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Bought with blood most precious,

Pardoned through His death,

Now a holy priesthood

(Thus the Scripture saith).

In Thy holy presence

We would humbly dwell;

Hearts by Christ redeemed

Songs of praises swell.

J. B. Belton
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CHAPTER ONE: NON-SACRIFICIAL BLOOD
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SOME MAY FEEL QUITE squeamish or uneasy about a non-medical book concerned with blood, but may be more reassured when they learn that the Bible has no fewer than 375 verses (out of the 31,102 verses in it) that mention the subject.  One would realise that with that kind of coverage the Holy Spirit is endeavouring to teach us something about its importance.  Animal conservation activists will find repugnant the whole subject of animal sacrifice (as may most of us) and vegans and vegetarians may object to the consumption of some sacrificed animals that Israelites were commanded to eat; however, we are assured in Scripture that God does indeed love animals with a love even greater than those animal lovers possess.  

The psalmist, David, said, “O LORD, You preserve man and beast.1” The law given through Moses specifically required that the Sabbath rest be extended to cattle.2 The psalmist indicated that God would get praise from beasts and all cattle, from creeping things and winged fowl3 -  in fact, from everything that has breath4.  The godly king Solomon wrote by the Spirit that a righteous man has regard for the life of his animal5.  This is true; someone has said that even a pet dog will benefit from its master being a Christian believer.  God Himself expressed His compassion for the great city Nineveh in Jonah’s day, not only because of the citizenry there but because there were in it many animals6.  Not even a sparrow falls to the ground without the concern of His Father, said the Lord Jesus.  God cares for the animals He has created, but He cares for man whom He has created in His own image even more!  “You are more valuable than many sparrows.7”  

The writer to the Hebrews states: “... one may almost say, all things are cleansed with blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.8” Man, the sinner, needs forgiveness.  Animal sacrifice, a picture of the ultimate sacrifice of God’s beloved Son, was a covering for the past until in the fullness of the time God sent forth His Son; that was God’s answer to a world sunk in sin because of the wrong action of its first parents and because of the outworking of that sinful condition in each of our own human lives.  It is the blood that makes atonement for the soul: “I have given it to you on the altar.9”

But not all blood mentioned in the Bible was the blood of altar sacrifice.  Though not the first mention of blood in the Bible (the first was Abel’s) one of the most touching Bible scenes describes aging Jacob10, who had recently buried his beloved father, being shown the blood-stained tunic of many colours that he had given his son and coming to the conclusion that Joseph - his favourite, who had been sent on a mission by his dad -  had in fact been torn in pieces and killed, possibly eaten by a wild beast.  

We feel his agony at the thought, sorrow and mourning so intense that he felt he would die, unable to be consoled.  And in the sorrow of men like Jacob, and later David who mourned so intensely for his son, Absalom, we get a faint picture of the heart of the Father who considered the shed blood of His only-begotten and well-beloved Son at Calvary.  And the Spirit who inspired the writing of Scripture - Himself God, knowing the end from the beginning - caused prophets such as Amos to write of mourning for an only son as “a bitter day”11, and Zechariah writing of the bitter weeping that accompanies the passing of a firstborn12.  If considering Bible references to blood draws us closer to the heart of God, the exercise will be of great value indeed.

Not all blood in the Bible leads us to Calvary, however -  not directly, anyway.  Abel’s blood crying to God from the ground13, spilled by Cain the world’s firstborn, gives us some idea of the import that God places upon it. Just what Cain knew about the subject of death we don’t really know; certainly he hadn’t seen much of it, if any.  But he became a murderer in the hatred and jealousy of his heart.  The life of the flesh is in the blood and the God who accounts life which He Himself creates to be very precious will have its misuse answered for, whether in sacrifice or in judgment. To Noah He said, “Surely I will require your lifeblood; from every beast I will require it.  And from every man, from every man’s brother I will require the life of man.  ‘Whoever sheds man’s blood, by man his blood shall be shed, for in the image of God He made man.14’” He has not changed that statement.

