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  This book, like the first one, is dedicated to the original “Granny Roo”.

Though truthfully, she was never just one person.



Nanny Ruth, who passed this “family legend” down to me and encouraged me to create something special.



My Mama, who filled my childhood with stories and taught me that books were magic.



My Nonnie, with her gentle strength and loving hands.



Granny Roo carries pieces of all three—women whose love, warmth, and support shaped my life.

Granny Roo may wear one name… but her heart carries pieces of all of you.




Brimley’s gentle spirit was inspired by my Granddaddy. 

He filled my childhood with library trips, used bookstores, and a lifelong love of reading.



Bubble Fox Hollow was built from the love of many.


Thank you for believing in my writing long before I believed in it myself.

And thank you for leaving me a legacy made of stories.








  
  Dear Reader, 
Stories have always been how I make sense of the world—especially the messy, magical, and mysterious parts of it. 
Soapy Sally and the Cousin Crew: Legacy of Bubble Fox Hollow was born from that space between imagination and meaning, where laughter and lessons tend to show up hand in hand.
Soapy Sally was created with the help of my grandson, Myles “Cooper” (my Official Mischief Consultant) and my granddaughter, Lilli “Grace” (my beautiful, talented Lil’ Drummer Girl).
Late-night brainstorms, with them as my Chief Idea Wizards, Supreme Riddle Testers, Character Creators, and Read Aloud Listeners, ensured every page shimmered with surprise, adventure, and lots of giggles.
At its heart, this story is about connection—between cousins, between generations, and between the choices we make and the people we become. It’s about curiosity, courage, and the type of teamwork that doesn’t always look perfect, but still manages to hold things together when it matters most.
Soapy Sally herself is a little chaos and a little wisdom wrapped in fur and riddles. She represents those unexpected moments in life that test us, stretch us, and sometimes surprise us into becoming better than we were before.
My hope is that readers—especially young ones—don’t just follow the adventure, but fall in love with it. I hope they laugh at the trouble, think through the puzzles, and recognize a bit of themselves in each character along the way. 
Most of all, I hope they walk away remembering that kindness, bravery, and family (the chosen kind, and the given kind) can carry you through even the strangest of worlds.
Thank you for stepping through the mirror to Bubble Fox Hollow. 
Things are rarely what they seem there—but maybe that’s the point.

With warmth,
 Amy Lucille, Myles Cooper, and Lilli Grace
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  Dear Diary


Dear Diary, 
This is the only place I can write our story. Nobody would ever believe it anyway. 
If I hadn’t lived it, I wouldn’t believe it either. 
I mean, seriously. 
Who’s going to believe that five cousins discovered a broken mirror that was actually a portal to a magical world called Bubble Fox Hollow? 
Then we find out that we’re actually the guardians of this world because our Granny Roo had also been a guardian.
And don’t even get me started on the creatures we met during our journey. 
Of course, there was Soapy Sally—an ancient, magical fox who is the guardian of Bubble Fox Hollow and its magic. 
But there was also Sniffles—the Queen of the magical Sneeze-Cats. Sneeze-Cats are ancient, magical beings whose sneezes summon magic. Talk about sassy! She is very proud of her title as queen. 
Then there was Frostfire, a phoenix/unicorn hybrid. She is one of a kind—born from the flame of Fireheart and the ice of Frostwhisper—and can freeze things with her wings and breathe fire. But her greatest strength is bringing stability to Bubble Fox Hollow.
There was also Old Durtle. He’s an ancient, oversized tortoise whose back is made like stained glass and is bright enough to light an entire forest.
Oh… and he barks!
The last friend we made was Mimsy—a huge parrot. He can light up in different colors, is absolutely obsessed with anything shiny, and is deathly afraid of squirrels. 
In the end, we found out it was Granny Roo who broke the mirror. It was an accident, but she blamed herself, so she asked magic to wipe her memories. We all thought she had dementia. Turns out, all she needed was her lost locket—and Miss Sally to convince her she had done nothing wrong.  
Hidden in Granny Roo’s necklace was a key to lock the portal. We didn’t want to say goodbye to our new friends, but it was the only way to protect the magic of Bubble Fox Hollow. And we had worked too hard restoring the magic to leave it unprotected. 
Did I forget that part? Yeah, we had to complete a task on five different islands. Each time we did, we received a shard to repair the mirror portal. Soapy Sally gave us the final shard, but we couldn’t fully restore the mirror—or the magic—until we found the locket with the key. 
Surprise, surprise! Mr. Shiny Things himself had it all along. 
Mimsy found it all those years ago, when Granny Roo buried it… and completely forgot about it. 
After we said our goodbyes, we inserted the key into the portal, and it just… disappeared. 
Like it dissolved into the mirror. 
What a crazy adventure for a bunch of kids! 
Actually—no.
We weren’t just a group. 
We were a crew.
Sniffles named us the Cousin Crew. 
I was twelve then. I just turned thirteen at the beginning of this school year. 
My cousin Clark turned ten right in the middle of all that chaos, so his birthday didn’t get the attention it deserved. 
My cousin Ruth was nine in October.
My brother Cooper and my cousin Owen both have birthdays coming up. 
Cooper will turn nine in just over a week. 
And little Owen…
He’ll be six in just a few days. 
It’s hard to believe he was only five years old when all this happened. Maybe that’s why he believed so strongly. He never gave up hope—no matter how bad things looked. 
But anyway… that’s the story of the Cousin Crew and the legacy of Bubble Fox Hollow.
I guess our days as guardians were short-lived. 
Because it’s impossible for us to go back. 
At least, that’s what we thought.
But lately… 
Some really weird things have been happening. 

