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            THE MATRIX IS MAGIC

          

          BY DANIEL DARRINGTON

        

      

    

    
      The Matrix is magic. In fact, I would argue it’s more magical than arcane magic is.

      In the Matrix, all things are possible. If you can think it, you can do it. Better yet, anyone (even the arcanely inclined) can access the wonders of the Matrix. Put on a pair of stylish AR glasses and you’re there. No muss, no fuss, no arcane deal to make. The Matrix is the great equalizer—used for information, cooperation, collaboration, and, of course, commerce.

      Like the Matrix, Augment is all about information. We bring you the news from the stores and streets first—have you heard about the Stormbringer yet? You will in our Current Events column. How about what the newest VAvatar star, Sizzler, is up to? Find out in our Celebrity Sightings column. Hunter Cobb continues his investigation into the Tailgate Riots happening in the Mile High City in The Body Politic: An Eye on Denver column series. Things take quite a turn, and you can only read about it in Augment!

      But the Matrix isn’t just for information, it’s also for fun. Where else can you hang out and catch up with family when you live on opposite sides of the country, or the world? Or meet up with your friends from all over the globe to play the latest and greatest games—like Running Dark (you don’t want to miss this issue’s twofer from Xander Phox!)? Or watch your favorite trid with your bestie, even if you’re sick? No biological germs in the Matrix! And for those of you who fear digital beasties, this issue’s Leach’s Liks has you covered.

      We all know life isn’t always fun and games. We work for a living, and the Matrix allows corporations the luxury of collaboration and cooperation between far-flung employees to enhance commerce. After all, business is what makes the world go round. It’s how new medicines are made, new technology is invented, and new products come to market. The Matrix allows for all of that and makes it easier and more accessible every day.

      In Poppy Yelverton’s Cover Talk column, Poppy has lunch with Warren Varane, a manager from Charisma Associates. This everyman pulls the curtain back to reveal just how valuable the Matrix is to his job, and how much it allows him to enjoy life outside the Matrix. I appreciate Mr. Varane’s point of view about work-life balance combined with a balanced Matrix/Non-Matrix lifestyle.

      Truly, the Matrix is magic. There is nothing else in the world like it. It is a tool, a toy, and a touchstone for our generation. Without the Matrix, our lives would be so much less. Augment would be so much less than it is. Fortunately, that is not the today we live in. So turn the page and enjoy our Summer 2083 issue.
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            CELEBRITY SIGHTINGS

          

          RACHE BREAK

        

      

    

    
      Hey, Augmenters! Rache Break here, ready to break your heart with stone-cold news and bolster your “wisp” spirits! (Can’t spot the spoilers? Come on, keep up with the chatter, chummer!)

      Let’s set the record straight—this ain’t no glitterazzi gossip binge. Me and my team, we do our research and use Horizon-verified tech to check our sources and search out the truth. We don’t need to bedazzle with falsehoods because we, Augmenters, are good at what we do. And we always eventually find out what’s true, even if it might take a few issues.

      So everything you read here has at least a verifiable kernel of truth (some more than others, I’ll admit that), and we’ll update our stories as new information comes to life.

      Stories leak before truth, after all, and we don’t want you to miss out!

      So let’s get going with our fave section: corp goss!

      BIZ GOSSIP!

      
        
        Isn’t flying supposed to be safe?

      

      

      
        
        You all might remember Jonathan Leeds, owner of the popular (and absolutely stupendous) The Dark Side club in London. News reports shared that his father, venerable business owner Gordon Leeds, recently passed away in a plane crash over the Pacific Ocean. Investigations now report that it was a malfunction in the plane’s guidance system. Do we smell a potential lawsuit? Regardless of what legal entanglements may arise from this, we offer our deepest condolences to Leeds the younger and hope that he, and the business, will heal and prosper.

      

      

      
        
        Marketing Gone Wrong

      

      

      
        
        This one’s a bit strange, and I’ll admit we’ve got less verified data than usual, and this decker spent entirely too much time trying to decipher it, so I’ll start by giving you the story as stated: Ottech is developing a new Kevlar-enforced woven window fiber (don’t ask—I have no idea what this is even supposed to be...a woven window?) by driving an old bus into the front window of their headquarters. ...their headquarters! According to company PR, this stunt was meant to lead the launch of their new product, by first making an unforgettable statement, and then replacing their window with their new protective product. I can’t wait to see them test it with another bus!

