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		Resources

		Although botanical line drawing doesn’t take special tools, you may still wonder about some of the best material options. This is a quick guide for you!

		PENS

		If you plan on including any watermedia (watercolors) with your illustration, you want to make sure that the ink you use doesn’t bleed. It wouldn’t matter much if you were drawing over watercolor, but often times, folks draw their flowers and then go back to add color. There are some permanent archival pens out there that will help you achieve this. They are fast drying and don’t react to water.

		The first I’ll mention is the well-known Micron pen. This pen comes in a large variety of tip sizes so you can grab what suits your fancy. The lower the number, the smaller the tip.

		The Pigeon Letters has a line of permanent archival pens called Monoline Studio. These are similar to Microns and come in sizes 01, 03, and 05. They also have a little window in the cap that lets you see the tip!

		If you’re not worried about archival-quality pens, anything will do—and I mean anything! Grab a ballpoint pen, a felt marker, a pencil, even a random crayon! The idea is to get to drawing. Doodle anytime, anywhere.

		PAPER

		Paper is another consideration if you’re using watermedia with your illustrations. Stick to mixed media (usually 98lb) or watercolor paper (140lb or higher). These papers are built to withstand water.

		If you’re just looking to draw, there are a variety of drawing papers you might see (oftentimes, these are targeted toward fine artists who draw with graphite and charcoal, so it’s not made for line drawing but works great). For practicing, I love Rhodia pads. They come in many sizes and even have guides if you want them, although I opt for the blank pads. This paper is pretty thin, though, so if you’re going for something more finished, look for Bristol paper. It’s a nice, thick paper with a smooth finish.

		That’s it! I advise you to simply start with what you have—a napkin and crayon will do. Okay, it’s not ideal, but you get the idea. Happy drawing!
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		Discover additional tips, DIY projects, art supplies, original artwork, online watch-at-your-leisure classes, and a plethora of inspiration by visiting

		Let’s See Your Work!

		#botanicallinedrawing
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		Peggy is a self-taught artist who is proud to offer a non-conventional method of accessible education to anyone who wants to thrive in the art scene. She believes that more than anything art is about empowering oneself and being proud of something you’ve created with your hands. She is an award-winning educator, and her unique approach has landed her an interview on the Today Show, amongst several other news outlets. Living her passion has allowed her to spend more time with her family in the Pacific Northwest, surrounded by the most beautiful nature in the world.
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