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  Born: January 26, 1920, Vienna, Austria


  Died: April 26, 2009, New York City, NY


  1920: An Austrian-Born Ghost Hunter was in the making. Professor Dr. Hans Holzer, best known for his plethora of hundreds of cases worldwide dealing with the paranormal and the occult, deeming him The Father of the Paranormal. In 1935, at the age of fifteen, Hans became an avid collector of antiques and coins and was an ardent bibliophile.


  The 1928 book, Occultism in This Modern Age by Dr. T.K. Oesterreich, a professor at the University of Tubingen in Germany, began Hans’ interest in ghosts. His was an idle curiosity, mixed with a show-me kind of skepticism. He took a course in journalism and began selling articles to local papers. In 1949, he returned to Europe as an accredited foreign correspondent, with the intent to write articles on cultural activities, the theater, and human interest stories. He also began to compose music and write scores in New York, which later led the way to Off Broadway success in Manhattan.


  One year later, Hans returned to Europe visiting many cities including London, and was invited backstage at The Hippodrome Theater where comedian Michael Bentine, was appearing. After Mr. Bentine offered Hans a home-grown tomato instead of a drink, the two hit off, as Hans was a vegan.


  Through mutual friends back in Manhattan, he began work on a television series based on actual hauntings. He met regularly with others at the Edgar Cayce Foundation in New York. The purpose was to enter into a quest for truth in the vast realm of extrasensory perception.


  From then on, he devoted more and more time to the field. One of the great mediums, Eileen Garret, president of the Parapsychology Foundation in New York, in 1946, worked with Hans and encouraged him to write about his work.


  1963, his first book was born, titled, ‘Ghost Hunter’ and went into an unheard of eleven printings. 145 more books would follow. Hans stated that sometimes an “ordinary” person does manage to see or hear a ghost in an allegedly haunted location, be it a building or even an open space. Such a person could be sensitive or mediumistic, without knowing it and is less unusual then one might think. The Holzer Method was born before the 1950’s, where combining the work of those with sight and that of the academic and science stance to the field, would yield far better results in obtaining data to help us further understand what happens when we die.


  Even though Hans was artistic and therefore sensitive person, he did not profess to mediumship and certainly would not be satisfied with the meager impressions he may have garnered himself, physically. He knew that a more advanced psychic talent would be needed for better results. So he took his “sensitive” with him, or what became affectionately known as his medium-in-tow, on cases to try and solve them for all those involved.


  His career was a unique whirl wind of books, research, lectures, teaching, hundreds of national and regional talk show appearances, co-hosting/hosting programs such as Ghost Hunter on Boston’s Channel 2, NBC’s In Search Of with Leonard Nemoy (an Alan Landsburg production), Beyond The Five Senses in Louisville, KY, Explorations with Brownville Productions in Ohio. In radio, he had a continuous segment with New York City’s WOR station with famed radio personality Joe Franklin who still remains a family friend. Some books and case work yielded films such as Amityville II: The Possession, the adaptation from his best-selling novel Murder in Amityville, based on his work on the case in Amityville, Long Island and The Amityville Curse, which also became a film in 1989 that went to Sweden, the US in 1990 and then in 1991, was released in Japan.


  Holzer became and still is considered a leading authority in the field of the paranormal, having earned his PhD from the London College of Applied Science. He spent over six decades traveling the world to obtain firsthand accounts of paranormal experiences, interviewing expert researchers, and developing para-psychological protocols and terminology such as ‘sensitive’ and ‘beings of light.’ He taught a class in parapsychology at the New York Institute of Technology for nearly a decade.


  One of his favorite quotes comes from T.S. Elliot’s Confidential Clerk saying blandly, “I don’t believe in facts.” Hans did. “Facts,”, he said, “come to think of it—are the only things—I really do believe in.”
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  Author and Scientific Paranormal Researcher Alexandra Holzer, is no stranger to the world of the supernatural, publishing or art. She attended The Fashion Institute of Technology earning two degrees in Fine Arts and Advertising, following her mother Countess Catherine Buxhoeveden, who also attended the art school.


  Stepping into her late father’s (Dr. Hans Holzer) ghostly footsteps, she is a published author and writes for different organizations from AOL’s Huffington Post to Canada’s UFO Digest and the popular holistic green zine, OM Times, in Asheville, North Carolina. Her fresh, journalistic approach has a ‘don’t hold back’ feel and an openness welcoming in all types of stories.


  Her Parisian grandmother, Rosine Claire, married The Count of Russia which had relations to Catherine the Great. Rosine affectionally known as ‘Nana’, also authored titles French Gourmet Vegetarian, New French Gourmet Vegetarian and French Vegetarian Cosmetics. The Buxhoeveden Family has a published family book written in German entitled, Riga 1201 Buxhoeveden, 2001. They also once produced a Red and Black Label Vodka difficult to get it into the states.


  Holzer has appeared in several film documentaries associated with the Paranormal field and has done hundreds of national talk radio shows including hosting. She’s published a few books, one of which, Growing up Haunted, was optioned for TV and film rights with award winning producers in Hollywood, Marilyn and Gregg Vance. With a comic book series called Ghost Gal in the works through Raven’s Head Press, books and screenplays, her plate is full but has goals for television as well.


  Holzer’s vegan iconic father was the late prolific author, lyricist, speaker, spiritualist and ground-breaking modern Parapsychologist, Professor Dr. Hans Holzer, Ph.D. He’s authored hundreds of titles from non-fiction to fiction in the genres of parapsychology, paranormal, religion, healing and poetry. He is most known for the adaptation of his book, Murder in Amityville, for the film Amityville Horror: The Possession and NBC’s television show In Search Of with Leonard Nimoy. He also had a radio stint with Manhattan’s radio station WOR with the legendary Joe Franklin.


