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			Advance Praise for Heroism and Hope

			“In Heroism and Hope, Dr. David Bryfman zeroes in on a key factor that shapes our comprehension and worldview like no other: education. Bryfman’s wealth of experience in the field of Jewish and Israel education has generated an indispensable tool or understanding the reverberations of the October 7 rupture throughout the Jewish world. I am confident this book will enrich the important conversations beginning to take place since, concerning the scope and particularly the focus of Israel education, and I am sincerely encouraged by the vision its author presents.”

			—President, State of Israel, Isaac Herzog

			“David Bryfman has long been one of the most thoughtful, bold, and creative thinkers in the field of Israel education. In Heroism and Hope, he brings that insight to one of the defining challenges facing the Jewish community today: how to educate a new generation of Jews about Israel in the aftermath of October 7. With intellectual honesty and deep educational wisdom, Bryfman challenges educators to move beyond slogans and reactive advocacy toward a richer, more meaningful approach, one that embraces complexity, strengthens Jewish identity, and fosters genuine connection to Israel and the Jewish people. At a moment of uncertainty and searching, this book offers both clarity and hope. It is an important and timely contribution to the evolving field of Israel education.”

			—Rabbi B. Elka Abrahamson, president, The Wexner Foundation

			“Bryfman has written the definitive manifesto for Israel education in this new era. He understands that Israel is central to the development of Jewish identity, and this book will ensure that educators at every level also see this truth. As too many today are playing whack-a-mole, dealing with the latest antisemitic incident of the moment, Bryfman counsels us to play the long game. He understands that to make sure our next generation cares about Jewish Peoplehood, they must have pride—including pride in Israel—which comes from a combination of deep Jewish knowledge and intimate personal connection. Bryfman offers us the recipe; now it’s up to our educators to cook up this new batch of chicken soup for the Jewish soul.”

			—Zack Bodner, president and CEO, Oshman Family JCC

			“In a world dominated by binaries, generational divides, and hardening hearts, the need for Israel education that is both substantive and textured has never been more acute. Dr. David Bryfman, the preeminent Israel educator of our age, has provided us with an inspired and inspiring vade mecum for navigating our uncharted terrain. Anyone invested in the future of Jewish and Israel education would do well to read it, teach from it, and return to it often.”

			—Rabbi Dr. Elliot Cosgrove, Park Avenue Synagogue

			“In Heroism and Hope, David Bryfman offers not slogans but soul-work, reminding us that loving Israel means teaching it truthfully, bravely, and with deep faith in our learners’ capacity for nuance and empathy. This is essential reading for anyone committed to raising a Jewish generation rooted in integrity, peoplehood, and hope.”

			—Rabbi Menachem Creditor, scholar-in-residence, UJA-Federation of New York

			“Across global Jewish education—from day schools to summer camps—educators everywhere have felt the ground shift beneath their feet since October 7. Bryfman’s Heroism and Hope speaks to all of them, across denominations and geographies, with a shared language of purpose, resilience, and love for the Jewish people. With intellectual honesty and incisive clarity, the book diagnoses the challenges of contemporary Israel education and proposes a bold reconceptualization rooted in Jewish thought and modern pedagogy.”

			—Dr. Howard Deitcher, Melton Centre for Jewish Education at the Hebrew University

			“David Bryfman has given us a powerful manifesto and call to action to reimagine Israel education for a post–October 7 world. At once personal and philosophical and practical, this book is an essential guide to reshaping Israel education for a new generation of educators and learners. David is one of the most insightful thinkers on Jewish and Israel education today, and he offers a visionary and proactive framework for educators and stakeholders in the field, as well as tangible ideas for the changes needed to ensure Israel education is relevant and integral to forging strong Jewish identity, peoplehood, and commitment to Israel for the future. At a pivotal turning point for the Jewish people and Israel, Heroism and Hope is an important contribution to our community and our canon.”

