exceptions to this, with some peers and MPs breaking the rules and acting dishonestly. These ideas will be explored in greater detail in Chapters 2 and 4.


Synoptic link

Devolution has been a key constitutional reform that aimed in part to improve local representation and democracy across the UK. The impact of devolution on representation is also discussed in Chapter 5.



Levels of representation in the UK

First, we can see that the people are represented at different levels of government. Table 1.3 demonstrates how this works in the UK.

Table 1.3 Levels of representation








	
Level


	
Jurisdiction





	
Parish or town councils*


	
The lowest level of government. They deal with local issues such as parks and gardens, parking restrictions, public amenities and small planning issues





	
Local councils


	
These may be county councils, district councils or metropolitan councils, depending on the area. They deal with local services such as education, public transport, roads, social services and public health





	
Combined authorities


	
Where groups of two or more local councils in England join together to share resources and increased powers devolved to them from central government. These may be presided over by an elected mayor, such as in Greater Manchester, or not have a mayor, such as the combined autority in West Yorkshire.





	
Metropolitan authorities*


	
This is big city government, such as in London. These bodies deal with strategic city issues such as policing, public transport, arts funding, environment, large planning issues and emergency services. They normally have an elected mayor and strategic authority





	
Devolved government


	
The governments of Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland. They have varying powers, but all deal with health, social services, education, policing and transport. All three have elected representative bodies (an assembly in Northern Ireland, Parliaments in Scotland and Wales)





	
National government


	
This is the jurisdiction of the UK Parliament at Westminster and the UK government







* In England and Wales only

So we can see that all citizens of the UK are represented at three levels at least and that many enjoy four or five levels of representation. It is also clear that representation has become increasingly decentralised with the advent of devolution, and the delegating of increasing powers to city administrations.


Useful term

Decentralisation The process of spreading power away from the centre (i.e. central government) both towards devolved governments in the national regions and to local government.



Forms of representation in the UK

Having established at what levels of government we are represented, we can now examine what forms of representation flourish in the UK.

Constituencies

It is a cornerstone and an acknowledged strength of representative democracy in the UK that every elected representative should have a constituency to which they are accountable and whose interests they should pursue. These constituencies may be quite small, such as a parish or a local ward, or they may be very large, like those for the Northern Ireland Parliament or the Greater Manchester area (see Figure 1.1), but the same principle applies to all. This principle is that individuals in the constituency should have their grievances considered, that the interests of the whole constituency should be given a hearing in a representative assembly, and that the elected representative is regularly made accountable to their constituency. The levels of constituency in the UK, from smallest to largest, are shown in Table 1.4.


[image: image]
Figure 1.1 The parliamentary constituencies in the Greater Manchester area as of the 2019 general election

Table 1.4 Levels of constituency in the UK








	
Level


	
Representatives





	
Ward or parish


	
Parish and local councillors





	
Parliamentary constituency


	
MPs





	
City region


	
Assembly members





	
Metropolitan authority


	
Elected mayors





	
Devolved assembly constituency


	
Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs), Members of the Senedd in Wales and Members of the Legislative Assembly (MSLs) in Northern Ireland








Knowledge check

Who represents you? Who is your local MP? What other bodies represent your household?



Parties

The UK is unusual in that political parties play a much more central role in representation than in some other democracies. This is for two reasons:

	●  First, political parties have evolved out of ideological principles (usually expressed in their manifestos) and are therefore united by a set of core beliefs and principles at the heart of the party, such as conservatism for the Conservative Party, socialism for the Labour Party and liberalism for the Liberal Democrats. This means that, at their heart, members of UK parties have a shared ideology and set of beliefs, whereas in some other countries, such as the USA, parties arose in reaction to particular events or conflicts, so they are looser confederations with a shared label but large differences in principles.


	●  Second, it is usually the case that one single party governs in the UK, which is rare compared with many of the democracies across Europe. There have been exceptions: between 2010 and 2015, when a coalition ruled; and following 2017, when the Conservatives formed a minority government with support from (but not coalition with) the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP), a small party of 10 MPs that represents the unionist side of the political debate in Northern Ireland. However, the norm is for single-party government. Since the 80-seat majority secured by the Conservatives in December 2019, the UK has returned to its more ‘normal’ position of single-party government.





Synoptic link

The concepts of mandates and manifestos are key parts of election campaigns and are explored more fully in Chapter 3.



Government representation

The people as a whole are also represented by the elected government. As we shall see again below, it is a mark of a true democracy that the winning party or parties should govern on behalf of the whole community and not just those sections of society that typically support it. While it is true that there will be a tendency to support some groups more than others, this does not alter the fact that the elected government represents the whole nation.