  While helping others with a reading if needed as well as taking cases lending her support, Holzer has gone on investigations but feels that her expertise lies not just with haunted homes, places or people, but also in getting ‘impressions’ and being ‘sensitive’ to her surroundings on a quest for the unknown with a sense of humor. She grew up haunted and therefore has known nothing else.


  She’s married with four children, has a couple of rescue dogs and fights the good fight for two of her children that have Type 1 Diabetes. Learn more about this chronic illness at www.jdrf.org. For up-to-date information on Alexandra, please visit www.alexandraholzer.com
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  Introduction


  Now hear this: there are people living in other worlds in space; they are more or less like us, and they have been coming here rather frequently in UFOs.


  UFOs are not imaginary, not the product of overactive minds.


  UFOs—Unidentified Flying Objects—are tangible machines made of metal, propelled by several kinds of energy (none of these kinds are yet known to us on Earth) and they have landed, are landing, and will land in various places of our globe.


  These spacecraft are piloted by intelligent beings, and the crews of UFOs, the Ufonauts, have been in contact with a great many human beings already.


  People from far-off worlds do not come here to confuse us; they are studying our world, they are taking specimens of our fauna and flora, they are very curious about humans, because they are different, ahead of us in many ways.


  Why are they coming here? What will happen next?


  That is why I entered the field with a vengeance; because all of the preceding statements are not theory, not opinion, not unproven speculation. These statements represent hard facts, supported by proper evidence. Now that I have this firsthand information, I am amazed at the complacency with which official, responsible sources have dealt with these undeniable facts—facts drawn from large segments of the world’s population. Perhaps this book will help awaken the kind of interest the matter of UFOs deserves. I have just put down the last of some fifty or sixty books dealing with unidentified flying objects, popularly called flying saucers. For the past several months I have lived a double life: on the one hand, I have tried to maintain a reasonably normal existence as a writer and researcher, as a broadcaster, and last but not least, as a family man. On the other hand, I have come face-to-face with the overwhelming body of material pertaining to extraterrestrial incursions into our world, having far more contact with the subject than in previous years.


  Once I had embarked upon the writing and researching of this book, however, the first of its kind for me, I realized that I was dealing with something far more significant in terms of human experience than all my other subjects. To do a book on ghostly apparitions, or on life after death, or on ESP, does, after all, involve human beings in one form or another, and relates to situations solely in this world. As I got deeper and deeper into the research concerning extraterrestrial visitors, I realized how many of my former notions about the subject had been false or partially wrong. I found myself in the position of a discoverer of new horizons, and realized that I had been repeating things I had heard elsewhere without personally checking into them, taking them at face and sometimes mouthing the opinions of others rather than solid facts. For instance, I had grown up ridiculing the early “contactees,” such as George Adamski and Orfeo Angelucci, people who claimed to have ridden in flying saucers. I had never spoken to these people or looked into the material closely. Now I came to it with a fresh mind, a new point of view—the truth in this material had to be evaluated in relation to my own findings with new cases, with new people.


  As I looked upon the stack of books dealing with UFOs, I also realized how formidable the amount of this literature already is. Clearly, it was not my job to restate or rehash old material, state facts recorded elsewhere, unless I had something new to offer in relation to them.


  At once, I was in a quandary: was I to restate the gist of all these books, all those findings, telling my public once again what had allegedly happened, and was I to add my own interpretations and reasonings to this well-known material? Or was it my position to ignore all that had been published elsewhere and start fresh, basing the present work solely on my own findings, experiences and new witnesses?


  After considerable soul-searching, it came to me that my job was to take neither one nor the other position, but in a sense, a combination of both. Clearly, if I were to shed light on a most vexing problem that is at the same time one of the most important subjects ever to concern man, I must be guided only by a quest for truth and verification. For no subject is as beset by doubts and allegations of fraud as the literature of UFOs; no subject is as likely to divide the public into two hostile camps, firmly opposed to each other, as is the subject of extraterrestrial intercourse (visitations from other, presumably intelligent worlds), since it involves not only a question of basic belief or disbelief, but an entirely new approach to philosophy, to the concept of life as we know it in this world.


  We are dealing here with basic issues, concerning not merely a marginal aspect of our lives, but fundamental concepts and problems concerning the very core of our existence and future. The subject of extraterrestrials, therefore, cannot be taken lightly, nor must it be left to cultists and irrational dreamers, but must be rescued from the hands of partisan claimants and placed upon a rational platform where the general public can view it dispassionately and make up its own mind. At the same time, the very complicated problem of extraterrestrial relationships must not be allowed to be drowned by hostile scientific factions or governmental agencies in the mistaken notion that such knowledge might upset the emotional balance of the populace.


  All this went through my head as I sifted through my files of many years, which contained private material I had collected on this subject, and tried to correlate this material with published accounts in the many books before me. I occupy a certain position in the minds of my readership: that of a critical, scientifically trained, but at the same time, friendly observer of unusual phenomena. Those who have followed me through many books dealing with ghosts and apparitions, and with evidence for life after death and other ESP-related subjects, know very well that I document my cases, that I leave nothing to the imagination or to guesswork, and that I do not accept unverified accounts as statements of fact. My work dealing with reincarnation, for instance, leaves no alternate explanation for the cases I have published, which is in sharp contrast to many other books dealing with the same subject, even those by some very well-known and well-trained writers. I do not believe in believing; I look for facts. Belief is the uncritical acceptance of something that you cannot prove, and belongs in the realm of religion, not science.


