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Because something sacred has been mocked long enough.

Marriage—once a holy covenant, forged by God and framed by Scripture—has become a clown show. Boys are marrying their mothers. Women are marrying their employees. Homes have no heads, no honor, and no hierarchy. And somehow, we call this progress.

I am writing this book because Christian marriage has been hijacked by culture and weakened by cowardice. We’ve let Instagram therapists and secular influencers redefine what God already structured perfectly. We’ve allowed the world to replace commitment with chemistry, headship with “equality,” and courtship with cohabitation. And we wonder why divorce feels normal and discipline feels abusive.

This book is not soft. It is not sensitive. It is not here to soothe your modern feelings. It is here to return you to order.
It is here to offend the rebellion that’s been hiding in your relationships.
I'm writing this for:


●  The woman who’s tired of dating boys who can't lead, won’t work, and think submission is oppression.

●  The man who’s tired of being feminized, bossed around, and made to feel guilty for being masculine.

●  The parents who want their sons to grow into men and their daughters to become wives—not lifelong girlfriends or part-time mothers.

●  The church that stopped preaching about marriage and started tolerating broken homes like they’re just “part of life.”


I’m writing this because we need to unlearn the garbage and return to the garden.
Where Adam led. Where Eve helped.
Where God presided.
This isn’t about old-fashioned rules. It’s about ancient wisdom. It’s about restoring authority, honoring roles, and rejecting confusion. Because when marriage is built on God’s structure, it doesn’t just work—it thrives.

I’m not here to give you dating advice. I’m here to burn the whole dating system down.
I’m not here to help you “meet the right one.” I’m here to help you become the one who can lead or follow in righteousness.
Because she didn’t marry a child.
And he didn’t marry his boss.
And God didn’t create either of them for confusion.
This book is a sword. Not a hug.
Let’s cut through the lies.
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​About the Author
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A.A. Castor writes like a man swinging a sword in a burning house.

He isn’t here to entertain you. He’s here to confront you—with truth, structure, and unapologetic clarity. His words are rooted in Scripture, sharpened by experience, and aimed at tearing down the delusions that culture has sold as wisdom. When he writes about marriage, gender, power, or faith, he’s not theorizing—he’s rebuking a world that has lost its reverence for order.

A.A. Castor is a relentless advocate for biblical design, masculine responsibility, and feminine dignity. He does not celebrate rebellion. He exposes it. He doesn’t coddle broken systems—he dismantles them.

In a time where men are afraid to lead and women are pressured to dominate, Castor stands firm:
God’s original blueprint still works—if you have the courage to live by it.
He writes for those who are tired of being lied to.
He writes for those who are ready to return to structure, even if it offends everyone else.
This is not another self-help guru.
This is a man pointing you back to the ancient paths—where truth is still truth, men are still men, and marriage is still holy.
If his words offend you, they were meant to.
If they awaken you, it’s time to rebuild.
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She Didn’t Marry a Child, and He Didn’t Marry His Boss

This is not a relationship book.
This is a funeral for foolishness.
We are burying the lies.

Lies that say love is enough. Lies that say marriage is 50/50. Lies that say women don’t need men and men should act more like women. Lies that have turned homes into battlegrounds, bedrooms into boardrooms, and marriage into an endless negotiation where no one leads and no one wins.

This book is not written from bitterness. It’s written from clarity. A kind of clarity that only comes when you stop letting broken culture interpret a divine covenant.

Modern marriage is confused because modern courtship is corrupt.
Women date boys who haven’t grown up. Men date women who want to lead like CEOs but be treated like princesses.
We’ve replaced preparation with passion. Responsibility with romance. And headship with hashtags.
She Didn’t Marry a Child, and He Didn’t Marry His Boss is a direct assault on the dysfunction now normalized in relationships. It’s a return to structure. To roles. To responsibility. To submission and leadership as gifts, not weapons.