Pressure groups

Pressure groups in the UK (and indeed in other democracies) are representative bodies in two main ways:

	1  Some groups will have a formal membership and will represent their ‘section’ of society by promoting policies that will benefit them. This applies to sectional pressure groups such as the British Medical Association (BMA) and the National Farmers’ Union (NFU).


	2  Other groups are engaged in causal representation. Here they represent a set of beliefs, principles or demands that they believe will benefit the whole community, such as Friends of the Earth (environmental causes) and Liberty (human rights campaigning).




All pressure groups represent us in various ways. Whatever we believe, whatever we do and whatever our occupation, there is probably a pressure group working in our interests. It is all part of a pluralist democracy and a healthy civil society. The role of pressure groups in the UK is explored more fully later in this chapter.


Key term

Pluralist democracy A type of democracy in which a government makes decisions as a result of the interplay of various ideas and contrasting arguments from competing groups and organisations.




Useful term

Civil society A collective name for all the various associations, including parties, pressure groups, religions, voluntary organisations, charities, etc., to which citizens belong and in which they may become active. Civil society acts as a vital counterbalance to the power of government.



How democratic is the UK?

If we are to attempt an assessment of democracy in the UK, we need to establish what we mean by the term ‘democracy’. More precisely, we should ask two questions:

	1  What constitutes a democratic political system? A word of caution is needed before this assessment. Democracy is a contested term. There is no single, perfect definition. Therefore, the elements described below add up to a guide, a collection of the most commonly accepted features of a democracy by western, liberal standards.


	2  What constitutes a democratic society? This is a broader question and is explored below.




The UK’s system of liberal democracy

When we talk about democracy in the UK, we are often referring to the concept of a ‘liberal’ democracy. This goes back to the seventeenth century and thinkers like John Locke, who believed that governments ruled by the consent of the governed and that a social contract existed between the people and those in power. This was a radical idea for the time as it rejected the idea of absolute monarchy and the divine right of kings, which suggested leaders only answered to God. Instead, leaders should answer to the people. In addition to this, to help to ensure the people would be free to live their lives and to prevent the government from becoming too powerful, a series of limitations should be introduced to restrict the power of the government in order to create a free society. This liberal form of democracy provides the key features of the UK’s democratic system today, given below (summarised in Figure 1.2).
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Figure 1.2 The features of a liberal democracy

The peaceful transition of power

This is a feature that is often taken for granted in democracies, but it is not guaranteed in many societies. It means that those who lose power by democratic means accept the authority of those who have won. If they do not, politics breaks down and non-peaceful conflict is likely to ensue. This helps to ensure that democracy can hold governments to account and ensures the legitimacy of those who have won an election.

Free elections

Elections are a cornerstone of democracy. Without them it is impossible to imagine democracy working in any meaningful way. Indeed, it is probably the first thing we look for when assessing whether or not a system is democratic. The description ‘free’ means that all adults (however that is defined) are free to vote and to stand for office. This is described as ‘universal suffrage’. If significant groups are excluded then elections are not truly free and democracy is flawed. Elections also need to be free to ensure that everyone can exercise their right to vote without fear, threats or intimidation. One way of achieving this is through the secret ballot, while rights to vote must be strictly enforced by the courts in order to ensure people are not unfairly denied the right to vote. If a secret ballot and a strict adherence to these rights is not in place, votes can be bought and sold and voters can be coerced into voting a certain way, or not voting at all.


Useful terms

Universal suffrage The idea that all people who are recognised as adults have the right to vote, regardless of any social or economic considerations.

Secret ballot The practice of voting being private and done away from public view so that no one will know how an individual cast their vote.



Fair elections

This is a more difficult criterion. In the strictest sense, this means that everyone has one vote and all votes are of equal value. It also suggests that there are safeguards in place to avoid electoral fraud and ballot rigging. However, what fairness means is open to some debate; what may appear fair to some will appear unfair to others. A candidate who wins the most votes can be said to have won the election fairly, but if they gained only 25 per cent of the total votes cast, then it could be seen as unfair as 75 per cent of voters did not choose that candidate. Such debates surround the UK’s various electoral systems and whether or not they are fair systems. These different interpretations are explored more fully in Chapter 3, but it is worth remembering that they underpin the very concept of democracy in the UK and why there are so many debates over how democracy works in the UK.


Useful term

Ballot rigging The process of fixing an election to ensure a particular outcome. This can be done by stuffing ballot boxes with extra votes, losing ballot boxes or miscounting them.



Widespread participation in politics

It is important for the health of a democracy that a large proportion of the population participates in politics. A well-informed and active population can prevent government becoming too dictatorial, and without the people participating in the political process there is a breakdown in communication between the government and the governed. This is why the issue of political participation is so important and will be explored later in this chapter.