			—Lisa Eisen, co-president, Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Philanthropies

			“In a moment defined by shock, division, and exhaustion, Heroism and Hope offers something rare: a path forward grounded in trust in educators and faith in learners. David Bryfman brings wisdom, honesty, and heart to the hardest questions facing Israel education after October 7. This book reminds us that good education does not shield young people from complexity—it prepares them to meet it with courage.”

			—Barry Finestone, president and CEO, Jim Joseph Foundation

			“In the wake of October 7 and its aftermath, urgent questions have emerged about the past, present, and future of Jewish and Israel education. In Heroism and Hope, Dr. David Bryfman confronts these questions with clarity, honesty, and deep care for the field he has helped shape. Bryfman challenges educators to engage Israel and the Jewish community as they truly are—layered, complex, and often uncomfortable. Bryfman reminds us that Israel education cannot be reduced to advocacy, messaging, or certainty. With intellectual rigor and moral seriousness, he invites us to rethink the relationship between educator and learner, to expand the frameworks through which we teach about Israel, and to embrace the reality that meaningful Israel education must hold complexity rather than avoid it. In doing so, he reminds us that grappling with difficult questions is not a threat to connection with Israel; it is the very foundation of an authentic and enduring one. Written with both urgency and hope, this book calls on educators, communal leaders, and learners alike to lean into diversity of thought, deepen their understanding, and recommit to the educational work that lies ahead. Heroism and Hope is essential reading for anyone seeking to understand where Israel education stands today—and to imagine where it must go next.”

			—Dr. Keren E. Fraiman, vice president and chief academic officer, Spertus Institute for Jewish Learning and Leadership

			“October 7 and its aftermath has forced a deep reset for the entire field of Israel education. David Bryfman, one of the most trusted educators in Jewish life, has written an important new book, Heroism and Hope, which is a guidebook we all need. Probing, agitational, balanced, and wise without the false certainty of an idealogue, his book will help educators successfully navigate the daunting new minefield that is Israel education into a more promising future.”

			—Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president, Union for Reform Judaism

			“In a world shaken by October 7, David Bryfman offers something Jewish education urgently needed: intellectual courage and genuine hope. Heroism and Hope does not avoid different opinions; it embraces them—and reminds us that educating about Israel is not about defending positions, but about enabling people capable of thinking, feeling, and engaging deeply. The type of Zionism which inspires me is the one expressed in the Declaration of Independence: one that calls for diversity, honors the dignity of every person, and perceives democracy as a value, not merely as a system. Bryfman writes with that same spirit. This book is a compass for educators who, amid the background noise, still believe that the Jewish people can unite around what makes us greater, not what divides us.”

			—Silvio Joskowicz, chairman of the Department of Zionist Enterprises, World Zionist Organization

			“As David’s Israeli colleague (and hopefully friend), we’ve been working in the Israel education field together for many years—navigating some of the most complex challenges we’ve ever known in the past two and a half years. What I appreciate about Heroism and Hope is the books’ vulnerable approach in naming truths many of us are carrying about why Israel education matters, and even more so right now. I see this book as an invitation to put our hearts on the table—and our heads and hands to work in restoring hopeful Israel education.”

			—Dr. Shelley Kedar, chief impact officer, The Jewish Agency for Israel

			“A must read for all who care about Israel and Jewish education. Essential for teachers, executives, foundation and communal leaders who are wrestling with the complex Jewish educational issues in our post–October 7 world.”

			—Dr. John Ruskay, executive vice president emeritus, UJA-Federation of New York

			“This work demonstrates most clearly why David Bryfman is thought of as the Dean of Jewish and Israel Education of North America. His capacity to turn the tough questions of post–October 7 Jewish life into educator lessons is both profound and uplifting. Not since Jonathan Woocher’s Sacred Survival has there been a work that so speaks to this moment in diaspora Jewish life. It needs to be read by stakeholders well beyond educators. All those with an investment in the future of the Jewish community would benefit from its lessons.”