We will unmask the myths:


●  That a man must “earn” respect but a woman deserves love by default.

●  That submission is oppression, and equality means sameness.

●  That you can have sexual access without covenantal accountability.

●  That marriage should feel good before it works well.

●  That dating prepares people for marriage—it doesn’t. It prepares them for breakups.


This book will be uncomfortable if you’ve swallowed feminism, worshiped romance, or followed influencers who make money selling chaos wrapped in “empowerment.”
It will offend you if you believe roles are fluid, that gender is optional, or that marriage can be redefined by your feelings.
But if you're hungry for truth, if you believe God knows better, if you want a marriage that isn't built on modern madness but on eternal principles—then this is your manual.

We’re going to confront hard truths:


●  Women are not designed to lead the home.


●  Men are not supposed to stay boys forever.


●  Courtship is not dating with a Bible verse.


●  Love is not enough. Order is required.




This is not a cute Christian book with date night suggestions and communication tips.
This is a call to arms. Because marriage is war, and you better choose the right soldier.
Let this book equip you. Not to flirt. Not to "fall in love." But to build, lead, follow, and fight for a covenant worth keeping.

Because real marriage isn’t about how you feel. It’s about who you are.
And who you’re willing to become.
For God.
For your spouse.
For the mission.
Let’s begin.
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​Chapter 1: What Went Wrong With Love
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Exposing why modern relationships fail before they even begin.

