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      Foreword

      
         
         
         
      

      
      In the pages that follow is a portrait of the many ways that Patti Smith shook up
         a baby boomer world by crashing through conventions left and right. What emerged in
         the wake of her iconoclasm was the creation of the American punk-poet aesthetic and
         a fresh take on the female pop icon. Smoldering with ideas and arguments, Smith was
         a red-hot poker forged on the cool streets of New York City. Her form followed the
         future . . . or might have been from another planet; hers was certainly not the feminine
         physique that had historically held center stage in American culture.
      

      
       Speaking of form, later in life Smith would defy conventions again by embracing motherhood
         and domestic life but on her terms and only after she had successfully, for herself,
         liberated rock and roll of the male archetype. Smith’s sense of style, though, neither
         indicated nor negated the feminine any more than the masculine. She was an explorer,
         and she found a welcoming place in an avant-garde community of art and fashion mavericks
         looking to challenge classical forms, not to mention cultural taste and morality.
      

      
       Smith absorbed books, poetry, and her parent’s Christian religion as a child—sickly,
         for most of her young years, she had plenty of bedridden time to read—and she released
         in song and poetry and art what inspired her back into the world, without much regard
         for the traditional audiences, who for so long relied on a certain stability that
         all those words and ideas had heretofore provided. She perceived the crucial role
         that the history of explorers and nonconformers just a few blocks off Main Street
         played in the story of any great society. She merged traffic, bringing the energy
         of America’s side street and alleyway cultures onto its thoroughfares.
      

      
       The tensions between the popular and the radical are often where the most potent
         critiques of institutional carelessness arise, and Smith seemed right at home in the
         contradictions that she herself embodied and created. In those tensions, she has made
         her most effective stands for the agency of the American individual to be whoever
         she or he wants to be. How one might best know that the iconoclast is actually working
         to build a better future for her society, rather than just for herself, is by how
         much care she devotes to creating the new to replace the old. Smith—judging by the
         quality of her artistic career and the inspiration that she has been to many after
         her—has cared deeply and has created lovingly.
      

      
      Scott Calhoun

      
      Series Editor

      
      
   
      Time Line

      
         
         
         
      

      
      
         
            
            
               	
                  
                  American and World Events

                  
               
               
               	
                  Patti Smith Events

                  
               
               
            

            
         
         
         
            
               
               	
                  December 31, 1946: President Harry Truman officially ends World War II with the signing of Proclamation
                     2714.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  December 30, 1946: Patricia Lee Smith is born in Chicago, Illinois.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 15, 1967: Anti-Vietnam protests occur in New York and San Francisco with more than a half million
                     participating in the protests.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 26, 1967: Gives birth to her first child, which she gives up for adoption.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 11, 1971: President Nixon signs the Seabed Arms Control Treaty, in an effort to prevent the
                     use of nuclear weapons.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  February 10, 1971: Performs with Lenny Kaye for the first time at the Poetry Project at St. Mark’s Church
                     in New York City.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 19, 1971: Charles Manson is sentenced to death for the murder of Sharon Tate.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 29, 1971: Smith and playwright Sam Shepard stage their play Cowboy Mouth at the American Place Theatre for one night only.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 25, 1973: Former White House counsel John Dean testifies before the Senate Watergate Committee
                     regarding his involvement in the Watergate Scandal.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 1973: Releases her book of poetry, Witt.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 27, 1973: U.S. Senate votes 92–3 confirming Gerald Ford as vice president of the United States.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 1, 1973: Smith and Kaye perform for a Rock ’n’ Rimbaud performance, forming the genesis of
                     what would become the Patti Smith Group.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 4, 1974: Newspaper heiress Patricia Hearst is kidnapped by members of the Symbionese Liberation
                     Army.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  February 1, 1974: The Patti Smith Group begins to perform at CBGB, performing four nights a week for
                     almost two months.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 29, 1974: Soviet dancer Mikhail Baryshnikov defects from the Soviet Union to Canada to seek
                     political asylum.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 1, 1974: Smith records her first two singles “Hey Joe” and “Piss Factory.”
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 9, 1975: President Gerald Ford signs a $2.3-billion loan authorization for New York City in
                     an effort to prevent financial default.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  December 13, 1975: Horses, Smith’s first studio album, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  December 29, 1975: A bomb explosion at LaGuardia Airport in New York City kills eleven.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  1975: Smith is awarded a Grand Prix Du Disque, the French equivalent of the Grammy, for
                     Horses.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 20, 1976: Patti Hearst is convicted of bank robbery.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  March 9, 1976: Smith meets Fred “Sonic” Smith.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 11, 1976: China’s “Gang of Four” are arrested, marking a political turn for China.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  October 1976: Radio Ethiopia, Smith’s second studio album, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  January 1, 1977: Jacqueline Means becomes the first woman to be ordained an Episcopal priest.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  January 23, 1977: During a performance as the opening act for Bob Seger & the Silver Bullet Band, Smith
                     fell off the stage into the orchestra pit, resulting in several broken vertebrae in
                     her neck.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 15, 1978: Somalia and Ethiopia end the Ethiopian-Somali War.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  March 3, 1978: Easter, Smith’s third studio album, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 4, 1979: Margaret Thatcher is elected the prime minister of England, the first woman to hold
                     the position.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  May 17, 1979: Wave, Smith’s fourth studio album, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 15, 1979: Stephen M. Lachs is appointed to the Los Angeles County Superior Court, making him
                     the first openly gay judge to be appointed to the position
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  September 1, 1979: Smith retires from the spotlight after performing in Florence, Italy.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 4, 1979: Three thousand Iranian radicals invade the U.S. embassy in Tehran and take ninety
                     hostages, beginning the Iran Hostage Crisis
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 1979: Smith releases the book of poetry Babel.

