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The fairies are planning a magical ball,

With guests of honour and fun for them all.

They’re expecting a night full of laughter and cheer

But they’ll get a shock when my goblins appear!

 

Adventures and treats will be things of the past,

And I’ll beat those troublesome fairies at last.

My iciest magic will blast through the room

And the world will be plunged into grimness and gloom!
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“I wonder what adventures Louis and Caroline have arranged for us this evening,” said Kirsty Tate, smiling at her best friend, Rachel Walker, across the grand banqueting table.

It was the spring holidays, and they were staying at Golden Palace for Kids’ Week, a special event for children. Louis and Caroline were the palace stewards, and they had been looking after the children all week as if they were royalty.
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“I’m sure they’ll have something wonderful planned,” said Rachel, scraping the last bit of strawberry ice cream from her silver bowl.


The grand Banqueting Hall was looking very beautiful, full of twinkling candles and lights. Kirsty gazed thoughtfully out of the large, round window at the end of the hall. It was twilight, but she could see the silhouette of the palace’s crumbling old tower.
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It rose up majestically from the battlements against the purple sky, and it was the only place that the children were not allowed to go.

“I wish they would let us climb all the way up to the top of the tower,” Kirsty said. “I’d love to explore it!”

“It sounds a bit scary to me,” said a girl called Victoria, who was sitting next to Kirsty. “I’m not feeling very adventurous.”

Rachel and Kirsty exchanged a secret smile. They had already had plenty of adventures that week, helping their friends, the Princess Fairies, get their magic tiaras back from Jack Frost and his goblins. So far they had found the tiaras that belonged to Princess Honor the Happy Days Fairy, Princess Demi the Dressing-Up Fairy and Princess Anya the Cuddly Creatures Fairy. But there were still four more to find.

Each of the Princess Fairies looked after a special area of fairy magic. Without their magical tiaras, things would go wrong in both the human and fairy worlds. Jack Frost and his mischievous goblins had stolen them during a ball at the Fairyland Palace, and brought them to the human world. Queen Titania had not been able to stop him from taking the tiaras, but she had used her magic to make sure that they would be hidden at Golden Palace. Now the fairies were depending on Rachel and Kirsty to help them find the tiaras.

Just then, Victoria gave a cry of surprise. “Look!” she exclaimed. “Why didn’t we notice that before?”
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There was a tall vase in the centre of the big banqueting table, containing long-stemmed pink roses. But Victoria had noticed that there was something tucked among the roses – a mysterious scroll of parchment. She picked it up and read it aloud:

 

To our Kids’ Week guests

 

“Ooh, it must be about tonight’s activity!” said Rachel excitedly. “Quick, open it!”

Victoria took the scroll from among the roses, being careful not to damage any of the petals. She unrolled it and everyone gathered around her to see what it said. The instructions were written in large, gold letters.

 

Meet us where adventures flow

Among the pages white as snow.

A room containing tales of glory

Within each bound and printed story.

 

“That sounds a bit complicated,” said a boy called Arthur.
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“I hope it isn’t anything too difficult,” said Victoria.

Rachel and Kirsty exchanged a surprised glance. The other children had seemed to enjoy their other activities and adventures. But now they weren’t even interested in solving the riddle.

“Pages and printed stories,” said Rachel. “What room contains those things? Oh, I know! The library!”

“You’re right!” said Kirsty. “Come on, I expect they’ll be waiting for us there.”

The children left the Banqueting Hall and walked across the polished entrance hall to the foot of the Grand Staircase. Flickering candles lit their way as they walked slowly up towards the library. Suddenly, Victoria and Arthur stopped in their tracks. Arthur turned white, and Victoria raised a trembling hand to point to a shadow on the wall.

“It’s a g…ghost!” she squeaked.
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Everyone except Kirsty and Rachel shrieked and clutched at each other. The girls caught a fleeting glimpse of a dark shape, but then it vanished.

“Did you see that?” asked Kirsty.

Rachel nodded. “I couldn’t tell what it was, though,” she said. “It disappeared too quickly.”

“It was a ghost,” said Arthur in a terrified whisper. “A ghost of a king from long ago who used to live here.”

“I’m sure it can’t really have been a ghost,” said Rachel sensibly.

“It was probably just a weird shadow from the candle flames,” Kirsty added.

They both felt a bit surprised that the other children were so scared!

“Let’s run the rest of the way!” said Victoria in a shaky voice.
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They all hurried up the stairs and darted into the library. It was lined with bookcases made of polished oak, and the lamps around the room were burning brightly. On a rug in the middle of the room, a large cloth covered a mysterious pile. But the palace stewards were nowhere to be seen.

“Where are Louis and Caroline?” asked Kirsty, looking around.

“M…aybe the ghost has taken them to the tower,” stammered Arthur. “M… maybe they know that it’s haunted, and that’s why we’re not allowed up there!”

A squeaking sound made them jump, and then one of the bookcases began to move. It spun around and everyone shrieked…then burst into laughter. Caroline and Louis were revealed in front of them!
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“Sorry to scare you all,” chuckled Louis. “We thought you might like to see one of our secret hiding places!”

“How does it work?” asked Rachel in excitement.

Louis showed them a vase on one of the shelves.

“This isn’t really a vase at all,” he explained. “It’s a secret lever!”
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He tipped the vase towards him by its neck, and the bookcase spun around again, taking Louis with it and hiding him from sight. They heard him chuckle on the other side of the bookcase, and then it turned and brought him back into the library.

“It’s a wonderful trick,” said Kirsty. “I wish we had one of those at home!”

“I hope we didn’t frighten you,” said Caroline.

[image: images]

“It’s just that we had a bit of a scare on the Grand Staircase,” Victoria explained.

When the stewards heard what the children had seen, Caroline shook her head with a smile.

“I promise you, there’s no such thing as ghosts,” she said. “What you saw was probably the shadows of clouds scudding across the moon.”

“We thought that the ghost might have taken you to the tower,” Arthur whispered. “We guessed it was haunted.”

“The tower isn’t haunted,” Caroline assured him. “But it’s very old and some of the steps are missing, so that’s why we ask you not to go up there.”

[image: images]

“Now,” said Louis in a cheerful voice. “Get into pairs, everyone.”

Rachel clasped Kirsty’s hand. They watched as Louis and Caroline pulled away the cloth on the rug. Underneath was a pile of party bags.

“Help yourselves. One bag per pair,” said Caroline.
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Rachel and Kirsty excitedly chose a bag and peeped inside. It contained two torches, a small scroll and two crowns.

“All the crowns are missing their jewels,” Louis explained. “Tonight’s activity is a treasure hunt around the palace to find the jewels!”

The children gave little gasps of excitement, and Louis grinned at them.
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“On the scrolls you will find some clues,” he said. “By following the clues, you will find the missing jewel stickers to complete your crowns. The clues for each pair are different, so you will be spread throughout the palace. The
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* *
Meet the
Princess Fairies *

Jack Frost has stolen the Princess Fairies' special tiaras.
Kirsty and Rachel must get them back, or all the magic

in the world will fade away!
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