From Courtship to Chaos
Once upon a time, love had structure. There was a method. A rhythm. A roadmap. A man asked permission. A father had authority. A woman was covered before she was courted. Love had a backbone. Today? Love has a playlist. A selfie filter. A situationship status. We traded divine order for "freedom"—and got confusion, heartbreak, and body counts in return. What we now call “romance” is often just rebellion in disguise. What used to be sacred is now unserious. Everyone wants love—but no one wants to do it God’s way. Welcome to the graveyard of biblical courtship.
Feelings Replaced Faith
Modern love worships a false god: emotion. “I feel it” has replaced “God said it.” Instead of seeking peace from the Holy Spirit, people chase butterflies and bedroom chemistry. They ignore red flags, call it "passion," and spiritualize lust because “it feels right.” But feelings aren’t the foundation of marriage—obedience is. God never told us to marry based on vibes. He told us to test spirits, seek counsel, and submit to His order. When feelings lead, faith disappears. And what starts in passion dies in panic.
Dating Is Divorce Training
The world teaches people to date like they shop—try it, test it, toss it. No commitment. No consequence. Just temporary pleasure and emotional roller coasters. The average person has been through five “serious” relationships before they marry. Translation: they’ve practiced quitting five times. They’ve rehearsed breaking up. They’ve normalized walking away when it’s hard. That’s not preparation for marriage. That’s rehearsal for divorce. The world says, “You have to date around to know what you want.” God says, “You guard your heart and walk with wisdom.” One of these creates covenant. The other creates casualties.
Romance Without Purpose
The modern relationship is built on entertainment. As long as it’s fun, sexy, and attention-grabbing, we’re all in. But the moment things require sacrifice? We ghost. We bounce. We label it “toxic” just because it got real. Romance has become performative. People are more in love with being loved than they are with the actual person. They don’t want a partner—they want a dopamine dealer. That’s why today’s dating scene is a graveyard of failed talking stages and soul ties. There is no vision. No end goal. No marriage in mind. Just another weekend of "let’s see where this goes" while bodies and hearts pile up.
No Fathers, No Filters
The breakdown of the family created the mess we call modern love. Girls grew up without fathers, so they let boys audition for the role. Boys grew up without discipline, so they never became men. The result? Chaos. Women have to mother their boyfriends. Men look for submission from women who were never taught to respect male authority. It’s a gender war—because nobody laid the foundation. Courtship used to be filtered through families. Now it’s filtered through social media. No covering. No oversight. Just digital exhibitionism and spiritual starvation.
Lust in Disguise
Let’s stop pretending. A lot of what we call “chemistry” is just sexual hunger wearing perfume. It’s lust, not love. But the world baptized it in romance language. Now people can fornicate and call it “intimacy.” They say “we’re just close” when they’re actually entangled. They confuse sexual attraction with spiritual alignment. But here’s the truth: lust doesn’t last. And when it dies, it takes your soul with it. People are sleeping with their future regrets, not their future spouses. And they wonder why their relationships feel cursed. It’s not a mystery. You can’t build a blessing on rebellion.
Culture Celebrates Delay
Marriage is now considered an inconvenience. Culture pushes it off until people are “ready”—which is code for “until I’ve lived selfishly long enough.” Men are told to wait until their 30s. Women are told to build a career, freeze their eggs, and “explore.” But here’s the truth: the delay is demonic. It convinces people that freedom is found in singleness when it was meant to be found in union. The longer people wait, the more baggage they carry. More trauma. More sin. More wounds. What was meant to be entered in purity is now entered in therapy.
Cohabitation Kills Conviction
Living together before marriage is the new “norm.” People want the perks of marriage without the responsibility. They want sex, comfort, and partnership—but no covenant. It’s not love. It’s laziness. It’s fear dressed up in practicality. “We’re just making sure we’re compatible” is a fancy way of saying “we’re scared to commit.” But let’s be honest: if someone is willing to share your bed but not your name, they’re not your future—they’re your distraction. God doesn't bless houses built on rebellion. And no, calling each other “hubby” and “wifey” doesn’t change that.
Relationship Idolatry
We don’t just want relationships—we worship them. Instagram is full of highlight reels. YouTubers build careers on couple content. Churches push marriage more than they push holiness. People believe being in love validates their worth. Singleness is seen as failure. But here’s the dark truth: idols always require a sacrifice. And most people sacrifice their standards, their purity, and their relationship with God just to say “I’m not alone.” When you idolize romance, you make terrible choices. You settle for charming devils because they promise to fill your loneliness. You forget that loneliness with God is safer than intimacy without Him.
Therapy-Talk Replaced Scripture
Instead of calling out sin, people call it trauma. Instead of accountability, we get diagnosis. He’s not irresponsible—he has attachment issues. She’s not manipulative—she has unhealed wounds. Everyone has a label now, and nobody has repentance. But no amount of therapy will fix what rebellion caused. You can’t self-care your way out of disobedience. We’ve psychologized everything and spiritualized nothing. The Word of God doesn’t ask how you feel. It commands how you live. And love isn’t therapy. It’s a command with a cost.
Conclusion: God Didn’t Leave Marriage—We Did
The reason relationships are failing isn’t because God’s design doesn’t work. It’s because we abandoned it. We chose vibes over vows. Lust over lordship. Autonomy over accountability. We let the world disciple us on how to love, then we blamed God when it broke. But He never changed. His order still works. His Word still stands. His timing is still right. Love isn’t dead. It’s just been hijacked.
And we’re here to take it back.
One truth at a time.
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​1. From Courtship to Chaos — We Traded Structure for Freedom and Lost Both
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There was once a time when love came with order. When courtship was clear, sacred, and guided by more than hormones and “vibes.” A man didn’t just text a girl “wyd?” at 2AM. He asked for her father’s blessing, pursued her with intention, and built a life before inviting her into it. A woman didn’t advertise herself online like a menu item for digital diners. She prepared for wifehood in silence, dignity, and reverence, waiting to be found—not scrolled past.

But then, something happened. We stopped honoring God’s process and started trusting our feelings. And in that shift—from covenant to chemistry, from order to options—we didn’t gain freedom. We gained dysfunction.

Let’s get real: modern courtship is a dumpster fire dressed in nice photos.

We now live in an era where “talking” means nothing, “dating” means maybe, and “commitment” means “until I feel uncomfortable.” People enter relationships with zero clarity, zero accountability, and zero spiritual oversight. They bond sexually, emotionally, and even financially—with no covenant to back it. They’re playing house, practicing divorce, and calling it growth.