Freedom of expression and information

One of the fundamental features of a democracy is the right of the people to express their opinions and criticise the government. This is known as a civil liberty and means that people cannot be arrested or persecuted for expressing negative opinions of those in power, their policies, or their competence. There should also be free access to public information to enable the people to check the government and consider how well it is governing. Few governments enjoy being criticised or scrutinised, but this is what marks out a democracy compared with a dictatorship, where public discussion and evaluation of the government are banned or restricted. This requirement implies a free media and no government censorship or interference. The development of the internet has helped as it allows free access for all, though whether or not the information provided is accurate leads to questions about its validity. This issue has become more stark in recent years with the rise of fake news and growing popularity of conspiracy theories, which have made it harder for people to take publicly expressed views as being based on fact or truth.


Study tip

Many people loosely describe general elections in the UK as ‘free and fair’. However, while they are certainly free, many argue they are not fair. So be careful not simply to run the two terms together uncritically.




Synoptic link

The whole issue of elections is explored fully in Chapter 3. The question of how free and fair elections in the UK actually are is analysed there.



Freedom of association

Linked to freedom of expression is freedom of association. In terms of politics, this means the freedom to form parties or pressure groups, provided their aims and methods are legal. Parties and pressure groups are such vital vehicles for representation that if they did not exist, or were suppressed, democracy would be almost impossible to sustain.


Study tip

Be careful not to confuse the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR), which is not an EU institution, with the European Court of Justice, which is and which enforces or interprets EU law.



Protection of rights and liberties

Linked to freedom of expression and association is the idea that the rights and liberties of citizens should be firmly safeguarded. This implies that there should be some kind of enforceable ‘Bill of Rights’ or ‘Basic Laws’ to protect rights and liberties in such a way that the state cannot erode them. The European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) is just such an example, as is the US Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments of America’s Constitution. In the UK, the Human Rights Act performs this role, while the Equalities and Human Rights Commission operates in England and Wales to promote and protect human rights.


Synoptic link

Constitutions, discussed in Chapter 5, are inherently bound up with democracy. Any democratic reforms would also be constitutional reforms and most constitutional reforms will have an impact, for better or worse, on how democracy operates in the UK.



The rule of law

The rule of law is the basic principle that all citizens should be treated equally under the law and that the government itself should be subject to the same laws as its citizens. It is linked to the concept of limited government and ensures that no one, even those in power, can break the law and if they do, they will be held to account on the same basis as anyone else.

Independent judiciary

The existence of the rule of law implies one other feature: an independent judiciary. It is a key role of the judiciary in a democracy to ensure that the rule of law is upheld. For this to happen, the members of the judiciary (the judges) must be independent from government and the whole process of politics. In this way they will ensure that all individuals and groups in society are treated equally under the law and that the government does not exceed its authority. It also means, of course, that the rights and liberties of citizens are more likely to be upheld.

A constitution

Democracy is at risk if there are not firm limits to the power of government. Without these, there is a possibility that government will set aside democratic principles for its own purposes. We expect this to happen sometimes in times of warfare and emergency, but not normally. The usual way to set the limits of government power is to define them in a constitution that will be enforced by the forces of law. This is known as constitutionalism and all democracies have a constitution.


Study tip

There is no right or wrong answer to the question of how democratic the UK political system is, but you will need to look at the arguments and consider what your judgement might be and why, as this is what you will need to explain and do in producing exam-style answers.



How democratic is the UK political system?

Having established the features that make the UK a democracy, we are now able to assess the extent to which the UK political system is democratic and then to consider how it might be reformed.

Table 1.5 shows a ‘balance sheet’ considering whether the UK has a healthy democratic political system. However, there remain a few serious flaws. Collectively, these are described as a ‘democratic deficit’. The main examples of the UK’s democratic deficit can be summarised thus:

	●  The first-past-the-post (FPTP) electoral system for general elections produces disproportional results, renders many votes wasted and elects governments with a relatively small proportion of the popular vote. It discriminates against small parties with dispersed support.


	●  The House of Lords has considerable influence but is an unelected body.


	●  The sovereignty of Parliament, in theory, gives unlimited potential power to the government.


	●  The powers of the Prime Minister are partly based on the authority of the unelected monarch.


	●  The European Convention on Human Rights is not binding on Parliament, so individual rights and liberties remain under threat.





Key term

Democratic deficit A flaw in the democratic process where decisions are taken by people who lack legitimacy, due to not having been appointed with sufficient democratic input or not being subject to accountability.



Table 1.5 How democratic is the UK political system?









