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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and do not hesitate to write in it — personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:


	•  revised and understood a topic

	•  tested yourself

	•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers and complete the quick quizzes



You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.



Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips

Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.
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Key thinker

Information you need to know about the key thinkers covered in the specification.
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Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are given at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads
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Definitions and key words

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear. Key words from the specification are highlighted in blue throughout the book.
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Making links

This feature identifies specific connections between topics and tells you how revising these will aid your exam answers.
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Exam skills

These summaries highlight how specific skills identified or applicable in that chapter can be applied to your exam answers.
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Revision activities

These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Summaries

The summaries provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Online

Go online to check your answers to the now test yourself and exam questions and try out the extra quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads
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My Revision Planner
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How will I be examined on Political Ideas?

What skills are being tested?

An emphasis on analysis and evaluation

How should I use my time?

1  Liberalism

The origins of liberalism

The different types of liberalism

Core ideas and principles

Differing views and tensions

2  Conservatism

The origins of conservatism

The different types of conservatism

Core ideas and principles

Differing views and tensions

3  Socialism

The origins of socialism

The different types of socialism

Core ideas and principles

Differing views and tensions

4  Feminism

The origins of feminism

The different types of feminism

Core ideas and principles
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5  Anarchism

The origins of anarchism
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Core ideas and principles

Differing views and tensions

6  Nationalism

The origins of nationalism

The different types of nationalism
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Differing views and tensions

7  Multiculturalism

The origins of multiculturalism

The different types of multiculturalism

Core ideas and principles

Differing views and tensions
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The origins of ecologism
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Core ideas and principles

Differing views and tensions

Glossary

Exam practice answers, Now test yourself answers and quick quizzes at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads





Countdown to my exams
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6–8 weeks to go


	•  Start by looking at the specification — make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to familiarise yourself with the topics.

	•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.

	•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.

	•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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4–6 weeks to go


	•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, key terms, summary and exam skills boxes. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.

	•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Check your answers online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads.

	•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.

	•  Look at past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers online and try out the extra quick quizzes.

	•  Try using different revision methods as you work through the sections. For example, you can make notes using mind maps, spider diagrams or flash cards.

	•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go


	•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.

	•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.

	•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, your teacher is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination


	•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders — for example, the exam tips, making links and key terms.

	•  Check the time and place of your examination.

	•  Make sure you have everything you need — extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.

	•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examination.
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My exams

Paper 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas

Date: ......................

Time: ......................

Location: ......................

Paper 2: UK Government and Non-Core Political Ideas

Date: ......................

Time: ......................

Location: ......................

Paper 3: Comparative Politics — USA

Date: ......................

Time: ......................

Location: ......................
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Introduction



Examination overview

Edexcel A-level Politics is made up of three components that are examined in three 2-hour examinations.


Paper 1: UK Politics and Core Political Ideas

Topics:


	•  Section A: UK politics: democracy and participation; political parties; electoral systems; voting behaviour and the media (60 marks).

	•  Section B: Core political ideas: conservatism; liberalism; socialism (24 marks).





Paper 2: UK Government and Non-Core Political Ideas


	•  Section A: UK government: the Constitution; Parliament; prime minister and executive; relations between branches (60 marks).

	•  Section B: Non-core political ideas: you choose one of five non-core political ideas — anarchism; ecologism; feminism; multiculturalism; nationalism (24 marks).



You should only attempt a non-core political idea that you have studied at your school or college.



Paper 3: Comparative Politics — USA

The US Constitution and federalism; US Congress; US presidency; US Supreme Court and US civil rights; US democracy and participation; comparative theories (84 marks).




How will I be examined on Political Ideas?

Political Ideas will be examined on Section B of both Papers 1 and 2. In both cases you will have to answer one from a choice of two 24-mark essay questions.


	•  Paper 1, Section B will have two questions on the core political ideas: conservatism, liberalism or socialism. You will choose one to answer.

	•  Paper 2, Section B will have two questions on each of the five non-core political ideas: anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism and nationalism. You will choose one to answer.





What skills are being tested?

The 24-mark essays have the following assessment objectives.


AO1 Knowledge and understanding (35% of marks)

You need to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the political ideas and theories with reference to the key thinkers.



AO2 Analysis (35% of marks)

You need to demonstrate an analysis of the political ideas, including parallels, connections, similarities and differences.



AO3 Evaluation (30% of marks)

You need to evaluate the political ideas where they make substantiated judgements based upon the arguments that they have constructed.




An emphasis on analysis and evaluation


	•  Essay questions on Political Ideas place explicit emphasis on analysis (AO2) and evaluation (AO3) skills.

	•  The command words of Political Ideas questions are ‘To what extent…’ This is inviting you to review political ideas, make substantiated judgements and draw conclusions.

	•  You should ensure that you are discussing both sides of the argument (and also utilise the ideas of the relevant key thinkers) in the main body of the essay as well as the conclusion.

	•  The examiner wants to see ongoing evaluation throughout the main body of the essay, so you should attempt intermediate conclusions in the main body of the essay to demonstrate AO3 skills.

	•  It goes without saying that the final paragraph must be a substantial evaluation that considers the overall conclusions. Those who don’t refer to specific key political thinkers and only consider one side of the argument will lose a considerable number of marks. Similarly, those who focus on knowledge (AO1) at the expense of analysis (AO2) and evaluation (AO3) will also lose considerable marks.





