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			Major Impact from a Minor Character

			Allow me to introduce a man I am quite confident will be a new friend, colleague, and favorite author. His name is Agur. He’s smart, funny, and quite perceptive. He loves God. He’s streetwise in a good way. And he’s not afraid to speak his mind.

			Agur recognizes there is much he does not know. But he asks good questions. He will occasionally interrupt himself right in the middle of a stream of thoughtful teaching to deliver a seemingly random but enlightening truth we all need to hear. His writings make for quite a wild ride.

			Somehow, Agur’s writings made their way into the book of Proverbs. You have to give him credit for that. Three millennia ago there were quite a few word-slingers filling papyrus scrolls with inspired ruminations. Being included in the Old Testament alongside kings, prophets, and other spiritual giants is quite a coup.

			Bible scholars agree that Solomon personally wrote or compiled chapters 1 through 29 of Proverbs. But how and why the last two chapters were tacked on is a bit of a mystery. No one disputes their relevance or authenticity, but very little is known about the authors.

			We do know that Lemuel, author of chapter 31, was a king who received wise teaching from his mother. King Lemuel’s celebrated description in verses 10–31 of a “wife of noble character” has helped keep that last chapter of Proverbs in the limelight. The “Proverbs 31 woman” is a popular theme at women’s events.

			Even less is known about Agur, author of chapter 30. As indicated in the opening words of the chapter, he was the son of Jakeh, another obscure reference, and he may have been from northern Arabia.1 That’s all the history we have. I suspect most readers of the Bible have never spent more than a moment considering his name, his reputation, or his single puzzling appearance in Scripture. Actually, that’s not unusual. There are quite a few historical characters who show up for a single scene or have only the briefest mention in the Bible but still leave a memorable impression. To prove the point, let’s take a quick look at three of them.

			There’s Simeon, the aging prophet who met Mary and Joseph at the temple in Jerusalem when they presented Jesus soon after the fortieth day following His birth. The Holy Spirit had promised Simeon he would not die before seeing the Messiah. Taking the infant in his arms, the old man prophesied that Jesus would be a light to the world, causing the fall and rise of many people. His memorable story takes up a mere eleven verses in Luke 2.

			The name Jochebed is mentioned only twice—both times in long genealogies. But we could make the case that her actions launched biblical history. The mother of three heroes of the faith—Moses, Aaron, and Miriam—Jochebed had the foresight and courage to send three-month-old Moses floating down

			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
			
		

	
		
			
				Proverbs 30

				The sayings of Agur son of Jakeh—an inspired utterance.

				This man’s utterance to Ithiel:

				“I am weary, God,

				but I can prevail.

				Surely I am only a brute, not a man;

				I do not have human understanding.

				I have not learned wisdom,

				nor have I attained to the knowledge of the Holy One.

				Who has gone up to heaven and come down?

				Whose hands have gathered up the wind?

				Who has wrapped up the waters in a cloak?

				Who has established all the ends of the earth?

				What is his name, and what is the name of his son?

				Surely you know!

				“Every word of God is flawless;

				he is a shield to those who take refuge in him.

				Do not add to his words,

				or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.

				“Two things I ask of you, Lord;

				do not refuse me before I die:

				Keep falsehood and lies far from me;

				give me neither poverty nor riches,

				but give me only my daily bread.

				Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you

				and say, ‘Who is the Lord?’

				Or I may become poor and steal,

				and so dishonor the name of my God.

				“Do not slander a servant to their master,

				or they will curse you, and you will pay for it.

				“There are those who curse their fathers

				and do not bless their mothers;

				those who are pure in their own eyes

				and yet are not cleansed of their filth;

				those whose eyes are ever so haughty,

				whose glances are so disdainful;

				those whose teeth are swords

				and whose jaws are set with knives

				to devour the poor from the earth

				and the needy from among mankind.

				“The leech has two daughters.

				‘Give! Give!’ they cry.

				“There are three things that are never satisfied,

				four that never say, ‘Enough!’:

				the grave, the barren womb,

				land, which is never satisfied with water,

				and fire, which never says, ‘Enough!’

				“The eye that mocks a father,

				that scorns an aged mother,

				will be pecked out by the ravens of the valley,

				will be eaten by the vultures.

				“There are three things that are too amazing for me,

				four that I do not understand:

				the way of an eagle in the sky,

				the way of a snake on a rock,

				the way of a ship on the high seas,

				and the way of a man with a young woman.

				“This is the way of an adulterous woman:

				She eats and wipes her mouth

				and says, ‘I’ve done nothing wrong.’

				“Under three things the earth trembles,

				under four it cannot bear up:

				a servant who becomes king,

				a godless fool who gets plenty to eat,

				a contemptible woman who gets married,

				and a servant who displaces her mistress.

				“Four things on earth are small,

				yet they are extremely wise:

				Ants are creatures of little strength,

				yet they store up their food in the summer;

				hyraxes are creatures of little power,

				yet they make their home in the crags;

				locusts have no king,

				yet they advance together in ranks;

				a lizard can be caught with the hand,

				yet it is found in kings’ palaces.

