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EDITOR’S FOREWORD

In the annals of war, few conflicts stand out as achingly as the First World War. Militarily, it was far vaster than anything that went before, thus the name. It was also far bloodier than anything that went before, to judge by the number of casualties and the incredibly high cost in lives lost per square mile (or even yard) gained. And it exercised the minds of makers of weapons, including the most horrific thus far, although some have since become a standard part of the arsenal. For such reasons, it is particularly important to understand this war. But the war had a much broader impact. It sowed the seeds of the Second World War, and created enmities that are only now coming under control. It redrew the map of Europe, which was redrawn again. At least, after the lighthearted folly with which it was initiated, it helped remind us of how important it is to avoid war unless it is truly a last resort. That lesson has only been partly learned. But the process was begun.

This explains why, although it lies so many decades back, we have not forgotten this war. It is still being debated, written about, and analyzed. Since much of this is specialized and piecemeal, it is useful now and then to have a book that brings everything together. This is not the only one. But the Historical Dictionary of World War I is an amazingly handy and helpful recapitulation. It includes entries on the principal figures, campaigns and weapons, and many of the lesser ones as well. It considers all the fronts and all the participants. It reaches back to the origins and carries on to the conclusion. The entries are straightforward and succinct, providing crucial information for beginners and specialists. The chronology and list of battles trace the progression and the introduction offers a broader view. Finally, the bibliography lists numerous books which shed further light on specific aspects.

It is not easy to write such a book. To know what warfare is about takes more than just reading up on the subject. Ian V. Hogg got his learning during World War II and the Korean War. But you also have to be able to convey that knowledge. This ability he acquired over more than two decades of writing and editing books, dozens thereof, and far more articles. They cover a broad range of military topics, including World War I. Mr. Hogg also served as editor of Jane’s Infantry Weapons and presently edits others in the series. He is also a member of various study groups and think tanks in the United Kingdom and the United States. This has both provided the necessary depth and made the book considerably more accessible to readers.

Jon Woronoff  
Series Editor


PREFACE

Bearing in mind that the First World War involved tens of millions of people, a score or more of nations and four years of misery for all concerned, it is obvious that a dictionary which attempted to describe every facet of that conflict would have to be several times the size of this one. This volume, though, does not set out to be an exhaustive compendium. Its object is to serve as a guide for students and others who, having little or no previous knowledge of the First World War, find themselves in the need of more information. Here they will find a brief but accurate summary of battles, events, personalities and other information which will give them the bare bones of the subject in question, and, at the back of the book, a bibliography which will point them towards more detailed discussions of the particular question. It would be idle to think, to take an example, that the Battle of Verdun, which lasted almost a year, could be dealt with in any detail within a single page; whole books have been written on it and there are several other famous battles in the same category. So the dictionary entry will merely summarize the main points, and the bibliography will show where to go for a deeper analysis.

The dictionary may also serve to make clear that the war was a far-flung affair; many people in the Western Hemisphere tend to assume that everything happened across a few square miles of Belgium and northern France, and a visit to the average public library would merely confirm them in this opinion. I have therefore made a point of including information on battles which took place in Italy, Russia, Palestine, Mesopotamia, the Balkans, the Caucasus and even China, as well as biographical notes on soldiers, particularly the less well-known ones, of various nations. Politicians, heads of state and the more famous soldiers are dealt with briefly or not at all; their details can be found in any moderately good encyclopedia. But there were many men renowned in their day who are now entirely forgotten, who nevertheless played important parts in the war; study of these pages could indicate several untilled fields for further research. I have also included a few people whose role in the war was relatively minor but who made up for it in later life, having, as it were, served their apprenticeship in 1914–1918.

The chronology sets out some of the more important milestones in the course of the war; it is particularly detailed in the first two months in order to show the sequence of events which led up to the war and the early engagements. Similarly, the immediate postwar period is given some space in order to show how various matters were resolved. It also shows that the war was deceptive; there were times when nothing of importance seems to be going on. For instance, 1916 seems singularly devoid of incident for much of the time, but it should be borne in mind that the battle of Verdun raged for almost the entire year, and the first battle of the Somme for the latter half of the year, both of which occupied the Allied and German armies on the Western Front almost to the exclusion of anything else.

The bibliography is, as indicated above, provided in order to point the student in the direction of further information. The listing given is by no means exhaustive, but I have endeavored to indicate those books which seem to me to provide the desired information in an acceptable fashion and with accuracy. Regrettably, there is a tendency to be discerned in some recent books to filter the war of 1914 through the eyes and attitudes of 1994, which can lead to some very erroneous conclusions being drawn. There is also a widespread attitude of scorn and denigration towards the major military figures of the war which is out of proportion to their actual achievements and conduct. In this respect it is useful to bear two things in mind about the 1914–1918 war, particularly on the Western Front: first that the battlefront had no flanks, and therefore nothing but frontal assault was possible; second, that this was the first (and only) war in which the commanders had virtually no control over the commanded once the latter had begun their operation. The battlefield was too large for orders to be given by direct voice; runners and dispatch riders were highly likely to be killed before they reached their destination; telephones could not be laid behind moving troops; and there was no radio communication with the forward area. Given these conditions, and bearing in mind that generals were commanding and directing troops numbered in millions, it is scarcely surprising that blunders were made and plans went awry. It is worth recalling that General Haig, popularly reviled as the butcher of the Somme, was also the general who drove the Allied advance in 1918, the “Hundred Days” which tore the heart out of the German Army, though the latter achievement is rarely mentioned.