How should I use my time?


	•  As an approximate guide, you should split your time 70%/30% between Section A and Section B on both Papers 1 and 2.

	•  This means that you should allocate 85 minutes for Section A of both Paper 1 (UK Politics) and Paper 2 (UK Government), and 35 minutes for the 24-mark essay question in Section B of both Paper 1 (Core Political Ideas) and Paper 2 (Non-Core Political Ideas).

	•  You should practise writing Political Ideas essays for both Paper 1 and Paper 2 in 35 minutes each, as part of your revision schedule.








1 Liberalism



The origins of liberalism

In this section we focus on the origins of the two main branches of liberalism: classical liberalism and modern liberalism.


Classical liberalism


	•  The origins of classical liberalism can be traced back to the Reformation when Protestants challenged the authoritarian control of the Catholic church by advocating free will and individualism.

	•  Classical liberalism continued to thrive in the age of ‘The Enlightenment’ in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, when rationalistic ideas of science and philosophy challenged the traditional religious order. John Locke’s (see page 11) ideas of government by consent and natural rights directly challenged the accepted form of government — absolute monarchy — and these ideas underpinned both the American and French revolutions in the late eighteenth century.

	•  Locke’s ideas of limited government were also influential concerning the limited role that the state should play both in society and in the management of the economy.

	•  John Stuart Mill (see page 11) expanded on this idea, arguing for restraint by the state, leaving individuals to be free to take whatever actions they judged fit, provided this did not harm others.
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Rationalism A philosophical view that regards logic and reason as the chief source of knowledge. Rationalism is often considered the opposite of empiricism.
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Modern liberalism


	•  Modern liberalism emerged in the nineteenth century and is now the dominant form of liberalism, arguing for an increased role for the state within society and economy.

	•  For some, such as J.S. Mill in his later writings, the state enhanced individual freedom and an increased role was a logical continuation of the ideas of classical liberalism.

	•  John Rawls (see page 12) argued for an enabling state that would intervene in society and the economy to ensure equality of opportunity, while Betty Friedan (see page 12) specifically argued for the state playing a greater role to ensure equality for women.



Liberalism in both its classical and modern forms is seen by many as the most influential ideology in the world today. It informs the political systems of both the USA and the countries of the European Union.
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Making links

Neo-liberalism emerges in the twentieth century and is heavily influenced by the ideas of classical liberalism, arguing that modern liberalism is a betrayal of classical liberalism’s core ideas. Although neo-liberalism is obviously a liberal idea, for the purposes of the Edexcel examination it is considered as part of the New Right and therefore is discussed and examined as part of conservatism. When answering questions on liberalism in the exam, you should first and foremost discuss classical liberalism, modern liberalism and their five key thinkers, and be sparing in your references to neo-liberalism.
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The different types of liberalism

As we saw in the previous section, there are two main types of liberalism on which you need to concentrate in your studies:


	1  Classical liberalism

	2  Modern liberalism




Classical liberalism

Classical liberalism can be traced back to the ideas of John Locke in the seventeenth century, continued into the eighteenth century with Mary Wollstonecraft (see page 11) and arguably peaked in the nineteenth century with the ideas of J.S. Mill.

The key tenets of classical liberalism are as follows.


	•  Social contract theory: Classical liberal thinker John Locke argued that individuals consent through a social contract to be governed by the state. The concept of a social contract is also accepted by modern liberals.

	•  Foundational equality: Locke believed in foundational equality — that all individuals are born with natural rights which include freedom from unnecessary influence by the state. Wollstonecraft and Mill emphasised that this idea should extend to women and individuals of different religions. Classical liberalism therefore argued for tolerance in society.

	•  Negative freedom: Classical liberals like Locke and Mill argued that the highest form of freedom was negative freedom, or freedom from constraint. Classical liberals view liberty as freedom from oppressive and interventionist government and laws. They argue that the state should have a limited role in society, keeping order and protecting property rights, enforcing contracts and maintaining the rule of law. In other words, they favoured the idea of limited government.

	•  Laissez-faire economics: Classical liberals argue that the state should play a minimal role in the economy. They support laissez-faire, which is the idea that wealth creation is enhanced if the state does not interfere with the markets for goods, services and labour.

	•  Rugged individualism: Classical liberals argue that people succeed or fail owing to their own efforts and that their position in society is entirely in their own hands. If the state provides welfare or assistance, it will arrest the development of individuals.

	•  Representative democracy: Mill opposed popular democracy, in which the interests of the few could be crushed by the interests of the majority. He favoured representative democracy, in which an electorate with limited education did not make policy decisions themselves, but elected well-educated representatives to make decisions on their behalf. The representatives would aggregate the demands from all parts of society to create a broad consensus, rather than blindly following the will of a largely uninformed majority.
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Social contract The state is based on a contract between the government and the people. Government agrees to make itself accountable to the people and to operate within the law, while the people should agree to obey and uphold the security of the state.

Foundational equality A fundamental belief that all individuals are born with natural rights which entitle them to liberty, the pursuit of happiness and avoidance of pain. In a liberal state this translates into equal treatment of all individuals under the law. Thinkers like Wollstonecraft, Mill and Friedan were explicit that foundational equality should apply to both men and women.