	
Democratic feature


	
Positives


	
Negatives





	
Peaceful transition of power


	
The UK is remarkably conflict-free


	
Short-lived disputes have arisen when the results were not clear, in 2010 and in 2017, leading to some claims of a lack of legitimacy





	
Free elections


	
Nearly everyone over 18 can vote

There is little electoral fraud and there exist strong legal safeguards


	
Some groups, such as people in prison and people without homes are denied their right to vote

The House of Lords is not elected at all, nor is the head of state (monarch)





	
Fair elections


	
There are proportional systems in place in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and other devolved and local bodies


	
The first-past-the-post system for general elections leads to disproportionate results and many wasted votes

Governments are often elected on a modest proportion of the popular vote





	
Widespread participation


	
There is extensive membership of pressure groups, which are free and active. There is also a growing level of participation in e-democracy


	
Since 2001 voter turnout in general elections has been, on average, lower than in previous elections, while party membership, especially among younger people, has generally been in decline. Despite some increases in party membership after 2015, it is still below levels experienced in the 1950s





	
Freedom of expression


	
The press and broadcast media are free of government interference. Broadcast media maintains political neutrality. There is free access to the internet


	
Much ownership of the press is in the hands of a few large, powerful companies such as News International, the owners of which tend to have their own political preferences

Some information available on the internet is false and detrimental





	
Freedom of association


	
There are no restrictions on legal organisations

People may organise and instigate public protests


	
The government has the power to ban some associations because they are seen as based on terrorism or racial hatred

Public meetings and demonstrations can be restricted on the grounds of ‘public safety’





	
Protection of rights and liberties


	
Strong in the UK. The country is signed up to the ECHR and the courts enforce it. The House of Lords protects rights, as does the judiciary


	
Parliament is sovereign, which means rights are at the mercy of a government with a strong majority in the House of Commons. The ECHR is not binding on the UK Parliament





	
The rule of law


	
Upheld strictly by the judiciary. The right to judicial review underpins this. The judiciary is independent and non-political


	
The monarch is exempt from legal restrictions

There is statistical evidence to suggest that those of higher social and economic standing are treated more leniently than those at the lower end





	
A constitution


	
Parliament and the courts ensure the government acts within the law

The Human Rights Act (see below in this chapter and in Chapter 8) acts as a restraint on the actions of the government, and constitutional checks exist to limit the power of the government


	
There is no codified UK Constitution so the limits to government power are vague. Parliamentary sovereignty means the government’s powers could be increased without a constitutional safeguard. The prerogative powers of the Prime Minister are extensive and arbitrary








Is the UK in need of democratic reform?

Generally, the UK system of democracy is working, but there are arguments that it could be made to work better and that some of the traditional elements should be updated to reflect a more modern, diverse society. Individual reforms relating to Parliament, the judiciary, devolution, elections and parties will be considered in detail in the relevant chapters, but reforms in all these areas will have an impact on democracy, so Table 1.6 provides a summary of some of the potential reforms that could be considered. These are explored in more detail below.


Study tip

Although each reform may improve democracy in some way, it would also raise other questions and issues that might make the reform less desirable. Make sure you are able to explain whether the benefits of reform outweigh the negatives.




Knowledge check

Identify four things that make the UK a representative democracy.



Table 1.6 Potential democratic reforms for the UK









	
Potential reform


	
Advantages


	
Disadvantages





	
Replace the House of Lords with an elected chamber


	
It would remove an unelected, unaccountable body from the UK’s democratic process


	
What replaced it might cause greater rivalry with the House of Commons, leading to gridlock in the political process

The expertise in the Lords could potentially be replaced by career politicians





	
Replace the FPTP electoral system with a more proportional one


	
It would remove the negative features of FPTP, such as safe seats, minority constituencies, unfair representation and governments with a minority of support


	
Proportional systems make coalitions more likely and harder to hold to account. The systems are more complex and risk losing the close MP–constituency link that currently exists





	
Codify the UK Constitution


	
It would clarify the processes of the UK political system and provide a higher law that would be entrenched, rather than the flexibility of the current uncodified constitution


	
A codified constitution might prove too rigid and there are questions about who would write it and how it would be implemented. It would raise questions over the location of sovereignty

It would give more power to unelected judges





	
Create a devolved English Parliament to equalise devolution


	
It would solve the West Lothian question (where MPs from devolved areas can vote in measures that no longer affect their constituents, covered more fully in Chapter 5) and create a more equal level of representation across the UK (see Chapter 5)


	
England is too large a single entity to work within a devolved system, but regional devolution has been rejected by voters





	
Introduce state party funding


	
It would allow politicians to focus on their main job rather than fundraising

It would, potentially, remove the need to acquire money from powerful groups and vested interests that donate for their own ends, not the national interest


