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The Pathway to Divine Closeness

All praise belongs to Allah alone—He is the One who steered the hearts of the believers toward recognizing Him. He opened their chests so they would affirm faith in Him and devote their worship exclusively to Him. He made the prayer (Şalāh) obligatory upon them as a sign of their humility before His Sublime Majesty and their reverence before His Immense Grandeur. Among all His commands, after Tawḥīd—the declaration of Allah’s Oneness—and belief in the messengers and their divinely-ordained messages, Şalāh stands as the greatest and most essential of all duties. Whoever upholds it consistently will be illuminated by its light and saved by its virtue on the Day of Resurrection. But the one who abandons it shall be veiled from its light and deprived of its salvation when it matters most.

The Pillars of Testimony

I bear witness, testifying in truth, that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, without any partner or associate. He is the Creator of the heavens and the earth and all that lies between them. This testimony is the foundation upon which religion is built and the Qiblah established. It is the hallmark of the Islamic identity and the key that unlocks the gates of Paradise. I also bear witness that Muḥammad is His devoted servant and noble Messenger—the finest of creation, sent as an irrefutable proof against mankind. Allah dispatched him as a mercy to the worlds, an exemplar for the righteous, and a guide leading the way to piety. He was entrusted with divine guidance and the religion of truth. A bringer of glad tidings and a warner preceding the Hour, he called to Allah with His permission and served as a radiant lamp lighting the way. May Allah elevate his status and grant peace upon his family, companions, and noble wives.

The Essence of Worship and the Backbone of Religion

To proceed: Şalāh is the most vital matter in the life of a Muslim. No one can hope to preserve their faith unless they guard their prayers with consistency. If one is heedless regarding Şalāh, then the rest of their worship is even more likely to be neglected. It is the central pillar upholding Islam—as authentically reported from the Prophet (صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَعَلَى آلِهِ وَسَلَّمَ)—while all other actions revolve around it like limbs around a spine. Just as a tent collapses without its pole, so too does one’s religion crumble without prayer. Şalāh is the divine gauge by which all other deeds are measured. If it is accepted, then the rest will be accepted. If it is cast aside, then all else will follow in rejection. It was the first act of worship ever made obligatory in Islam and will be the last to remain. Whoever neglects the first and final pillar of Islam is bound to lose everything in between.

Ritual Precision and Spiritual Decay

Failing to observe Şalāh in the manner demonstrated by the Messenger of Allah (صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَعَلَى آلِهِ وَسَلَّمَ), both inwardly and outwardly, invites harm upon one’s religious commitment. Such negligence nullifies deeds, disturbs one’s spiritual balance, and corrupts both religious and worldly affairs. Ibn al-Qayyim remarked with clarity:

“Truly, Şalāh is a source of joy for those who love Allah, a delight to the hearts of the monotheists. It is the lush garden of the worshippers, the serenity of the sincere, and the touchstone for the truthful. Through it, Allah bestows His mercy upon His faithful servants. He guided them to it and transmitted it to them through the hands of His Messenger—out of compassion and generosity—so they may taste the sweetness of His kindness and draw closer to Him. He has no need of them, but this prayer is a divine favor. It is worship that engages both the heart and the limbs. A person perfected in Şalāh is one who embodies its reality both internally and externally—so much so that meeting Allah through prayer fills him with happiness and contentment. He stands in His presence, engulfed in Allah’s love, tasting the sweetness of communion. In such moments, he is entirely absorbed in the act, disconnected from everything else. His focus is undivided, his body and heart devoted, striving to fulfill this act in the most pleasing manner to Allah, the Almighty.”

Vigilance in Worship and Divine Reward

Every Muslim must show the utmost care and reverence for this sacred obligation that binds him to His Lord. One must strive to fulfill its requirements, uphold its obligations, observe its conditions, and honor all that Allah has ordained within it. Let it be established with deep inward humility and outward calm, so that one may attain the lofty reward prepared for its people.

As narrated in Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim, ‘Uthmān ibn ‘Affān (may Allah be pleased with him) heard the Messenger of Allah (صَلَّى اللَّهُ عَلَيْهِ وَعَلَى آلِهِ وَسَلَّمَ) say:

“No Muslim, when the time of an obligatory prayer arrives, performs ablution properly, prays with humility and attentiveness, except that this prayer becomes an expiation for his previous sins—so long as he avoids major sins. And this remains true for all time.”

