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CONSTANCE CAN TRACK a killer, but is there a killer locked up inside of her?

Constance is a psychic who only gets visions about murder. She teams up with tough Homicide Detective, Jack. For three years, they track and catch serial killers until, unexpectantly one day, Constance starts to remember a past that just cannot be. 

When one sexually explosive night happens between her and Jack, Constance realizes the visions of the past have to be true. Neither of are what they seem to be and a world of shifters opens before her eyes.

Only Jack knows the truth of Constance’s past. He also knows how dangerous it can be. He’s been waiting a very long time for her and won’t risk losing her all over again. But at what cost?

Can their turbulent past destroy them both?
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An illusion maybe, or just a spark in my eye as I gaze into the future and somehow, I arrive in the past. I can see as far, and as long as living goes, but dying? Dying, I don’t understand. It’s a reality I shall never know.

Here in the dark, I find myself again. I also find an ancient evil. Its curling talons bring me forth to a darker age, which I see into forever. Somehow I find that beast. 

Is it a part of me? 

Or another?

Terror fills my veins. Where can I go to escape? Into the hills or onto the sea? Have my eyes brought me the entire truth, or to the very edge of a lie? 

Bring me out, I say. Let the light flow in and bring me with you to eternity. I repeat this endlessly into the darkness, into the void as hope for an end to my loneliness. I wait while the centuries turn but I never hear an answer to my plea.

Once, I thought I heard a voice call to me, but it was only my own words echoing back. You cannot escape. You will never escape from the beast within.
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​CHAPTER ONE


[image: ]


'DEEP INTO THAT DARKNESS peering, long I stood there wondering, fearing. Doubting, dreaming dreams no mortals ever dared to dream before; But the silence was unbroken, and the stillness gave no token...'

–Edgar Allen Poe, ‘Quote the Raven’
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DODGER STADIUM, LOS Angeles California, 2010

The invigorating, salty aroma of popcorn drifted through the ranks of fans. Up and over the seats, streaming past where beers sloshed sideways from the stadium-logoed paper cups, held high for that crowd-rippling wave. 

This memorable scent moved forward, fueled by an investable tang of twisted human energy, wrapping itself around the cheers that roared from all around. The clamor grew to deafening while the scent-jogging journey evolved into a tangible memory of America's favorite pastime.

Most of the audience came for a day of cheering for their team, to drink their fill of beer and satisfy their pent-up rage. To relieve their daily stress and get their ever-loving tickets worth. To be part of the crowd, part of the noise with many opportunities to joyously cuss a blue streak.

He was there, standing to the back of the crowd, while they cheered their teams on. Wide shoulders pushed at him and jeers rose over his head. Tommy didn't care about baseball or team spirit. He wasn’t even aware that any other being existed. His focused gaze never left the blonde woman while his pulse pounded like a living drum and his palms itched with anticipation.

Her corn silk hair sparkled in the LA sunlight, as she lowered her head to hear what her date whispered to her ear.

Tommy watched her sweet mouth whisper back and he grew hard while he unconsciously licked his dry lips. I will take that mouth. He could even picture that sweet moment, when she would be all his.

A homer in the ninth inning and the home team won, as the crowd roared and they all stood and cheered. More shouts bounced down through the aisles, some were angry while others merrily laughed with victory

I win this game. Tommy concluded as he watched the blonde leave with her boyfriend. I don’t even have to follow because I know where they’re going. To his place, and she’ll come out sometime early in the morning. And when she does, ole Tommy boy will be there, waiting.

He moved slowly and unobtrusively through the crowd, making his way along the stairs. A rather unremarkable man, Tommy stood at five foot six with a medium build, short-cropped dirty blond hair and dull brown eyes.

Invisible! He smirked at the word. They never see me coming and they never notice when I leave. Just like with that redhead last week. A glorious surge of glee pumped through him at the mere thought of that one. What fun! This hobby gave him a feeling of elation, unlike anything in his unremarkable life ever did. 