	
The process of fundraising helps to keep politicians and parties connected to voters

Questions would be raised over how funding would be allocated and whether taxpayer money should be given to parties that some may find objectionable





	
Introduce compulsory voting


	
It would increase turnout in all elections, helping improve the legitimacy of elected officials


	
Forcing people to vote may not improve public engagement in politics

The right to vote also includes the right not to vote





	
Replace the monarch with an elected head of state (president)


	
It would remove an unelected figurehead and replace them with an elected and accountable figure


	
The monarchy is popular and, being neutral, can act as a unifying figure in a way an elected politician cannot








Discussion point

Evaluate the view that the UK is in need of democratic reform.

Three questions you may wish to consider are:

	1    Although democratic reform might be desirable, is it essential?


	2    Is there a significant demand for such reforms?


	3    Would these reforms potentially create more problems than they solve?







Knowledge check

Identify three problems or issues with the UK’s system of representative democracy.



Political participation in the UK

The term ‘participation’ covers a variety of forms of political activity. Most citizens participate in politics in one way or another. However, there are two variables involved:

	●  What kind of participation?


	●  How intensive is that participation?




The first question can be answered by detailing the various ways in which it is possible to participate in political processes. The second can be answered by placing these forms of participation into some kind of order that expresses the degree to which they require intense activity. They are described below in order of intensity.

	1  Standing for public office This is the most intensive. Many local councillors are part-time, but they do have to give up a great deal of their lives to attending meetings, campaigning, meeting constituents, reading information and making decisions. It goes without saying that full-time politicians have to immerse themselves in the job. Even those who stand for office unsuccessfully have to devote a considerable amount of time to the effort of trying to get elected.


	2  Active party membership Many people join political parties, but only a minority of these are active members, also called ‘activists’. Activists are fully engaged with the party they support. This may mean attending local meetings of the party, voting for officers, campaigning in the community and canvassing at election time to try to ensure as many party supporters vote as possible.


	3  Active pressure group membership Like party activists, these pressure group supporters may be full members, helping to raise both money and awareness of the cause they support. Often this means attending or even organising demonstrations and other forms of direct action.


	4  Passive party or group membership This means being enough of a supporter to join the party or pressure group, but taking relatively little active part. Such members often confine their activities to helping at election times or maybe signing a petition.


	5  Digital activists Since the growth of social media and the internet, this has become a common form of participation. It requires only that the individual takes part in campaigns and movements that happen online. In other words, participation is possible without leaving one’s home. It normally involves such activities as signing e-petitions, joining social media campaigns, expressing support for a cause on social media, etc.


	6  Voting Voting is the most fundamental and yet the least taxing form of political participation. It has become especially convenient with the growing use of postal voting. Even with local, regional and national elections, plus referendums, most citizens have to vote only once a year at most.




We have seen above that high levels of participation in political processes are essential to a healthy democracy. If citizens are passive and do not concern themselves with politics, the system becomes open to the abuse of power. In other words, popular political participation helps to call decision-makers to account and to ensure that they carry out their representative functions.

The ways in which people participate are changing. Some also claim that political participation is in decline, especially among the young. Both these phenomena are examined below. The way in which participation has changed has consequences for how democracy operates in the UK, while a decline in participation can undermine the very practice of democracy itself.

Changing forms and levels of participation

The 2001 general election saw a turnout of only 59.4 per cent, a historic low, 12 per cent below what it had been in 1997 and 18 per cent below that of 1992. Coupled with declining membership of political parties, this led to a concern that Britain was experiencing a ‘participation crisis’. This may have reflected a situation where New Labour was so dominant that there was little real competition, or it may have been an early indication that methods of participation were changing. Nevertheless, as widespread participation is so integral to the functioning of a healthy democracy, any sense that there might be a crisis could lead to a democratic deficit where the legitimacy of those in power and the ability of the public to hold them to account are seriously undermined, leading to accusations of an elective dictatorship. As such, issues with participation need to be carefully considered.


Key terms

Participation crisis A lack of engagement with the political process by a significant number of citizens, either by choosing not to vote or not to join or become members of political parties or not to offer themselves for public office.

Elective dictatorship A government that dominates Parliament, usually due to a large majority, and therefore has few limits on its power.



