
   
      
  Cast of Characters


  CAPEHART, HOMER EARL (1897–1979). A wheeler-dealer whose career begins selling popcorn wagons. Acquiring patents from inventors, Capehart packages the rights to the WurliTzer Corporation and turns it into the biggest jukebox manufacturer in the United States. As WurliTzer’s general manager, he turns to racketeers for distribution. They muscle out the competition, jukebox production increases tenfold, and Fortune describes Capehart as “the greatest salesman America has ever produced.” Capehart cashes out to finance a political campaign. A conservative Republican, he is elected to the U.S. Senate, a position from which he can fend off attempts to investigate the coin machine industry.


  CHAVIANO, OLGA (1925–2003). The Cuban spitfire, a rumba dancer, singer, entertainer, Cuban movie star, and the headliner at Havana’s big casinos, the Sans Souci, and the Tropicana. Married to casino owner Norman Rothman, she is detained by order of Fidel Castro but escapes Cuba in 1966. She restarts her career in the United States with a spectacular show costarring her son Faustino Rothman.


  COTRONI, GIUSEPPE “PEP” (1920–1979). Born in Reggio Calabria on the Italian boot, Cotroni grew up on the ruthless streets of Montreal’s Little Italy. Described in his file at the U.S. Bureau of Narcotics Investigation as “a terrorist and a vicious hoodlum.”1 With his brother Vicenzo, aka “Vic the Egg,” he initiates the French Connection and controls the biggest heroin syndicate in North America. He attends the Mafia summit at Apalachin, New York, in 1957, but escapes the FBI across the border into Quebec.


  FILBEN, WILLIAM (1899–1940). A hard-drinking Irish American, he makes coin-operated radios, which he sells to hotels and bars. A tinkerer and inventor, Filben designs a jukebox mechanism that can play thirty records. He dreams of wealth but dies of a heart attack, leaving the rights to his invention to his widow and children.


  GORMAN, RICHARD (1912–1995). Built like a fullback, the Chicago beat cop earns a law degree at night. He gets a position as a junior prosecutor in the federal district attorney’s office, where many prosecutors are on the take. Gorman hangs out his shingle and builds a lucrative practice defending syndicate bosses on federal charges, notably representing Teamsters Union president James Hoffa in a land-fraud case. Considered brilliant at finding legal loopholes, he is indicted for conspiracy to bribe a juror and later convicted of income tax evasion.


  KENNEDY, ROBERT F. (1925–1968). In 1958, JFK’s younger brother is out to make a name for himself as chief counsel for a U.S. Senate committee investigating racketeering in the coin machine industry. Tough, competitive, suspicious, and tightly wound, the charismatic Kennedy is lightning in a cathode ray tube. Kennedy subpoenas a parade of powerful racketeers to testify under the television lights in highly charged interrogations.


  LANSKY, MEYER (1902–1983). The financial genius who strategizes the transition of organized crime into legitimate businesses. Lansky, who will pioneer casino operations in Havana, first runs jukebox routes as an operator in Florida in the 1930s. When the WurliTzer Company cannot make sales in the New York market, it turns to Lansky, who becomes the WurliTzer franchisee in 1943 and soon takes control of the market.


  MANION, DONALD (1928–2011). Joined the U.S. Navy, rose to lieutenant on a destroyer in the Korean War. Decorated five times for bravery, the fair-haired blue-eyed war hero returns to marry his high school sweetheart and attends law school on the GI Bill. He gets his dream job in the district attorney’s office, where he is on a mission to clean up crime syndicates. Prosecuting the largest money-laundering scheme in history offers the opportunity of a lifetime.


  MANNARINO, SAM (1902–1967). A graduate of the Sicilian Mafia’s school for survival, head of the Pittsburgh family of La Cosa Nostra, he runs an empire of coin-ops, jukes and cigarette machines, trucking, chemicals, billiard parlors, nightclubs, and other rackets. Beady-eyed, always figuring the angle. Charming like a snake. From his headquarters in a salvage yard, Mannarino schemes to invest the millions he harvests from the jukeboxes into manufacturing them.


  MARGIOTTI, CHARLES (1891–1956). A tall, portly, bespectacled man with a patrician profile and the oratorical skills of a Roman senator. Margiotti successfully prosecutes the first woman to go to the electric chair in Pennsylvania and becomes the first Italian American to hold the office of attorney general of that state. Crossing the bar to the defense, he achieves acquittals for 149 accused murderers. Consigliere to the Mannarino brothers, he represents their interests in the Pittsburgh Pirates and Filben Manufacturing.


  MEROLA, JOSEPH RAYMOND (1925–2004). A U.S. Marine pilot who turned to gunrunning. According
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