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Dedicated to my wife,
with whom I have shared life, ministry, trials, mercies,
and the grace of God.
We are heirs together.



Author’s Preface

THIS BOOK BEGAN AS a message preached from 1 Peter 3:1–7, but it quickly became clear that the truth contained in that passage deserved deeper consideration.

Marriage is often treated as a temporary arrangement, governed by emotion, convenience, or cultural norms. Scripture presents it very differently. Marriage is a divine union, created by God, reflective of Christ and the church, and charged with eternal significance.

The phrase “heirs together of the grace of life” suggests that marriage reaches far beyond the present moment. It touches prayer, spiritual effectiveness, reward, and possibly even eternity itself.

This book is not written to speculate beyond Scripture, but to take Scripture seriously. My desire is that husbands and wives will see their marriage not merely as a personal relationship, but as a sacred stewardship before God.

If this book encourages even one couple to love more faithfully, forgive more readily, or serve God more seriously together, it will have fulfilled its purpose.

—Marvin McKenzie
Republic, Washington
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One Flesh by Divine Design
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Marriage did not originate in human culture, government policy, or romantic instinct. Marriage originated in the mind of God. Before there was sin, before there were nations, before there were churches, there was marriage. God Himself declared its necessity, designed its structure, and defined its permanence.

Genesis records God’s assessment of Adam’s condition in a world untouched by sin:

“And the LORD God said, It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him an help meet for him.”
—Genesis 2:18 (KJV)
This statement is striking. Everything God had created up to this point was pronounced “good.” Yet here, in a perfect world, God identifies something that is not good: man’s aloneness. This was not loneliness in the emotional sense, but incompleteness in the divine sense. Adam was fully human, fully innocent, and fully functional—yet incomplete by God’s design.

God’s solution was not to give Adam a project, a mission, or even children. God’s solution was a wife.

The creation of Eve is described in deliberate, careful language:

“And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon Adam... and he took one of his ribs... and made he a woman, and brought her unto the man.”
—Genesis 2:21–22 (KJV)
Eve was not created from the dust as Adam was. She was created from Adam himself. This was no accident. God was establishing a permanent, organic unity between man and woman. Adam recognized it immediately:

“This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh.”
—Genesis 2:23 (KJV)
Then comes the foundational statement for all marriage:

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.”
—Genesis 2:24 (KJV)
The phrase one flesh is not poetic exaggeration. It is theological reality. Marriage is not two independent lives cooperating; it is two lives united into one by divine action. God does not say they act as one flesh. He says they are one flesh.

Jesus reaffirmed this truth without softening it:

“They twain shall be one flesh: so then they are no more twain, but one flesh.”
—Mark 10:8 (KJV)
Notice the clarity of Christ’s words. They are no longer two. In God’s eyes, marriage creates a new unit, a new identity, a new oneness.

Jesus then adds a solemn warning:

“What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.”
—Mark 10:9 (KJV)
Marriage is not held together merely by affection, compatibility, or shared goals. It is held together because God joined it. When a man and woman marry, something happens that neither courts nor ceremonies can undo. God Himself performs the joining.

This is why marriage is so serious. It is not a contract between two people—it is a covenant before God. And covenants carry consequences.

God later uses marriage as an illustration of something even greater:

“For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife... This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”
—Ephesians 5:31–32 (KJV)
Marriage is meant to reflect Christ’s relationship with His church—permanent, sacrificial, faithful, and unbreakable. That truth alone should cause every believer to pause before entering marriage and tremble at the thought of treating it lightly.

Before a person marries, they should be certain—not emotionally, but spiritually—that God is directing their steps. Marriage is not something to experiment with. It is something to enter prayerfully, deliberately, and reverently.

And once entered, it must be understood for what it truly is: a lifelong union, established by God, accountable to God, and intended to reflect God’s own faithfulness.

Society has attempted to redefine marriage, reduce it to convenience, and dissolve it without consequence. But Scripture has not changed.

“Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.”
—Ecclesiastes 5:5 (KJV)
God takes vows seriously—even when governments do not. Family may excuse broken vows. Friends may sympathize. Courts may legitimize separation. But God remains unchanged.

Marriage begins as one flesh on earth. And as we will see, Scripture strongly suggests that this unity reaches far beyond this life.