Political parties

In the 1940s and 1950s membership of all political parties rose to over 3 million, mostly Conservatives. If one were to add trade union members affiliated to the Labour Party, this figure would be several million higher. Since then there has been a steady decline. Of course, those high figures did not mean that the mass memberships were politically very active, but they gave an indication of mass engagement with politics at some level. Figure 1.3 demonstrates this decline.
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Figure 1.3 The decline in party membership

Source: House of Commons Library briefing SN05125
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Figure 1.4 Party memberships in 2019

*Based on a December 2019 registered electorate size of 47,074,800 according to the Office for National Statistics

** Figures for Plaid Cymru as based on 2018 data, the most recent available

*** In 2020 former UKIP leader Nigel Farage created The Brexit Party and many UKIP members transferred their support to this new party, which had a membership of 85,000 by June 2020. UKIP membership declined as a result but it still exists as a party, though much smaller


Discussion point

Evaluate the extent to which the UK is suffering from a ‘participation crisis’.

Three points you may wish to consider are:

	1    What is the meaning of the word ‘crisis’?


	2    Is what is described in this section a crisis or an issue that would be nice to reform?


	3    Would any potential reforms resolve all elements of the ‘crisis’?






It is clear that parties are no longer the main vehicle by which most people wish to participate in politics. There are, though, exceptions:

	●  There was a surge in Labour Party membership in 2015 when, under new rules established by the then leader, Ed Miliband, it was possible to join the party for just £3 (normal subscriptions to a party are much higher). This was to enable a wider section of Labour supporters to vote in leadership elections.


	●  Following the 2014 referendum on Scottish independence, membership of the Scottish National Party (SNP) surged, and it claimed to have over 100,000 members in a population of only just over 5 million.


	●  There was an increase in membership of UKIP in the run-up to the 2015 general election. Nearly 50,000 had signed up to the party by the time of the election, making UKIP the fourth-largest party in the UK in terms of membership. After the 2015 election and in the run-up to the 2017 and 2019 elections, membership of the Liberal Democrat and Green parties also rose.




These three examples that buck the trend of declining party membership suggest that people still see parties as a vehicle for political action if they are proposing some kind of radical change. When it comes to more conventional politics and established parties, however, membership is continuing to decline.

Voting

The act of voting, in an election or a referendum, is the least intensive form of participation and also the most infrequent, yet it is also the most important for most citizens. The level of turnout (what proportion of registered voters actually votes) is therefore a good indicator of participation and engagement with politics. If we look at general elections, the trend has been mixed in recent years. Figure 1.5 shows the turnout at general elections since 1979.
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Figure 1.5 Turnout at UK general elections, 1979–2019

We can see that there is a general trend of falling turnout, though there has been a recovery since the historic low of 2001, a trend that was extended into the 2017 general election, but fell back slightly in 2019. The figure of two-thirds could be viewed as disappointing, but also not serious in terms of democratic legitimacy. It is useful to compare turnout in the UK with that of other democracies. Figure 1.6 shows comparative figures for the most recent general elections in other countries.
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Figure 1.6 Comparative general election turnouts


Discussion point

Evaluate the view that the level of participation in UK general elections is a problem for UK democracy.

You may wish to consider the following three issues:

	1    Why participation in elections is important in a democracy.


	2    The possible reasons for a decline in election turnout.


	3    How far issues with participation have affected the workings of government (if at all).







Synoptic link

The reasons for variations in turnout, as well as the impact on the outcome of elections, are explored in Chapter 4 on voting behaviour.



Figure 1.6 shows that the UK stands in the middle of the ‘league table’. This reflects the wider picture. It is interesting that the USA, often described as the purest democracy in the Western world, displays the lowest turnout figures in this selection, and one of the lowest in the democratic world, but it is worth remembering that in its figures the USA includes all possible voters, while in the UK turnout is based only on those who have registered to vote.


Discussion point

Evaluate the view that turnout in UK general elections suggests there is a participation crisis.

Three questions to consider are:

	1    How does the figure from 2019 compare to the pre-2001 historic average?


	2    How does the figure from 2019 compare to the historic low of 2001?


	3    How does the UK compare to other democracies?






Turnout in referendums is rather more volatile in the UK. Table 1.7 shows turnout in a number of key referendums.

Table 1.7 Referendum turnouts in the UK









	
Year


	
Subject of referendum


	
Turnout (%)





	
1997–98


	
Devolution to:

	•  Scotland


	•  Wales


	•  Northern Ireland





	
60.4

50.1

81.0





	
1998


	
Should London have an elected mayor?


	
34.1





	
2011


	
The introduction of the AV electoral system


	
42.2





	
2014


	
Scottish independence


	
84.6





	
2016


	
British membership of the EU


	
72.2







We can see that referendum turnouts vary from 34.1 per cent concerning local government in London, up to 84.6 per cent in the Scottish independence referendum. Turnout is, of course, a reflection of how important voters consider an issue to be. Voters are certainly becoming more used to having a say on single issues and it is noteworthy that in the two most crucial referendums, EU membership and Scottish independence, turnout was higher than in recent general elections.

