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            Introduction

          

        

      

    

    
      Dear At Work readers,

      I hope you enjoy the stories in this book. You can use the stories in many different ways. You can read silently, or out loud to a friend. You can read into a voice recorder and then listen to your pronunciation.

      In this book, you will read about the Mendez family, the Yousef family, the Wilson family, and the Martin family.

      
        	Vera and Ricardo Mendez have two children, Carmen and David.

        	Dina and Abdul Yousef have three children, Zara, Hassan and Fariba.

        	Pam and Bob Wilson have two children, Nan and Dan.

        	Jan and Jim Martin have one son, Tim.

      

      At Work has stories with vocabulary for everyday situations. You can practice conversations with some of the stories. The stories may be easy to understand. You and your family might be in some of the same situations as the characters.

      The stories will help you read fluently. Many common English words are in the stories. It will become easier and faster for you to read these common words. This book will help you practice the sounds of English, especially the vowel sounds. You will read short words but also longer words and sentences.

      I hope you enjoy reading At Work!

      — Shelley Lee, Author

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Notes for Teachers

          

        

      

    

    
      At Work features and reviews many of the same vowel sounds taught in At the Lake and Other Stories for Adult Emergent Readers (Lee, 2020).

      Here are the main spelling/sound patterns and some example words from At Work. You could model them in advance for students before they read, or answer questions later.

      Short vowel sounds

      
        	short a: ask, grand, plan

        	short e: get, sell, next

        	short i: kit, six, milk

        	short o: stop, boss, shop

        	short u: cut, drum, rush

      

      Long vowel sounds

      
        	long a: a_e, ai, ay: wave, paint, day

        	long e: ee, ea, y, ie: keep, meal, busy, piece

        	long i: i_e, igh, y, ie: five, night, cry, fried

        	long o: o_e, ow, -old: close, window, old

        	long u: u_e, ew, ou, oo: use, news, you, noon

      

      Other patterns

      
        	all, alk: fall, talk

        	ou, ow: sound, how

        	2 sounds of oo: cook, scoop

        	r-controlled vowels: ar, or, er/ir/ur: start, order, server, first, hurt

      

      Consonant digraphs

      
        	ch: kitchen, chicken, check, lunch

        	sh: shop, rush, trash, paintbrush

        	th, voiced: then, this, other, another

        	th, unvoiced: thank, three, month, things

      

      Contractions

      
        	I will = I’ll

        	I am = I’m

        	she is = she’s

        	we are = we’re

        	that is = that’s

        	can not = can’t

        	it is =  it’s

        	do not = don’t

      

      Possessives

      
        	Ricardo’s answers

        	Bob’s Fix-It Shop

        	Zara’s parents

        	Tim’s grandparents

        	Dina’s job

        	doctor’s office

      

      Multisyllable words

      You could teach these words in advance, let learners use a bilingual dictionary, or just be ready to answer questions.

      
        	The Job Application: restaurant, expensive, different, server, application, questions

        	The Interview: favorite, customers, important, friendly, information

        	Getting Ready: repairs, bicycles, motorcycles, hammers, paintbrushes

        	The Grand Opening: opening, congratulations, parents, inside, around

        	The Lunch Rush: window, number, extra, business, someone, quickly

        	The 100th Customer: enough, regular

        	Zara’s Idea: student, guitar, dishwasher, grandparents, babysitter, birthday, special

        	Babysitting Tim: apartment, bathroom, kitchen, playground, sidewalk, higher, bandages, sometimes, worried

        	A New Computer: patients, appointments, manager, computer, difficult, training, tomorrow, something

        	Dina’s New Job: handyman, welcome

        	Stress at Work: mechanic, garage, enjoy, sandwich, music, lessons, piano, agree

        	Bob Has a Problem: machines, husband
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            The Job Application

          

        

      

    

    
      Many people like to eat at Kate’s Diner. It is a good restaurant. The food tastes good, and it’s not too expensive.

      Now, Kate has an idea. She wants to open a food truck. The food truck can go to different places in town. The truck can sell food from Kate’s Diner: chicken, fish, and ice cream.

      Ricardo Mendez wants to work for Kate’s Diner. He likes the food at Kate’s Diner, and he wants a new job. He wants to be the server for the food truck.

      Ricardo goes to Kate’s Diner on Monday afternoon. Kate comes out of the back office. She says, “Ricardo, it’s nice to see you. Are you here about the food truck job?”

      Ricardo says, “Yes, I am. Here is my application.”
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      Kate looks at his application. She says, “Good! Can I ask you some questions?”

      Ricardo says, “Yes, you can.”
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            The Interview
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      Kate asks Ricardo some questions about the food truck job.

      Kate says, “Ricardo, please tell me about some of your jobs before.”

      Ricardo says, “I worked downtown at the Main Street Restaurant. I worked in the kitchen and in the dining room.”

      Kate asks, “What was your favorite part of the job?”

      Ricardo says, “I liked many things, but my favorite part was serving customers. I like people.”

      Kate shows him around the Kate’s Diner food truck. She asks, “Can you work on weekends?”

      Ricardo says, “Yes, I can. I can work every day.”

      Ricardo has some questions too. He asks Kate, “What do you want a food truck server to do? What is important to you?”