Tolerance A liberal idea that society should tolerate a wide range of ideas, beliefs, religions, lifestyles and race and ethnicity. This is based on the principle that intolerance cannot be justified as no individual should feel themselves superior to others. Tolerance also promotes liberty for all. However, it does not extend to beliefs that may damage society and forms of action that will lead to illegality.

Negative freedom A conception of liberty as meaning an absence of constraint. Liberal philosopher Isaiah Berlin described it as ‘freedom from’ rather than ‘freedom to’.

Limited government A principle mostly associated with the role of the state in a capitalist economy, which proposes that capitalism and wealth creation are enhanced if the state does not interfere with the markets for goods, services and labour.

Laissez-faire A belief in the free-market capitalist economy and minimal state intervention in economic, social and political spheres.

Harm principle The idea that the state is justified in interfering with individual freedom when it is to prevent some citizens doing harm to others.
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Key thinker

John Locke (1632–1704)

Key ideas:


	•  Social contract theory — society, state and government are based on a theoretical voluntary agreement.

	•  Limited government — the role of government should be limited and based on consent from below.



Key work: Two Treatises of Government (1689).

Locke is a key figure as he was one of the first Enlightenment thinkers who applied his thought to the nature of government. His main ideas were as follows:


	•  The state is not the creation of any spiritual creator, or the possession of a monarch who claims the ‘divine right of kings’ to govern. Instead the state has to be the creation of humankind. This was the principle of ‘government by consent’.

	•  Before the state existed, humankind lived in a state of nature. In the state of nature, humankind was subject to natural laws and could claim natural rights.

	•  The laws should follow and confirm natural rights and natural laws.

	•  The state was the result of a social contract between citizens and the government. Government was subject to the consent of the people, in return for which the people agreed to obey its laws.

	•  The state should be limited and its powers should be divided between different agencies, largely the government and an elected parliament.

	•  There should be tolerance of alternative religious and political views.



Useful quote: ‘Government has no other end, but the preservation of property.’ (John Locke)
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Key thinker

Mary Wollstonecraft (1759–97)

Key ideas:


	•  Reason — women are rational and independent beings, capable of reason.

	•  Formal equality — in order to be free, women should enjoy full civil liberties and be allowed to have a career.



Key work: A Vindication of the Rights of Woman (1792).

Wollstonecraft’s most important publication is strongly linked to feminist ideology. Yet her arguments were actually rooted in liberal philosophy. Her main ideas were as follows:


	•  In accordance with Enlightenment ideas, Wollstonecraft believed that people are rational and that human nature is naturally good, displaying sympathy and empathy for one’s fellow men and women.

	•  Women are as capable of rational thought as men.

	•  The free exercise of individualism (by women as well as men) is essential if society is to progress culturally and economically.

	•  All citizens should enjoy equality under the law and be free from discrimination.

	•  Women were largely to blame (alongside men) for their inferior position because they had historically accepted the superiority of men.



Useful quote: ‘I do not wish them [women] to have power over men; but over themselves.’ (Mary Wollstonecraft)
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Key thinker

John Stuart Mill (1806–73)

Key ideas:


	•  Negative liberty from which he derived the harm principle.

	•  Tolerance — others’ actions should be tolerated unless they do harm.



Key work: On Liberty (1859).

Many people consider J.S. Mill to be one of the greatest philosophers England has known. His main ideas were as follows:


	•  He held a belief in a kind of freedom called ‘negative liberty’. This meant that each individual should be free to take whatever actions they judged fit provided this did no harm to others. This was known as the harm principle.

	•  He distinguished between ‘self-regarding’ and ‘other-regarding’ actions. The former should not be subject to any restriction, while the latter should be if they may cause harm to others. This led to a strong belief in tolerance of the views and actions of others.

	•  He believed that individual liberty was essential for the development of the individual in terms of creativity, culture and intellect.

	•  If individuals were able to develop their individualism, the whole of society would benefit.

	•  He opposed popular democracy where the interests of the few could be crushed by the interests of the majority. As an alternative, he supported the idea of representative democracy, with, as Locke had said, limited government.

	•  For Mill, government should interfere as little as practicable in society, especially in economic activity.



Useful quote: ‘The only freedom which deserves the name, is that of pursuing our own good in our own way, so long as we do not attempt to deprive others of theirs, or impede their efforts to obtain it.’ (John Stuart Mill)
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Now test yourself


	1  Briefly answer these questions about classical liberalism.

	a)  What is a social contract?

	b)  What does foundational equality mean?

	c)  What is the idea of tolerance?

	d)  What is meant by negative freedom?






Answers online
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Key thinker

Betty Friedan (1921–2006)

Key ideas:


	•  Legal equality — women are as capable as men and oppressive laws and social views must be overturned.

	•  Equal opportunity — women are being held back from their potential because of the limited number of jobs that are ‘acceptable’ for women.



Key text: The Feminine Mystique (1963).

As with all liberals, a concern for individualism lay at the heart of Friedan’s philosophy. Her main ideas were as follows:


	•  Friedan argued strongly for individual freedom. In particular, she argued that individuals should be free to be able to achieve their potential. This kind of self-realisation was at the heart of her belief system.

	•  Women are the principal victims of a lack of opportunity and life choices in society. This is owing to patriarchy and dominant patriarchal attitudes.

	•  If the state was based on liberal principles, it would be possible to achieve equality of opportunity for both women and men.

