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    A to B was produced by JFR Productions in association with Soho Theatre and HighTide Theatre, and first performed at Soho Theatre, London, on 12 June 2026 with the following cast:
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          BRIANNA
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          Director

        

        	

        	
          Ewa Dina

        
      


      
        	
          Producer

        

        	

        	
          Jasmyn Fisher-Ryner

          (for JFR Productions)

        
      


      
        	
          Associate Producer

        

        	

        	
          Suher Sofi

        
      


      
        	
          Set & Costume Designer

        

        	

        	
          Sange Falase

        
      


      
        	
          Lighting Designer

        

        	

        	
          Cheng Keng

        
      


      
        	
          Sound Designer & Composer

        

        	

        	
          Khalil Madovi

        
      


      
        	
          Movement Director

        

        	

        	
          Jade Hackett

        
      


      
        	
          Production Manager

        

        	

        	
          Herbe Walmsley

        
      


      
        	
          Dramaturg

        

        	

        	
          Titilola Dawudu

        
      


      
        	
          Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Danielle Adéyínka-Uchè

        
      


      
        	
          Stage Manager

        

        	

        	
          Joshua Cole-Brown

        
      


      
        	
          Cover Photography

        

        	

        	
          Courtney Nathan Phillip

        
      


      
        	
          Post-Production Edit

        

        	

        	
          David Oldenburg

        
      


      
        	
          Marketing

        

        	

        	
          Mobius Industries

        
      


      
        	
          PR

        

        	

        	
          Oliva O’Neill

          (for Chloé Nelkin Consulting)

        
      

    

  

  
    
      
    


    Characters


    AMANI, Black. Early twenties


    BRIANNA, Black. Early twenties


    Both characters speak in BBE (Black British English)/MLE (Multicultural London English) and code-switch into Jamaican patois, as well as embodying other characters who speak in similar registers and riddims.


    Notes on Text


    ( – ) at the end of a line indicates an interruption/cut-off.


    ( – ) by itself indicates a breath or a break in time.


    ( / ) indicates lines spoken at the same time.


    ( *** ) indicates a new scene.

  

  
    



      AMANI springs into life.


      AMANI I wake up like a man on a mission.


      A man


      On a mission


      To look as LENG as humanly possible


      To impress a girl


      That he’s never met


      That he’s gonna meet…


      Today!


      Beat.


      Naturally,


      On account of being


      This thing called


      Black…


      I don’t gotta do too much.


      The leng-ness comes pre-installed.


      Pre-loaded.


      Pre-arranged…


      Especially in these summer months


      Where you might as well call the sun a waiter…


      With the way that it’s been serving


      Me


      And my skin.


      But today’s different


      Special


      Important


      So it can’t be no ‘moisturise and go’ ting.


      A phone alarm sounds, and BRIANNA tries her best.


      BRIANNA I wake up like a woman on a mission.


      A woman


      On a mission


      To go RIGHT back to sleep!


      Her snooze alarm goes off again.


      I wake up.


      (Yawning.)


      For real this time!


      And roll over with a yawn and a stretch to find that


      To my HORROR


      I’m making direct eye contact with my bonnet


      BRIANNA frantically touches the top of her head, sighs.


      What a way to start the day, huh.


      THE day.


      The day that you’ve been


      high-key


      DREADING


      Ever since you agreed to it…


      Maybe


      Possibly


      The ONLY day


      Where you actually need to look


      Kind of decent…


      No!


      Where you actually need to look better than you’ve EVER looked.


      Because when you’re dealing with matters of the heart –


      You have to be smart


      And I got like three A-stars


      So


      I’m more than qualified…


      Yeah.


      Beat.


      Okay I lied


      ’Cause I do better with plans


      And less good with ‘vibes’


      Like, if there was a guide


      To this stuff


      I’d be ABSOLUTELY fine


      But if I mess this up,


      I’ll be replaying it for the next three to five –


      AMANI I open my phone to find her picture


      AMANI takes out his phone, starts scrolling.


      Buried deep in my camera roll by now


      But there, nonetheless


      And usually I’m not one to get too excited but DAMN!


      –


      Maybe he shows an audience member a picture of her.


      We’d look good together, innit?


      –


      I’d be lying if I said I wasn’t


      Low-key


      Absolutely


      Bricking it…


      ’Cause I’ve never done this sorta thing before…


      Like,


      Obviously I don’t mean dating


      ’Cause all you gotta do is look at me to know


      That I have NO PROBLEMS


      In the ‘getting gyal’ department


      If I do say so myself…


      But yeah,


      I’ve never done the ‘blind dating’ thing.


      I can’t lie


      I always thought it was something that sad, old, gyal-less people did when they were bored


      And lonely…


      But here I am:


      Not sad


      Not old


      And definitely not gyal-less!


      Might be a bit bored, though.


      Might be why I agreed to it.


      Might be why I thought ‘yeah… why not?


      Just this once.’


      BRIANNA I mean,


      I thought it was a dumb idea


      But I really wanted to put myself out there this summer.


      Say yes more.


      To everything.


      And I think I meant that more… creatively


      But I guess it can extend to… this stuff, too.


      BOTH ’Cause how am I gonna have the summer to end all summers


      With no one to share it with?


      Beat.


      AMANI My friends set it up.


      BRIANNA Leema and KB…


      AMANI Leema yeah,


      She’s like the second-best poet I know


      Second after me, of course.


