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​​​​John Decides to Cheat
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John hated studying. Whenever he had free time, he would rather play football, watch television, chat with friends online, or listen to pop music than do his homework. As a result, he rarely worked as hard as he should have. 

His parents did not seem to care about his studies or other activities when he was in junior classes, but this suddenly changed. They expected him to do well in all his examinations. His father was a businessman, and his mother was a teacher. They wanted John to become a doctor. John often told his parents that he too wanted to be a doctor, but now he realised that this was impossible for him. For some time, he had been hiding his progress reports and not telling his parents the truth about his studies. They were confident he would easily pass the admission test for the best high school.

His mother, before going out shopping, had told him to study in his room. After twenty minutes, he went into the television room instead to watch his favourite movie. Just as the film finished, his mother arrived, and he opened the door to let her in.

“How's your study going?” she asked John.

“Wonderfully well,” John replied untruthfully. Immediately, he felt guilty. He quickly added, “I'm going to study at night to make sure I pass.”

His mother was very pleased to hear this and gave him a hug. John now felt that he had to keep his promise, so he tried his best to study that night. However, it was an impossible task. John had never studied late at night in his life. His eyes gradually became heavy with sleep. 
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When he awoke in the morning – the alarm had been set at 7 o'clock – he was in despair. To make matters worse, his father had just arrived home from his business trip abroad. He greeted his son warmly before bringing up the awkward subject.

“Your mother tells me you've been studying all day and all night too – trying for first position, eh? That's my boy! But even if you only pass, I won't mind.”

John smiled nervously. Being reminded about the test, he began thinking about how he could ever pass it. Then he came up with a crazy idea. Students who cheat often carry helpful chits in their pockets. Instead, John decided to record the formulas on his personal stereo. The stereo would fit neatly into his shirt pocket, the lead into his ear. He would pretend that he was wearing a hearing aid – and there was no rule against that.

“Mum's calling you down for breakfast. You can listen to that music later,” said his father, entering John’s room.

John hastily put the stereo back in the rack with the others and followed his father downstairs. John did not eat much because his mind was on other things. He was only half-listening to his father's advice, while his mother gave him tips about doing the easy questions first and leaving the difficult ones till later. John felt like screaming. He could not wait to get out of the house. 

The mobile chimed. Ten minutes to nine. 

“Oh no – look at the time! I’ll be late for the exam.”

“Don't worry, son, I'll take you in the car. I don't have any morning meeting today,” said his father.

John was about to leave when he suddenly remembered his personal stereo. He quickly dashed upstairs to get it. Then, getting into the car, John asked his father to drive as fast as possible. 
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John arrived in time for the examination. Everyone was waiting nervously for it to begin.

“You may start now,” announced the examiner. 

John looked round. It was a typical examination scene. Some students were writing furiously as if their lives depended on it, while others could only stare helplessly at the paper. Some were looking for an opportunity to cheat. 

Suddenly a cry of despair came from this third group. A new examiner had appeared in place of the friendly one. It was the dreaded Mr Potts, also known to the cheats as Hawkeye. On a bad day, he would catch two students cheating; usually, he caught four.

Hawkeye was an old-fashioned kind of person. He wore a strange hearing aid with a long wire. To him, it seemed as if John was wearing a hearing aid too. He did not know about personal stereos hidden in pockets; he only knew about chits.

John smiled as he thought about his master plan. Unlike other cheats, he was not looking at the examiner but at his own paper, so (as he had hoped) Hawkeye did not pay much attention to him.

Suddenly, Hawkeye’s loud voice rang out in the hushed hall. Someone had been caught cheating. 

This was the moment John had been waiting for. While Mr Potts dealt with the student, John switched on his personal stereo. Then, he listened carefully for the formula for formic acid. He heard:

Long live rock! 

Long live rock!

Dance to the music!

Dance to the music!

Dance with me!

Dance with me!

It was his favourite song.

But it was the last thing he wanted to hear then. John froze. He had picked up the wrong stereo. He tried to continue, but panic spread through him. He could only tackle two questions out of the ten, missing out some of the difficult parts. He was certain to fail. 

“Two minutes left!” announced Mr Potts. “Finish your work and hand in your answer scripts.”
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John went home. Luckily for him, nobody was there to question him. He went straight to bed and slept, trying to forget what had happened. When his parents came home, they decided not to wake him up but wait for the good news the next day.

The next morning, John awoke. His parents were smiling as they asked: 

“You passed, didn't you?” 

They did not wait for a reply. John did not have the courage to speak. 

“I'm arranging a party in your honour. After all, it's not every family who can say that they have a doctor in the house. I've invited all our relatives and friends. I suppose you'll want all your classmates to come. Give me a list so that I can send them invitations.” 

This was too much for John to bear. 

“Dad, there's something I must tell you.”  He produced his progress reports and handed them over.

“Is that your invitation list? I know what you're going to say. You want to invite Jimmy Burns. Well, you can, but I still think he stole my watch last time. Nothing will make me change my mind.”

“No, Dad, it's not about him,” said John impatiently. “Just read it.”

“D, D, D, E, E... Needs to work harder. What is this?”

Understanding came slowly as John confessed they were his past progress grades. He added that his admission grade would be similar.

John’s mother and father listened in stunned silence. When his father recovered from the
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