  At the same time, postulating certain situations and then going about proving the correctness of one’s assumption is a proper scientific position, provided one comes up with substantial evidence to back up one’s theory. It was clear to me that unsubstantiated belief in anything would have no place in this book. On the other hand, I realized that some of the material and evidence I would present within these pages might go against accepted scientific views. In order to sway the scientific establishment or the non-establishment scientist, my argument would have to be not only persuasive but supported by reasonable evidence. By reasonable I do not mean that which fits tightly into the known categories of scientific fact, but that which appears to be well-supported by observations, even if the results are startling, upsetting, frightening, and altogether new.


  For we must never forget that we are neither at the pinnacle of scientific discovery, nor at the end of the road leading towards a better understanding of the universe—for all we know, we may be at the very beginning, certainly no further along the way than the middle, at best. It is one of the fallacies of modern science to think of itself as having reached great heights beyond which lies little that is new. The opposite is true, and in the course of future discoveries many previously held ideas concerning the nature of the universe will have to fall by the wayside.


  It is therefore desirable to enter this investigation with a totally objective point of view, assuming nothing, rejecting nothing out of hand, and looking at the evidence, as it were, from an external point of view as if one were an observer from another world, watching the proceedings on planet Earth dispassionately in order to correct and enlarge the existing record of events, facts, and situations. Only then can one hope to come up with a reasonably accurate account concerning the reality of a phenomenon that has been with us from the beginning of mankind, a phenomenon that may yet turn out to be the number-one subject for humanity on planet Earth.


  What I will present in these pages, then, consists of two approaches. First, I have gone through all the available material and evidence published to date, and extracted from it all that I consider the truth, and I will tell my readers why I feel it is the truth. I will relate this material to cases of my own which are primary investigations presenting new evidence, not published before, and together with this new material draw certain conclusions concerning the reality of the extraterrestrial visitations, their nature and purpose, and their likely future.


  There isn’t a phenomenon in the arsenal of occult experiences that somewhere along the line has not been obscured by delusion or fraud; this is part of human nature, and it is the nature of the beast that all truth also attracts some untruth. Likewise, there is bound to be delusion, fraud, falsehood in the vast reaches of extraterrestrial phenomena, and separating this negative material from the verifiable, authentic material will be part of this book’s attraction. Finally, my findings are not meant to sensationalize what is already an unusual situation, nor is the work meant to frighten people, nor do I wish to speculate unduly from my armchair on matters which can only


  As much as own resolve themselves in the field. I am able to, I am bringing my analytical yet intuitive mind into play so that the resulting accounts will stand up in any reasonable court of universal law as being either the truth or close to it, as close as our human limitations permit us to come. In this respect the present work is meant as a comprehensive report on the current position concerning extraterrestrial visitors, rather than sightings of unidentified flying objects. I am concerned here only with the creatures who come down to us in their machines from whatever worlds, and I have therefore channeled my research solely in the direction of proving or disproving, evaluating and explaining the nature, purpose and future intent, if possible, of those who come to us from worlds other than ours.


  Chapter One


  The UFO Problem


  After investigating the evidence before me, most of it reliable in terms of conventional science, I can state without fear of being disputed, that the problem of unidentified flying objects is not a recent one, that it has been with us throughout recorded history and most likely before that time, and that no one has yet come up with a satisfactory solution that would do away with the puzzle of it. Perhaps the present effort is the first attempt to make firm, well-defined statements concerning something that to large segments of the population simply does not exist. But it exists, it has always existed, as far as man on this planet is concerned, and it is likely to go on existing, possibly even go on being as puzzling as it presently appears to be. That, perhaps, is the hardest problem of all—the why of the phenomenon, which I will examine in depth in a later chapter, presenting my findings and conclusions at the same time, rather than leaving it all up in the air for future authors to fathom.


  Anything that contradicts or lies beyond the understanding of man—whether cave man or modern man—is likely to be viewed as an extraordinary phenomenon. Outside its usual frame of reference, an ordinary phenomenon may well turn into an extraordinary phenomenon: for instance, a television set seen by a medieval monk would naturally be considered supernatural, but to modern man it is merely a convenience. Yet, it is the same television set, in one case out of the proper time sequence, in the other within its proper position in the time-stream. A flying disc moving at incredible speeds, capable of maneuvering in ways no contemporary aircraft can, is out of reference to today’s state of aeronautics; consequently, it is an extraordinary phenomenon to us. That same machine, several hundred years hence, may well be an ordinary phenomenon in terms of what may then be the contemporary approach to aircraft.


  It is important to consider the time element when evaluating reports of extraordinary phenomena, as there seems to be more and more of an indication that time is a relative phenomenon, and that there exists more than one kind of time. Professor Albert Einstein has demonstrated that time and space are interchangeable at the subatomic level, meaning, that time does not only flow “forward,” but also “backward,” to use the conventional reference terms. Dr. John Mariani, a present-day physicist, is researching the question even further and theorizes that time and space may be interchangeable at a higher level as well, not merely the subatomic level. If he is successful in demonstrating this postulation, much of the miraculous element will be taken from psychic phenomena, and clairvoyance will fall into a natural category rather than being labeled “supernatural.”