Tommy whistled an old tune as he maneuvered his way to the car. He experienced a peculiar power as though he were truly invisible in the world and therefore, unconquerable. His snickering continued. Yeah, like an invisible villain from some comic book.

He raised his gaze to search for his car and spotted the woman who leaned on his green Buick. A real looker, he thought with a skip of his heart as he lustfully gazed at her.

She was all legs, wearing a bright blue mini-skirt with sexy knee length black, leather boots and a stunning smile. Her dark blue eyes stared directly at him, and Tommy’s muse filled sauntering halted. Invisible, except for today. 

The sexy brunette crossed her arms over her chest and kept on smiling.

Thomas Haines felt a twinge of unease while staring at that brilliant smile. He flipped himself around and headed back to the stadium.

“Where are you going?” Her light cheerful voice rose like a challenge. “Thomas?”

He stopped in his tracks, swinging back around to gape at her. “Uh––what?” he stuttered with a nasally squeak.

The smiling beauty uncrossed her arms and stepped forward with her hand extended. “I’m Constance,” she announced in a sickly-sweet tone.

Tommy looked her body over and appreciated the white silk blouse, which silhouetted her firm breasts. His eyes dropped to her out stretched hand as if he were mesmerized by her blue frosted nails and his stomach lurched with alarming flip-flops of dread.

She lowered her hand and her smile evaporated. “I really don't think that you’ll be keeping that appointment with your sexy, little blonde.” She gave him a blue-eyed wink.

He took a stunned step back. “I don't understand.”

“Oh, don't bother with denials.” She placed a frosted fingernail up to her eye. “I can see you plain as day, Tommy Boy!”

“Who are you?”

“She’s your conscience, my sick, little friend,” a man called out from behind him.

He spun around and spotted the owner of the voice.

A tall, well-built man stood a few feet away in a slightly wrinkled but expensive suit. He possessed an engaging smile and his dark cold eyes sparked with wicked humor. “Although, I doubt if your conscience has her good looks.” He motioned his dark head to the leggy brunette.

Thomas really began to sweat and he tried to step to the side.

“Now don't get any ideas there, Mr. Haines,” the tall man warned.

The dull looking and visible killer drew in an anxious breath as he gawked at the pair of strangers, standing in front of his car.

Constance laughed. “He thinks he has a date, Jack.” 

“Oh, yeah?” Jack grinned. “You got a hot one there, Tommy?”

Thomas swung his gaze back and forth while gawking at their faces. “Who the hell are you people?”

Jack chuckled. “We’re you’re guardian angels, Tommy boy.”

“Yeah, we’re angels.” Constance continued to glare at him. “The avenging kind.”

Thomas shook with trepidation. “I don't know you, either of you and I don't––”

Jack aimed a silencer tipped gun right between Tommy’s beady brown eyes. “Let's just say––that we help people by getting rid of the trash.” He cocked the gun with a cold smile.

“But I haven't done anything!” Tommy defended.

“Cut with the innocence crap, that redheaded victim last week? I suppose that wasn’t anything at all, right?” Constance accused close to his ear. “But, this time Tommy boy? You will disappear––forever.”

Thomas jumped and turned to look into her electric blue eyes as she grabbed his arm. He attempted to yank his arm away from her grip, but for some reason, he just couldn't. Her mesmerizing gaze trapped him, and then an odd feeling rolled over him. He closed his eyes and saw a streetlight, a sidewalk and himself, waiting across from the light.

The blonde he craved and stalked for the past month, tiptoed down the stairs. Reaching the bottom, she lowered her head and bent down to put her sandals on. A smile spread out on her lips as she gazed out at the street.

Thomas watched her while she made her way down the sidewalk. He put his Buick into drive and followed.

Constance yanked on his arm.

His head swung up, and he realized that he was still standing in the parking lot at the stadium.

“That’s all the satisfaction you’ll get,” Constance informed him. “Next, you grab her while she screams and fights you. You tie her up and put her into the trunk.”