—Grace
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  Chapter 1
The Not-So-Ordinary Ordinary Year


It had been eight months since the Cousin Crew said goodbye to Bubble Fox Hollow. Eight ordinary months, filled with school schedules, missing socks, birthdays, and Granny Roo reminding everyone that a summer of magic didn’t excuse muddy shoes prancing through her house. 
Everything was normal.
Which was strange.
Because nothing felt normal.

      [image: ]Grace lingered underneath the massive willow after school, messenger bag slipping from her shoulder. The backyard tree was comforting, familiar—and somehow made her feel closer to Bubble Fox Hollow. But today, something was different—something she couldn’t quite name. There were no bubbles, no sparkles. Nothing glowed from within. She had no reason to say anything to Granny Roo or the others. Still, it was warmer than usual, as if the sun had been shining on the bark all day. Raising her head toward the cloudy sky, she murmured, “Probably just me.”
Grace made her way to the door. Shaking her head to clear her thoughts, she walked inside to start her math homework.
The slamming of the back door stirred something deep within the roots of the tree. The tiny creature stretched, releasing a soft cooing sound. Shimmering soap bubbles floated upward.

      [image: ]The next morning, Grace and Cooper waited by the willow tree for Clark, Ruth, and Owen. The three crossed from next door and joined them. As they headed to their bus stop, Owen bent to tie his shoes. 
Lost in thought, Grace murmured, “Do you ever feel like you’ve forgotten something super important, but you don’t know what it is?”
Ruth glanced at Owen, rolling her eyes. “You mean the way Owen’s shoes untie themselves four times before breakfast? Seriously, Owen, you will be six in five days. You should be better at this by now.”
Owen stuck out his tongue at Ruth before turning to Grace. “I keep hearing something in my room at night. Like breathing. But not, you know, creepy breathing. More like sleeping puffs. Like when a dog is having a dream.”
Clark eyed Owen with a sideways glance. “But we don’t have a dog.”
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  Chapter 2
The Sound of Wings


Grace was the first one off the bus the next afternoon. The nagging feeling had followed her all day. Stopping under the willow tree, she peered up into the top branches, searching for… what exactly? With no answer for that, she walked to the back door. But a curious sound drew her back. 
Grace whirled around. “What was that noise?” 
Puzzled, Clark asked, “What noise?”
“I’m not sure,” Grace replied, tilting her head from side to side. “It sounds like—wings?”
Clark squinted his eyes in disbelief. “Wings? Seriously, Grace? I think you’re hearing the wind rushing through the branches.”
After a last look into the treetop, she sighed. “Maybe you’re right. Let’s go inside.”