      Can’t lie,


      She’s a bit too inna my love life


      But I’ve known her for time, innit.


      Since primary-school days.


      And we came up together, so I let it slide.


      BRIANNA And KB:


      He’s this bad-boy music producer…


      The first person I met on the scene


      That wasn’t a complete dickhead…


      He let me photograph some of his events when


      I was just starting out


      So I kinda owe it to him to say yes sometimes.


      And anyways,


      Him and Leema are kinda joined at the hip these days,


      So her ideas


      AMANI Become his ideas


      BOTH Becomes ‘their idea’


      BRIANNA Becomes:


      (Leema. A bit posh.) ‘So we had this idea…’


      AMANI (KB. MLE accent, sounds permanently zooted.)


      ‘And you’re gonna wanna say no…’


      BRIANNA (Leema.) ‘You’re gonna think you’re too cool for it


      Because you think you’re too cool for everything…’


      AMANI (KB.) ‘But there’s this girl – ’


      I said no.


      At first.


      And I was quick wid it.


      Armed wid it.


      Word already on the back of my tongue as soon as she said the word ‘idea’ –


      But then KB was like,


      (KB.) ‘Listen,


      She’s creative, like you


      She takes pictures


      And she’s like…


      Your type to a T, bro.’


      And just as my mind started imagining all the possibilities –


      ’Cause really and truly,


      I’m not that picky –


      As long as she’s melanated –


      He pulls out his phone


      And pulls up her picture…


      BRIANNA (Leema.) ‘He’s cute, right?’


      Leema said,


      Handing me the phone.


      And she’s not exactly… wrong.


      But also, like… if you think he’s so cute, you date him!


      Hypothetically of course,


      ’Cause the only men that girl has ever liked


      Have been fictional.


      –


      So yeah,


      I guess he’s cute.


      He’s got this


      Boyish


      Familiar


      Thing about his face…


      Shoulders all relaxed


      Showing levels of laid-back that


      I can only aspire to.


      This


      Look –


      A smile –


      In his eyes


      Contagious


      Like he’s someone I could’ve known my whole life…


      –


      So, yeah.


      He’s just okay.


      I guess I could look at his face for a couple of hours.


      Yeah.


      –


      Leema airdrops the picture to me.


      She says it’s so I can look at it


      Whenever I feel like changing my mind.


      AMANI (KB.) ‘And don’t take it too serious, Bri…


      Amani’s not that guy.


      I know you, you’ll say yes then find ten reasons not to go.’


      –


      You know what I said before about not really having a type like that…?


      Yeah, well


      I lied.


      ’Cause it’s her.


      ’Cause in the pic,


      She’s laughing


      All unguarded


      Open-hearted


      Something… different.


      Beat.


      Her name’s ‘Brianna’


      BRIANNA His name’s ‘Amani’


      AMANI She’s ‘of the islands’


      Like moi.


      So I’m thinking…


      (Demonstrating his waistline.)


      Carni


      For the


      Second date?


      BRIANNA He’s Jamaican.


      And don’t get me wrong, I love my people dem


      But…


      She shudders jokily.


      AMANI She’s a student.


      A student artist.


      And I don’t know how those two things really fit together


      ’Cause me, personally…


      My type of art can’t be taught, you get me?


      It’s why I didn’t go uni.


      BRIANNA He doesn’t go uni.


      His first strike in my mum’s eyes.


      You know, I told her that only way I’d get a degree


      Was if it was in photography.


      She said that freelance is just a fancy word for ‘broke-by-choice’,


      Said pictures don’t pay rent,


      ‘Dem nuh protect when tings guh left.’


      But


      My academic record was UNTOUCHABLE,


      So she couldn’t say no…


      What she did say, though…


      Was ‘Just wait.’


      ’Cause the real world always wins,


      Seeps from the corners of your perfect picture


      To swallow you whole


      Said one day it’ll catch you slipping


      And remind you where you actually are


      So it’s always important to hold onto control.


      According to her, this summer was gonna show me that truth.


      So,


      Yeah


      I guess I’ve got a bit more than love stuff to prove.


      Beat.


      He’s a writer.


      A poet.


      And that’s somehow worse ’cause…


      She shudders.


      After God, fear men who are good with their words.


      AMANI She’s a photographer.


      And I don’t really mind


      ’Cause


      Cameras love me


      Naturally.


      And maybe, if the date goes well… she’ll get my fit pics right.


      BRIANNA I remember this one time


      I was at a networking thing with a friend when this ‘poet’ tried to move to me using modified Dave bars??


      AMANI becomes the ‘poet’ and drops the aforementioned ‘modified Dave bars’.


      I hope this one’s got a bit more to say.


      AMANI Writing’s always been my thing


      Like,


      When I was younger, I didn’t really get it.


      I’d just scribble stuff down.


      Stuff I couldn’t say out loud.


      But after Mum…


      I started writing letters to her.


      Poems…


      But I didn’t know it, then.


      About school


      About Dad


      About Nan


      Fussing over me every second of the day


      I’d…


      Fold them up


      Slide them into envelopes


      Like I was gonna send them somewhere


      Like heaven’s got a post box,


      Or something.


      Beat.


      But it helped.


      Made me feel like there could be power in my words


      Like my words could cross dimensions


      To her.


      And it just stuck.


      And now it’s what I do


      For anyone who’ll listen.


      Don’t get me wrong
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