      Kate says, “It’s important to keep the food truck clean and safe for the customers. It’s important to be friendly. Customers like a friendly server.”

      Kate is happy with Ricardo’s answers. Ricardo is happy with the information from Kate.

      Kate says, “Ricardo, I want to hire you as a food truck server. Can you start on Saturday?”

      Ricardo says, “Yes, I can start on Saturday. Thank you!”
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            Getting Ready

          

        

      

    

    
      On Wednesday morning, Kate goes to Bob’s Fix-It Shop.
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      Bob repairs lamps, radios, TVs, bicycles, and motorcycles. Bob also sells tools. He sells hammers and nails. He sells paint and paintbrushes.

      Kate says, “Hello, Bob! I have some good news!”

      Bob says, “What’s the good news?”

      Kate tells Bob, “Kate’s Diner has a food truck now. It will open on Saturday.”

      Bob says, “That is good news. I like the food at Kate’s Diner.”

      Kate asks, “Bob, can I park the food truck here? Outside your shop. There is a lot of space.”

      Bob says, “That’s a good idea. Yes, I can have the food truck outside on Saturday. My customers will be happy.”

      Kate says, “Thank you. And then my customers will see your shop. Maybe they will come inside.”

      Bob says, “Yes! I will be ready.”

      Kate says, “I have a menu for the food truck. Can I put the menu in your window?”

      Bob says yes, and Kate puts the menu in the window. Bob is happy to work with Kate. He can help her food truck, and she can help his shop.
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            The Grand Opening

          

        

      

    

    
      It’s Saturday morning. Ricardo drives the Kate’s Diner food truck to Bob’s Fix-It shop at 10:30 a.m. The truck’s grand opening is at 11:00 a.m. The first customer will get free ice cream. The 100th customer will get a free meal.

      Ricardo is the server. Zara is the cook. They wear green T-shirts that say “Kate’s Diner.”

      Will a lot of customers come? Will they like the food truck? Ricardo puts a large sign outside the food truck. The sign says:

      
        	Fried Chicken Plate, with salad and bread, $7.99

        	Fish Plate, with salad and bread, $9.99

        	Soda, $1.50

        	Water, $1.00

        	Coffee or tea, $2.00

        	Ice cream, 1 scoop, $2.00

        	Ice cream, 2 scoops, $3.00
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      At 11:00 a.m., Ricardo opens the food truck. At 11:15, Bob comes out of the shop with his kids, Nan and Dan. Bob orders three fried chicken plates and three sodas.

      Ricardo says, “Congratulations! You are the first customer. You get free ice cream.” Nan and Dan are happy.

      Then Zara’s parents Dina and Abdul come to the food truck. They order two fish plates and two bottles of water. After they eat, Dina and Abdul go inside Bob’s Fix-It Shop to look around.
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            The Lunch Rush

          

        

      

    

    
      At 11:45, ten customers are in line. Zara and Ricardo are busy. At noon, twenty customers are in line.

      Zara says, “This is the lunch rush. I’m working fast, but it’s not easy.”

      Zara cooks quickly. Ricardo brings drinks to the customers in line. Then he serves the customers from the food truck window. Each customer has a number.
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      Ricardo says, “Number two! Your food is ready! Number five, your food is ready!”

      A man picks up number five. He says, “This is fish. I don’t want fish. I don’t like fish! I asked for chicken.”

      Ricardo says, “Are you number five?”

      The man says, “Oh, I’m sorry. I’m number six.”

      Ricardo says, “No problem. Number six will be ready soon.”

      Ricardo and Zara are very busy until 2:00 p.m. Then they get a little rest. They sit down outside the food truck. They drink soda and eat ice cream.

      Bob comes out of his shop. He tells them, “I am extra busy today. The food truck is good for my business. I need someone to help in the shop.”

      Zara says, “My mom, Dina, wants a part time job. I will tell her about the job.”

      Bob says, “Thank you, Zara.”
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            The 100th Customer

          

        

      

    

    
      Around 4:00 p.m., Kate comes to the food truck.

      Kate asks, “Ricardo, how is it going?”

      Ricardo says, “It’s going well. We’re very busy. There are a lot of customers.”

      Kate says, “I’m happy to hear that. Then she asks, “Do you have enough chicken, fish, and ice cream for dinner?”

      Ricardo says, “We have enough chicken and fish, but we need more ice cream.”

      Kate leaves to get more ice cream. She comes back just in time. At 5:45, customers come to order dinners.

      At 6:15 p.m., the 100th customer places his order. The customer is Max. Max is a regular customer at Bob’s Fix-It Shop. Ricardo says, “Congratulations! You’re the 100th customer. Your meal is free.”
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      Max is very happy. He orders a fried chicken plate, a soda, and ice cream. He tells Kate, “The chicken is very good. I like your food truck.”

      Kate says, “Thank you. Please come again next Saturday.”

      The food truck closes at 7:00 p.m. Zara cleans the truck. Ricardo takes out the trash and puts the large sign away. There is some chicken left over. Zara takes some chicken home to her parents. Ricardo takes some chicken to his family.

      Ricardo is tired, but he is happy. It was a good opening day.
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