			—Dr. Jeffrey R. Solomon, president emeritus, Andrea and Charles Bronfman Philanthropies

			“David has presented a challenging—even controversial in parts—picture of the changing face of diaspora Jewry’s relationship with Israel and their own Jewish identity. Charmingly and effectively, he has done this in parallel to his personal journey from his formative years in Australia, to his current very senior position in Jewish education in the largest diaspora Jewish community in the world. David details the profound effect October 7 had on his own sense of Jewishness and peoplehood, whilst turning this personal and at times questioning thoughtful assessment into a guide for the contemporary Jewish educator. Raising multiple layers of insight and encouraging a more generation-appropriate discussion of dilemmas, rather than providing one-dimensional prescriptive answers that are no longer fit for purpose. A wonderful addition to assist the Jewish educators of today.”

			—Dr. Ron Weiser, Past President of the Zionist Federation of Australia and Member of the Board of Governors of the Jewish Agency for Israel

			“This book is a thoughtful call to recharge Israel education for a new era. David Bryfman pushes educators beyond talking points and toward something deeper: helping learners wrestle with identity, peoplehood, and Israel’s place in Jewish life. At a moment when those questions feel especially urgent, this is an important and valuable contribution.” 

			—Dr. Noam L. Weissman, EVP, OpenDor Media 

			“The trauma of October 7 is all-encompassing but fails to provide us with a vision for the future of Israel education. Bryfman provides that vision by teaching us to focus on Jewish peoplehood, valuing our common destiny as well as our differences, and arguing for a recharged identity infused with knowledge, joy, responsibility, and hope.” 

			—Rabbi Dr. Raphael Zarum, Dean, London School of Jewish Studies
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			The day that Eliot and Rebecca told me that their cousin was one of the hostages and the day we found out that Hersh was murdered.

			The days that Yaffa’s and Abby’s nephews—both named Yakir—were IDF soldiers killed in battle.

			The day when Dalia—sister-in-law of one freed hostage, Iair, and one hostage still in captivity, Eitan (since also returned home alive)—attended my daughter’s Bat Mitzvah.

			The day Ayala, and then Osnat, and then so many others, told me that their husbands were being called up to reserve duty again, each after having already served over three hundred days.

			***

			The whole world reads headlines and scrolls social media.

			We Jewish educators have colleagues who are friends, who are family, who are the Jewish people, and all of us now hold their names and faces and voices and stories.

			This book is written in honor of the victims of October 7 and its aftermath.

			To those who were taken hostage, to the Israeli soldiers who have given their lives to defend the Jewish people, to those who have lost their lives under the barrage of missiles, and to all of the innocent souls in Israel, in Gaza, and around the world who have lost their lives and been wounded since that fateful day.

			This book is dedicated to the tens of thousands of Jewish educators around the world, who, despite their own challenges and struggles, have committed their lives to bearing witness, creating memory, and ensuring that we will all dance again and again and again.
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			Foreword

			October 7 has left an indelible mark on Jewish consciousness. In its wake, educators have navigated grief, fear, anger, solidarity, and profound moral questioning—often simultaneously. The instinct to respond swiftly is understandable, as students seek answers, communities seek clarity, leaders seek language, and institutions feel pressure to provide direction.

			Yet education—just as identity and communal cohesion—cannot be sustained by urgency alone.

			Moments of rupture demand not only response, but reflection as well. If educational work remains confined to reaction, horizons narrow and complexity is reduced. The deeper responsibility of education is not only to address events as they unfold, but to consider what kinds of moral, historical, and civic understanding we seek to cultivate over time.

			This volume enters that demanding terrain not as a closed system or a tightly structured treatise under a single conceptual canopy. Rather, it unfolds as the author’s personal, and at times deeply intimate journey, engages insights, tensions, challenges, and opportunities in the shadow of crisis. Its pages reflect an educator thinking in motion, wrestling with questions, testing assumptions, and exploring possibilities with seriousness, concern, hope, and intent.

			The author, David Bryfman, is a recognized leader in the field of Jewish and Israel education. His institutional leadership and ongoing engagement with educators across diverse contexts provide his work with practical grounding and field awareness. That experience is evident throughout the volume, particularly in its attention to real educational settings and lived institutional realities.