	•  Friedan did not see the state as the principal vehicle of patriarchy, blaming dominant cultural attitudes instead.
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	•  A theory of justice — society must be just and guarantee each citizen a life worth living.

	•  The veil of ignorance — a hypothetical scenario where individuals agree on the type of society they want from a position where they lack knowledge of their own position in society.






	•  To the traditional liberal idea of formal equality, Rawls added the need for equal social and political rights.

	•  He believed that, if asked to choose what kind of society they preferred without knowing in advance where they would stand in such a society, people would prefer a society where there is little inequality and there is equality of opportunity.

	•  His conception of social justice (which he called distributive justice) was that inequality in a modern capitalist-based society could be justified as long as those who do well economically do not do so at the expense of the least well-off in society. In other words, we should not be allowed to prosper at the expense of others.

	•  He strongly supported individual liberty but insisted that freedom — formal, social and economic — should be available to all in society on an equal basis. Rawls has influenced many modern politicians on the centre-left.




[image: ]






Modern liberalism




	•  Foundational equality: Modern liberalism has revised classical liberalism’s position on toleration by increasing the parameters of formal equality. Betty Friedan argued that the state needed to tackle gender inequality to ensure consistent equality of opportunity between the sexes. In more recent times, modern liberals have focused on ensuring that all sections of society receive equal treatment by the state, championing anti-discrimination with regard to minority ethnic groups and the LGBTQ+ community.

	•  Positive freedom: The main development of modern liberalism from classical liberalism was a different conception of freedom, which ultimately saw the likes of Mill and Rawls prefer positive freedom to negative freedom. Modern liberals argue that negative freedom means that the state provides no assistance to the individual to overcome their social and economic disadvantage.

	•  The enabling state: Modern liberals advocate an enabling state, which facilitates individuals reaching their potential (Figure 1.1). In the UK, modern liberalism inspired the Beveridge Report in 1942, which was the intellectual foundation behind the postwar welfare state.
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	•  Keynesian economics: Modern liberals like John Maynard Keynes also argued that the state should be more interventionist and practise what later became known as Keynesianism. Keynes argued that the government could prevent economic slumps and the devastating unemployment that followed by managing demand and stimulating the economy.

	•  Social justice: Rawls, one of the most important exponents of modern liberalism, constructed a rational model which he described in his major work, A Theory of Justice (1971), to demonstrate not just the need for social justice, but the inherent logic of it. Using an abstract ‘veil of ignorance’, Rawls posited that if individuals were asked to choose what type of society an individual would prefer and were ignorant of their own circumstances, they would choose a society with little inequality. Rawls’ conception of social justice (he used the term ‘distributive justice’) was that inequality in a modern capitalist-based society could be justified as long as those who do well economically do not do so at the expense of the least well-off in society.
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	2  Briefly answer these questions about modern liberalism.

	a)  What is meant by positive freedom?

	b)  What is the enabling state?

	c)  What is Keynesianism?

	d)  What is meant by social justice?
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Core ideas and principles



	1  Individualism

	2  Freedom/liberty

	3  The state

	4  Rationalism

	5  Equality/social justice

	6  Liberal democracy




Individualism



	•  John Locke focused on the individual rights of man. He believed in foundational equality: that man’s natural state was one of freedom, and in particular, freedom from interference by the state, in terms of laws and obligations.

	•  Mary Wollstonecraft and J.S. Mill argued that women should be recognised as rational and equal individuals within society and the economy.

	•  Locke and Mill perceived individuals as capable of intellectually informed ideas but as self-interested and mutually indifferent to each other.





	•  John Rawls argued that one’s societal position and particular circumstance (race, gender, social class, innate intelligence, etc.) were of huge importance in determining whether an individual thrived or underachieved within society.

	•  The negative freedom practised by classical liberalism make these inequalities worse rather than addressing them. J.S. Mill, in his later writings, John Rawls and Betty Friedan all argued for positive freedom, whereby the state would practise developmental individualism and intervene to ensure equality of opportunity for individuals, to make society fairer.

	•  Modern liberalism is therefore critical of classical liberalism’s ‘egoistical individualism’.
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	Classical liberalism’s attitude
	Modern liberalism’s attitude





	An individual’s primary motivation is egoistical individualism, which is concerned with maximising their own utility (their personal worth or value) so that they can thrive based on their own efforts and ability. The state should maintain the rule of law but respect negative freedom.
	Modern liberalism argues for positive freedom whereby the state practises a form of developmental individualism to help make society and the economy fairer.



	The freedom of the individual is sacrosanct. Society should be understood as atomistic: a loose collection of autonomous individuals. Locke argued for the state to practise limited government, which does not infringe on individual freedom.
	Modern liberalism perceives society as being more organic in nature and argues that the state must offer every individual a ‘hand-up’ to help them reach their potential and achieve formal equality. These ideas have helped influence a considerable expansion of welfare provision in Western democracies since 1945.



	The ideas of Locke influenced the American revolutionaries, who adapted one of his phrases in the American Declaration of Independence, stating a commitment to ‘life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’.
	Modern liberals would agree that ‘life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’ are human rights, but would argue that they can only be achieved and guaranteed by an interventionist state.







