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        WHAT USE IS LOVE WHEN I HAVE A LOVER

      

      

      My sister is an amazing person. Wife, mother, award winning baker, and the best sister ever. Most of the time. Today, not so much. I stopped by to see if I could charm her into gifting me with a baked good. I am getting a baked good. Fresh baked even. But the cost, oh the cost.

      I am stuck here while she bakes and she hasn’t stopped going on about how I need love in my life. I could kick Aria for being caught having a boyfriend except I know she is likely suffering as much as I am, possibly more. Katie tells me that she has issued her poor daughter Aria, my darling niece, an ultimatum. Show up with the boyfriend she has been hiding or her mother is coming to stay with her until she meets him. Since I know for a fact that as much as Aria loves her mother she would walk barefoot across a sea of legos before inviting her mother to stay at her house until she meets her new boyfriend, I feel certain she will do nearly anything to prevent that happening.

      As far as I know, Aria has not actually been hiding a boyfriend so it should be interesting to see how this plays out.

      I watch Katie slip my muffins into the oven and turn to face me. Determination crosses her face and it is all I can do not to roll my eyes. Here comes the speech.

      “Kaylynn, I have been thinking.”

      “Goddess save us, what now?”

      “Well, I feel like you have been setting a bad example for the girls all this time. You never bring any of your boyfriends around and the girls have this idea that they can stay single forever. They certainly didn’t get that idea from me but I think they did get it from watching you. I was hoping you could help encourage them to date more seriously by bringing the man you have been seeing around for Christmas. Who knows? It might inspire him to make your relationship more official.” She finishes with a shrug like she hasn’t been saying the most asinine things.

      How does she think this is ok? “Listen. I have tried to humor you but this is not okay. While it is fine for you to want everyone paired up and happy, this brow-beating and threatening everyone is not. How dare you? You are not the orchestrator of everyone in this family. And this just may be my last straw. Perhaps you forgot because I am so easy about most things, but I am the older sister and I will drag your butt outside and give you the thrashing mom would be cheering right now if she were here. She would be horrified at how backward you are acting. If, and this is a giant if at this point, if I ever do decide to bring someone by it will be because I wanted them to meet you all. Not because you think I am setting a bad example for the girls. Ugh. You should be ashamed Katie. What is wrong with you?”

      Katie is good and mad now. The likelihood that I will get to eat those muffins is slim while the probability of them being thrown at my head is becoming greater by the minute. “You listen here Kaylynn, if you ever want to have another baked good from this house you are going to bring your gentleman by here and act like an adult!”

      “You are not the only baker in town. You are the girls' only mother and do you really want to alienate them like this? Is forcing your wishes on everyone worth the relationships you have with them? With me?”

      Katie pales and I think maybe I got through to her. “What? What do you mean alienating them? And you? What?”

      “Sit down Katie.” I watch her sit down across from me, “You are trying to force us all into something that we don’t necessarily want. You can’t do that. Honestly, you owe Aria an apology for  threatening her like that. We all know that you want the best for us but you need to face the fact that maybe our best is not going to line up with your vision for us. Your heart is in the right place Katie but you are being that awful pushy mother everyone complains about. Why do you think Aria hasn’t been home in so long? Why do you think that Amira spends so much time working or hiding? Why do you think I only come over sometimes? We love you but our decisions are just that. Our decisions, not yours. You are an amazing person. Let us live our lives while you spend more time with your husband. All your children are grown now. Your business is thriving, perhaps if you spent all this extra energy on play time with him you wouldn’t have time to worry about our love lives.”

      Katie puts her head in her hands, “Maybe you’re right. Maybe I should worry less about the love lives of my favorite people and more about my own.”

      “Exactly. And now that you are down off that hill I will tell you something. I do have a lover but that is all he will ever be. He isn’t right for me and he never will be. He is a relatively attentive lover and I can pass time with him. If I bring someone here for the holidays, it will be someone new that I have yet to meet. Because I haven’t found a guy in this town that is worthy of your cooking. And you know, as long as I have a lover I am not really looking for love. Who needs love when you have a lover? Not this woman.”

      “Ooh, I feel like you are tempting fate saying things like that.”

      “I am fine with that. I am not actively avoiding love, just not seeking it out. There aren’t any guys around here that I am really interested in dating. So fate is going to have to breeze a new guy into town. I don’t think she is going to do that just for me.”
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        MY LOVER IN TOWN

      

      

      As I leave Katie’s place I decide to stop by Paul’s place, if he isn’t busy. I text him as I walk out to the car, he responds immediately. That, and other recent behaviors, make me wonder if maybe it is time for me to move on and find a different lover. I think this one may be catching feelings and I am not interested in him that way.

      He seems a nice enough guy. He is an attentive lover for sure though nothing to write home about. He's a banker and makes decent money though that isn’t much a concern for me beyond that he doesn’t need help paying for dinner when it is his turn. Paul is happy to have me come over and I message back that I will be there in twenty minutes. I want to drop the muffins off at my place because Paul just doesn’t rate Katie’s muffins. I get the muffins dropped off and head over there, munching on one as I drive. I don’t expect him to feed me and I haven’t had dinner yet so a little snack is in order before I get frisky.

      I pull into his drive, put the car in park, and a feeling of dread washes over me. Definitely time to get some space from him. I knock on the door and I hear him rushing to answer it. How did I not notice so many little signs before? He opens the door and welcomes me in. He smells nice as I hug him in greeting.

      He asks, “Are you hungry? I was just putting some finishing touches on some chicken cacciatore. I love when we get to eat together. I know you are awfully busy but having dinner at home with you is nice.”

      Damn. Guess I am not going to have any frisky business before I go, “Well, I really just want to talk to you. Can we sit down somewhere and talk?”

      He flashes a tight lipped smile my way and nods saying, “We may as well sit in the kitchen, I need to pull the chicken out of the oven.”

      Entering the kitchen I see it is set for the two of us to have a romantic dinner. Candles on the table, with wine glasses at each place setting. I sit down and wait for him to finish setting the chicken on the stove.

      He really drags it out and I think he knows where this is going. I briefly contemplate just getting up and leaving but I will have to see him again. This town isn’t that big. Thankfully I bank at a different bank than the one he works in.

      He eventually makes it over to sit down across from me, reluctance and something else written in every line on his face.

      “I think we should stop seeing each other. It seems like you want this
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