			The distinguished educator Barry Chazan has long reminded us that our task is to strive for conceptual clarity while acknowledging the irreducible ambiguity that accompanies any genuine search for understanding. We aim to say what we mean, yet we recognize that meaning unfolds dialogically, historically, and often painfully. Clarity does not eliminate complexity; it dignifies it. Ambiguity does not excuse confusion, but it demands intellectual responsibility, emotional investment, and an empowered sense of humility. Consequently, this foreword should not be read as unqualified endorsement of every argument or formulation within the book. Readers may find areas of strong agreement, areas that invite further development, and areas that stimulate ongoing discussion. Such diversity of response is not a weakness of the work; it is a natural feature of serious engagement with events, ideas, and beliefs unfolding in real time. The purpose here is to position the book within the professional conversation it seeks to advance, not to signal blanket agreement with each of its assumptions or claims.

			There is particular value in the book’s decision to proceed in a mode of personal exploration rather than formal systematization on behalf of the field. In periods of upheaval, premature conceptual closure can obscure complexity and limit understanding. What is often needed first is disciplined reflection—the willingness to articulate dilemmas clearly, to acknowledge competing commitments, and to consider constructive pathways without overstating certainty. Sure, some proposals offered in this book will resonate immediately; others may spark principled disagreement—but is that not precisely the goal of educational leadership in the first place? It is not argument that we should fear—it is apathy, timidity, conceptual thinness, or moral fatigue that plague these conversations.

			The contribution of this volume lies in that engagement. It resists reducing education to messaging and instead attempts to hold together Israel, Jewish peoplehood, responsibility, and moral complexity within a suggested educational frame. It recognizes that removing oneself from zones-of-comfort is essential to meaningful educational work—and that it is a trait we must all learn to master.

			No single book can resolve the profound challenges currently facing Jewish and Israel education. In that sense, the book should be read as part of an ongoing educational endeavor, its value rooted not in finality but in advancement: provoking conversation, sharpening reflection, and encouraging thoughtful discourse at a moment when both clarity and humility are required.

			For our part, I hope this work is engaged seriously and critically, neither embraced unreflectively nor dismissed reflexively. Our field advances not through unanimity but through principled debate anchored in shared purpose and disciplined thought.

			For his genuine effort to trigger such important discourse, David Bryfman deserves our gratitude.

			Dr. Zohar Raviv

		

	
		
			Introduction

			The Education We Thought We Gave

			In the days, weeks, and months following October 7, I began to sense that something had gone very wrong in my chosen field of Jewish and Israel education.

			My phone did not stop ringing and my email and WhatsApp did not stop pinging. The calls were not from journalists, politicians, security experts, or lobbyists. They were from parents, grandparents, communal leaders, donors, and educators. Many of them were shaken, angry, and in some cases genuinely disoriented.

			Their questions were blunt, sometimes accusatory and some-times despairing. How did Jewish education fail so badly that Jewish students had ended up pitching tents at Columbia University—and then across the United States and the world—chanting slogans that seemed to place them not just outside the Jewish community but in opposition to it? How had they come to join a political movement that approved of the slaughter of over 1,000 Jews and, in many cases, actively supported those who committed it?

			At first, I tried to answer with data. I explained that not all the protesters were students, let alone Jewish. I reminded them the loudest voices were not always the most representative.

			None of it mattered. Statistics offered no comfort in the face of what people were witnessing. Ideas that were once on the margins of academic discourse had become normalized in elite institutions and were now infecting the larger society. Those who held them did not criticize Israeli policies but recast Zionism itself as a moral crime and Jewish identity as inherently suspect.

			It was not long before a second wave of calls began to arrive. They were angrier, younger, and aimed in the opposite direction.