	•  John Locke, writing in the seventeenth century, focused on respecting alternative religious and political views, while Mary Wollstonecraft and Betty Friedan argued for a tolerance of men towards women, calling for an end to gender-based discrimination in society. In the twenty-first century, individual tolerance has been extended towards LGBTQ+ people.
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	Egoistical individualism
	Developmental individualism





	Connected to which type of liberalism?
	 
	 



	View of society
	 
	 



	View of human nature
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	3  The idea of tolerance initially referred to tolerance of different religions — something that is still important to liberals today. Today, however, there is a wide range of issues, views and practices to which a liberal would extend the idea of tolerance. Can you think of at least five more areas besides religion?
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Freedom/liberty




	•  Freedom is a natural right; Locke asserted that the role of government is the protection of man’s right to ‘life, liberty and estate’. The state is needed to mediate between competing individuals to enforce order, protect property rights and prevent breach of contracts and fraud.

	•  Absolute monarchies are illegitimate and Locke argued for a state constructed by a social contract where individuals are governed by consent. This idea was based on the rationalistic proposition that individuals would enter into a social contract to allow the state to act as a neutral umpire to resolve clashes. If the state broke the contract by not protecting or enhancing natural rights, the people were within their rights to withdraw their consent and replace the government. It is for this reason that many classical liberals admired the fundamental values of natural rights and equality espoused by supporters of the French Revolution.

	•  The state would practise limited government and observe negative freedom so that the individual might enjoy the maximum amount of freedom within a legal framework. This freedom gave heavy emphasis to the economy and the doctrine of laissez-faire capitalism as advocated by Adam Smith in The Wealth of Nations (1776).





	•  Wollstonecraft championed formal equality and freedom in terms of women pursuing a career, playing a role in the economy, and having legal property rights.

	•  J.S. Mill advocated freedom of speech, thought and religion unless they posed a direct threat to others, which Mill called the harm principle. Mill distinguished between ‘self-regarding’ actions, such as religious worship and freedom of speech, which did not impinge upon the freedom of others and should be tolerated; and ‘other-regarding’ actions that clearly did harm and infringe the freedom of others and should not be tolerated by a liberal state. Mill argued that individuals should be free from interference even if they harmed themselves: ‘The only purpose for which power can be rightfully exercised over any member of a civilised community against his will, is to prevent harm to others.’

	•  In his later writings Mill moved from a strictly classical liberal approach and advocated ideas that would become associated with modern liberalism. He challenged the ideas of negative freedom and the limited state and instead argued for positive freedom on the grounds that the state had a moral right, for example, to educate individuals.

	•  Modern liberals also argue for a larger role for the state in society and economy. This enabling state will ensure an individual’s life chances are determined not by their status at birth but on the basis of meritocracy. The enabling state involves increased state intervention and higher taxation to finance state spending, in order to ensure equality of opportunity via universal education and healthcare systems.








	Classical liberals prefer
	Modern liberals prefer





	Negative freedom: a conception of freedom that defines itself as an absence of constraint by the state. Classical liberals prefer negative freedom because they want freedom from government interference and a minimal state.
	Positive freedom: a conception of freedom which sees an enabling state play a positive role to assist individuals to achieve their dreams and initiatives. A state-funded educational system is an example of positive freedom.







[image: ]



[image: ]






The state



	•  Classical liberalism set the parameters by arguing for a minimal state.

	•  Modern liberals altered this perception by arguing for an enabling state.




Classical liberalism and the state



	•  The state must protect life, liberty and estate, intervening to uphold the rule of law and to protect society from foreign invasion. These interventions require institutions such as police forces and armies, which must be funded by the state via taxation, as well as laws and judiciaries to uphold the laws.

	•  Locke argued for government by consent, whereby the state would be the result of a social contract enshrining the natural state of freedom into the law of the government. Government would be subject to the consent of the people and in return individuals would obey its rules.
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	•  It should be based on rational ideas rather than traditions and customs. A constitutional government would replace traditional monarchies that derived their legitimacy via religious belief, which Locke argued was an irrational interpretation of God’s will.

	•  Government should be based on the principle of limited government — the restriction of the government’s power and jurisdiction and a representative democracy (see Table 1.3).







	Limiting power
	Power should be divided into three branches of government:

	•  legislature

	•  executive

	•  judiciary








	Limiting jurisdiction
	The minimal state should operate under the rule of law, whereby all citizens enjoy foundational equality.




	Limiting the electorate
	Classical liberals were in favour of representative democracy rather than direct popular democracy. J.S. Mill believed that only those with an appropriate formal education should be allowed to vote. Mill feared that a popular democracy might lead to a ‘tyranny of the majority’.
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	4  What do classical liberals mean by a ‘minimal state’?
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Modern liberalism and the state



	•  The modern liberal T.H. Green argued that liberalism should not be preoccupied with the idea of the state and society leaving the individual alone, but with whether the state was assisting the individual in fulfilling their potential. He therefore argued in favour of an ‘enabling state’ that would play a much larger role in society and the economy than the minimal state model of classical liberalism.

	•  The state should promote equality of opportunity through education.

	•  The state should organise welfare to help those less able to defend themselves against deprivation, such as people without jobs, people in ill health and older people.

	•  The ideas of the modern liberal John Maynard Keynes inspired ‘Keynesian economics’ — state intervention to tackle the negative consequences of economic downturns — as he felt mass unemployment negated individual freedom.