  In dealing with extraordinary phenomena of this kind, that is to say, sightings of flying objects not known to contemporary man, we must keep in mind three elements. One, the appearance of the object in relation to what is known as possible at the time of the observation; two, the observed behavioral pattern of the object in relation to its goal, i.e., what the object does or seems to want to accomplish; and three, the condition of the observer, both physically and mentally, in order to make sure that the observation is rational and may be taken as evidence.


  Now if man were merely a reporting device, we would have no trouble getting at the truth in this matter: the observers would report their findings, and the findings would represent exactly what the observer had seen or heard. Unfortunately, man is a complex creature who possesses the faculties of imagination and interpretation. Because the element of interpretation enters at the very moment of observation, the transmission of the observation to the outside world is not pure but colored in varying degrees by the personal involvement of the observer. Consequently, a machine would make a better observer, as machines do not possess the gift of intuition and interpretation.


  Even computers, allegedly capable of interpreting data, are merely machines steered by human beings and it is their interpretations that such machines reflect. In the intervening interpretation lie many of the problems relating to proper observation, especially as we go further back into human history. Interpretation draws its imagery from the background and environmental elements of the observer. If the observer is a devoutly religious individual, elements of a religious nature are bound to crop up in the interpretation of the observed phenomena. If he is psychically oriented, elements involving ESP faculties may show up in the interpretive report; if he is an agnostic or materialist, chances are that the interpretation will contain suggestions of alternate explanations in line with that philosophy.


  Very few qualified observers are capable of explaining without explaining away; very few believers are able to report that which runs contrary to their innate beliefs. Man colors his observations, whether he wants to or not.


  In evaluating such material, we must therefore evaluate the observer as well, individually, and as each case demands. By allowing for the peculiar characteristics of each observer and checking these facets against the observed material, we can come closer to a reasonable appraisal of what he has reported than by applying general statistics, without regard to individualities. Statistics are dangerous in any case as they can be used to prove or disprove almost anything in the world. Only the individual, this unique functioning entity of body, mind, and spirit, is a true unit against which observations should be measured.


  If it is tricky business to evaluate individual reports from primary sources, from the witnesses themselves, it is even more difficult to evaluate surveys by third parties. Such surveys, using observations by others without going back to the original witnesses in most cases, tend to introduce a third, even more deadly element into the findings—that of the researcher or surveyor, whose personal bias is likely to color the reports even further to serve his own ends. He may do this unconsciously by restating the primary reports in different ways than those stated by the original witness; he may do it through the arrangement of the material in particular ways, and yet he may still be within the boundaries of competent research.


  But when the researcher selects his observations in order to make a predetermined point, using some material while deliberately eliminating other evidence, he is a scientific fraud. A particularly laughable case of recent origin concerns a much-publicized book by Philip J. Klass, which claims to be “a scientific explanation of the hoaxes, delusions, and mirages behind the UFO stories.” Mr. Klass is trying to explain away UFOs altogether, carefully selecting such cases as tend to support his view. There have always been Klasses whenever unusual phenomena have been reported in the world. When Charles Berlitz wrote The Bermuda Triangle, someone else came up with an anti-book stating that the Bermuda Triangle really didn’t exist, and that it was all due to ordinary causes. Reaction to extraordinary claims inevitably includes the pseudo-scientific topper, the man who wants to make a showing by attacking and denouncing the new authority. But the Klass book, the detractor of the Berlitz report, and the man who tried to explain Erich von Diiniken as either a deluded or outright fraud, have not made much of an impact upon the public. Too much has happened in objective reality; too many people know that these strange sightings in the sky occur all the time to allow contrived explanations by self-appointed experts to sway them. The problem remains; the explanation is wanting.


  Sightings of unidentified flying objects have been reported in the Bible—the prophet Ezekiel has described the craft in great detail—and there are books dealing with this, which, I am sure most of my readers are already familiar with. There would be no purpose in listing sightings of unidentified flying objects here, or to dwell upon the details of observed craft since such information has been published many times over. Suffice it to say that a large percentage of the sightings have remained unexplained in terms of all other possibilities, from the famous sky-hook balloons, so dear to the hearts of the American government agencies, to weather balloons and other forms of “natural” phenomena. Allowing for a fair number of false interpretations, incomplete observations or plain delusions, there remains an impressive body of perhaps as many as a hundred or two hundred thousand recorded sightings of what can only be called alien aircraft in the skies. There are times when these observations abound, while at other times in history there seems to be very few or none at all.


  Whether this means that the aliens, whoever they may be, contact the planet Earth only at certain times, for reasons of their own or having to do with navigational problems, is pure speculation. Just as ghosts and hauntings exist continuously in haunted locations but are observable only at certain times when conditions make the contact possible, so it may well be with the UFO incursions, and our recording of observations only at certain times in no way proves that incursions do not also occur when we are not able to observe them for one reason or the other. As Erich von Daniken and other authors have shown, visitations by alien spaceships have occurred at the very dawn of history and perhaps before (witness the many drawings made by primitive man in bygone ages, clearly showing aircraft and in many cases spacemen, and even mechanical gear of the kind likely to be used by creatures from other worlds visiting ours).


  From time to time, there are what the cultists call flaps, sudden incidents of multiple sightings, lasting anywhere from a few days to a few weeks and then fading out again until the next flap occurs. Sightings of unidentified flying objects have not only occurred since the beginning of time on Earth, but they are also quite universal in terms of geographical location. On the whole, sightings have occurred everywhere on Earth, but certain countries are more likely to pay attention to them; partly because of the psychological attitude of the population toward the possibility of extraterrestrial incursions, partly because of the density of population. Some of the places where the reports have been more numerous than elsewhere include the United States, Brazil, France, Italy, Spain, and Scandinavia.