			These callers were often in their twenties and thirties. Some were teenagers. They accused the Jewish community of deception. You didn’t tell us the whole story, they said. You lied. They used a newly weaponized vocabulary—colonialism, apartheid, genocide. These terms had been stripped of their historical and legal definitions and redeployed as moral condemnations. Zionism, once understood as a movement of Jewish self-determination, had been flattened into a slur. Israel was no longer a country but a symbol of everything these callers had been taught to reject.

			These voices came from what we lazily call the “right” and the “left,” from “Zionists” and “anti-Zionists.” They were not fringe. They were not rare. And it was clear that they were not going away.

			What united all those who contacted me, beyond shock and fury, was a shared belief that Jewish and Israel education were the root cause of their disillusionment. Parents believed such education had failed to inoculate their children against hatred of Israel and the Jewish community. Young adults believed such education had deceived them.

			I knew now that something, whatever it might be, was deeply broken in Jewish and Israel education. I was not certain what it was. But I was certain that it urgently needed to be repaired.

			Behind all the criticism, I faced a deeper assumption. Education is something everyone understands, everyone can judge, and everyone feels entitled to redesign.

			Education is one of the few professions in which this dynamic is considered normal: despite unprecedented access to information, expertise is often discounted—something we would find absurd in other fields, like patients instructing surgeons based on a past operation or homeowners directing plumbers on major repairs because they once dealt with a clogged drain. The truth is that this somewhat absurd situation came about because education suffers from its own ubiquity. Everyone has been educated, and therefore everyone believes they know how education should work. The result is a field constantly buffeted by outside pressures—political, philanthropic, and ideological—that is rarely allowed to articulate its own standards of excellence.

			Nowhere is this more dangerous than in Jewish and Israel education. Perhaps this, I thought, was what had gone wrong.

			The Jewish community is currently consumed by debates about red lines and big tents, advocacy strategies and political loyalty, security, fundraising, and public relations. These conversations are understandable andnecessary. But they cannot be the rules by which education operates.

			Education is not advocacy. It is not messaging. It is not crisis management. And when it becomes any of those things, it fails. Sometimes it fails quietly, sometimes catastrophically. Good education must be governed by the principles of good education, especially when the stakes feel existential.

			In her essay The Crisis in Education, written in the aftermath of World War II, Hannah Arendt warned that education is inevitably political because it prepares children to enter a shared world. But she insisted that it must never be partisan. When adults use education to fight their present battles, she argued, they rob children of their future. “Education,” she wrote, “is the point at which we decide whether we love the world enough to assume responsibility for it…and whether we love our children enough not to expel them from our world and leave them to their own devices, nor to strike from their hands their chance of undertaking something new, something unforeseen by us, but to prepare them in advance for the task of renewing a common world.”1

			Based on my recent experiences, I believe that Jewish and Israel education must be renewed and rebuilt. But in rebuilding it, we must follow Arendt’s advice. Our children deserve better than our panic and our preferred talking points. 

			Good Israel education cannot be about forcing people to become a particular kind of Jew or an unquestioning lover of Zion, but must instead empower individuals to think critically, wrestle with complexity, and develop their own meaningful relationship with Israel.

			We should not rebuild Jewish education because we want better arguments. We should rebuild it because our children deserve an education that is intellectually honest, morally serious, and capable of addressing complexity without collapsing into dogma or despair.

			If we want to save the younger generation for the Jewish community, we must establish new parameters for Jewish and Israel education. However, we must not choose those parameters based on whether they make adults more comfortable. We should choose them because they reflect the reality of the twenty-first-century world. This is a world of flattened narratives, algorithmic outrage, moral absolutism, and relentless othering.

			We must engage with these issues because, if education does not address them, something else will. And it will likely be something much, much worse.

			This book was written in the belief that education can do more than defend our children against toxic rhetoric and ideas. It can replace such toxicity. The vitriol, condemnation, and reflexive tribalism that now define so much adult discourse are not inevitable. Good education can cultivate young Jews who are rooted rather than reactive, critical without being corrosive, proud without being brittle, and connected to Israel without being intellectually coerced.