Thomas licked his dry lips and listened with anticipation. 

“The rest is not history,” Constance proclaimed with revulsion.

Tommy gulped and his erection instantly shriveled at her icy blue stare.

She let go of his arm and stepped away.

He lowered his head and struggled to think of a way to get out of this one while it grew quiet. He raised his head and glanced around.

The woman vanished, and that Jack guy, with the deadly gun had disappeared as well.

His hands shook while he reached into his pocket for his car keys. They weren’t there, so he searched his other pocket. Not there. “What the...?” He swung his suspicious gaze all around.

The stadium crowd streamed out of the exits and spilled into the enormous parking lot.

Tommy boy moved towards his car and halted in his tracks while his body shook all over. He raced across the parking lot and into the field, disappearing into the tall grass.

* * *
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JACK GRINNED FROM THE front seat of his Jag and watched the so-called invisible, little man scurry away like a scared, white rabbit. He glanced over at his partner. “What do you think?”

Constance studied Tommy’s keys that she held in her hand. “He’ll be there.” She tossed them into the back seat. 

“Well, we tried.” He shrugged his wide shoulders.

She reached for a cigarette and lit it. Her own personal ritual after they engaged the killer, otherwise she never smoked and this time it tasted bland. “They never listen and they never stop.” The bitter taste of the stark truth mixed with the smoke in her mouth. “Why, Jack?”

“They’re sick, my girl, just sick.” He started the engine and maneuvered the silver car out of the parking lot. “So, I’ll drop you off and head on to the boyfriend’s place.” 

Constance glared at him. “Oh, no, you don't. This time, you’re taking me!”

Jack pulled the car over to the side of the street. “You listen girlie, you find em.” His eyes were frosty as he stared at her. “And I dispatch them. That’s the deal, remember?”

“But, I need to see...” Her words trailed away at the stubborn glint in his eyes.

Jack switched gears and headed the sleek sports car towards the freeway.

Constance realized immediately that there would be no argument. She’d known Jack for three years now, and although she knew nothing about his personal life, she’d learned how obstinate he could be. She snubbed out her cigarette with an annoyed squashing motion and gazed the road with an irritated glare.

Jack released a chuckle. 

“What's so damn funny?” she snapped at him.

“Have you ever wondered why you have your special gift, Connie?” 

“I thought I asked you never to call me that!” Her irritation at the stupid nickname grated at her.

He laughed aloud.

Exasperated, she crossed her arms over her chest.

“Now don't go getting your panties in a twist there, cupcake.” His laughter faded. “All I meant was that you are to spot the killers and I,” he paused and switched lanes. “Kill, period. So, it would make sense that you shouldn’t be in on the killing part.”

“It is not a fucking gift, Jack.” Her eyes grew moist. “I want a normal life, you know?” She turned her gloomy gaze back to the freeway. “A beautiful house, maybe a mate and some kids...” The wholesome description faded away with her words.

“The whole package, eh? Just throw in a white picket fence and sweet Connie will marry you!” he teased.

“Why not? I could live...”

“Happily ever after?” He smirked.

“Well, I can't have that, can I?” She sighed in disgust. “Not with this so-called Gift!” 

Jack remained quiet.

For what might be the hundredth time, she wondered what he was thinking. She’d always wondered that, ever since that night three years ago, when she ran into him. They’d both been there to see the murder. She was there because she needed to find out if the deaths she envisioned were real and not just a dream.

The killer was there, standing over his latest victim. Jack, a homicide detective working off the clock came from the shadows, and without even blinking, he shot the sick bastard right between the eyes.

Constance stood a few feet away and she should’ve felt repulsed, but she didn't. Instead, a sweeping sense of exhilaration for a sweet revenge assailed her.

Jack re-holstered his gun, walked over, took her arm in a firm grip and all that he said was, “We need to talk.”

She told him about her visions, of how she would have them, and then read about the murders days later. How it happened repeatedly and finally, she decided to see for herself.