And when it fails—as it always does—they blame love itself.
“It just didn’t work out.”
“We weren’t compatible.”
“We grew apart.”
No. You rebelled against structure and reaped the consequences.
Structure was never your enemy. Rebellion was.

The biblical model was always clear:


●  A man leaves his father and mother (Genesis 2:24) — meaning he is responsible, independent, and ready.

●  He cleaves to his wife — not to a string of girlfriends, not to a situationship, not to a woman he’s still “figuring out.”

●  They become one flesh — not “friends with benefits,” not emotionally entangled pen pals, but married.


But in modern times, we delayed all of that. We reversed it.
Now it’s: sleep together, live together, maybe commit, and possibly marry if the stars align. And even then, it’s often just a formality for the Instagram announcement.
Freedom without form is just chaos with lipstick.

Let’s not pretend the results have been good.


●  Marriage rates are plummeting.


●  Divorce rates are normalized.


●  Single motherhood is rising.


●  Porn, hookup culture, and cohabitation are epidemic.


●  Men are afraid to lead.


●  Women are exhausted from leading.
And everyone is lonely.




You think this is freedom? This is a social experiment gone wrong.

The tragedy is that even Christians have swallowed this lie.
Youth groups now host dating seminars that mirror secular nonsense. Pastors avoid preaching about biblical roles to keep the peace. Parents have lost their voice—and their authority—because the world told them, “Just let them figure it out.”
Figure what out, exactly?
How to get heartbroken?
How to bond with someone who won’t be there in five years?
How to get used to pornified expectations before marriage even starts?
We didn’t just lose structure. We mocked it.
We said fathers were controlling.
We said marriage was too early.
We said purity was unrealistic.
We said modesty was oppressive.
We said submission was sexist.
We said discipline was trauma.
And now we sit in the rubble, wondering why nothing lasts.
You cannot build a marriage if your foundation is feeling. You cannot build love on lust. You cannot build family on fantasy.

Structure was the protection.


●  God first.


●  Authority next.


●  Intentional pursuit.


●  Sexual boundaries.


●  Marriage covenant.


●  Then lifelong companionship.




That model never failed. People just abandoned it.

The truth? Freedom outside of God’s design is never freedom. It’s slavery with a seductive mask. You end up a prisoner to your feelings, your lust, your loneliness, and your confusion.

And now a generation is waking up in their 30s and 40s—wounded, used, confused—asking, “Where did I go wrong?”
You let TikTok define love.
You let trauma-chasing YouTubers replace your parents.
You let lust call itself liberation.
You traded legacy for feelings.
So yes—this book offends you. It should.
Because we’re not here to entertain the delusion. We’re here to reestablish the divine.
And that starts by admitting this truth:
You don’t need more options. You need more obedience.
You don’t need more freedom. You need more fear of the Lord.
You don’t need more romance. You need more reverence.
If courtship is dead, then let this be the shovel that digs it up—and revives it.

Because chaos is not the future. Order is.
And if you want the love God designed, you need to stop playing by rules the devil invented.
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​2. Feelings Replaced Faith — Emotions Became the Guide Instead of God
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The moment feelings replaced faith, we stopped following God and started following ourselves.

We used to ask, “What does God say?”
Now we ask, “What do I feel?”
And the shift has destroyed not only relationships, but reverence.
We built a generation of emotional addicts—people who chase love like it’s a drug, and leave the moment the high fades. They call it “listening to my heart.” The Bible calls it foolishness.


“The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked. Who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9)


And yet we let this deceitful, wicked compass lead the most sacred decision of our lives.

Today, people treat emotions like they’re holy. If it feels good, it must be right. If it feels wrong, it must be avoided. This is why courtship failed. Not because it was broken—but because our generation no longer trusts anything they can’t feel instantly.
They don't want wisdom.
They want dopamine.
Faith requires patience. Feelings demand pleasure.