      

      

      Breakdown in comms

      There’s a rumor going around that the North Dakota Horizon Server Farm was hacked into and some proprietary, highly sensitive data concerning some of its top clientele was taken. Always concerned for the security of its staff and clients, Horizon asked several deckers, myself included, to dive deep into the servers and try to spot any datatrails left behind by the thieves.

      Well, chummers, it was a ’trix party as several of us bounced around looking for trails of missing data or broken connections. We looked hard and found no traces whatsoever that Horizon security had been breached. What a relief! Anyone saying different is just jealous of our IC!

      
        
        A Bouncing Baby Boy!

      

      

      Horizon Extra-Territorial Tech Vice President Talia Lalonde happily and painlessly gave birth at a verified Horizon med facility, and surprised her entire team by introducing an elf baby boy! “Of course I knew the baby was going to have elf features,” said the laughing, bright-eyed mother. “Horizon medical staff worked with me to engineer the child to have certain desired traits. It’s as simple as that!” Lalonde’s very human husband didn’t comment, and any rumors of her stepping out with someone else have all been disproven. All that’s left now is to congratulate their growing family!
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      CELEBRITY GOSSIP!

      This section used to be called “Shadow Gossip,” but it was stated to me (quite rightly) that this title might lead some individuals to believe that we court shadowrunners and other unfavorables, which obviously we don’t. So we’re renaming it Celebrity Gossip, and anyone here who might have once been a criminal is most certainly no longer one! Or we’re mentioning them here simply to help catch them, supporting the justice system and not the criminals!

      

      
        
        Sizzling for Sizzler

      

      

      If you’re breathing and alive and speaking to anyone who watches anything, you’ve probably heard of new VAvatar sensation Sizzler. As far as Vtube personalities go, this one is H.O.T.! With piercing eyes, elven ears, turquoise hair the length of sin, a body that’s just made to bounce a datastick off, and, best part—a merman? Swoon! Look, the first time I saw him, I think I blacked out. So hot he iced me, baby.

      Anyway, this decker’s a fan, in case you’d missed it. And I’m bringing you the most exciting gossip possible: Sizzler is in talks with several studios to star in a brand new action Vtube serial named Atlantis Sizzles. I don’t know about you, but I’ll be keeping a close eye on these developments (and on Sizzler!).

      
        
        New Hot Band!

      

      

      This is “hot” off the press. A new band was just announced by Horizon Music Productions! We just received this exciting teaser: Spark, Cinder, Ember, Flame – We are Inferno! Stay tuned for what I’m sure we’ll get the best scoop on!

      
        
        Heart of Stone?
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      Stone Heart, beloved trid lead of Forever Flames, has seen many accusations come his way since his meteoric rise to fame. Some people say these accusations are baseless and founded more in his race—since he’s an ork—than facts. (Augment and its parent company are proud to feature members of ork presentation and/or culture in their content and ads.) One of those accusations that kept sticking like soykaf on the bottom of a shoe was that he’d dumped his fiancée right before their wedding because his spotlight blazed practically overnight, and he could now “do better.”

      (Okay, the story goes, and I’m just reporting it to be fair, that Stone’s manager told him he’d gotten the lead part just as the wedding march started blasting, announcing the bride would soon join him to tie the knot. By the time she’d reached the front of the not-so-big church, he was already gone. Poof, just like his character Karl Blaze did when escaping the lair of the evil Weeder.)

      Well, Augmenters, your girl here spent lots of time hunting down this mystery woman and found her! She lives in a lovely apartment sponsored by Arkana Studios, producers of Forever Flames, and doesn’t seem to be hurting for anything. I asked her about the breakup, and she waved me off, stating: “Stone Heart in no way broke our nuptials in a callous manner as per recent rumor. As you can see, both he and the studio take good care of me, simply an old friend down on her luck who by no means, legal or otherwise, has anything to say or hold against him. Thank you for caring, but please know that I am well, and those rumors are inflated to reflect a reality that does not, in fact, exist. Please refer to Arkana’s lawyers should you like further reassurances of my well-being.”

      There you go. Glad we could clear that up.