				“There are three things that are stately in their stride,

				four that move with stately bearing:

				a lion, mighty among beasts,

				who retreats before nothing;

				a strutting rooster, a he-goat,

				and a king secure against revolt.

				“If you play the fool and exalt yourself,

				or if you plan evil,

				clap your hand over your mouth!

				For as churning cream produces butter,

				and as twisting the nose produces blood,

				so stirring up anger produces strife.”

			

		

	
		
			Questions for Personal Reflection or Small Group Discussion

			Introduction

			1.	How did you discover this book?

			2.	Have you previously given any thought to Agur or his prayer in Proverbs 30:7–9?

			3.	Describe a season of life in which you felt as though you were in balance—in a sweet spot. Or a time when you unexpectedly lost your balance.

			Chapter 1: Major Impact from a Minor Character

			1.	What life lesson have you learned from a biblical character?

			2.	What life lesson have you learned from someone just passing through your life?

			3.	When was the last time you saw yourself as a skeptic, cynic, or seeker?

			Chapter 2: Utterance from a Collector

			1.	In this world, which is a more valuable attribute: humility or overconfidence? Which is more dangerous?

			2.	Why should we listen to someone who confesses he does not have “human understanding” and has “not learned wisdom”?

			3.	It might be mere speculation, but how do you think a guy like Agur earned a spot in the Bible?

			Chapter 3: Agur Asks Questions Worth Asking

			1.	Name a question to which you could answer “Surely I know!”

			2.	Currently, what is your source of confidence?

			3.	How do you think Agur’s contemporaries reacted when he implied that God has a Son?

			Chapter 4: Agur Takes a Moment to Endorse Scripture

			1.	Why do you think the author of a single chapter in the Bible would include a personal endorsement of the Bible?

			2.	Are doubts evil?

			3.	How do you personally know the Bible is true?

			Chapter 5: Agur’s Prayer, Part I: Regarding Lies Coming and Going

			1.	Describe your prayer life. How might lengthy prayers trip you up?

			2.	What’s more dangerous: hearing lies or telling lies?

			3.	How would you answer the question “What is truth?”

			Chapter 6: Agur’s Prayer, Part II: Not Too Much, Not Too Little

			1.	What’s a bigger challenge: having too much or having too little?

			2.	Compare the idea of a “sweet spot” to “daily bread.” How are they similar or different?

			3.	Which way is our society headed today: toward minimalism or overconsumption?

			Chapter 7: Agur’s Prayer, Part III: Possible Repercussions of Living in the Extremes

			1.	Do you have an emotional attachment to money?

			2.	Several Scripture verses in this chapter affirm Agur’s prayer. Which will you remember?

			3.	Is it reasonable to take Agur’s prayer for a financial sweet spot and apply it to other temptations and vulnerabilities?

			Chapter 8: After the Prayer

			1.	Agur lists a few not-so-nice habits. Can you relate to any of them?

			2.	Are you quick to judge others? What might be another option?

			3.	Has Agur earned your trust? Or do you see him as he described himself—as a brute of a man who has not learned wisdom?

			Chapter 9: List #1: Things Never Satisfied

			1.	Are you ready for the inevitable grave?

			2.	When was the last time you set aside your own agenda to help a hurting family member or friend?

			3.	How are you honoring your mother and father?

			Chapter 10: List #2: Amazing Enigmas

			1.	Do you take God’s design for this world for granted?

			2.	Have you taken the necessary steps to protect your heart and mind from adultery?

			3.	When is the last time you covered up a mistake or misdeed with the words “I’ve done nothing wrong”?

			Chapter 11: List #3: Human Mistakes

			1.	Why would the earth tremble because of mere human mistakes?

			2.	Can you restate the lessons on leadership, moderation, and marriage?

			3.	What should your response be to biblical instruction?

			Chapter 12: List #4: Small Wonders

			1.	Can you relate best to the lesson of the ants, hyraxes, locusts, or lizards?

			2.	What small thing in your life—whether frustration or opportunity—might be worthy of your full attention?

			3.	What gift, experience, or talent from your past that seemed trivial at the time might be worth reassessing?

			Chapter 13: List #5: The Downfall of Kings

			1.	Do you have a kingdom?

			2.	What’s the opposite of destructive pride?

			3.	Which of Agur’s five lists left you with the most compelling personal insight?

			Chapter 14: Life in the Sweet Spot

			1.	Do you see God’s sweet spot as a compromise or a firm foundation for launching your next season of life?

			2.	What’s the next big thing in your life, and what are the extremes you need to avoid?

			3.	What is the truest thing about you?

			Chapter 15: The Sweet Spot Bonus

			1.	Before picking up this book, many readers were unfamiliar with Proverbs 30 but quite familiar with Ecclesiastes 3. Can you relate?

			2.	The mandate of the Sweet Spot Bonus is to be happy, do good, and find satisfaction. Which of those three directives do you find most difficult?

			3.	Name three activities that come easily to you, bring joy, and might be the key to finding your sweet spot.

			4.	When you find yourself in the center of God’s will and checking off achievements that matter, to whom will you give the glory?
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“Learn a simple prayer that will help you find your sweet spot in life.”
—Josh MeDowell, author of More Than a Carpenter
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