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Bobbie and Robby were twins who were the eight-year-old children of the Perkins family. They lived just outside of the town called Warner Robins in the state of Georgia, U.S.A. Their father, Albert, was employed at the Robins Airforce Base as an aviation engineer. Their mother, Louise, was a stay at home mom who enjoyed being with her children. School was out for the summer, and they enjoyed playing games together inside the house when it was too hot outside. On cool days, the twins went outside to play in the back yard. Sometimes their best friends Manuel and Cindy from next door would come over and play with them there.  

The best games they enjoyed together were tag, and hide and seek. They lived on a one hundred acre homestead, so they had plenty of room to run and hide. There also were plenty of trees to climb. Their dad made a couple of swings for them from tires hung from tree branches. He said it was the old-fashioned way. It was really fun to play in the wading pool on summer days that weren’t too hot. Their dad also set up a nice slip and slide for them all to play on. Their mom would usually watch them play while relaxing on the back porch, sipping some ice tea.  It was great fun when mom would come off the porch and play, also. She usually lost in the game of hide and seek because she was big. She liked splashing the twins in the wading pool, and they would splash back. Mom would retire to the porch again after a short play period, sometimes, just to dry off. She enjoyed watching the children play games when Manuel and Cindy came also. It was a special time. 

The other neighbors next to them had just one child, a little girl, named Helen. She was a sweet little thing with dark brown hair and baby blue eyes. She was one year younger than the twins. She would come over some weekends to play with Bobbie. They liked to play “kitchen,” with Louise when she cooked. They were her little helpers. Some times, it seemed like they were not much help, but their efforts were appreciated by Bobbie’s mom anyways. Robby denied it, but he secretly had a crush on Helen. She was always well dressed, and her hair was long with some curls in it. Some times he would just come in the kitchen and watch them play cook and clean. They were taught by Louise to clean as they went. They sometimes didn’t do very well with flour, though. They had the habit of getting it all over their clothing and on their faces. 

Manuel was Robby’s best friend. He would come over, some times on school nights when there was nothing much to do. He would play games with Robby in the den or living room. The one thing that neither of the boys seemed to enjoy much was the rule that they had to clean up their toys. They were expected to do that as they played from one thing to another. That seemed to slow down the fun, but eventually, they got used to it. It became part of the play, and not so much of a chore.

Whenever summer came around they had more time to do things together, until one day Manuel told the twins that his family would soon be moving away. It wasn’t going to be right away, but they would be gone one day. The fact that the twins didn’t both have someone to play with, made Albert and Louise decide to open the back garden to the twins. They usually played at the neighbor’s house while the gardening chores were done on a Saturday. If they neighbors moved away, then, the children must be involved in something else. The decision to let them play in the garden proved to be the most wonderful decision! 

One cool summer day, Dad gave the twins permission to go through the garden gate. It was a high arched iron gate that opened up to a large flower garden and fruit orchard that was located toward the back of their property. It had a matching iron high fence to protect the garden from strangers. Dad had a sign posted over the arched gateway that said, “Eden.” The twins were amazed at the beauty of the flower
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