      
        
        Smash and Wisp

      

      

      More updates on the DJ world, and you definitely heard it here first: Remember that beautiful woman parading on DJ Smash’s arm, whom Will-o-Wisp also greeted warmly? Well, her identity isn’t yet revealed, but she was seen again with the prominent DJs at a gig at Lorel’s Lorien Café. This time, wearing a red dress that would have stolen any other show, except that DJ Smash and Will-o-Wisp SMASHED it! The race is on to identify this hot number linked to the prominent duo, and this decker intends to break the news first!

      
        
        A Tad Too Sharpée?

      

      

      Augment’s well-known (though perhaps not as beloved as she believes) fashion editor, Murielle Sharpée, seems to have come into direct conflict with a Horizon Board member over her, ah, exaggerated description of his daughter’s fashion sense. In true Horizon style, they discussed what would make both parties happy, and Ms. Sharpée graciously agreed to let Allira Ka-Dabra write this issue’s “Fashionista Alert” column. Some sources state that they overheard a tirade from Ms. Sharpée stating, “That ataoka doesn’t know fashion from a joytoy’s overused <redacted>,” and “She makes about as much sense as a wirehead on <redacted>.” I mean, it’s pretty clear that no one at Horizon would ever use those words, so just ignore those other sources, and enjoy guest columnist Allira’s Fashionista Alert in this issue!

      OTHER GOSSIP

      
        
        Runator’s Sacred Blade is Spyware?

      

      

      Like most game-loving deckers, I’ve been enjoying Shiawase Simsense Studios’ Runator’s fully immersive deck-in or -out sword and sorcery throwback game (think Gauntlet, but on serious derms). With more character classes than ’trix gossip, more options than bytes, this game is serious fun for the immersive experience seeking paladin (Or sorcerer. Or barbarian. Or alchemist…each of those has at least a hundred available subclasses! And in any type of character species you’d like to play, real or made up! Blows my dwarven mind!).

      Okay, scene set, I wanted you to understand why reporting this is so painful. Goss on the street from some fairly reliable sources is that the game is absolutely riddled with spyware. This is a clever little program, though, which only activates spyware at higher levels, after other harmless seeming data packets installed themselves on the user’s deck, forming a welcoming but difficult to detect data node to launch the spyware.

      Did you unlock the Sacred Rune Blade (level 234) or defeat the Leeches of Doom (level 332)? Well, those are just two of the milestones that deposit data packets into your deck. And even your best scans won’t detect them, chummers. No word from Shiawase about this, yet, but be sure to install any patch they quietly release—assuming you’re still going to keep playing, that is. I know more than one gamer who won’t take kindly to this news, and will walk away from a game that tries to ferret out their data or darkest secrets, no matter how addicting it may be.

      While we wait for that patch, EveAngel and Solo Reef have put together this guide which will help you remove three data packets—should be enough to stop that nasty spyware from sleazing into your system! More when we know. In the meantime, Rune On (safely)!

      
        
        The Rogue Operative’s Mysterious Trail

      

      

      In a twist that could be straight out of a heist trid, an anonymous figure in a luminous Neon Haze Hood was seen shadowing one of Ares’ top execs last week. While no one’s yet managed to name this maverick, whispers in the Matrix suggest they might be a former security operative gone rogue. Seems odd to this gossip-hunter that someone trying to avoid being seen, someone who’s entire training is in security, would be so easily spotted (which, you know, wearing anything Neon Haze will lead to). My nose is twitching, and I’m sensing a possible publicity stunt about to happen...stay tuned!

      
        
        Pop up (really up!) Art?

      

      

      Graffiti isn’t a new art form, but right now it seems to be running rampant in Seattle. Not just in the SINless sections—even corporate buildings of various megacorps have been tagged. This isn’t just drive-by graffiti either, no scrawled crude words this decker isn’t going to share in this distinguished publication. These are intricate murals, beautifully created with a wide paint palette, showing an even wider range of subjects. On the ACHE, at least twenty horse/car hybrids are racing up its side, all the way to at least the 54th floor (that’s one tall building!) On the AZ Pyramid, children are dangling from the edges of several levels, laughing, and looking ridiculously lifelike. On the Berkley Tower, a giant ape-figure is dangling from the top, looking 3D despite being only painted on. Weirdest part? No one ever sees the mysterious artist at work. Artists surmise that the scale and complexity of the work, not to mention the height at which it’s done, must take days, if not weeks, to accomplish. And yet each work appeared overnight, with no sign of the painter.