      [image: ]Long after she settled into bed, Grace’s thoughts continued to race. Was she imagining all of this? Or could it be real? She replayed the strange sound from earlier. Where had she heard it…? Suddenly, it clicked. She bolted upright in bed—the answer crashing into her.
“Frostfire!” she whispered, heart racing. “How did I not realize it before? The sound of her wings… it’s a warning! An element… something has tipped too far. Something’s wrong in Bubble Fox Hollow. I need to tell the others!”
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  Chapter 3
How Do We Help?


The night offered little rest. Grace was ready for school and out the door before Granny Roo cracked the first egg or poured the first glass of juice. She didn’t wait for her cousins to join her outside. She rushed through their back door, words spilling out through breathless gasps. 
“Guys! Something is wrong in Bubble Fox Hollow!”
Ruth and Owen jumped up from the table as Clark turned questioning eyes to Grace. “What do you mean? How do you know?”
Cooper bolted through the door, just in time to hear Grace’s explanation.
The answers tumbled from Grace’s mouth in one tangled mess. “I had this nagging feeling—like I forgot something. Then the tree was warm, even though it was cloudy. Then I heard something in the tree, but Clark said it was only the wind. But it wasn’t the wind… it was wings… Frostfire’s wings! The only time you hear her wings is when an element tips in the wrong direction. Soooo, like I said, something is wrong in Bubble Fox Hollow.”
Total silence filled the room. The younger four stared at Grace, stunned. 
Finally, Clark cleared his throat. “If that’s true, what can we do? We sealed the portal. How are we supposed to help?”
Grace dropped her head. “I don’t know. I haven’t figured that part out yet.”
The cousins grew quiet, drifting off in thought—and worry.
Owen paced the length of the room, growing more agitated. “We have to do something! We can’t just sit here and not help them.”
Ruth threw her arms in the air. “But how? The portal is sealed. How are we supposed to get there?”
Owen flung himself into the chair. “I don’t know. But there has to be a way!”
Cooper perked up. “Grace, you said the tree was warm. Right?”
Curious, Grace answered, “Yeah.”
“And you heard the wings in the tree. Right?”
“Yeah,” she answered again. “What are you getting at, Coop?”
“Well, seems to me, if everything is happening around the tree, we should probably check it out.”
“Check it out? What are we looking for?” Ruth asked. 
Cooper shrugged his shoulders. “I don’t know exactly. But we either check the tree or sit here and do nothing.”
Clark held up his hands. “He’s not wrong. It can’t hurt to check.”
Owen bounced up. “Then what are we waiting for? Let’s go!”
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  Chapter 4
A Baby Dragon


The kids rushed out the door and crossed the yards. Owen was the first to reach the tree, circling it and looking up into the crowded branches, feeling the bark as he went. 
His shoulders slumped, head dropping to his chest. “I don’t see anything—and the tree’s completely cold.”
Grace slid her arm around his shoulder. “Don’t worry. We’ll figure this out.”
Owen spun toward Grace. “What was that?”
Confused, Grace asked, “What was… what?”
Owen studied the tree. “Something wet fell on me. Like a raindrop.”
“Well, it’s not rain—“ Grace began, but was interrupted by a cluster of bubbles floating from the willow tree. One landed on Owen’s nose with a soft plop. Another bounced gently on his shoulder. Plop.
Owen wiped his face. “What th—“
Then more bubbles drifted down, forming a tiny, sparkling cloud around him.
Five sets of astonished eyes lifted to the shadowed canopy of the tree. 
“It can’t be,” Grace whispered.
 “It has to be,“ Owen countered.
“Guys,” Ruth frantically pointed to a branch off to the left. “Look.”
A small, purple head peeked through the willow’s long leaves. 
One amethyst eye glimmered, scanning the circle of cousins. 
A tiny giggle escaped, revealing bright pink ears and frills. 
The frills flared, and a cloud of shimmering bubbles drifted into the air. A faint, tinkling chime followed, soft and magical.
“What is that?” Cooper wondered aloud. 
“That, Coop,” Clark answered, “is exactly what you think
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