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      After losing a bet with Tavy Olsen, Lars Jakobsen finds himself on stage for a weekend doing something he never thought he’d do: Stripping for the ladies at one of Crescent Bay’s most infamous establishments, The Sketchy Wolf.

      When the unmistakable sweet scent of his mate nearly knocks him on his ass, all bets are off. Or are they?

      Sofia Martinez wants a one-night stand, but Lars wants more. Will she keep him chasing his own tail? Or will they get their happily ever after?
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      “Are we really going to do this again?” Lars asked, more than a little annoyed.

      “You know it. Besides, life’s no fun without a few well-placed bets here and there?” Tavy replied.

      All Lars could do was roll his eyes. It was the same shit every Saturday morning. The pack met for their weekly meeting and run, and Tavy came up with some lame-ass wager he was sure to lose.

      Every damn week. Without fail.

      “Man, you know I’m going to kick your ass—just like always.”

      It was Tavy’s turn to roll his eyes. “Whatever. So, are we doing this? Or are you going to be a pussy and chicken out?”

      The boy had a serious addiction to gambling. Lars sucked in a deep breath like he did every week. If Tavy wanted a bet, he’d give him a bet. Maybe a bet to end all bets and break his addiction—teach him a lesson so to speak.

      “If we’re going to do this again, let’s play for something a little more interesting this time. It’s not like I haven’t enjoyed beating you on a regular basis, I’m just growing bored with it. How many times do I have to whoop your ass at something before you realize you can’t win against me?”

      “That should do it.” His wolf, who had been uncharacteristically quiet finally spoke up.

      Lars wanted to lay the groundwork. That way there was no way Tavy could back out. He wanted to set a trap, more or less. One that Tavy would easily fall into, thanks to that ego of his.

      In the past, no matter the wager, Tavy had never once defeated him.

      “I’m in,” Tavy said with a wicked smirk plastered across his face, looking much like the cat who had just swallowed the canary.

      That’s the one thing about Tavy that Lars loved, he was easy to goad. Thankfully, his brother Tad didn’t intervene. He just smirked, along with his brother.

      Whatever. Lars had beaten Tavy every week for years. Today would be no different.

      “We’ve got him. Just like always,” his wolf said.

      “So, what are we wagering this week?” Tavy asked.

      A few members of the pack had gathered around, listening to the details of the wager.

      Lars thought about the question for a moment before answering. “The first one to the lake wins.”

      “Sounds good.” Tavy nodded. “What’s the wager?”

      “If I win, you have to get my name tattooed on your ass,” Lars said with a straight face.

      Laughs and giggles from those who had gathered erupted. Others could be seen pulling cash from their pockets, eager to make a few bets of their own.

      “And if I win, you have to strip at The Sketchy Wolf next weekend, both Friday and Saturday nights,” Tavy smirked.

      “It’s a good thing I’ll leave you in the dust like I always do,” Lars laughed.

      “Is it a bet then?” Tavy held out his hand, waiting for Lars to shake on it.

      “Are you sure you guys want to do this?” Rafe asked.

      Lars glanced over to see that the Alpha had joined in.

      “Absolutely,” he said as he clasped Tavy’s hand and shook on it, cementing the deal.

      As Alpha of Black Paw, I see to and agree to this binding pact. Whoever reaches the lake first wins the bet. Rafe placed his hand atop of theirs, and the deal was sealed.

      Lars stood beside Tavy, calm and relaxed. They made bets all the time, and he’d always won. What could he possibly have to worry about?
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