And finally, in connection with the bibliography, I would like to take this opportunity to thank M.L. Kelly, Esq., bookseller of Great Malvern, for his invaluable assistance during its compilation.
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ABBREVIATIONS

In order to conserve space, the following abbeviations have been used throughout this book:






	AEF

	American Expeditionary Force




	BEF

	British Expeditionary Force




	CB

	Companion of the Order of the Bath (British honor)




	CMG

	Companion of the Order of St. Michael and St. George (British honor)




	DCM

	Distinguished Conduct Medal




	DSC

	Distinguished Service Cross (American)




	DSM

	Distinguished Service Medal (British or American))




	DSO

	Distinguished Service Order (British)




	FM

	Field Marshal




	GHQ

	General Headquarters; British High Command




	GQG

	Grand Quartiér Genéral; French High Command




	HMS

	His Majesty’s Ship (British Royal Navy)




	MC

	Military Cross (British)




	NZ

	New Zealand




	RAF

	Royal Air Force




	RFC

	Royal Flying Corps




	RN

	Royal Navy




	SMS

	Sein Majistäts Schiff (German/Austrian navies)




	TNT

	Trinitrotoluene




	USS

	United States Ship




	VC

	Victoria Cross (British)







A NOTE ON PLACE-NAMES

Place-names are given in the form recognised in 1914-18 so that they can be more easily related to contemporary accounts. Since, particularly in Eastern Europe, many places have changed their name, and in order to assist readers in following movements on a modern map, the present-day name is given in parentheses after the place-name, together with the country if that has also changed. For example: “Brody, a Ukrainian town some 55 miles NE of Lemberg (now Lvov).” Lemberg has changed its name, hence the notation, but Brody remains the same. Or “Czernowitz. Town in the Austrian province of Bukovina (now Cernovcy, Ukraine).” Both the town and the locality have changed. For smaller places of lesser importance, the notation “now” is left out, e.g.: Jacobstadt (Jekabpils).


CHRONOLOGY
of the major events of the war






	1914




	28 June

	Archduke Franz Ferdinand and wife assassinated in Sarajevo




	  5 July

	Austria requests German support if Russia moves to aid Serbia




	23 July

	Austrian ultimatum to Serbia




	25 July

	Serbia refuses to permit Austrian troops to enter and search for the conspirators




	28 July

	Austria-Hungary mobilizes and declares war on Serbia




	30 July

	Russia orders general mobilization




	31 July

	Germany orders general mobilization




	  1 Aug

	Germany declares war on Russia




	  3 Aug

	Germany declares war on France, demands free passage through Belgium




	  4 Aug

	Germany invades Belgium




	  4 Aug

	Britain declares war on Germany because of treaty obligation to Belgium




	  7 Aug

	Russia invades East Prussia




	12 Aug

	Britain declares war on Austria-Hungary




	12 Aug

	Austria invades Serbia; repulsed




	14 Aug

	French frontier battles




	16 Aug

	Liege captured




	18 Aug

	Russia invades Galicia




	23 Aug

	Japan declares war on Germany




	24 Aug

	Retreat from Mons




	28 Aug

	Battle of the Heligoland Bight




	31 Aug

	Russians defeated at Tannenberg, retire into Russia




	  5 Sept

	Battle of the Marne




	  7 Sept

	Second Austrian invasion of Serbia; repulsed




	11 Sept

	Austrians beaten in Galicia, retire to the Dunajec River




	14 Sept

	“Race to the Sea” begins




	22 Sept

	Germany invades Russian Poland, aims for Warsaw




	18 Oct

	First Battle of Ypres and start of trench warfare




	  1 Nov

	Battle of Coronel




	  2 Nov

	Russia declares war on Turkey




	  6 Nov

	Britain and France declare war on Turkey




	  7 Nov

	Japanese and British force captures Tsingtao




	  7 Nov

	British troops land in Mesopotamia




	  8 Nov

	Third Austrian invasion of Serbia




	  2 Dec

	Austrians occupy Belgrade




	  5 Dec

	Russians push Austrians west from Dunajec line, almost reach Cracow, are defeated and fall back to the Dunajec




