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ABOUT REPTILES

 

1. Reptiles are among 

the world's oldest 

living animals. 

Alligators have an average

lifespan of 70 years. Ball

python snakes can live to be

forty years old. 
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2. Although the 

majority of reptiles 

lay eggs, some 

snakes produce live 

births.  
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3. Some reptiles may 

go months without 
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food. 
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We're talking about a tight
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diet. 

[image: ]

 

4. There are around 
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8,200 different  
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species of reptiles. 
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The vast majority of these
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are snakes and lizards. 
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5. The saltwater 
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crocodile is the 

world's largest 

reptile, with one 

measuring more 

than 20 feet long! 

 

6. The Brookesia   

nana, often known 

[image: ]

as nano-

chameleon, is the 

world's tiniest 

reptile. 

It's merely 13.5 millimetres

long. Take a look at this

tiny guy! 

7. Turtles have hard 

shells that protect 

them against 
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predators. 

 

8. Turtles spend the 

most of their lives 

in water. 

They barely leave it,
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except to lay eggs. 

9. Turtles are among 

the oldest reptiles 

in the animal 
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kingdom. 

 

10. Turtles can be 

found in almost 

every climate. 

They are tough creatures! 

11. Sea turtles put 

eggs in nests dug 
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into the sand with 

their rear flippers. 

They lay approximately

100-125 eggs at a time.

That is a lot of baby

turtles! 

 

12. A female 

leatherback sea   

turtle returns to 

the area where 

she hatched to lay 

her own eggs. 

[image: ]

13. Freshwater turtles 

live in ponds and 

lakes. 

They are frequently seen
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lying on logs and stones,

basking in the sun. 

 

14. Snapping turtles 

have powerful jaws 

with an average 

bite force of 209 N 

(Newtons).  

Your bite force with your

molars is approximately

1300 N, so while they may

not have as much force as

you, they have enough to

cause significant harm.

Keep your fingers to

yourself. Take a peek at

the people that came too

close to a snapping turtle! 

15. Snapping turtles 

are omnivores, 
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which means they 

consume both 

plants and 

animals. 

Their diet includes

insects, worms, snakes,

fish, plants, and other

small creatures. 

 

16. The Common 

Snapping Turtle lives 

throughout North 

America, from 

southeastern 

[image: ]

Canada to the 

southern point of 

Florida. 

17. Snapping turtles 

can live up to forty 

years old! 

 

18. Tortoises are land-

based creatures 

that are frequently 

confused with 
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turtles. 

Remember that turtles

live largely in water.

Tortoises are land reptiles. 

19. Tortoises have 

strong forelimbs 
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that allow them to 

build burrows and 

hide underground 

when it gets too 

hot. 

 

20. Wild tortoises can 

live for up to 150 

[image: ]

years. 

Even pets frequently

outlive their owners. 

21. One of the 

world's heaviest 

reptiles is the 

[image: ]

saltwater 

crocodile. 

They can weigh more

than a ton. 

 

22. Europe is the only 

continent where 

crocodiles are not 

found.

23. Crocodiles are 

very similar to 
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dinosaurs, despite 

the fact that they 

are reptiles. 

 

24. Crocodiles can 

open their jaws 

underwater 

mainly because 

they have a valve 

in the back of their 

throats. 
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25. Crocodiles have 

the most 

[image: ]

powerful bite 

force ever 

recorded.  

They usually measure

16,460 N (Newtons).

 

26. Crocodiles 

typically hunt at 

night and have 

amazing night 

vision.
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27. Crocodiles are 

quick! They can 

swim at speeds of 

up to 15 kilometres 

per hour (9.3 mph). 

 

28. Unlike crocodiles, 

alligators can't 

survive in 

saltwater. 

[image: ]

29. Alligator eyes 
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glow
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