  If anything, the sightings have one element in common: they seem to prefer out-of-the-way places for their landings, and generally avoid large cities. There are incidents of UFOs being observed on the outskirts of large cities, but they are comparatively rare. The only reason the number of reported sightings have increased greatly in recent years is the development of our own aviation skills. Since so many of the unusual activities occur above the Earth, previous centuries were not able to partake of the observations to the degree we, with our aircraft and space rockets, are able to. UFOs are not merely cruising above the Earth—they seem to be equally interested in space within the solar system, and Earth may be only part of their assignment.


  To this day, the phenomena of unidentified flying objects in the skies and of alleged landings on Earth, and possible contact with the crews of spaceships, are lumped together as one and the same problem. Curiously, those who might be interested in looking into the authenticity of actual landings and human contacts have not yet segregated themselves from the overall investigating units, which makes the task of pinpointing authentic material that much harder. For the amount of sightings is so vast, the incidence rate of UFO occurrences so great and so continuous, that the comparatively small number of landings and reported contacts have gotten lost in the shuffle of the reports.


  In ancient times the appearance of an unidentified flying object was no more startling than the appearance of a natural object in the sky which transcended the astronomical understanding of man. Until man took wings after Kitty Hawk, in this century, possibly with the exception of a few free balloons in earlier periods, the skies were virgin territory and anything that flew which was not identifiable as a bird was of course an unusual object. To men of earlier ages therefore the appearance of spaceships and spaceship crews denoted the appearance of gods, of superhuman entities, and the phenomena were treated as quasi-religious occurrences. Even though the early cave drawings are very explicit in depicting these landings, showing the crews wearing what appears to be modern space outfits, to those who made the drawings the astronauts from space were of divine origin, and therefore in the same class as the gods worshipped by people at that time, gods who had their origin in principles of nature, in emotional-erotic symbolism, and in legendary statements based on archetypes that differ from area to area but have a common base for all humanity.


  Once man took to the air himself, the matter became somewhat different: now the unidentified flying object was in direct competition with the identified flying object, i.e., man’s own creations, his machines that flew in his skies. Today, since aircraft have reached sophisticated levels of development, the differentiation between conventional aircraft of the human kind and unconventional aircraft from places other than Earth becomes even more pronounced. For a while, many observers speculated that the unidentified flying objects might be advanced aircraft made on Earth, by one nation or the other, and kept secret for strategic reasons. This notion was quickly dismissed, however, not because the principal nations capable of advanced developments vehemently denied such secret airships, but because it became quite apparent that the maneuvers executed by the observed spacecraft could not possibly have been within the capabilities of manmade craft.


  The recorded incidents involving observed unidentified flying objects goes back to the beginning of time as I have already pointed out; but if we are to take modern standards of scientific observation as our departure point, cases from the middle or late nineteenth century onward deserve our attention.


  Because of the lack of a coordinated communication network such as we have today, not as many cases came to public attention in the nineteenth century and early twentieth century as during the last thirty or forty years. However, those which are well attested are just as incredible and remarkable as cases that happened only ten or fifteen years ago. The design of the reported strange aircraft seems to change very little over the years, and craft reported by primitive man thousands of years ago is remarkably similar to that which has been observed and photographed only recently. Whether this points to a different concept of time on the part of those who operate such craft, or whether the advanced civilizations possessing such apparatus had already arrived at a near-perfect working model a long time ago, is open to conjecture.


  As time went on, individuals reporting strange experiences with UFOs were joined by loosely formed groups of investigators, at first of quasi-governmental status and later, when governments left the field for reasons of their own, strictly on a private basis. The most impressive body of observed evidence seems to stem from about 1947 onward. Professor J. Allen Hynek, the eminent astronomer teaching at Northwestern University, who had also served at the Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory in Cambridge, Massachusetts, and had been consultant to the United States Air Force on the much-discussed Project Blue Book, stated in a recent work entitled The UFO Experience—A Scientific Inquiry.


  Scientists are not the only group that is misinformed about the UFO dilemma. As a result of “bad press” the public at large has accepted certain misconceptions about UFOs as true: “only UFO buffs report UFO sightings.” Oddly enough, almost exactly the opposite is true. The most coherent and articulate UFO reports come from people who have not given much thought to the subject and who generally are surprised and shocked by their experience … “UFOs are never reported by scientifically trained people.” On the contrary, some of the best reports have come from scientifically trained people. Unfortunately, such reports are rarely published in popular literature since these persons usually wish to avoid publicity and almost always request anonymity. “UFOs are reported by unreliable, unstable and uneducated persons.” Some reports are indeed generated by unreliable persons, who in daily life exaggerate other matters besides UFOs. But these people are the most apt to report misconceptions of common objects as UFOs. By the same token, however, these reporters are the most easily identified as such and such and their reports are quickly eliminated from serious consideration. Only reports that remain puzzling to persons who by their training are capable of identifying the stimuli for the report are considered in this book as bona fide reports.


  Carefully documenting his statement, Dr. Hynek freely admits that he started out very skeptically and became convinced of the reality of UFO phenomena only after long and careful investigations of his own. Today, Dr. Hynek, long disassociated from the unfortunate attempts by the Project Blue Book to bury the UFO problem, is engaged in research into the phenomena on his own, firmly convinced that we are indeed dealing with intelligent agencies from worlds other than our own.