Should compulsory voting be introduced?

One potential reform to the democratic process would be to make voting compulsory. Compulsory voting exists in about a dozen countries, though in many it is possible to ‘opt out’ of voting before the election and so avoid a fine. In some countries the government does not enforce compulsory voting, though it exists in law. In Australia, compulsory voting is enforced and a fine can be levied. Voters there do not have to vote for any candidate(s) but must attend the polling booth and mark a ballot paper in some way. Some ‘spoil’ the ballot paper to avoid a fine. The turnout in Australia, not surprisingly, is above 90 per cent, and it is 90 per cent in Belgium for similar reasons. In Italy, voting was compulsory until 1998 when turnout was typically close to 90 per cent, but since voting has been no longer compulsory turnout has fallen (72.93 per cent in 2018). So, there can be no doubt that compulsory voting has a dramatic effect on turnout. The relatively low turnouts at UK elections, especially at local and regional levels, have led to calls for compulsory voting. The arguments for and against are well balanced.


Debate

Should the UK introduce compulsory voting?

Arguments for

	●  It may force more voters, especially younger people, to make themselves more informed about political issues.


	●  By increasing turnout, it would give greater democratic legitimacy to the party or individual(s) who win an election.


	●  By ensuring that more sections of society are involved, decision-makers would have to ensure that policies address the concerns of all parts of society, not just those who typically vote in larger numbers.


	●  It can be argued that voting is a civic duty so citizens should be obliged to carry out that duty.




Arguments against

	●  It is a civil liberties violation. Many argue it is a basic right to not take part.


	●  Many voters are not well informed and yet they would be voting, so there would be ill-informed participation.


	●  It would involve large amounts of public expenditure to administer and enforce the system.


	●  It would favour larger parties against small parties. This is because less-informed citizens would vote and they may have heard only of better-known parties and candidates.




[image: image] Consider the idea of ‘should’ and why compulsory voting ‘should’ be introduced to help steer you to your overall evaluative judgement about which side is more convincing. Remember that in making your judgement you should address the question asked, not just an assessment of good and bad ideas from each side.



Attention tends to centre on younger voters in the UK because they typically vote in smaller numbers than older people. Turnout figures at UK general elections among the 18–24 age group are typically about 35 per cent, while over 80 per cent of the over-60s tend to vote. This may result in governments favouring older generations against younger ones when setting policy. However, civil rights campaigners are against compulsory voting, while the Conservative Party is unlikely to support it as younger people tend to be more left-wing than older people, so forcing younger people to vote would favour Labour and other left-of-centre parties.

Digital democracy

E-petitions are a fast-growing form of participation, gaining greatly in popularity since official government petitions were introduced with the requirement that any petition gaining 10,000 signatures would receive a government response and any receiving 100,000 signatures would be considered for a parliamentary debate. Indeed, they have become so common that the term ‘e-democracy’ has come into use. Such petitions are part of the wider spread of digital democracy, where campaign groups use social media and the internet to promote their causes.


Useful term

e-democracy A name used to describe the growing tendency for democracy to be carried out online in the form of e-petitions and other online campaigns.



E-petitions have the advantage of requiring little effort and it is immediately apparent how much support a particular issue may have. Combined with the use of social media, they can very rapidly build interest in an issue, causing a bandwagon effect. They are often criticised as a form of participation as it requires so little effort to take part and there is no guarantee that participants know much about the issue. Nevertheless, they are becoming an established part of modern democracy and do, from time to time, have some influence, perhaps most notably when they led to the re-opening of the investigation into the Hillsborough football stadium tragedy and the much-hyped televised debate about whether or not Donald Trump should be allowed into the UK.

Table 1.8 includes some of the most important e-petitions of recent times, and demonstrates how much impact they have had.

Table 1.8 E-petitions in the UK











	
Year


	
Subject


	
Signatures


	
Outcome


	
Platform





	
2007


	
Against a plan to introduce charges for using roads


	
1.8 million


	
The government dropped the plan


	
Downing Street site





	
2011


	
Calling for the release of all documents relating to the Hillsborough football disaster of 1989


	
139,000


	
Following a parliamentary debate, the papers were released, and a new inquest was launched


	
Downing Street site





	
2016


	
Should there be a second EU referendum?