			This is not just about responding to antisemitism or countering misinformation. It is about whether the Jewish people will succeed in raising a new generation of Jews who know who they are, where they come from, and what they stand for. A generation of Jews who can engage with the world without surrendering to it.

			Education is not the only tool we have but it may be the most important. We can neither neglect or abuse it. If we are to rebuild Jewish and Israel education, we must always keep this in mind. This is a difficult task, but we are not free to desist from it.

			This book is neither a manifesto nor a framework. However, it is also not a passive testament. Instead, it is intended to raise the questions and challenges that confront Jewish educators today and the foreseeable future. This book is about what must be done.

			***

			Over the past year, many people have told me exactly what they want and need Israel education to do, such as to prepare a generation of foot soldiers on college campuses, create more Zionists, or even protest the current Israeli government. Before the release of the remaining living hostages from Gaza, many told me that the only thing that mattered was to apply pressure that would lead to their release.

			I empathize with all of these sentiments, so I hate to disappoint, but Israel education is actually about none of those things and, paradoxically, all of those things. Israel education is not about the study of Israel. That is “Israel studies.” It is not about developing the knowledge and skills to lobby for or defend Israel. That is “Israel advocacy.” Israel education is about the role Israel plays in the lives of Jewish people.

			The idea that Israel is an instrument of Jewish identity is not universally accepted. There are many, including Israelis, who resent the use of Israel education for purposes other than learning about Israel. But usually, even Israelis understand that, when we speak about Israel as a tool for enhancing Jewish identity, it is not about manipulation or exploitation. It is about using the very best of Israel to develop a strong relationship between Israel, Israelis, and Jews living around the world.

			Understanding that Israel education is about the development of individual identity is critical. It means that Israel education must be considered an integral part of Jewish education. As Dr. Yehuda Kurtzer, President of the Shalom Hartman Institute of North America, has said, “You cannot treat teaching about Israel as some addon or optional module. It has to be central to a Jewish curriculum if you want to cultivate a mature and meaningful Jewish identity.”2

			In the same way that Jewish history, Torah, Talmud, Jewish holidays and values, tefillah (prayer), and the Hebrew language all can and should be part of this broader framework, so too should Israel. As we will see throughout this book, educating about Israel can and should foster a positive connection with one’s Jewish heritage and identity.

			Some will counter that it is possible to be a Jew today without any connection to Israel. But just because some people want to lead a Jewish life without any relationship with Israel does not mean that we as educators should agree. As a Jewish educator, I will continue to teach Jewish atheists about God and prayer, secular Jews about sacred texts, Jews in one community about Jews in other communities, and English speakers the Hebrew language. I believe a relationship with Israel, in any form, is as essential to Jewish education as other components.

			However, the aim of this book—and Israel education in general—is not to prescribe an education that suits everyone. All of us are acutely aware of the differences amongst the Jewish people. We know that Jewish education takes place in many settings, formal and informal: in day schools and congregational schools, in summer camps and youth groups, on college campuses and in kindergartens, on Israel trips and online. This book is not designed to be one-size-fits-all. However, it does offer a framework, addresses some of the challenges, and poses many of the questions now before us. These are challenges and questions that all Jewish educators must confront regardless of their differences.

			Many readers of this book might anticipate bold measures to empower educators with strategies and tools to combat the challenges of being Jewish in today’s world. Certainly, as Jews, we live in uncertain times. Anti-Israel and anti-Jewish vitriol have become commonplace, if not normalized, on campuses, in classrooms, and in public spaces around the globe.

			Empowering our youth and young adults to respond to such animosity is crucial. However, reacting to immediate dire circumstances is like playing whack-a-mole, constantly running from one disaster to the next, only to ultimately realize that victory is unattainable. If Jewish and Israel education adopt a defensive stance, they will never be able to address all the challenges faced by our learners.

			More important, it will never be able to present a compelling argument for why being a proud Jew with a strong connection to Israel is a worthwhile choice. For Jewish and Israel education to thrive, it must become a proactive force within the Jewish community. It must clearly articulate why a strong relationship with Israel, even in its imperfect state, can and should enhance the meaning of what it is to be a Jew in the contemporary world.