“So you know who, when and where?” he asked with no disbelief, as if he experienced no emotion at all about it.

Constance realized much later, that reaction was typical for him. He would joke and tease her but sometimes, it was as if he were numb. She considered it a result of the many horrible things he’d seen while working in homicide, witnessing all those grisly crime scenes. But even after three years, she still couldn’t figure him out.

That’s how it all started, and they had stopped at least twenty killings since. Dispatching eighteen Serial Psychos, so far. Jack liked to use the word dispatch for the service he secretly provided to the public.

Sometimes, they went elsewhere to catch the killer, like New York, Florida or Chicago. They would fly out of LAX and get a rental car, meet the stalker, watch the victim and do their deed. Fly back and be done. “Just a snip and a crunching snap and you got yourself a real fucking paddy-whack!” Jack would joke about how swiftly they worked.

The jag stopped with Constance lost in her own thoughts, as Jack nudged her shoulder. She physically jumped at his touch and realized they were in front of her apartment building.

“Are you gazing into hell again?”

“No.” She opened the car door, swinging her leather boots over and stepping smartly out to the sidewalk. “Just gazing into the past.”

“Same thing, probably.” He winked at her. “You be a good girl now. You still have that little pop gun I gave you, right?”

She nodded.

“And, I bet you know how to use it, don't you?” he teased as he peered down the entire length of those shapely but infuriatingly long legs of hers.

She felt color spotting her cheeks and nodded again. He’s always teasing, but he never meant it like a pass and never really looked at her like he wanted her.

“Good, and make sure it's under your sweet pillow, okay?” He put the Jag into gear and sped away from the curb.

Aggravation surge to the surface as Constance stomped her leather boot on the sidewalk. She wanted to be there just once. I see these sick, twisted guys and their deeds and I just want to... A realization hit her. I just want to kill them? Her pulse beat frantically and her breathing accelerated. She jerked her foot back and viciously kicked at the stair rail. It rattled and shook with her boot pounding.

An excitement and a weird arousal passed through her while she envisioned Tommy boy's face as he died. A mixed feeling rolled over her like a wave of pure joy, followed by an immediate nauseous pang. 

A shocking jolt of awareness suddenly hit her. I may be just as sick as those killers are. She was experiencing an unnatural and overpowering desire to kill. Numb for years, with no interest in a social life or any activity outside of chasing Serial killers. Now, she finally felt something and it was something twisted. Maybe, I just want some satisfaction, but for what? All the ones I may have missed? Those innocent victims I let die while I doubted myself? 

With a shaky hand, she took out her apartment key and tried to get herself together. Maybe Jack is right, I should do my part and my part only. 

* * *
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AN OMINOUS SILENCE fell across the avenue. The dimly lit street appeared stark and empty. A bizarre sparking ball came bouncing out of the side alley. There it was, that glow. In the vision, it materialized just as it always did for her whole life. It would start the same way and end the same way. The streetlight went out, as the glowing ball drifted beneath it, making its way over the dim sidewalk, glancing over curbs and zigzagging across the street.

Constance could see its path and she knew where it would stop, a place full of wrath, where the life-game ended. A surreal and dark realm where everyone lost and soon, it would stop somewhere and when it did? It would point right at the scene of a grisly death.

The glowing grew and then paused, veering suddenly from its seemingly cavalier path. She knew what she would see next and she tried to see around it, concentrating on the spot below it. There! The body lay on the sidewalk in a shimmering pool of red. Was it female, was it male? She couldn’t tell for sure.

The glowing blipped out and the street became dark again.

Constance shook herself, sat upright in her chair and drew in a deep shuddering breath. What just happened? That wasn’t right! Usually, the glow would lead her somewhere else. It bounced backwards, so she could see who was about to die. Next, it would move further back in time, to where the first thought of murder crosses the killer's mind.

What the hell? She wondered and stood up. What does this mean? Her befuddled gaze swung around the room. How will I know anything? Her hands trembled and a weird feeling came over her.