A Sacred Collection of Admonitions and Sermons on Şalah

This treatise gathers a profound series of admonitions and exhortations centered on the lofty act of worship known as the Şalah. Its core is composed of a sequence of Friday sermons, enriched and reinforced by the illuminating annotations of Shaykh al-Islām Ibn Taymiyyah and his noble disciple Ibn al-Qayyim—may Allah envelope them both in His mercy. The work aspires to follow the luminous path of the righteous Salaf in highlighting the significance of Şalah and its immense standing in Islam.

Narration of a Momentous Event by 'Ā'ishah (رضي الله عنها)

It is authentically recorded in Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī that al-Aswad reported:

"We were in the company of 'Ā’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her), and the subject of steadfastness in observing Şalah and the veneration due to it was raised. She narrated, 'When the Messenger of Allah (ṣallallāhu 'alayhi wa ʿalā ālihi wa sallam) became ill with the sickness that led to his passing, and the time for prayer arrived and the adhān was proclaimed, he instructed: “Command Abū Bakr to lead the people in prayer.” They said to him, “Abū Bakr is a tender-hearted man—when he stands in your place, he will not be able to lead the people.” The Prophet repeated his command, and again they gave the same response. Upon the third instruction, he said, “You women are like those who were with Yūsuf. Command Abū Bakr to lead the people in prayer.”

Abū Bakr then emerged and led the congregation. Meanwhile, the Prophet (ṣallallāhu 'alayhi wa ʿalā ālihi wa sallam) experienced a moment of ease, so he came out, supported by two men—one on either side. It was as though I could see his blessed feet dragging along the ground due to the severity of his illness. When Abū Bakr perceived his approach, he intended to step back, but the Prophet (ṣallallāhu 'alayhi wa ʿalā ālihi wa sallam) gestured to him to remain in his position. Then, he was brought forward and seated beside him.'

Al-Aʿmash was asked: 'Was the Prophet (ṣallallāhu 'alayhi wa ʿalā ālihi wa sallam) leading the prayer, with Abū Bakr following him, and the people following Abū Bakr?' He nodded his head in affirmation."

A Legacy of Reverence for Prayer in the Final Moments

In that blessed assembly—devoted to reflections on the majesty of Şalah, the need to maintain it consistently, and to esteem it highly—ʿĀ’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) recounted this awe-inspiring and deeply moving episode concerning the master of the children of Ādam, the exemplar of all creation. Even in the throes of his terminal illness, when he felt a slight reprieve, the Prophet (ṣallallāhu 'alayhi wa ʿalā ālihi wa sallam) rose to attend the congregational prayer. Supported between two men, his noble feet dragged upon the earth, afflicted with pain, yet he still emerged—demonstrating the utmost reverence for Şalah and unwavering commitment to uphold it. This powerful moment serves as a timeless and manifest lesson in leadership through action and the sanctity of divine worship.

A Supplication for Sincerity, Benefit, and Reform

I beseech Allah—Exalted in His Glory—to bless this treatise, to make it sincere in intent and a means of benefit to His servants. I ask Him, the Most High, to rectify the affairs of the Muslims, to fill their hearts with taqwā, to lead them to genuine repentance from every sin, and to inspire them with veneration and devotion for Şalah. May He grant them steadfastness upon His sacred Sharīʿah and shield them from the plots and mischief of the enemies. Truly, Allah is the One who responds to supplications. Upon Him we rely, and in Him we place our hope. He is sufficient for us, and He is the most excellent Disposer of affairs.

May the choicest peace and blessings be upon His servant and Messenger, our Prophet Muḥammad, his family, and his companions.
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The Universality of Ṣalāh Among the Prophets

The elevated rank of Ṣalāh is clearly evident in the fact that Allah prescribed it upon all His prophets, peace be upon them. Allah not only mandated this act of worship but also narrated in the Qur’an how the prophets themselves held it in utmost veneration.

Yūnus (Jonah): A Man Devoted to Divine Praise

When the whale swallowed Yūnus, Allah declared:

“Had he not been among those who glorify Allah, he would have remained within its belly until the Day they are resurrected.”
[Sūrah Al-Ṣāffāt 37:143–144]
Ibn ʿAbbās interpreted the phrase “those who glorify” to mean “those who perform prayer.” This view was shared by both Saʿīd ibn Jubayr and Qatādah, indicating that Yūnus was steadfast in Ṣalāh, and his deliverance was due to it.

Ibrāhīm (Abraham): Prayer as a Legacy

When Ibrāhīm left his son Ismāʿīl in a barren valley, he supplicated:

“Our Lord, I have settled some of my offspring in a valley without cultivation near Your Sacred House, our Lord, that they may establish the prayer.”
[Sūrah Ibrāhīm 14:37]
In this moment, he mentioned no deed but Ṣalāh, indicating its unmatched priority in devotion. He further prayed:

“My Lord, make me one who establishes prayer, and from among my descendants. Our Lord, accept my supplication.”
[Sūrah Ibrāhīm 14:40]
Additionally, when Allah instructed him concerning the Kaʿbah, He commanded:

“Do not associate anything with Me, and purify My House for those who perform ṭawāf, and for those who stand in prayer, bow, and prostrate.”
[Sūrah Al-Ḥajj 22:26]
This affirms that Ṣalāh stood at the heart of Ibrāhīm’s mission and devotion.