	•  The idea of the enabling state was advanced by John Rawls, who argued that there had to be an increase in taxation and public spending to ensure that there was social justice and equal opportunity for all.

	•  The enabling state helped Betty Friedan build on the ideas of Mary Wollstonecraft to demonstrate that sexual discrimination was inconsistent with the social contract made in the US Constitution. Friedan’s ideas have inspired governments all over the world to pass legislation to outlaw such discrimination.
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	5  What do modern liberals mean by an ‘enabling state’?
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Rationalism



	•  As Locke argued, ‘Reason must be our last Judge and Guide in every Thing.’ All strands of liberalism believe that rationalism enables individuals both to define their own best interests and to make their own moral choices, free from external authorities such as the state and the Church.

	•  Whereas conservatives fear intellectual fallibility and cling to empiricism, customs and tradition to guide them, liberals have far more confidence in their intellectual ability to construct theories to create a progressive society.








	Classical liberalism
	Modern liberalism





	Locke’s ideas of constitutional and representative government (as opposed to monarchical government) proved hugely influential to England’s Glorious Revolution of 1688 and to the American Constitution of 1788.
	Positive freedom, which urges the state to intervene to assist individual freedom, has been advocated by J.S. Mill, John Rawls and Betty Friedan and informed the idea of a state-sponsored welfare state.



	Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations (1776) was a rational justification for the state to practise laissez-faire capitalism.
	J.S. Mill argued for universal education, while John Rawls favoured an enabling state, where progressive taxation funds a welfare state. Rawls’ ideas of equality and social justice, which we will discuss further in the next section, is a perfect example of abstract rational thought.



	Classical liberals favour negative freedom, which has influenced governments in the UK and USA in determining the parameters of state intervention and the autonomy of the individual.
	Keynesian economics, although differing entirely from laissez-faire economics, is equally rationalistic in its conception.
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	6  Answer the following questions about the connection between liberalism and rationalism.

	a)  What is meant by rationalism?

	b)  Give two examples of rational ideas held by classical liberals.

	c)  Give two examples of rational ideas held by modern liberals.
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Equality/social justice



	•  Examples of foundational equality today would be the US Bill of Rights and the UK’s Human Rights Act, both of which protect what all branches of liberalism would consider to be natural and inalienable rights of individuals.

	•  However, what constituted foundational equality has been problematic for classical liberalism, which largely ignored gender and racial inequality.

	•  It was left to Mary Wollstonecraft to argue forcefully in A Vindication of the Rights of Women (1792) that women were denied equality in terms of property ownership, political representation and discrimination in the workplace.

	•  The only other key thinker associated with classical liberalism who commented on gender inequality was J.S. Mill, who argued for votes for women in his book The Subjection of Women (1869) decades before their enfranchisement was achieved.





	•  Betty Frieden argued for further legal and economic parity in the workplace in the latter half of the twentieth century. She also argued that the state had to be enabling in order to assist women to be free. The state was the vehicle with which to counter dominant patriarchal values that discriminate against women, and the state should also provide state benefits for single, divorced or widowed mothers.

	•  Martin Luther King invoked modern liberal ideas in his civil rights movement, demonstrating that the judicial interpretation of the US Constitution was failing to acknowledge all races equally. The Civil Rights Act (1964) and the Voting Rights Act (1965) began the process of creating true foundational equality of opportunity for all races in the USA.

	•  Rawls argued that a just society must provide equality of opportunity and social justice for everyone, and this could only be achieved by the state taking a larger role in society. Such ideas mean that modern liberals champion women, racial minorities and people who are LGBTQ+.
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	7  How have liberals argued for social justice?
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Liberal democracy




	•  Government, Locke argued in his book Two Treatises of Government (1689), should be by consent as this is the only legitimate basis for authority.

	•  Liberal democracy was initially representative democracy, which offered only a limited electorate the right to vote. This was the case in the early years of the USA, where only male property owners were allowed to vote.

	•  Mill, like the US Founding Fathers, feared the dominance of the working class if they were given the vote. In his work, Considerations on Representative Government (1861), he argued for plural votes for the educated and wealthy to prevent his own class being swept aside by the proletariat. Mill, like Locke and Wollstonecraft, has therefore been categorised as favouring elite democracy, whereby the establishment exercises the real power and has significantly more influence than the ordinary voter.









	Key point
	Explanation





	Supremacy of the people
	Classical liberals accept this as a broad concept, but prefer representative democracy over full democratic representation as they fear the tyranny of the majority. The US Electoral College is an example of such thinking.




	Consent of the governed as the basis of legitimacy
	This concept unites both forms of liberalism: elections provide frequent opportunities for the governed to register their consent.



	Rule of law and peaceful methods of conflict resolution
	This concept unites both forms of liberalism: the rule of law forms part of the social contract between the governed and the governors.



	Existence of a common good or public interest
	Classical liberalism struggles with such concepts as it views society as atomistic and so does not believe in a collective will beyond a belief in a limited state.



	 
	The developmental individualism of J.S. Mill and the social justice of Rawls allow modern liberalism to believe in a more interventionist version of the state in both society and the economy, based on a common good or public interest such as a welfare state.



	The individual as a rational, moral, active citizen
	This concept unites both forms of liberalism.