	
3.8 million


	
A parliamentary debate was held on the issue but no second referendum was allowed


	
Parliamentary site





	
2019


	
‘Don’t put our NHS up for negotiation’


	
169,836


	
The government responded by saying ‘The Government has been clear: the National Health Service (NHS) is not, and never will be, for sale to the private sector. The Government will ensure no trade agreements will ever be able to alter this fundamental fact’


	
Parliamentary site





	
2020


	
Offer more support to the arts (particularly theatres and music) amidst the Covid-19 pandemic


	
175,654


	
Debated in Parliament in June 2020. In response to this debate the government announced more funding to protect the arts


	
Parliamentary site







The importance of blogging, tweeting and general social media campaigning is also growing. A campaign on a current issue can be mounted in just a few hours or days. Information about various injustices or demands for immediate action over some kind of social evil can circulate quickly, putting pressure on decision-makers and elected representatives. Sites such as 38 Degrees and Change.org help to facilitate such social movements. Typical campaigns concern proposed hospital closures, opposition to road-building projects, claims of miscarriages of justice in the courts and demands for inquiries into the behaviour of large companies.

In party politics, social media has become a particularly important tool for campaigning in elections. While political adverts appearing on radio and television are prohibited in the UK, there is no such regulation on social media platforms that operate internationally, so there has been a rise of campaign videos and adverts that the parties can create and share on social media to influence voters, circumventing the controls in place in the UK and allowing parties with more resources to advertise more freely. Parties will also use data gathered from social media accounts to help target specific voters with specific issues that will resonate with them. They focus on key voters in key constituencies, without wasting resources on voters who are unlikely to vote or who will not be persuaded, though also ignoring large sections of the population. Social media is therefore changing the way in which political parties campaign and speak to voters, in ways that might be more democratic, as it allows more personalised campaigning that is relevant to key voters, but also in ways that are likely to benefit the wealthier parties and avoid the scrutiny of the Electoral Commission in trying to ensure elections are fair (covered in more detail in Chapter 3).


Activity

Access the 38 Degrees and/or the Change.org site and select two local and two national campaigns included on the site.

	●  Describe the nature of the campaigns.


	●  Describe the methods being used to further those campaigns.






Pressure groups

As membership of and activism in political parties have declined, they have been partly replaced by participation in pressure groups. Many millions of people and organisations have formed themselves into pressure groups. Groups like trade unions and professional associations have been particularly prominent. For many, such participation may be minimal, but some are activists in these organisations and help with political campaigning. The position with promotional groups, on the other hand, is changing. These groups rely on mass memberships, seeking mass activism. In other words, they rely on mass active support rather than a large membership. This kind of participation is growing in the UK. The range and activities of pressure groups are explored later in this chapter.

The conclusion we are likely to reach is that political action is more widespread than ever before. It may be less intensive and it may place less of a burden on people’s time, but the fall in voting turnout and party membership has been largely overtaken by the growth of alternative forms of political participation. Therefore, far from being in ‘crisis’, participation is simply evolving and adapting to modern society.

Suffrage

The term ‘suffrage’ refers to the right to vote in free elections, also referred to as the ‘franchise’. The question of how people without the right to vote are able to persuade those in power to give them the right to vote is a fascinating one, most famously embodied by the campaigns to secure equal voting rights for women. Over the nineteenth century, fearing the possible violence that had erupted in the French Revolution of 1789, British governments gradually extended the franchise to more groups, from property owners, to skilled men, to most men, to all men and some women, until finally in 1928 all men and women aged over 21 got the right to vote on the same basis, or universal suffrage was achieved. In 1969 the age requirement was lowered to 18 to reflect changing expectations of adulthood in the UK. The main stages in the extension of the franchise in the UK are shown in Figure 1.7.


Key term

Franchise/suffrage Franchise and suffrage both refer to the ability/right to vote in public elections. Suffragettes were women campaigning for the right to vote on the same terms as men.
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Figure 1.7 Timeline of the expansion of suffrage in the UK

The last great struggle over suffrage was to give women an equal right to vote with men. The first petition to give women the right to vote was presented to Parliament in 1866 but was largely ignored. At the same time, the Manchester Society for Women’s Suffrage was established, which inspired other local societies to form across the UK. These local movements would unite in 1897 under the leadership of Millicent Fawcett as the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies (NUWSS), also known as the Suffragists.

The NUWSS was open to all and was internally democratic, practising peaceful campaigning to put pressure on those in power through letter-writing, producing material for publication, organising petitions and holding peaceful marches and protests. By 1914 the NUWSS had 100,000 members across 400 branches. Even after women aged over 30 got the right to vote in 1918, the NUWSS, renamed as the Fawcett Society, continued to campaign for equal rights to vote between men and women, which was achieved in 1928.
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The statue of Millicent Fawcett erected in Parliament Square in 2018 to mark the centenary of women gaining the right to vote


Despite the work of the NUWSS, some women felt the pace of change was too slow, leading to the creation of the Women’s Social and Political
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