Ismāʿīl: Enjoining Ṣalāh Upon His Household

Allah described Ismāʿīl in noble terms:

“Mention in the Book, Ismāʿīl. Indeed, he was true to his promise, and he was a messenger and a prophet. And he used to command his family with prayer and zakāh.”
[Sūrah Maryam 19:54–55]
His concern for the religious discipline of his household began with Ṣalāh, testifying to its supreme importance.

Isḥāq (Isaac) and Yaʿqūb (Jacob): Leaders Through Prayer

Allah said concerning them:

“We gifted him Isaac and Jacob in addition. All of them We made righteous. We made them leaders, guiding through Our command, and We inspired in them the performance of good deeds, establishment of prayer, and giving of zakāh.”
[Sūrah Al-Anbiyāʾ 21:72–73]
Their leadership and piety were anchored by acts of devotion, foremost among them Ṣalāh.

Shuʿayb (Jethro): Prayer as the Essence of His Message

When Shuʿayb prohibited idolatry and fraud, his people responded:

“O Shuʿayb, does your prayer command you that we should abandon what our forefathers worshipped?”
[Sūrah Hūd 11:87]
Their words reveal how prominent and defining Ṣalāh was in his life and mission—so much so that they identified it as the source of his guidance and opposition to their practices.

Mūsā (Moses): Divine Conversation Centered on Prayer

Allah brought Mūsā close and addressed him directly, without any intermediary:

“Listen to what is revealed to you. Indeed, I am Allah—there is no deity but Me. So worship Me and establish prayer for My remembrance.”
[Sūrah Ṭāhā 20:13–14]
Here, the first obligation commanded in this direct divine communication was Ṣalāh. Its primacy is indisputable.

After his mission began, Mūsā was instructed regarding his community:

“And We inspired Mūsā and his brother: ‘Settle your people in houses in Egypt and make your homes a qiblah and establish the prayer.’”
[Sūrah Yūnus 10:87]
Thus, his call to Ṣalāh preceded all other social and communal reforms.

Dāwūd (David): Repentance Expressed Through Ṣalāh

When Dāwūd sinned and turned in repentance, Allah said:

“He sought forgiveness from his Lord, fell down bowing, and turned back in repentance.”
[Sūrah Ṣād 38:24]
His first recourse was to prostrate and engage in prayer—a testament to the path of rectification through Ṣalāh.

Sulaymān (Solomon): A Lesson in Prioritizing Prayer

Allah said:

“We granted Dāwūd his son Sulaymān—what an excellent servant! He always turned back to Us. When the well-trained, swift horses were paraded before him in the evening, he said, ‘Indeed, I love the love of good for the remembrance of my Lord,’ until they disappeared from sight. ‘Bring them back to me,’ he said, and he began to stroke their legs and necks.”
[Sūrah Ṣād 38:30–33]
This episode reflected his regret at missing the ʿAṣr prayer. He responded by disciplining himself and removing the source of distraction.

Ibn Kathīr noted that many scholars from the early generations affirmed that Sulaymān was preoccupied with the horses and missed the prayer—not out of willful neglect, but forgetfulness. It resembled the incident when the Prophet Muhammad ﷺ missed the ʿAṣr prayer during the Battle of the Trench due to battle, and prayed it after sunset.

The Sanctified Station of Prayer in the Legacy of the Prophets

Zakariyya: Prayer Amid Revelation

Allah said:
“Then the angels called to him while he stood, engaged in prayer, within the sanctuary.”
[Sūrah Āl ʿImrān (3):39]
In the sacred narrative of Zakariyya (ʿalayhi al-salām), his devotion in prayer within the miḥrāb became the very moment when the angels addressed him, affirming his intimate state of worship and divine favor.

The Covenant with the Children of Israel

Allah, the Exalted, declared:
“Indeed, Allah took a solemn pledge from the Children of Israel, and We appointed twelve leaders from among them. And Allah said, ‘Surely, I am with you—if you uphold the prayer, give the obligatory alms, and believe in My messengers.’”
[Sūrah al-Mā’idah (5):12]
This divine contract, established with the Children of Israel, hinged upon their commitment to prayer, charity, and belief in the messengers—a
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