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The Irish have Guinness

The Nigerians, Jollof Rice

The Amazon has Capybaras

The Andes have Chinchillas

Madagascar has her lemurs

But your car won’t get there

And your plane will fly over it

Because it’s an island so remote

As your gaze runs through its skies

You realise you wouldn’t need the coat

Because you’re staring at the Afro Queen

Her wool is old, and her fur is gold and bold

This is a rare land where wildlife runs the show

The creatures’ wealth embedded in their looks and acts

Welcome to Madugascar (MADAGASCAR), where the lemur is sacred. Here, you’ll find vivid snakes, stunning orchids, hypocritical chameleons, and soaring baobab trees. In this book, you’ll meet some cute but mesmerising creatures found ONLY in MADUGASCAR. 
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1 THE CUTE KIDS OF MADUGASCAR – Part 1
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Madugascar, a tiny village within the Lungollo jungle, was owned by a large, burly woman. Her name was Mamagascar. She had many children, all of whom lived with her in the jungle. Her husband was Terrygascar, and her mother was called Madamgascar. Mamagascar’s first daughter was Gemagascar, and her first son was Jimmygascar. Each one of Mamagascar’s kids behaved differently, and none of them looked similar to one another. As she could not build a big enough house, she told her children that the forest was their home. They loved the bush very much and did all they could to care for it from day to day.

One morning, a visitor named Mark came to see Mamagascar. He had received some news about the cute children found all over Madugascar and wanted to meet some of them. Mamagascar served breakfast to the guest, and after eating, he told her that he had a question.

“Please, Madam, would it be possible for me to meet some of your children today?”

“Oh, my family and I live in a rainforest, so they’re scattered all over the jungle, busy looking for food.” 

“Could I go out into the bush to see them?” 

“Here in the jungle, we do not allow visitors in the bush unless they change their names into jungle names.” 

[image: ANI042-00107 - Joel Sartore]“Well then, can you please give me a jungle name?”

“Right - what was your name again?” 

“It is Mark.” 

“Your new name will be Markdagascar.”

“Madam, that’s a terrible name.”

“I know.”

“So, why choose such a name?” 

“First, I wouldn’t like you to lose your original name. However, every adult in this forest must answer a name that ends with ‘gascar,’ it is only the children who have different names.”

“Why do they answer different names?”

“It’s because they have distinct personalities, so I gave each one of them a name to match his or her character.”

“Ah, I see. One more thing. Why is it that none of them has come home since I got here?”

“My kids only come home for a brief visit. Otherwise, they spend most of their time searching for food.”

“Don’t you provide food for them?”

“Oh no, I couldn't feed all of them, but I taught them HOW to find their own food.”

“That’s interesting,” Markdagascar replied. Mamagascar now said to him: 

“Well, would you like to meet some of them now?” 

“O, yes, I’d love to.” 

“Come with me, this way please.”

As they walked along a narrow track, she heard some snoring up in the tree nearby and stopped to look upwards. She saw one of her sons who looked very weird indeed. He had ears like that of a bat, whereas his teeth looked like those of a rat. He was fast asleep in the land of nod.

“Markdagascar, look there. Can you see a youngster on that branch over to your left?” 

“Is that your son?” 

“Yes, one of
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