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 21, 1980: President Jimmy Carter announces that the United States will boycott the 1980 Summer
                     Olympics in Moscow due to Russia’s occupation of Afghanistan.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  March 1, 1980: Smith marries Fred “Sonic” Smith in Detroit, Michigan.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 26, 1982: Ground is broken for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, DC.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  1982: Son Jackson Frederick Smith is born.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 12, 1987: During a visit to Berlin, President Ronald Reagan asked Soviet Premier Mikhail Gorbachev
                     to “tear down this wall,” alluding to the Berlin Wall.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 27, 1987: Daughter Jesse Paris Smith is born.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 11, 1988: Wembley Stadium in London hosts a concert in celebration of the seventieth birthday
                     of imprisoned African National Congress leader Nelson Mandela.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 1988: Dream of Life, Smith’s fifth studio album, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 24, 1989: In Alaska’s Prince William Sound, the Exxon Valdez spills 240,000 barrels of oil, making it one of the largest human-caused environmental
                     disasters in history.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  March 9, 1989: Robert Mapplethorpe passes away from complications stemming from AIDS.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 1, 1990: President George H. W. Bush and Soviet Union leader Mikhail Gorbachev sign a treaty
                     to end production of chemical weapons.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 3, 1990: Smith’s keyboardist Richard Sohl dies of a heart attack.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 7, 1997: WXYC, the student radio station of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill,
                     supplies the world’s first Internet radio broadcast.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 4, 1994: Smith’s husband Fred “Sonic” Smith dies of a heart attack at the age of forty-five.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 15, 1996: A bombing carried out by the Provisional Irish Republican Army injures 212 people
                     in Manchester, England.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 18, 1996: Gone Again, Smith’s sixth studio album, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 23, 1997: Forty-two villagers are killed in the Omaria massacre in Algeria.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 5, 1997: Smith’s friend poet Allen Ginsberg succumbs to liver cancer at the age of seventy.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  September 6, 1997: The funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales, takes place at Westminster
                     Abbey.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  September 30, 1997: Peace and Noise, Smith’s seventh studio album, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 12, 2000: Pope John Paul II asks for forgiveness for the sins committed by members of the Catholic
                     Church throughout the church’s existence.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  March 21, 2000: Gung Ho, Smith’s eight studio album, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 21, 2002: In Pakistan, Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh and three others are charged with the kidnapping
                     and killing of Wall Street Journal reporter Daniel Pearl.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  March 19, 2002: The retrospective album Land (1975–2002) is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 24, 2002: Police arrest John Allen Muhammad and Lee Boyd Malvo, ending the Beltway sniper attacks
                     in the area around Washington, DC.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  October 20, 2002: Smith signed to Columbia Records after spending her career with Arista Records.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  February 3, 2003: Record producer Phil Spector is arrested in Los Angeles in relation to the fatal
                     shooting of Lana Clarkson.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  February 7, 2003: Smith is awarded the Katharine Hepburn Medal from Bryn Mawr College, which recognizes
                     women whose lives, work, and contributions embody the same drive and accomplishments
                     of the four-time-winning actress.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 19, 2003: The Iraq War begins with the invasion of Iraq by the United States and allied forces.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  2003: Smith is awarded the Premio Tenco: a lifetime achievement awarded bestowed by the
                     Italian foundation Club Tenco.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 30, 2004: U.S. media release graphic photos of American soldiers abusing and sexually humiliating
                     Iraqi prisoners at Abu Ghraib prison, leading to a public outcry.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 27, 2004: Trampin’, Smith’s ninth studio album, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 28, 2005: A final design for Manhattan’s Freedom Tower, meant to replace the World Trade Center,
                     is formally unveiled.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 26, 2005: Smith curates London’s Meltdown Festival, which features a complete performance of
                     Horses in celebration of its release thirty years prior.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  July 7, 2005: Four terror attacks occur on the transport network in London, killing fifty-two and
                     injuring more than seven hundred.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  July 10, 2005: Smith is named a Commander of the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres by the French Minister
                     of Culture.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 23, 2005: Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf is elected president of Liberia, the first woman to lead an
                     African country.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 10, 2005: Smith is awarded the Women of Valor Award by ROCKRGRL magazine.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  October 9, 2006: North Korea allegedly tests its first nuclear device, leading to international tension.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  October 15, 2006: Smith plays at the last night of CBGB, performing a set lasting three and a half hours.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  March 9, 2007: The U.S. Department of Justice releases a report finding that the FBI had acted illegally
                     in its use of the Patriot Act to secretly obtain personal information about U.S. citizens.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  March 12, 2007: Smith is inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 16, 2007: The deadliest mass shooting in modern American history occurs at Virginia Polytechnic
                     Institute, where a gunman kills thirty-two people and injures twenty-three others
                     before committing suicide.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 17, 2007: Twelve, Smith’s tenth studio album, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 15, 2008: California becomes the second state to legalize same-sex marriage after the state’s
                     own Supreme Court rules a previous ban unconstitutional.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  May 16, 2008: Smith receives an honorary doctorate from Rowan University.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  January 12, 2010: A 7.0-magnitude earthquake occurs in Haiti, devastating the nation’s capital, Port-au-Prince.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  January 19, 2010: Just Kids, a memoir of Smith’s early years in New York City, is released.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 31, 2010: Nine activists are killed in a clash with soldiers when Israeli naval forces raid
                     and capture a fleet of ships attempting to break the Gaza blockade.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  May 17, 2010: Smith delivers the commencement address and receives an honorary doctorate from the
                     Pratt Institute at Radio City Music Hall in New York City.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  November 28, 2010: WikiLeaks releases more than 250,000 American documents, including 100,000 marked
                     “secret” or “confidential.”
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  November 17, 2010: Smith wins the National Book Award for Just Kids.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 27: 2011: In an effort to end an escalating controversy regarding his place of birth, President
                     Obama releases his long-form birth certificate.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 21, 2011: Smith receives the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers Founders
                     Award.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  April 29, 2011: Prince William, Duke of Cambridge, marries Kate Middleton at Westminster Abbey.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  April 21, 2011: Smith is named one of TIME magazine’s “100 Most Influential People of the Year.”
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  May 1, 2011: U.S. troops and CIA operatives kill Osama bin Laden in Abbottabad, Pakistan.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  May 21, 2011: Smith delivers the commencement address and receives an honorary doctorate from the
                     School of the Art Institute of Chicago.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  August 19, 2011: The West Memphis Three are released from prison after serving eighteen years.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  August 30, 2011: Smith receives Sweden’s “Polar Music Prize,” the nation’s highest music honor.
                  

