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    Introduction



    The Forgotten Founding Father



    His likeness has not been carved into the rock of Mount Rushmore, where
    iconic Founding Fathers George Washington and Thomas Jefferson dominate the
    landscape along with later presidents Abraham Lincoln and Teddy Roosevelt;
    John Jay never won the White House. His features don’t grace American
    currency, unlike those of Alexander Hamilton whose right to be honored on
    the ten-dollar bill was upheld with a bit of help from a Broadway musical.
    Unlike John Adams, John Jay was not celebrated in an award-winning
    television miniseries, although Adams praised Jay for his work in
    negotiating the Treaty of Paris which ended the American Revolution. John
    Jay was integral to the scaffolding that built 13 independent and
    quarrelsome colonies into the United States, but it seems as though he has
    disappeared from the annals of his country’s record.



    The Central Intelligence Agency, however, did not forget him for his work
    as a spymaster during the war against Great Britain that established the
    colonies as a free nation. When the CIA opened its Liaison Conference
    Center in 1997, the three meeting rooms were named for three separate areas
    of espionage. George Washington and Benjamin Franklin were recognized for
    their work in foreign intelligence and covert action. The third meeting
    room was named in honor of John Jay for his work in counterintelligence
    during the American Revolution.



    Even in these days of heightened awareness of other nations and their
    efforts to undermine American security, few people realize that John Jay
    was a spymaster in New York, sending agents on missions to determine what
    plots were afoot among the British and their Loyalist allies in New York.
    There’s irony in the fact that the exploits of the Father of American
    Counterintelligence have so effectively, albeit unintentionally, been
    concealed.



    Who is this man who was remembered more by the CIA than by historians
    devoted to the subject of American history? John Jay was the son of a
    successful merchant; French Huguenot origins on his father’s side and Dutch
    ancestry from his mother’s side made him the typical New World hybrid where
    a new ethnic identity was being forged from the different bloodlines of
    Europe. He was a cautious man who was not immediately convinced that
    independence was the desired goal as the colonies began to regard their
    British ties as a yoke of servitude. But after he was converted to the
    Patriot cause, he was committed to its success.



    He served his country as a delegate to the Continental Congress, then was
    sent abroad, first to Spain to seek recognition and a loan, and then to
    France, where he was one of the negotiators for the Treaty of Paris to
    bring the war against Great Britain to an official end. Recognizing the
    inherent weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation which had governed the
    nation in its earliest days, Jay was a supporter of the Constitution and,
    along with Alexander Hamilton and James Madison, one of the authors of the
    Federalist Papers. He served the government as the Secretary of Foreign
    Affairs and Secretary of State, and then became the first Chief Justice of
    the Supreme Court.



    His role as the negotiator of what became known as Jay’s Treaty may have
    cost him any hopes of becoming president. The Treaty was unpopular, even
    though it was pragmatic in avoiding a second war with Great Britain before
    the country was strong enough to fight it.



    John Jay had a resume that matched those of his fellow Founding Fathers.
    Why, then, is he an afterthought in the historical accounts? Historian
    Walter Stahr, his biographer, believes that the reason is Jay himself.
    “Unlike John Adams, who spent a lot of time defending his place in history,
    Jay does not spend a lot of time on that. He answers letters as they
    arrive, but doesn’t seek out writing engagements. The War of 1812 is very
    worrisome because he devoted a lot of his time to avoiding that. And he
    worried about the emerging tensions between North and South. In the end,
    he’s more worried about America than he is about John Jay.”



    It is time that this forgotten Founding Father is found.



Chapter One



    The Jays of New York



    “It has often given my pleasure to observe, that independent America was
    not composed of detached and distant territories, but that one connected
    fertile, wide-spreading country was the portion of our western sons of
    liberty. Providence has in a particular manner blessed it with a variety of
    soils and productions, and watered it with innumerable streams, for the
    delight and accommodation of its inhabitants. A succession of navigable
    waters form a kind of chain round its borders, as if to bind them together;
    while the most noble rivers in the world, running at convenient distances,
    present them with highways for the easy communication of friendly aids, and
    the mutual transportation of their various ties.”



    —John Jay



    The colony of New York was not, to be sure, as refined or elegant as that
    of the European countries where centuries of protocol had carved a rigid
    sense of class and order into society. New York had begun its existence as
    a Dutch colony known as New Amsterdam at a time when the Spanish, French,
    English, and Dutch had all sought to imprint their mastery upon the raw new
    land on the other side of the Atlantic Ocean. The Manhattan tribe had sold
    the land to the Dutch in 1626; at least that was how the Dutch viewed the
    transaction, which cost them a mere $24 worth of trinkets. But the
    Manhattan view of property did not mesh with the Western view, and the
    Indians and the Dutch eventually expressed their dissatisfaction with the
    deal in martial terms. In 1641, war broke out between the Dutch colonists
    and the Manhattan tribe, leading to the death of over 1,000 settlers and
    native Americans.



    In 1664, New Amsterdam became New York as Governor Peter Stuyvesant
    surrendered the Dutch colony to the English and the city was renamed New
    York in honor of the English Duke of York.



    Regardless of these conflicts and squabbles, the colony was an inviting one
    for people in Europe who were weary of the endless wars, the lack of
    opportunity, the rigid social structure, and the religious strife. For
    those people, the freedom offered in a new land was worth the danger, and
    they crossed the ocean in search of a way















Chapter Eight


    Retirement



    “That men should pray and fight for their own freedom, and yet keep others
    in slavery, is certainly acting a very inconsistent, as well as unjust and,
    perhaps, impious part, but the history of mankind is filled with instances
    of human improprieties.”