  The crux of the UFO reporter problem is simply that perfectly incredible accounts of events are given by seemingly credible persons—often by several such persons. Of course, what the UFO reporter says really happened is so difficult to accept, so very difficult a pill to swallow, that any scientist who has not deeply studied the UFO problem will, by the very nature of his training and temperament, be almost irresistibly inclined to reject the testimony of the witnesses outright.


  When reports of UFOs became an almost daily occurrence, the United States Air Force thought it wise to look into the matter, not because they believed in the reports, but out of prudence in case the UFOs turned out to be enemy aircraft of a terrestrial variety. The project called Project Blue Book, to which Dr. Hynek was consultant, arranged the material so that it could come up with negative conclusions concerning the reality of the phenomena. Hynek, his honesty insulted by such tactics, could not accept what he knew to be false conclusions. “More than a year has passed since the Air Force formally closed its Project Blue Book which acted as a national center for the receipt of reports of certain types of strange phenomena more commonly known as UFOs,” Dr. Hynek writes. “As consultant to that project for many years I am aware that neither the closing of Blue Book nor the Condon Report has laid the UFO problem to rest, and a number of my scientific colleagues and I have become concerned lest data of potential scientific value be lost for want of a reporting center.” As a result of the official decision to dismiss the UFO problem out of hand, later reports were treated in a most unscientific manner. “Very frequently Air Force investigators, imbued with the official philosophy that UFOs are delusions, make only a perfunctory interrogation (why spend time on something that is meaningless in the first place?)” says Dr. Hynek.


  Major Donald E. Keyhoe, U.S.M.C. Ret., is a reputable investigator of aerial phenomena who came into early conflict with two government agencies because of his candor in challenging their secrecy. Keyhoe’s organization, the National Investigation Committee of Aerial Phenomena, better known as NICAP, is one of the older, reputable organizations looking into the reports concerning unidentified flying objects. “During my long investigation of these strange objects,” writes Major Keyhoe in Aliens from Space, “I have seen many reports verified by Air Force Intelligence, detailed accounts by Air Force pilots, radar operators, and other trained observers proving the UFOs are high-speed crafts superior to anything built on Earth. Before the censorship tightened I also was given the secret conclusions by Air Force scientists and Air Technical Intelligence officers.”


  Those who investigate UFO appearances seriously and from a scientific point of view must not be confused with the many cultist groups who do so rather uncritically, sometimes compensating for their own ordinary lives with flights of fancy wherein actual observation data are confused with psychological identification and wish-fulfillment. In this respect, the cultists resemble the motion picture and theatrical fan clubs whose members extend their own consciousness so that they may stand in the admired star’s limelight. In order to alleviate their own dullness, in order to make them feel their lives are colorful and interesting, these fans feel that they are contributing in a way to the aura that surrounds the celebrity.


  The organizations of which I speak here are nothing of the kind: they are staffed sometimes by full-time professionals, sometimes by volunteers, always by well-trained observers and conscientious researchers. The fact that they do not have governmental status is not their fault: the government of the United States has done nothing since abandoning the Project Blue Book, leaving the field to private organizations.


  Among those who are today in the forefront of serious investigative bodies, are MUFON, meaning Mutual UFO Network, Inc., directed by Walter H. Andrews, Ir., and represented in New York by Ted Bloecher. They publish a newsletter called Skylook. The organization was founded in May, 1969, and has groups in various states.


  Another reputable organization is Contact International, headquartered in Denville, New Jersey, and operating under the direction of B. DeLoache.


  Following in the footsteps of author Erich von Daniken, the Ancient Astronaut Society tries to link earlier landings with current sightings and UFO research. APRO, Aerial Phenomena Research Organization, under the guidance of the Lorenzens, is headquartered in Tucson, Arizona, and is one of the larger, reputable organizations looking into the phenomena. There are organizations in many other countries besides the United States, of course, principally in South America, France, England, and Germany.


  Dr. Jacques Vallee, French mathematician and astronomer, has authored two important books dealing with unidentified flying objects, Anatomy of a Phenomenon and Passport to Magonia. In a report entitled “The Pattern Behind the UFO Landings,” Dr. Vallee wrote about two hundred documented observations made in the year 1954 alone when France and central Europe was the center of much UFO activity.


  John Keel, on the other hand, is not a scientist in the formal sense, but considers himself an open-minded reporter of scientific evidence. His books, such as UFOs—Operation Trojan Horse and Strange Creatures from Time and Space are among the most respected sources of evidence concerning UFOs. Keel is not overawed by establishment scientists. His attitude is well illustrated by a quotation from Strange Creatures from Time and Space, in which he speaks of a certain Dr. Latimer of the Port Elizabeth Museum in South Africa, who had declared it was impossible that a coelaecanth fish could have been caught by fishermen in South Africa in 1938, as reported by the press. The coelaecanth, the ichthyologist declared, had been totally extinct for seventy million years. Ten years later, however, the same expert stated categorically that the verified existence of that same fish was probably the greatest zoological discovery of all time, but that he and his fellow scientists had always expected it.


  Keel is convinced of the validity of UFO sightings and minces no words in telling how he feels about those who would deny their reality. “Back in 1954, UFO buffs were enraged when the subject of flying saucers was brought up at a White House press conference and President Eisenhower stated flatly that UFOs existed only in the minds of the witnesses, implying that the whole business was hallucinatory.”