“Hello?” someone called out.

Abruptly, she lost her eyesight as she turned all around and swiped at her eyes.

“There you are,” a man spoke.

It sounded so close that she jumped with fright. “Who?” In front of her, he appeared and she knew it had to be just visualization. He couldn’t actually be in her living room, but he seemed so real.

The stranger stood tall with his arms crossed over his chest. “Yes, I’ll just bet you’re wondering about how I finally found you.”

She stood frozen and stared at his eyes, if you could call them that. He had no eyes, just dark space in his sockets where his eyes should’ve been.

“It’s because we are standing in a place with no time,” he answered her silent wondering.

Constance took an alarmed step back.

“Yeah, no time, like not in the past and not in the present. I often wondered what color your eyes really were now.” He reached out to touch her face and she experienced the warmth from his hand.

“How are you doing that?” she asked.

“I don't really know, but I wondered how I could reach you.”

I’m dreaming.

“No Constance, it’s not a dream.”

She gasped at his use of her name and the fact that he’d read her mind hadn’t occurred to her yet.

''I know a lot about you, all except where you are.”

“Why are you here?”

He drew even closer. “We’re two of a kind, the only two that I know of.” His face came right up to hers and he breathed on her lips.

“How the hell are you doing that?” She shook from the sensation of his breath on her lips.

“I’ve worked hard at it, all it takes is practice.” His lips touched hers.

Jumping back, she panicked. “I don't...?” 

“It's okay, you’ll get used to it.” His image faded.

Constance drew in a sharp breath.

“I will come again and when I do?” His fading image smiled at her.

She realized at that moment, just how beautiful he was.

“I’ll answer all the questions you have.” He vanished.

Stunned, she stood stock-still, her sight instantly returned and she found that she stood with her back up against her living room window. The screen, the only barrier between her and a seven-floor plummet to the hard pavement.

“What the fuck was that?” She spun around and shivered as her body felt chilled. I’ve never encountered anyone in a vision who saw me, let alone speak directly to me. She raised her hands and chaffed at her cold arms. What did this mean and how could it be? She sat and released a breath.

Should I tell Jack? She shrugged her slim shoulders. Tell him what? I had a vision about some good-looking guy? Yeah, he would have some juicy words for that, all right! A sudden swift malaise seeped through her body; a weariness accompanied by an overwhelming urge to sleep. She closed her eyes and slept.

* * *
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THE POUNDING GREW LOUDER and Constance opened her eyes. She realized she was still sitting in her living room chair. Apparently, someone was using their fist as a jackhammer on her front door. She glanced up to see daylight stream through the living room window.

“He’s dead.” Jack stood above her.

Constance peered up and rubbed at the kink in her neck. “What?” 

“I said Tommy is dead,” he repeated.

“Well, that was your intention, wasn't it?” Sleepy annoyance edged her answer.

“Yeah, I had his bullet and cemetery plot all picked out.” He gazed around. “Why are you sleeping out here?”

“Jack, are you here for some particular reason?”

He didn’t answer as he headed for the kitchen. Jack had always been peculiar and this wasn't new, his just showing up out of nowhere. She shook her head with a twinge of amused fondness for her eccentric, wisecracking partner.

“Where's your coffee?” he called from the kitchen.

With a yawn, she stood and stretched her body. “Upper right-hand cabinet.” She tugged her blouse off and dropped it to the floor. “I’m gonna take a shower.” Turning her head to see him fill the pot at the sink, “Unless you care to explain why you’re here first?”

Jack remained mute and opened the coffee can.

“Well, I suppose you’ll get around to it.” A warm smile edged at her lips and she headed for the bathroom. She turned the faucet on, tested the water temperature and stepped in. The warm water covered her face and she heard that superbly sexy voice. “I always wondered what color your eyes were now.” The statement reverberated in her mind. What did he mean by now? Was there a before now? Constance pushed the questions away. It was never real in the first place
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