Blood flowed in the past and will again in the future in unimaginable quantities - both times in judgment.  When Moses was sent by God to bring the people of Israel out of captivity in Egypt, he was gifted with a series of plagues to bestow on Pharaoh and on his multitude of gods.  No other society of its time possessed so many worshipped deities, and probably no other since Egypt has until today, when idols of all sorts abound - money and power being two of them. Many of the gods in Egypt’s polytheism supposedly overlapped in their authority. Moses and the apostle Paul agree in their writings that idols are just a front for demons (see Deut.32:16,17 and 1 Cor.10:20), so Satan’s activity at that time to frustrate the work of God in separating a people to Himself shows us something of the value that God places upon having that people, as Isaiah 43:21 testifies. 

Khnum, alternately spelled Khnemu, was usually represented with a ram’s head and was the guardian deity of the Nile’s source; Hapi was worshipped as the spirit of the Nile; and Osiris, the god of the underworld and often referred to as simply “god” because of his importance - according to the Egyptians - had the Nile River as his bloodstream.  Other lesser gods also had importance in the Nile’s activity.  The whole economy of that powerful land depended on the Nile for transportation, agriculture, religion; and the river was also its main water source for all bathing and human consumption.  Moses told Pharaoh what would occur should he harden his heart against God in not releasing Egypt’s Israelite slaves, and occur it did.  Moses, at the command of the Lord, stretched his hand and rod over the river and tributaries, over pools, reservoirs and even containers of water in Egyptian homes.  All became blood15.  

Was it literal blood or some chemical action in the water that made it appear so?  Certainly, the power of God that later turned water to wine could turn water to blood.  In any case, the fish died, the Nile became foul, and for a week the only water obtainable throughout the land was from shallow wells dug in desperation.  Pharaoh’s magicians, Jannes and Jambres, were able to produce similar results with little bits of water, further hardening Pharaoh’s resolve.  They might have been better employed turning the blood back into potable water had they really possessed magical powers.  In any case Egypt, and Israel, who had embraced Egypt’s worship, were clearly shown the superiority of the one true God over any demon-directed imaginations. 

Unfortunately, Israel hung onto the demon-inspired idolatry that they picked up in Egypt and the whole evil persisted for generations even in their own land, a reason why, no doubt, they were also afflicted with the plague of blood.  Ezekiel tells us that the whole position of the slavery of Israel in Egypt was because they had fallen in love with Egypt’s gods16.  Joshua had reported the same17.  Not only did the river’s foulness affect the local population, but the river of blood in divine judgment is also a foreshadowing (as are the other Egyptian plagues) of judgment yet to come in the days of the Tribulation, foretold in many prophecies of the Old Testament and so clearly in John’s writings in the book of Revelation; this Tribulation will take place in God’s judgment against the one and the many who raise a fist against the God of heaven.  

When the bowls of the wrath of God at the end of the Great Tribulation are poured out upon the earth years after those saved by the grace of God have been called to their reward, the nations remaining will be gathered to battle to the fertile valley of Armageddon in north central Israel.  John the apostle then describes the scene: “And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war ... He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God.18”

That robe dipped in blood takes you back in thought to Joseph’s blood-stained tunic, doesn’t it?  But this time the blood is the blood of Christ’s enemies, for He has come in judgment to strike down the nations and to rule them with a rod of iron and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God.  Christ originally defeated His enemies by being trodden down in that same wine press, the blood which flowed being His own, but Isaiah sets the scene for us in prophecy: “Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press?  ‘I have trodden the wine trough alone, and from the peoples there was no man with Me.  I also trod them in My anger and trampled them in My wrath; and their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments ... and I poured out their lifeblood on the earth.19’” John tells us: “And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles.20”  

Whatever the significance of the distances measured or the depth of the flow, the picture is one of the fierceness of the wrath of God, the destruction of the nations that oppose Him and His purposes and the utter physical hopelessness of any who withstand His
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