  Yet in UFOs—Operation Trojan Horse, Keel says, “If the UFO phenomenon is largely hallucinatory, and much of the evidence suggests that it is, then the parapsychological assumption may be more valid than the Ufological speculation.” The idea that many or all of the sightings are not physical but psychic in nature is not new. It has been suggested both by outsiders, who would like the comfort of being able to label the phenomena as something known, even if a borderline science, and by insiders in parapsychology, including psychics themselves, who have claimed that the phenomena are actually two-dimensional and not three-dimensional at all, implying that sightings are the result of psychic awareness rather than objective observation. In all the years of my own research and literally thousands of cases I have become familiar with, there isn’t an ounce of evidence to support such a theory. Nothing about the sightings of unidentified flying objects has the remotest connection with parapsychology, except that it appears in cases of landings and human contact the aliens were using telepathy as a means of communication between themselves and human beings. The machines themselves are three-dimensional, metallic objects, and do not partake of any extrasensory qualities or dimensions. Dr. Vallee warns against the intermingling of metaphysical concepts with the objective observation of tangible flying machines. “In the present context … discussion involves a danger of seeing ‘metaphysical’ considerations reintroduced into scientific reasoning. This is a danger we will try not to avoid but to oppose and defeat as well. We will show that only rational analysis on the basis of actual facts can guide an attempt to understand possible manifestations of extraterrestrial intelligence, and that possible connections with traditional interpretations or legends should be considered only on a speculative basis.”


  Certainly the flying saucer formation seen by private pilot Kenneth Arnold on June 24, 1947, was not a psychic experience. Nor were the UFOs which registered on Washington, D.C., radar. Also in 1947, Air Force Captain Mantell followed what he described as a metallic object flying directly above him, and of tremendous size. Chasing the large flying saucer resulted in Mantell’s death: his plane and body were found minutes later, after it had crashed from a height of 30,000 feet. Surely, Captain Mantell did not run into a psychic phenomenon, but something far more tangible in the material sense. Ralph Blum in Beyond Earth, Man’s Contact with UFOs, reports that in 1972, in the United States alone, there were 1042 sightings reported by responsible people. “A conservative estimate is that for every sighting reported, ten to twenty go unmentioned. While a certain percentage of these sightings can be attributed to misidentifications of known objects, there remains a substantial residue of precise and detailed witness reports that must be classified as ‘unknown’… It is this residue of genuine sightings that we can no longer ignore.”


  As I write these lines, attempts by official sources such as the U.S. Air Force to issue biased reports and dismiss the phenomena as nonexistent or delusionary in nature have long been discredited, both by the general public and by open-minded scientists. Nearly everyone who is concerned with UFOs knows that there is something out there that is not of this world. Opinions differ as to the nature of the phenomena, but very few people think that it is all due to so-called natural causes, from weather balloons to stars to hallucinations. Credit for this enlightened attitude in the middle 1970s must go to television and the news media who have been reporting extraordinary occurrences, by and large, without suppressing evidence. Even if the style of coverage leaves a lot to be desired at times, and tends to be sensational, the experiences are covered and the results given wide circulation. Enough authentic photographs taken under satisfactory conditions exist to show unidentified flying objects in detail, sometimes even from close up, to assure us that we are dealing with tangible machines, not hallucinatory experiences or psychic phenomena. Moreover, these recent photographs taken by reputable people under scientifically acceptable conditions frequently parallel earlier photographs taken by amateurs without proper safeguards as to witnesses and conditions. This leads me to believe that perhaps many of the discarded photographs of earlier years are just as genuine as those of recent vintage, and that even the much maligned Adamski photographs are not necessarily fraudulent or manufactured.


  But sightings in the skies are not the subject of this book; landings and human contacts are. When we are dealing with visual or auditory impressions of flying machines beyond our ken, we rely only on our power of observation, and perhaps on our cameras or telescopes. But when it comes to physical contact with the same machines on the surface of the Earth, and direct, human contact with the crews manning these spaceships, the problem becomes far more complex. Psychological factors suddenly take on new proportions, not because we must necessarily doubt the veracity of the observers or reporters, but because of as yet little understood direct influences exercised by the aliens upon the minds and bodies of the observers.


  Chapter Two


  When UFOs Land: Physical Evidence vs. Cultists


  As I have already pointed out, the main purpose of the present work is to come to terms with the reality of UFO crews, living creatures who pilot the strange craft from whatever world, rather than the far more numerous reports of sightings in the skies. But before I go into details concerning living people from flying saucers, I must state that I think the sightings are by no means explicable as weather balloons, stars, meteorites, and other so-called natural causes, nor do I think the landings involving living creatures are simply hallucinations which are better explained by psychiatrists rather than UFO researchers.


  There may be some sightings due to errors of judgment, or reported by unstable individuals: there are bound to be some who like to get in on an interesting phenomenon. But I do not think that the percentage of deliberately false reports is any higher with UFO sightings than it is with any other observable phenomenon, that the number of unstable people involving themselves in such false reports any higher than, say, people sending in false reports concerning a wanted murderer, or a missing person. If anything, the percentage should be smaller since the likelihood of being believed is far less in the case of UFOs than when reporting something reasonably familiar like a crime.


  Over the last twenty years, I have been collecting reports concerning unusual sightings, without trying to evaluate either the reliability of the reports or their implications. Because one hears so often that UFO reports are the work of cranks or unqualified observers, it is perhaps wise to become once more aware of the quality of observers who have had physical evidence that UFOs are tangible, metallic machines, piloted by rational beings.