                  
               
               
            

            
            
               	
                  
                  June 2, 2012: Former president of Egypt Hosni Mubarak is sentenced to life in prison over allegations
                     of corruption and abuse of bureaucratic power.
                  

                  
               
               
               	
                  June 1, 2012: Banga, Smith’s eleventh studio album, is released.
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      Introduction

      
         
         
         Sophistication, Shock, Subtly

         
         
      

      
      In August 2013, Patti Smith found herself on a most prestigious list. At the age of
         sixty-six, Smith was included on Rolling Stone magazine’s list of “The Best Live Acts Now.” Nestled between modern progressive rock
         mainstays Muse and alt-rockers Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds, Smith’s inclusion on the
         list, if nothing else, showed that—even in a musical climate rife with the youthful
         exuberance of Taylor Swift or Beyoncé or the blue-chip mainstays of the Rolling Stones
         or Bruce Springsteen—a woman approaching social security age could still shimmy with
         the rest of them and, arguably, better than she ever has.
      

      
       But a shout-out from a major music periodical does not a legend make. Smith’s inclusion
         on this list comes from years of cultivating an act that is singularly her own and
         no one else’s. In preparation for this project, my first thought was that it was imperative
         that I interview Patti. I did not think that this was completely out of the question,
         as any firsthand accounts and thoughts could serve only to help. Soon after, I realized
         that maybe this wasn’t such a good idea. Smith has been interviewed countless times
         for countless projects, and I have my doubts that my sleuthing could uncover more
         information that hasn’t already been uncovered. That’s not to say that the hypothetical
         exchange between Smith and me would be fruitless, but as much as this project is about
         Smith, it is also this author’s faithful dedication to an artist.
      

      
       The first time I heard Smith was as a teenager discovering punk rock in the suburbs
         of New York City. As a budding historian and musician, I did my research and started
         with the Ramones, Television, and Blondie. After exhausting those records, I went
         to my local library and stumbled across the book Please Kill Me, by Legs McNeil. The book is an oral history of the punk rock movement through the
         voices that lived it, including some woman whom I had never heard of named Patti Smith.
      

      
       I found a corner and began to read the book. I was immediately smitten with Smith.
         I could tell that she was a real character, someone I should know more about. She
         was self-deprecating and intelligent, and at that point, I had never heard a note
         of her music. I immediately went to the CD shelves to find one of her albums. As luck
         would have it, my usually trustworthy library had only one album: it was entitled
         Horses.
      

      
       From first glance of the cover, I could tell that she was different. In my mind,
         she looked like the lovechild of Keith Richards and the witch from the cover of Roald
         Dahl’s The Witches—not the most flattering of admissions, I admit, but an honest thought coming from
         a teenaged boy. I went home and was excited to listen to my new discovery. Until this
         point, I was used to the three-chord
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