    —John Jay



    His term as governor ended, Jay did not wish to run for another term, and
    after he declined the nomination to become Chief Justice of the Supreme
    Court again, Jay retired to be a farmer in Westchester Counter in 1801. He
    had inherited land from his grandparents and built Bedford House there,
    near Katonah, New York. It was to this place that the Jays retired after
    leaving politics.



    Years before, in 1776, when his labor on behalf of the nation necessitated
    frequent separation from his wife, he wrote, “a kind of Confidence or Pre
    Sentiment that we shall yet enjoy many good Days together, and I indulge
    myself in imaginary Scenes of Happiness which I expect in a few Years to be
    realized. If it be a Delusion, it is a pleasing one, and therefore I
    embrace it. Should it like a Bubble vanish into Air, Resignation will blunt
    the Edge of Disappointment, and a firm Persuasion of after Bliss give me
    Consolation.”



    Those hopes were not to be. Not long after Jay retired, his wife died. In
    1807, Jay had the remains of his wife and his family members moved from the
    Manhattan family vault to Rye, where he had grown up. Despite the fact that
    the union between Jay and his wife lacks the fame of the bond between John
    and Abigail Adams, historian Joseph Ellis, who has reviewed Jay’s papers as
    resources for his writing, notes that the letters exchanged between the two
    are equal to the correspondence of the Adamses. “There’s a level of candor
    and intimacy and sharing of private thoughts that most 18th-century
    marriages didn’t have.”



    In 1813, Jay inherited his childhood home in Rye, New York after the death
    of his older brother, Peter; that property was given to Peter Augustus Jay,
    the oldest son, in 1822.



    His political life was over, and there was a new generation of political
    leaders as the Founding Fathers receded into the background. But some of
    the problems with which the Founding Fathers had grappled but had been
    unable to solve were resurfacing with a vigor that boded ill for the
    country. Slavery, of course, was perhaps the most severe of the divisions.
    Although Jay was out of the limelight, his commitment to the abolition of
    slavery was greater than his political identity, and in 1819, as Missouri
    was bidding for statehood, Jay wrote a letter condemning its entry as a
    slave state. He wrote that slavery “ought not to be introduced nor
    permitted in any of the new states.”



    Jay had not always been an abolitionist. In his earlier days he, like many
    other well-to-do New Yorkers, owned slaves. There is irony in the fact that
    colonists, when making their case against the unfair treatment of the
    British, protested that Great Britain was treating the colonists as if they
    were slaves. But in 1777, Jay had changed his position on slavery and
    drafted a law to abolish slavery in New York. The measure failed the first
    time, and then a second time when it was introduced in 1785. At issue was
    the dilemma of what to do with slaves once they were freed.



    Jay’s commitment to abolition led him to found the New York Manumission
    Society in 1785. The society coordinated boycotts against merchants
    involved in the slave trade and offered legal assistance for those freed
    slaves who were kidnapped in an attempt to force them back into servitude.
    Jay called upon the support of the New York Manumission Society when he was
    governor to pass the law calling for the gradual emancipation of New York’s
slaves. According to the law,    An Act for the Gradual Abolition of Slavery, all children born
    from July 4, 1799, to parents who were slaves would be freed, and the
    exporting of slaves would be forbidden. The law required the children to
    serve as indentured servants to the person who owned their mothers. Owners
    would not be compensated for the loss of their slaves. It was not a perfect
    solution to the issue. But by 1827, all slaves in New York were emancipated
    in what was possibly the greatest emancipation event to take place on the
    continent of North America between 1783-1861. The next emancipation would
    come about as a result of the Civil War and President Abraham Lincoln’s
    Emancipation Proclamation.



    One of Jay’s methods of fighting against slavery was to buy them and then
    give them their freedom as adults. However, this was in part altruism, and
    in part, a business transaction, as he gave them their freedom when he felt
    that they had provided sufficient work in exchange for the price he had
    paid.



    John Jay spent his retirement in caring for his farm, continuing his
    efforts for the abolition of slavery, and serving as president of the
    American Bible Society.



    On May 14, 1829, John Jay suffered a stroke. He remained alive for three
    days before dying on May 17. He had stipulated that instead of giving him
    an expensive funeral, his family was instead to donate $200 to a poor widow
    or an orphan. He was buried in the cemetery that he had established in Rye,
    which is now the oldest active cemetery associated with a person who was
    part of the American Revolution. The private cemetery is maintained by the
    descendants of John Jay.



    How has history assessed this modest Founding Father, the one who seems to
    have been forgotten? Even historian Joseph Ellis admits that when he wrote
    his book Founding Brothers, he neglected to include Jay among the
    chief architects of the United States, an omission he rectified in his
    later work, The Quartet. Ellis credits four men—George Washington,
    James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and John Jay—with the achievement of
    turning the United States from a confederation of former colonies into a
    nation. He believes that, if he is correct in his assertion, “this was
    arguably the most creative and consequential act of political leadership in
    American history.”



    One of the reasons that Jay has been so unrecognized as other Founding
    Fathers have been celebrated in media ranging from serious scholarly works
    to popular culture is that his papers were not available. Columbia
    University Professor Richard Morris had control of the Jay papers and
    documents, but it was only after the death of Morris that the papers have
    been made available in the past decade.



    Jay’s influence touched every sphere of contact for the new nation. He
    supported independence and fought a covert war as a spymaster against the
    enemies of the Americans, attended the Continental Congresses, negotiated
    international treaties, served as the first Supreme Court Justice, and
    became the governor of his home state of New York. He was the equal of the
    other Founding Fathers in his accomplishments and attributes. Perhaps, in
    his humility, he was their superior.