	  8 Dec

	Battle of the Falkland Islands











	1915




	24 Jan

	Naval battle of the Dogger Bank




	  1 Feb

	Gas shells first used at Bolimov




	19 Feb

	Naval bombardment of Dardanelles




	10 Mar

	Battle of Neuve Chapelle




	18 Mar

	Naval attack against Dardanelles fails




	22 Apr

	First use of cloud gas at Ypres




	25 Apr

	Landings at Gallipoli




	  2 May

	Opening of the Gorlitz-Tarnow offensive




	  7 May

	Sinking of the Lusitania




	22 May

	Germans capture Przemysl




	23 May

	Italy declares war on Austria-Hungary




	22 June

	Austrians take Lemberg




	23 June

	First Isonzo offensive




	  9 July

	German surrender in South-West Africa




	  6 Aug

	Germans take Warsaw




	18 Sept

	Germans take Vilna




	26 Sept

	First battle of Kut-al-Imara




	  6 Oct

	Bulgaria declares war on Serbia




	  9 Oct

	Bulgarian invasion of Serbia




	12 Oct

	Austro-Hungarian invasion of Serbia




	     Nov

	Retreat from Kossovo begins; Serbia occupied




	  7 Dec

	Siege of Kut-al-Imara begins




	20 Dec

	Gallipoli (Suvla and Anzac Cove) evacuated











	1916




	  5 Jan

	Conscription begins in Britain




	  9 Jan

	Gallipoli (Helles) evacuation completed




	13 Feb

	Battle of Erzerum




	21 Feb

	Battle of Verdun begins




	  9 Mar

	Germany declares war on Portugal




	15 Apr

	Battle of Lake Naroch




	29 Apr

	Kut-al-Imara surrendered




	31 May

	Naval battle of Jutland




	  4 June

	Brusilov offensive begins




	  5 June

	HMS Hampshire sunk, death of Lord Kitchener




	  7 June

	Arabs rise in revolt against Turkey




	  1 July

	First Battle of the Somme begins




	27 Aug

	Romania invades Transylvania




	27 Aug

	Italy declares war on Germany




	28 Aug

	Hindenburg replaces Falkenhayn on the Western Front




	15 Sept

	First tanks used in battle (Somme)




	18 Nov

	Battle of the Somme ends




	21 Nov

	Emperor Franz Josef of Austria dies




	  6 Dec

	Austro-Germans take Bucharest




	  7 Dec

	Lloyd George becomes British prime minister




	  9 Dec

	British capture Jerusalem




	18 Dec

	Battle of Verdun ends











	1917




	  1 Feb

	Germany declares unrestricted U-boat campaign




	24 Feb

	British recapture Kut-al-Imara




	11 Mar

	First Russian revolution begins




	15 Mar

	Tsar Nicholas abdicates




	  6 Apr

	United States declares war on Germany




	16 Apr

	Nivelle offensive begins




	  7 May

	British naval raid on Zeebrugge




	16 May

	Kerensky becomes Russian war minister




	  1 July

	Second Brusilov (Kerensky) offensive begins




	10 July

	Kerensky becomes Russian premier




	31 July

	Third battle of Ypres (“Passchendaele”) begins




	  3 Sept

	Germans capture Riga




	15 Sept

	Kerensky declares Russian Republic




	24 Oct

	Battle of Caporetto




	  6 Nov

	Second (Lenin/Trotsky) Russian Revolution




	20 Nov

	Battle of Cambrai




	17 Dec

	Armistice between Germany and Russia











	1918




	  8 Jan

	President Wilson adumbrates his Fourteen Points




	  1 Feb

	Austrian naval mutiny




	18 Feb

	Germans move into Ukraine




	21 Feb

	British take Jericho




	  3 Mar

	Treaty of Brest-Litovsk between Germany and Russia




	  7 Mar

	Peace between Germany and Finland




	21 Mar

	German Spring Offensive on Western Front




	22 Apr

	British naval raids on Ostend and Zeebrugge




	  7 May

	Treaty of Bucharest between Romania and the Central Powers




	18 July

	Allied offensive on Western Front begins




	26 Aug

	Assault on the Hindenburg Line begins




	12 Sept

	Battle of St. Mihiel




	26 Sept

	Meuse-Argonne offensive




	30 Sept

	British occupy Damascus




	30 Sept

	Armistice between Allies and Bulgaria




	  5 Oct

	Germany and Austria request armistice talks with President Wilson




	23 Oct

	President Wilson rejects Austrian peace offers




	24 Oct

	Battle of Vittorio Veneto (third battle of the Piave)




	29 Oct

	German Naval mutinies at Kiel




	30 Oct

	Armistice between Allies and Turkey




	  1 Nov

	Serbs capture Belgrade




	  3 Nov

	Armistice between Allies and Austria-Hungary




	  9 Nov

	Kaiser Wilhelm abdicates




	11 Nov

	Armistice between Allies and Germany




	12 Nov

	Emperor Karl of Austria abdicates




	17 Nov

	Allied occupation armies advance
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