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Introduction

Chapter eleven of the Book of Hebrews provides the following definition for faith:

“Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”

At first glance, it may seem something distant and unconnected with everyday life, but if we reflect a little bit, we will see faith in the smallest details.

A person sets their alarm believing they will be alive the next day. Someone who is sick believes that they will get better and be cured. In general, people believe the future will be better; they believe the crisis and struggles will be overcome. Even if there is no evidence, there is faith.

Faith is even more powerful when it is supported by God and his power. The one who trusts believes that all things are possible, believes that everything will always be better, and believes that God is always in their path, no matter the situation they are facing.

Genuine faith sees no difficulties, impediments, obstacles, or impossibilities. Jesus Christ himself said that all things are possible to the one who believes. He did not say some things are possible, He said everything is possible. Furthermore, Jesus also said that with God all things are possible.

Combine these two certainties, and you will have the greatest power someone has ever dreamed of. All things will be possible with your faith and God’s help.
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The experienced doctor Alberto Calixto was impressed about what he was seeing. That seemed impossible to happen; in all his twenty years of oncology, he had never witnessed anything like that.

“I can’t continue!” he exclaimed in surprise to the surgical team.

“Why?” asked his assistant.

“There are no tumors here!”

“What?” the assistant was surprised. “All the exams showed tumors.”

“I know what the exams have shown.”

Alberto walked towards some monitors where image exams were. He looked attentively at them. The images were unquestionable; there were tumors in the patient’s abdomen. However, the reality was totally the opposite.

The patient’s abdomen was open, and there was no sign that one day he had a tumor. All his organs were plenty healthy.

“Let’s close him,” Alberto said. “I think I know what happened here...”

Alberto was assisting that patient, a middle-aged man, for a few months.

At the first medical appointment, Alberto noticed the man was confident and had a contagious smile.

“Good morning, doctor!” the man said with excitement.

“Good morning, André,” the doctor replied seriously.

“How about your day? Are you having a good day?” André continued in the same enthusiastic tone.

Alberto sighed and said, discouraged, “André, I’m an oncologist. How can I have a good day?”

“I know your work can seem hard and sad. But you can introduce the patients to a new treatment and give them hope. You may say a better diagnosis than the patient was hoping. And things like that.”

“Maybe,” Alberto replied, discouraged.

“What are the pieces of news for me?”

“André, unfortunately, I don’t have good news,” replied uncomfortably.

“What happened? Weren’t my exams as expected?”

“Your exams confirmed the suspicions of the doctor who referred you to an oncologist. You have some tumors in your abdomen.”

“Oh, my God!” André was amazed. “And now, what I’ll do?”

“You’ll start chemotherapy.”

“Will it be effective?”

“This treatment is effective in cases like yours.”

“Thank God!” André replied excitedly, “And also thank the doctor and the medicines,” he smiled.

“Do you believe in God?”

“Of course! You don’t?”

“I don’t believe in God.”

“Doctor, you should be the first one to believe.”

“Why?”

“You studied the human body, its functions, systems, cells, and everything else. You know and see the perfection of each of us. You can see God’s work more than the others.”

“Perhaps it’s because of it that I don’t believe. I see how and why everything is working. I can explain most things.”

“But this it’s not a reason to disbelieve in God. We can explain how too many things work; however, this doesn’t mean we can’t believe in God. We can see his action upon everything and understand how it works too.”

“This is an interesting point of view. But let’s talk about your treatment.”

“Alright.”

Alberto explained all the details to André. The patient was attentive to all the doctor’s words. As soon as he had some doubt, he asked. The doctor was very polite and replied to each of his doubts.

After all the explanations, Alberto said, “Are you ready for the treatment?”

“I have to be ready!” André replied confidently, “I’ll overcome this sickness with God’s help.”

“Do you really believe that God can help you?”

“I do.”

“Why?”

“Because I know God. He never put his children to shame. He never lets his children perish.”

“If that’s true, why do you have cancer?”

Alberto was testing André’s faith.

“God always has a purpose in all things. Now, I don’t know why. If God wants, he’ll show me the reason. If he doesn’t, it’s alright. I trust in him.” André replied, assured because he had no doubts about God’s plan.

All these believers say the same thing. I think these words comfort them in the face of the tragedy of cancer. Alberto thought.

The doctor replied, “I see you’re a man of faith.”

He smiled and said, “Maybe the doctor can come to my side.”

“It would take something extremely unusual to change my mind,” Alberto replied, seriously.

“There’s nothing impossible to God!”

They talked about other treatment details, and so they said goodbye.

Alberto continued his medical appointments. The next one was a young lady with breast cancer. Her treatment was at an advanced stage, and she was weak due to the
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