			***

			I am increasingly convinced that, if the Shoah and the establishment of the State of Israel were the defining moments of Jewish civilization in the twentieth century, then October 7 and its aftermath will define what Jewish life will look like in the twenty-first century and beyond.

			Even if I am wrong, the past two years have presented realities and challenges to the vast majority of Jewish educators far beyond anything that they have experienced in their lifetimes.

			So, in some ways, this book is a marker in time. Its origins lie in the months after October 7. Its epilogue was written in the days after the formal end of the war on the eve of Simchat Torah 2025. But it is more than one educator’s reflections. It explains why Jewish education, with Israel as a core component, cannot, should not, and will never be the same following October 7.

			The writing of this book began on an El Al flight from Israel on February 1, 2024 after my second trip to Israel since October 7. I have traveled to Israel several more times, with each journey adding additional layers to my relationship with Israel, Israelis, and Israel education.

			During my visits, I spoke with hundreds of Israelis. Each person had their own story of where they were on October 7 and were grappling with different struggles and challenges as a result. But the one thing that they all said to me was that Israel has been forever changed.

			Following the events of October 7, many Israelis confronted a profound sense of vulnerability that questioned their belief in Israel’s invincibility, especially among those who had grown up after the 1973 Yom Kippur War.

			This was compounded by widespread distrust of their political leadership, which many felt had permitted the conditions that led the attacks to emerge. Yet there was also a renewed faith in civil society, exemplified by grassroots efforts like the Hostages and Missing Families Forum and widespread community support for the displaced. Israelis also had to navigate the tension between unity and division, as preexisting societal fractures persisted despite slogans of collective resolve. Amid these challenges, trust in the Israel Defense Forces remained steadfast, reflecting the deep connection between the soldiers and their society.

			These dynamics revealed a nation grappling with vulnerability, mistrust, division, and hope. There was little doubt in my mind that Israel has indeed fundamentally and irrevocably changed, as the prolonged mourning and the tension between despair and hope became palpable across the country, even though there are already some indications that some aspects of Israeli life might revert to a pre-October 7 state.

			If there is even the slightest conjecture as to whether Israel has forever changed since October 7, no one has expressed such debate in regard to the global Jewish community that was also profoundly changed by October 7. Over the past two years, many Jews have experienced a renewed awareness of both their connection to and separateness from Israel. October 7 served as a catalyst for a revival of Jewish engagement, sometimes described as the emergence of the “October 8 Jew,” and a surge in Jewish affiliation and activity.

			Israelis were deeply moved by the outpouring of solidarity from Jews worldwide and quickly began asking how Jewish life was being affected outside Israel, highlighting a shared sense of responsibility and togetherness, exemplified by efforts to support hostages reminiscent of the Soviet Jewry movement of the 1980s and 1990s.

			Jews worldwide have faced increased anti-Israel sentiment, often accompanied by anti-Zionist rhetoric, protests, and even violence, particularly among younger generations in online spaces. These challenges have compelled Jews to balance acceptance with hatred, belonging with isolation, and pride with disillusionment, transforming Jewish life globally and highlighting both the fragility and resilience of the Jewish people over the past two years.

			***

			Of course, my assessment that Israel and the Jewish world are forever changed could be wrong. The spirit of Israeli resilience and revival, along with Jewish steadfastness and pride might bring things “back to normal” in a short time.

			However, I am certain that I am not wrong regarding the need for Israel education to change as a response to October 7. I will go as far as to say that the changes necessary will be some of the greatest

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

	OEBPS/image/1.jpg
HEROISM
AND HOPE

Recharging Israel Educationina
Post—-October 7 World

David Bryfman

0

WICKED SON





OEBPS/image/cover.jpg
Recharging Israel Education in
a Post-October 7 World

David Bryfman

Foreword by Zohar Raviv






OEBPS/image/Image861.jpg
O

WICKED SON





OEBPS/image/posthill_v_black.jpg





