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For Dana H.P., my good one.
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I never really noticed before how boring the detention room is.
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I guess that’s not exactly
breaking news. Any room
where the main activities
are (1) sitting quietly with
your head on the desk
or (2) writing “I will not
make vulgar noises dur-



ing Mary Ellen Popowski’s flute performance”
a hundred times isn’t exactly Thrillsville.



(By the way, I’m not here because I made vulgar
noises during Mary Ellen Popowski’s flute performance.
That was last week. And it wasn’t even on
purpose!)
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What I mean is, the room ITSELF is boring. The
only things on the wall are two signs. One says
QUIET, PLEASE and the other—just in case anybody’s
too dense to figure out sign #1—says NO
TALKING. I’m not expecting them to have a TV in
here or anything, but would it kill them to put up
a couple of posters?



See how it took her a second to answer? She’s all
wrapped up in one of her cheesy romance novels.
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“Can I zip down to the art studio for a sec?”



She raises an eyebrow. “The art studio? What for?”



Down goes the eyebrow. “Nate,” she says, “P.S. 38
has no interest in ‘jazzing up’ the detention room.”

                       

“Exactly!” I answer.
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Okay, so much for that idea. Guess Mrs. C.’s in one
of her no-nonsense moods. Sometimes she’s a little
more chatty, but that’s usually when it’s just her
and me. Today there are three other kids in here:
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And then there’s me. You probably want to know
how I ended up here. Well, that makes two of us.
It wasn’t my fault. Not even CLOSE. It was pretty
much all ARTUR’S doing. And of course I got
detention while Artur, aka Mr. Lucky, got absolutely
nothing! It’s sort of a long story.
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It’s true: He DOES always win. Let’s face it, Artur
has everything going for him. He’s friendly, he’s
smart, he’s good at practically everything. All the
teachers love him, and so do the kids. Hey, even I
like him, and I can’t stand the guy.



Want to know what else is
annoying? Because I got 
de-tention—which, just so we’re



clear on this, was thanks to Artur—I’m going
to be late for my Timber Scout meeting.



Yup. I’m a scout. I used to want nothing to do with
scouting, because every time Francis and Teddy
came back from a Timber Scout camping trip,
they always had food poisoning. Or worse.
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But they finally convinced me to give it a try. It’s
not as dorky as I thought it might be. There are a
few lame parts, but those are balanced out by the
good stuff. Like the uniform. The uniform rocks.



Even the beret is kind of cool. I have to admit, before
I joined the Timber Scouts, I thought the only people
who wore berets were French guys and mimes.



Anyway, the stinkin’ meeting’s already started.
Maybe I can make the second half of it. MAYBE! . . .
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YES! I explode out of my chair, race down the
hallway to my locker, grab my uniform, and duck
into the bathroom to change. Thirty seconds
later, and . . .
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Teddy’s dad is our troop leader, so our meetings
are always at his place. It’s a fifteen-minute walk
from here . . .



I strap on my helmet and push off. I zip along
Haywood Avenue, turn left onto Pepper Street, and
start across the bridge over Beard’s Creek—which
really isn’t a creek. It’s more like a combination
swamp and garbage dump.
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