  Mrs. Kathleen May of Flatwood, West Virginia, in the company of her two sons, aged thirteen and twelve, and three other boys about the same age, as well as a National Guardsman identified as Gene Lemon, aged seventeen, were present on the C. B. Fisher farm when they saw a ten-foot-tall creature come towards them, frightening them. The creature was described as a “monster” exuding an overpowering odor which made them vomit for hours afterwards. The entity had a bright green body and a blood-red face, and bounced and floated toward them, rather than merely walking downhill. They had gone to the hill in the first place because the two May boys had seen a flying saucer land on the Fisher farm shortly before. The group had decided to investigate, and see for themselves whether there was anything to it. There was. Was it a monster they saw? Or did they simply see the occupant of a spacecraft, tall of stature, dressed in a cumbersome space suit, exuding a protective gas cover? This happened in September, 1952, and was reported all over the world.


  Professional airline pilots make very good observers due to their training. Captain Francisco Rivas of the Venezuelan International Airways, was en route from Cuba to New York in October, 1952. He, his crew, and twenty of the thirty-three passengers aboard had occasion to observe an object outside their plane that was definitely not of terrestrial manufacture. “It seemed to have two exhaust pipes which threw off a bluish and yellowish light, like a fire,” the pilot is quoted as saying. “It appeared about 45° above us and disappeared over the horizon three minutes later. That would have made its speed in the neighborhood of 2500 miles an hour.” Needless to add, no man-made flying machines went that fast in 1952.


  Two grizzled mining prospectors with a good record for sobriety, who withstood subsequent investigation by interested researchers, reported an encounter with people from a UFO. The two miners, John Q. Black and John Van Allen, saw the machine land on May 20, 1953. The machine came to rest on a sandbar in their remote area, a door opened, and a broad-shouldered small person got out, wearing what the miners called “a knee-length parka and Scotch tweed arms,” scooped up a pail of water, passed it to someone inside the machine, and quickly went back inside himself after which the machine took off again. A month later, the same scene repeated itself and now the two miners decided to report the incident to the local sheriff, a Captain Fred Preston. They were advised to use extreme caution and under no circumstances shoot at the strange machine.


  Private Jerome A. Scanlon was on guard duty at a Maryland Nike Base seventeen miles from Washington, D.C., when he observed an unidentified object moving very slowly about one hundred yards above his head. He observed that it was an aircraft of unknown design and had green and white trimmings but no markings or identification. “It skidded over the treetops, broke branches and then landed, sending up a shower of sparks and casting a weird glow over the whole area.” Scanlon alerted his sergeant, Riney Farriss, and several other GIs and they rushed to the spot where the craft had landed. “By the time we got to the landing spot the craft was gone, but broken branches were strewn around and there was a scorched strip on the ground for half a mile.” This happened in October, 1958.


  U.S. Coast Guardsman Shell Alpert saw four large discs flying overhead at Salem, Massachusetts, in August, 1952. Fortunately he had his camera with him and quickly took a photograph. The picture clearly shows four round spinning discs, brightly lit, and not easily explained away as “natural cloud formation” or other such nonsense. No one doubted the Coast Guardsman’s integrity, nor the authenticity of the pictures: but what had he photographed? Nothing of this world. Early in September, 1956, a farmer at Moneymore, Northern Ireland, by the name of Thomas Hutchinson, known for his sobriety and levelheadedness, described how he saw a small disc drop from the clouds into a bog two hundred yards from his front door. The object was “egg-shaped, about three feet high and eighteen inches in diameter, bright red with two dark red marks and three dark red stripes. It had a saucer-shaped base.” Mr. Hutchinson kicked it over, but it returned to its original position. When he got down to his knees for a closer examination, the disc began to spin. He put a hammerlock on it and decided to take it to the nearest police station. Together with his wife, Hutchinson took the object and began to walk towards the village of Loup. When he got to a hedge, he put the object down for a moment to get his bearings. At that moment, the object rose of its own volition, and when Hutchinson tried to grab it, he was nearly pulled up with it. What had farmer Hutchinson found in his backyard? Perhaps he had come across one of the many little satellite discs reported, the kind of discs that are “spies in the skies” sent out by manned spacecrafts to report back information on conditions on the surface of Earth. In this respect, the little discs seem to be similar in intention to our own satellites, and perhaps operate on similar remote control principles. But to the average farmer, it was an occasion to pray to God and ask for forgiveness for his sins.


  A mysterious yellow disc hovered over London airport on March 6, 1959. The air traffic control officer saw it for several minutes through binoculars and checked with radar operators, only to find that no image was received on their screens! RAF Fighter Command got into the act next, and reported they had a “bright yellow light varying in intensity some 200 feet from the ground. It stayed in one position for about twenty minutes, then climbed away at high speed.” A tangible object standing still in the sky for twenty minutes? Which does not appear on conventional radar screens? Impossible, unless of course, it was powered by an energy source different from anything known to us, such as antigravity or magnetic flows, and possessed of its own protective magnetic field, which would preclude it from being picked up by terrestrial radar.


  United States astronaut John Glenn whose ability to evaluate aerial phenomena is at least as good as that of professional airline pilots, photographed a “mysterious object” outside his rocket, while on a space flight in 1962. The photograph clearly shows a flying saucer, with the cupola top plainly visible, and a second object, seen from a different angle, below it, or perhaps behind it. Nobody would accuse John Glenn of manufacturing this photograph, nor has anyone in an official position dared comment upon it in any definite terms. Life magazine has presented mysterious objects in the sky in a generally objective manner. In the issue dated May 17, 1963, Life presented a series of photographs taken a few minutes apart in such diverse places as Flagstaff, Arizona, then Prescott, then Phoenix, and finally Winslow, Arizona. The photographer is Dr. James McDonald, a meteorologist at the Institute of Atmospheric
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