Let’s break it down:


●  Faith says “I will wait until I am ready to honor this person.”


●  Feelings say “I want them now, even if I dishonor them in the process.”


●  Faith says “God knows better than me.”


●  Feelings say “No one knows my heart better than me.”


●  Faith says “I will obey even when I don’t understand.”


●  Feelings say “I will obey as long as it feels good.”




One is worship. The other is self-idolatry.

This is why modern courtship collapsed—because we no longer let faith govern our choices. We let our mood drive our mission.

Imagine someone driving through a storm, blindfolded, with their feelings as the steering wheel. That’s what dating looks like in this generation. One week it’s “I think God told me she’s the one.” The next week it’s “I just feel like the spark is gone.”
God didn’t change.
Your hormones did.
And let’s be real—feelings are inconsistent, fragile, and often weaponized.


●  A girl will say “God gave me peace about him” just to justify sleeping with him.

●  A guy will say “God led me out of this relationship” when really, he just got bored.

●  A woman will say “I don’t feel loved anymore” and file for divorce—ignoring the vows she made before heaven.

●  A man will say “I feel like I’m not respected” and cheat with someone who laughs at his jokes.


And through all this emotional stupidity, God becomes a mascot—not the Master.

We don’t ask for His will. We ask for His permission to follow our own. And when the relationship fails, we don’t repent. We sulk. We say “love hurt me.” No—it wasn’t love. It was your lack of Lordship.

You wanted the feeling of marriage without the faith that builds it.

Marriage isn’t built on butterflies. It’s built on covenant.
Butterflies die. Covenant endures.
Feelings fade. Faith fights.
And here’s the harsh truth: if you marry because you “feel in love,” you’ll likely divorce when you “feel out of love.”
Because feelings are temporary. Faith is tested.
And any love not anchored in obedience to God is already on a countdown to collapse.
So why did biblical courtship fail?
Because we let emotions—raw, unstable, worldly emotions—become the Holy Spirit.
We swapped Scripture for soul ties.
We replaced wise counsel with TikTok therapy.
We dumped prayer for personality tests.
We traded God’s Word for “I just know in my gut.”
And now?
We don’t have love.
We have longing.
We don’t have marriages.
We have traumas with wedding rings.
We don’t have peace.
We have emotional chaos dressed as “self-discovery.”
Christian love doesn’t ignore emotions—but it never worships them.
It sees them. It respects them. But it submits them to God.
Faith says, “Lord, I want this—but not without You.”
Feelings say, “Lord, I’ll let You know after I’ve already fallen for them.”
So now the question is:
Will you be led by your emotions or by your Creator?
Because if feelings are your God, heartbreak will be your religion.
This book isn’t here to help you “feel better.” It’s here to make sure your feelings bow to the truth.
Because until emotions return to their place under faith, love will never last.
Not in your courtship.
Not in your marriage.
Not in your soul.
The heart is a liar. But God never is.
Choose your guide wisely.
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​3. Dating Is Divorce Training — We Practice Breaking Up Before Ever Committing
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Modern dating doesn’t prepare you for marriage. It prepares you to quit.

Let’s just call it what it is: a rehearsal for emotional failure. A system built on disposable intimacy, shallow promises, and get-out-quick exits. We’ve raised an entire generation to cycle through people—not commit to them. To chase sparks, not plant roots. To feel temporary joy, then walk away when it’s inconvenient. And we call this normal.

But it's not normal. It's dysfunctional. And worse—it's training for divorce.

Think about it. In dating, what do you do?


●  You start with attraction.

●  You build a shallow connection.

●  You skip the structure and dive into emotional or sexual entanglement.

●  You avoid hard conversations to “keep things fun.”

●  Then when conflict comes—you leave. You ghost. You block. You heal by jumping to the next warm body.


