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The Stone Age landscape The remains of a

As the climate changed, so did the face of the Earth. In between the prehistoric forest
Ice Ages, most of Britain was covered in grassland. After the last Ice o Zebté';%?,vﬁ,red
Age, about 11,500 years ago, thick forests spread across Britain and Wales during a
the land was dotted with lakes - the remains of the glaciers. Later, Ll e
humans cleared the trees to make way for their villages and farms. are more than
5,000 years old.
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Animals

Changes in the climate affected the plants and animals that could be found in
Britain. In the early Stone Age, large beasts such as lions, rhinos, elephants and
mammoths roamed the country. Later, many of these big creatures died out
and smaller animals such as reindeer and wild cattle were more common.

Woolly rhinoceroses lived
in southern England and
Doggeriand even during
the freezing Ice Ages.
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\ Prehistory?

H umans have lived on Earth for more than
two million years, but for many thousands
of years they had no written language. This long
period is called ‘prehistory’. Historians divide
prehistory into three eras, named after the
main material people used to make things.

The Stone Age ‘

The Stone Age began about 2.5 million years ago. This

was when the first people on Earth began making tools
and weapons out of stone to help them survive. Later
in the Stone Age, early humans began to use other
materials for making these items, such as wood and
the skin and bones of animals.

Early people used different types of stone
and rock for their weapons. This is a dagger
made from a hard rock called flint.
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The prehistori€
K world

rehistoric Earth did not

look much like it does
today. A million years ago,
Britain was joined to Europe
by an area of land called
Doggerland. In the middle

of the Stone Age, Doggerland
Doggerland . flooded over and Britain
became an island.

North Sea
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Ice Ages
Throughout Earth’s history, there
have been long periods called

// Ice Ages, when the climate was

freezing cold and the land was

Channel

e cove.red' in glaciers. It'vj/ould have been tough for humans to
Britain may have survive in these conditions. However, we know that people
looked like in the moved around Britain in the warmer periods between the
early Stone Age.

Ice Ages because archaeologists have found evidence such
as simple stone tools and human bones.
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The Bronze Age
The Bronze Age began
around 25008cE, when
people first began using
the metals copper, tin
and bronze. More people
arrived in Britain from
Europe, and they began
to live in permanent
settlements instead of
moving around all the
time. Bronze Age people developed new

ways of farming and metalworking. IE:ﬁ:‘;%\(:%SL":J&meONt

stronger tools and weapons,

m like these bronze axe heads.
The Iron Age s

A new age began about 8008ck, when people
started using iron. Iron Age people - known as
Celts - lived in tribes led by a king or queen.
After the Romans invaded Britain in 43ck,
Celtic traditions and beliefs began to
mix with Roman ones. The Romans
could read and write, so their arrival
in Britain marks the end of the Iron
Age and the point where prehistory

becomes history. ’_ﬂ

The Celts made beautiful
jewellery, including brooches,
bracelets and heavy neck
rings like this, called torcs.






