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Once upon a time, there was a little boy who was given a box of toy tin soldiers as a birthday present. They were all identical, except one, who strangely only had one leg. The boy also received a castle made of cardboard and a pretty female ballet dancer dressed in a pink tutu, which had a golden flower on it. She stretched out her arms and stood gracefully on one leg as if she was dancing. The little tin soldier noticed the ballerina very quickly. “Hey, we look alike!” thought the soldier.

“It looks like she’s only got one leg, just like me. And she is so pretty!” He immediately fell in love.
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In the evening, the boy went to bed after having put all the tin soldiers back in the box, except for the one-legged soldier, that he had forgotten. He remained standing next to the ballerina.

As the night wore on, the toys began to animate themselves.

The clown clashed the cymbals, the top spun and twirled about, the ball bounced, the mechanical rabbit hopped, and the soldiers tried to get out of the box.

As for the soldier with one leg, he began timidly to converse with the pretty ballerina. At that same moment, a horrible little devil sprang out of one of the toy boxes, and, addressing the little soldier, shouted, “Stop talking to the ballerina or you’ll get into trouble!”

But the soldier didn’t listen to the devil and the ballerina told the soldier that she would love to talk to him.
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The next day, the boy played again with his soldiers.

He left the one-legged tin soldier on the windowsill to mount guard. Suddenly, a strong gust of wind blew and the tin soldier toppled down on to the street. He found himself on the pavement, head down, the bayonet of his rifle wedged between two paving stones.

Two boys were standing under a roof nearby taking shelter from the rain. When the rain had stopped, the two boys left their shelter only to find the lost tin soldier.
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“Oh, look!” exclaimed one boy. “A tin soldier!

What can he be doing there? And one of his legs is missing.

He should have a pirate boat to sail,” said the other boy.

The two boys made a paper boat out of a newspaper and placed the one-legged tin soldier in it.

Then they sent him sailing down a gutter that led to a drain.

Water started gushing down very fast. The tin soldier was terrified. Suddenly, a few metres ahead he noticed that the water was flowing quickly into a black hole.

“Whoa!” he exclaimed. “I’ll be swept away into the drain.
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The paper boat continued on its rocky way down into the drain in the dirty and muddy water. Suddenly, a rat appeared and tried to catch the boat, rocking it dangerously. Fortunately, it didn’t succeed.

Scared to death, the little tin soldier held his rifle very
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