      Those same artists are busy working up a profile of the shadow artist, or maybe trying to decipher the style. I’ll report back with more news and updates as I get them. In the meantime, keep your eyes out for this enigmatic stylist’s art. You never know when or where it’ll pop up next!

      

      That’s it for this issue, Augmenters! We’ll update on the sizzliest gossip by next issue, and bring you a brand new slate of unforeseens, barely-seens, and wow-seens!

      Ciao, Chummers!
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            CURRENT EVENTS: CUTTING THE DECK

          

          BY TEJ WEAVER

        

      

    

    
      We’re on a job overseas—I won’t say where, but they’ve got the best Pad Woon Sen anywhere—when Topaz grabs my arm. “Tej, didja see that?”

      Now, she’s my girl, but she’s still an ork, so it feels like somebody just attached a clamp around my bicep. “Yo, Tope, loosen up and let the blood flow, yeah?” I tell her, and she releases her hold on me with a little shrug. “Okay, what’s got you all giddy, exactly?” Because all I see are some tourists, the regular street trash, and of course our client.

      She grins at me like a little kid, if that kid was a foot taller’n me and had a buzzcut and tusks. “That guy over there in the corner, the one with the wraparounds. He’s got a Fairlight!”

      I do the whole “casual lean against the bar” thing, flicking my gaze around the room like I’m bored, and sure enough there’s the fella she mentioned. Little dude, dwarf most likely, and stocky, with a tattooed scalp and mirrored wraparound shades. His face’s lit by his tablet, but I can’t tell much beyond that from here.

      “Okay, so?” I ask. “Not so fair, you ask me, but hey, whatever floats your boat.”

      Topaz is a gearhead and a bit of a hardware geek, but I like her anyway. Now, though, she gives me a look like I’m an idiot. “His deck,” she says, real slow and patient. Which always makes my blood boil, but at least it’s not Del doing that to me. “It’s a Fairlight Excalibur. That’s like the king of all cyberdecks.”

      “Yeah? Nice.” One deck’s much like another to me—I don’t play in that world, never have, this one’s enough of a handful—so I don’t get the big deal, but she’s excited so I play along. “You should tell Sam.” He’s our hacker, he’ll definitely appreciate whatever you’re talking about here a whole lot more’n I will.”

      She nods and taps her commlink, then spends the next minute or two geebling with him about it. That’s fine. I keep my eye on our client, since our job’s getting him to this meeting and back out alive and intact. Good thing I’m the responsible one in this crew!
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        * * *

      

      A few weeks later, we’re back at our pad and Topaz plops onto the couch next to me. Which damn near flips the whole thing over, and us with it. “Hey,” she says, bumping me with her shoulder. “Remember that deck I saw?”

      “Uh, sure. The Fairchild.” I was watching a new music vid, but I shunt that to the background for her. Hope she appreciates that.

      She snorts. “Fairlight. The Excalibur. Yeah.” She leans in a bit and lowers her voice, even though it’s just us here—Del’s out doing some kinda parkour exercise over the roofs and I think Sam went to get supplies. And food, I hope. “Anyway, I just heard something real interesting.”

      “Oh?” I’m always up for good gossip.

      “Yeah. Word is, they’ve got a new deck coming out soon. The Stormbringer.”

      “Uh, okay.” Like I said, I don’t care much about cyberdecks. Don’t know much about them, to be honest, and don’t really care to. They tend to melt in interesting ways when I toss fire at them, which is the important thing.
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      But she’s giving me that look again. The “did you grow up under a rock?” look. Which, y’know, Del and me would have loved to have a rock back then. But whatever, distant past and all that jazz.

      “You don’t understand,” Topaz tells me. “This is a big deal.”

      “Is it?” “Big deal” sometimes means “chance at big money,” and that definitely has me interested, so I twist around to face her properly, flames dancing over my fingertips. “Do tell.”

      She eyes the fire warily—hey, I’ve only burned a few things since she’s joined us, and at least one of those was an accident!—but can’t stop herself. “Okay, look. The Firelight Excalibur’s the best deck out there, right? Only, it’s made by Novatech.”

      Now she’s got my full attention. “Novatech? Seriously?” They were a player, back in the day—word is they helped found the Corporate Court. After
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