Chapter Two
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Marriage as a Picture of Christ and the Church
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The Bible does not merely regulate marriage; it elevates it. Scripture consistently presents marriage as more than companionship or social stability. God uses marriage as an earthly illustration of one of the greatest spiritual truths in existence—the relationship between Jesus Christ and His church.

This truth is made explicit in Paul’s words to the church at Ephesus:

“For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, and they two shall be one flesh.
This is a great mystery: but I speak concerning Christ and the church.”
—Ephesians 5:31–32 (KJV)
Paul does not say marriage is like Christ and the church in a loose or symbolic way. He says marriage speaks of Christ and the church. In other words, God designed marriage from the beginning with this spiritual picture already in view.

That means marriage was never intended to exist merely for human happiness. It exists to declare something about God.

Christ’s relationship with His church is permanent. He does not abandon His bride when she is weak. He does not withdraw His love when she fails. He does not sever the relationship when obedience falters. He remains faithful—even when faithfulness is costly.

Marriage is meant to mirror that kind of commitment.

This truth places a sobering weight on the marriage covenant. When a man and woman stand before God and vow to love, honor, and cherish one another until death, they are not merely making promises to each other. They are bearing witness to a divine reality. Their marriage is meant to preach.

This is why Scripture consistently treats marriage vows as sacred:

“Better is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay.”
—Ecclesiastes 5:5 (KJV)
God does not treat vows as emotional expressions made in a moment of affection. He treats them as binding commitments made before Him. While modern culture has worked hard to remove God from marriage, Scripture refuses to do so.

Marriage is God’s institution. He defines it. He establishes it. And He holds people accountable for how they live within it.

For centuries, this understanding went largely unchallenged. Marriage was understood to be permanent, solemn, and serious. Divorce existed, but it was recognized as tragic, not casual. In recent generations, however, the rise of no-fault divorce has dramatically altered the way marriage is viewed.

Civil law may permit vows to be broken without consequence, but divine law has not changed. God’s expectations are not adjusted by cultural shifts or legal rulings.

Society may allow vows to be broken.
Families may accept it.
Friends may justify it.
But Scripture gives us no authority to believe that God does.

When God joins a man and a woman together, He does so with eternal purposes in mind. Marriage is not simply about sharing a life; it is about reflecting Christ. That alone should cause every believer to approach marriage with deep reverence.

This also explains why marriage failure carries spiritual consequences. It is not simply the loss of a relationship; it is the distortion of a picture God intended to use for His glory.

This truth should affect both the decision to marry and the commitment to remain married. Before entering marriage, believers should seek God’s will carefully and patiently. Marriage is not something to rush into based on attraction, convenience, or pressure.

And once married, believers must understand that the covenant they have entered is meant to endure. Love in marriage is not sustained by emotion alone. It is sustained by obedience, sacrifice, forgiveness, and grace—qualities learned from Christ Himself.

Marriage, then, is not merely about compatibility. It is about testimony. It is about obedience. It is about displaying something eternal in a very earthly relationship.

And this brings us directly to the heart of Peter’s statement in 1 Peter 3:7. If marriage is a reflection of Christ and the church, then it cannot be spiritually neutral. How a husband and wife live together affects far more than their home—it affects their standing before God.

Marriage is not only a covenant between two people. It is a covenant lived before the face of God.

Chapter Three
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Heirs Together with Christ
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To understand what Peter means when he says that a husband and wife are “heirs together of the grace of life,” we must first understand what the Bible means when it speaks of an heir. Scripture uses this word with great intentionality, especially in relation to salvation.

Paul writes to the Romans:

“The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.”
—Romans 8:16–17 (KJV)
An heir is not merely someone who receives a gift. An heir is someone who shares in what belongs to another. The word carries the idea of common participation—a shared inheritance.

That truth alone is staggering. God does not simply save us and then keep us at a distance. He makes us His children, and as His children, we share in what belongs to Christ Himself. Scripture repeatedly emphasizes the depth of this union.

The Bible tells us that one day we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. It tells us that we will rule and reign with Him. It tells us that we are in Christ, and Christ is in us. These are not poetic expressions; they are statements of spiritual reality.

As a born-again child of God, certain things are eternally settled.

I can never be taken out of Christ.
Christ can never be taken
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