	Political equality and equal civil rights for all individuals
	Classical liberalism under-represents gender (apart from Wollstonecraft and Mill) and is largely silent on race, in terms of equality and civil rights.
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	8  Briefly answer these questions on the concept of liberal democracy.

	a)  Why did J.S. Mill oppose popular democracy?

	b)  Explain three key principles of liberal democracy.




	9  Identify the key term associated with liberalism in each of these cases:

	a)  A state with very limited functions

	b)  Free-market economics

	c)  Giving all citizens equal life chances from birth

	d)  An agreement between the government and the governed

	e)  A society where all people receive the rewards they deserve
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Differing views and tensions



	1  Human nature

	2  The state

	3  Society

	4  The economy





Human nature


Areas of agreement


	•  All liberals agree with Locke that individuals are born with natural rights that need protecting and that all individuals deserve formal equality under the law.

	•  Both classical liberalism and modern liberalism agree on Locke’s idea that there must be tolerance within society, recognising different values and traditions. This is based on the principle that intolerance cannot be justified as no group or individual should feel themselves superior to others. Tolerance also promotes liberty for all. However, tolerance is not extended to beliefs that may damage society and forms of behaviour that will lead to illegality. Liberals therefore support the harm principle, which argues that the state is only justified in interfering with individual freedom when some citizens are harming others.

	•  All liberals have a positive view of human nature and believe that individuals are rational, morally equal and desire to maximise their own personal utility (achieve their own version of happiness and success in society).





Areas of tension


	•  Liberals have conflicting conceptions of what constitutes freedom. Classical liberalism is based on negative freedom and considers that the highest form of freedom is freedom from constraint. This implies freedom from oppressive government and laws, and freedom from external threats such as crime and exploitation. The role of the state should be limited to enforcing the rule of law and protecting property rights. Modern liberalism prefers positive freedom — a concept of freedom that sees the state play a positive role to assist individuals to reach their full potential.

	•  Classical liberals such as Locke argue that individuals are rational or capable of rationality and prefer to pursue enlightened self-interest. They therefore prefer limited state involvement. Classical liberals argue that, in general, people succeed or fail owing to their own efforts and that their position in society is entirely in their own hands. Modern liberals, such as Rawls, who disagree that individual success is solely in the hands of the individual and argue that the state is needed to offer individuals assistance in reaching their full potential, advocate an enabling state that provides welfare, education and healthcare.

	•  Classical liberals view society as atomistic, with human nature governed by egoistical individualism. They therefore struggle to see human nature as having a clear social dimension or striving for a common good, and focus primarily on foundational equality. Modern liberals support foundational equality but argue that there is a common good. Therefore if formal equality is to exist, there has to be equality of opportunity to facilitate developmental individualism. Rawls expressed this view succinctly in his three principles of justice:

	•  Individuals must have the same set of absolute freedoms.

	•  There must be equal opportunities for all.

	•  Although some inequalities are inevitable, it must be a priority to help the disadvantaged.
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The state


Areas of agreement


	•  All liberals agree that the state is needed to ensure the rule of law in society and the economy. All aspects of liberalism subscribe to a mechanistic theory of the state — as if it were a machine created to serve the individual.

	•  All liberals argue that the state should govern by consent and be limited by constitutionalism and a separation of powers.

	•  All liberals argue for the state to practise foundational equality and formal equality for citizens, to be enshrined in the constitution and enforced by the rule of law. Equality extends to all sections of society and to all individuals. Wollstonecraft and Friedan both advocate the importance of women’s rights.

	•  All liberals favour the broad concept of democracy, but are concerned that it may lead to a ‘tyranny of the majority’.
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Areas of tension


	•  While both forms of liberalism have a mechanistic theory of the state, they disagree on how best the state can act in the interests of the individual. Classical liberals believe that the role of the state should be strictly limited to maintaining law and order, protecting property rights and securing society from invasion. The optimal size of government is small, so classical liberals like Locke and Mill (in his early writings: see Table 1.6) advocate a minimal state.

	•  Modern liberals, on the other hand, argue that the state should create conditions of freedom that allow individuals to reach their full potential. They advocate an enabling state that provides broader welfare and assistance to the individual. Mill (in his later writings: see Table 1.6) advocated a more interventionist role for the state in society. Rawls focuses on the state promoting social justice, i.e. reductions in inequality.

	•  Classical liberals believe that the state should practise laissez-faire capitalism, arguing that the state is not justified in interfering with the economy and that free-market capitalism should not be regulated by the state. Modern liberalism is informed by Keynesianism — the idea that the government should manage the economy to reduce unemployment and prevent recessions.

	•  Classical liberals, such as Locke and Mill, favoured representative government with limited suffrage, where educated, property-owning individuals would represent everyone’s interests. Modern liberals such as Rawls and Friedan favour direct popular democracy with universal suffrage. While both branches fear the ‘tyranny of the majority’, modern liberals believe that education is crucial to the wise use of the ballot.





[image: ]



[image: ]





	•  J.S. Mill’s initial writings advocated classical liberalism, but his later writing saw him develop ideas that would eventually be associated with modern liberalism (see Table 1.6).







	Mill’s classical liberal ideas
	Mill’s modern liberal ideas





	Corruption argument:

	•  Extension to the powers of the state adds to the likelihood of an abuse of power.


	Corruption counter-argument:

	•  If increased state involvement is altruistic, aiming to help individuals will not lead to an abuse of power.





	Atrophy argument:

	•  If the state interferes, it will arrest individual development.


	Atrophy counter-argument:

	•  The state must supply public goods such as clean air and water.

	•  The state must interfere to protect children.

	•  The state must provide education for its citizens.

	•  The state must provide basic welfare for its citizens.





	Economic initiative argument:

	•  Overzealous government intervention will sap commercial enterprise.


	Economic initiative counter-argument:

	•  There must be a regulation of working hours to prevent an exploitation of workers.

	•  Individual consumers must be protected from unfair and unscrupulous marketing










Society


Areas of agreement


	•  Both branches of liberalism argue that society is a place where individuals should be free to flourish.

	•  They agree that society is a place where individuals should enjoy both foundational equality and formal equality.

	•  They agree that the individuals in society should only be governed by consent and an agreed constitution.

	•  They agree that society should promote not merely freedom but also cultural, economic and intellectual progress.





Areas of tension


	•  Classical liberals, such as Locke, argue that natural laws and natural rights of society predate the creation of the state. In a natural society, humankind will obey natural laws which ensure mutual sympathy and tolerance. However, Wollstonecraft argued that society ‘infantilised’ women and inhibited female individualism. Friedan argued that society was discriminatory for women. Both Wollstonecraft and Friedan felt that society needed to be reformed to provide equality for women.

	•  By the nineteenth century, liberals such as Mill were arguing that the minimal state model, favoured by classical liberals, was restricting the ability of individuals to be free. Negative freedom did not recognise that freedom could be threatened by social and material disadvantage. In his later writings Mill advocated positive freedom, arguing that it would enhance freedom for the individual (see Table 1.6 above).

	•  Rawls argued that classical liberal societies led to inequality and advocated a proactive role for the state in society. He argued for increased social justice in which poverty, inequality and discrimination in society were tackled by the state. This would require increased state spending to fund an enabling welfare state. For classical liberals such ideas are an infringement of freedom, as the enabling state has to tax individuals to fund its interventions. For classical liberals the enabling state limits individualism, reduces self-reliance and creates a dependency culture.
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The economy


Areas of agreement


	•  Both branches of liberalism are influenced by Locke’s natural laws, which emphasise property rights. Liberals see the possession of private property and the pursuit of property ownership as a natural right.

	•  Both branches of liberalism support the idea that free markets promote economic activity and the creation of wealth. Individuals, pursuing their natural self-interest in a free economy, will naturally take advantage of free markets.





Areas of tension


	•  Classical liberals prefer laissez-faire capitalism. This means that the state is rarely justified in interfering in economic activity (save for controlling natural monopolies). Classical liberals do not favour taxes, subsidies or regulations, arguing that these will hinder economic development or growth. Furthermore, compulsory welfare states require taxation, and while individuals are free to opt out of the services provided, they cannot opt out of paying the taxation that funds them.

	•  Modern liberals favour Keynesian-style intervention in the economy to deliver full employment and general state management of the economic cycle to negate the effects of recessions and assist developmental individualism.

	•  Classical liberals are critical of the supposed efficacy of Keynesian economics, believing that the state is ill equipped to plan or intervene in the economy. As economist Milton Friedman once quipped, ‘If you put the federal government in charge of the Sahara Desert, in five years, there’d be a shortage of sand.’

	•  Modern liberalism argues that laissez-faire capitalism can lead to exploitation, deprivation and excessive inequality. Rawls sanctioned state interference in the economy, using individual and corporate taxation to fund state-managed welfare provisions as a way of aiding developmental individualism.

	•  Classical liberals argue that such economic interference erodes egoistical individualism and leads to a dependency culture. Furthermore, welfare spending is expensive and can lead to the state building up potentially unmanageable levels of debt that risk bankruptcy.








	Similarities
	Differences





	Both strands of liberalism have a positive view of human nature and human potential.
	The different strands of liberalism interpret freedom in dramatically different ways. Classical liberalism argues for negative freedom and modern liberals prefer positive freedom.



	Both strands agree on the principle of government by consent and the concept of limited government (although their definition of what constitutes limited government differs).
	Classical liberals argue for a minimal state; modern liberals argue for an enabling state.



	Both strands of liberalism believe in rationalism, the harm principle and tolerance of minority groups.
	Classical liberals view taxation as an infringement of negative freedom. Modern liberals view taxation as a key process for the implementation of positive freedom.



	Individualism is a primary goal for both strands of liberalism; they merely differ in their methods for achieving it.
	Classical liberals favour laissez-faire economics. Modern liberals are prepared to use Keynesian economics in certain economic situations (e.g. in the aftermath of a recession).



	Both strands of liberalism are enthusiastic supporters of capitalism and the free market, and oppose nationalisation.
	Classical liberals prefer limited forms of democracy so that elite groups retain power. Modern liberalism embraces full representative democracy.
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	•  the distinction between negative and positive freedom

	•  liberalism’s changing attitude to the state

	•  all aspects of the transition from classical to modern liberalism

	•  the relationship between liberalism and democracy, both positive and negative

	•  why modern liberals are heavily concerned with constitutionalism — you must be able to illustrate your answers to questions on this theme

	•  the contribution of at least the five key thinkers to the development of liberal thought



[image: ]






[image: ]




	1  To what extent do liberals disagree over individualism?


	2  To what extent do liberals agree on the state’s role in the economy?


	3  To what extent are liberals committed to equality and social justice?
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