Congratulations. You just practiced a cheap version of marriage with none of the covenant, and mastered the art of quitting.

Now do that five or ten times before you're 25. Guess what you’ve taught your soul?


●  That love is disposable.


●  That intimacy can be given without safety.


●  That relationships are supposed to “feel right” or they’re not worth it.


●  That pain is normal, and so is pretending you're fine.


●  That walking away is easier than working through.




And when you finally say “I do,” what do you bring into that marriage?
Luggage. Trauma. Emotional habits built on cutting ties, not keeping vows.
Dating culture doesn’t prepare you to stay. It conditions you to run.

You’re not learning faithfulness.
You’re learning escape.
You’re not learning patience.
You’re learning avoidance.
You’re not learning how to protect a heart.
You’re learning how to recover from a shattered one.
And what’s worse? The world doesn’t even hide it anymore.
People call it a “situationship.”
They literally admit they’re “testing the waters.”
Translation: I want the benefits of your body, the comfort of your presence, the validation of your attention—but none of the cost of covenant.
That’s not love. That’s emotional looting.

And let’s talk about the real kicker: most people who date casually eventually bring those breakup habits into their marriages.


●  Conflict? They shut down.

●  Disagreement? They compare you to an ex.

●  Emotional distance? They find someone to “talk to” on the side.

●  Boredom? They scroll Instagram, longing for someone else’s highlight reel.


Because they never learned how to fight for love.
They only learned how to flee from it.
Dating culture isn’t romance. It’s rehearsal for walking away.

The world says: “Don’t marry your first love.”
The Bible says: “Rejoice in the wife of your youth.” (Proverbs 5:18)
The world says: “See what’s out there first.”
The Bible says: “He who finds a wife finds a good thing.” (Proverbs 18:22)
The world says: “Test the chemistry.”
The Bible says: “Flee youthful lusts and pursue righteousness.” (2 Timothy 2:22)
Do you see the pattern? God isn’t against love. He’s against the counterfeit version that prepares you for nothing but destruction.

And here’s what they never tell you about dating casually:
Every person you date and break up with leaves a mark.
Not just emotionally. Spiritually. Biologically.
Your soul remembers touch.
Your mind remembers patterns.
Your body remembers access.
You think you’re moving on—but part of you is staying with every person who was never meant to hold you.
So when you finally get married, guess what happens?
You don’t just bring your spouse into your bedroom.
You bring ghosts.
Ghosts of past lovers.
Ghosts of breakups.
Ghosts of your old version of love that always came with an exit door.
And then we wonder why so many Christian marriages end.
It’s because they were built by people who were trained to leave.
You want to prepare for marriage?
Stop dating like it’s a sport.
Start courting like it’s sacred.
You don’t need to “try out” ten people to know how to be faithful.
You need to become the kind of person who is ready to stay.
Who is willing to struggle, serve, sacrifice.
Who doesn’t run when it gets hard.
Who doesn’t flirt when it gets boring.
Who doesn’t fantasize about escape just because they had a bad week.
You don’t need dating experience. You need discipline.

And that’s why this chapter had to be written: because what we call “dating” is nothing more than emotional demolition in slow motion.

Stop rehearsing divorce.
Start preparing for covenant.
Because love isn’t something you try—it’s someone you fight for.
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​4. Romance Without Purpose — People Pursue Connection Without Covenant
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We live in a culture obsessed with connection but allergic to commitment.
People want the feeling of love without the framework of it. They want the butterflies, the cuddles, the deep talks at 2AM, the validation of being wanted—but none of the spiritual weight, covenant clarity, or long-term intention that real love demands. This is the age of romance without purpose—a parade of emotional bonding with zero destination.
It’s like boarding a plane with no ticket, no itinerary, no pilot, and saying, “Let’s just see where it goes.”
And when it crashes?
“Oh well. We had a good time.”
This is not love. This is recreational heartbreak.

People now “fall in love” the way children chase bubbles—excited, erratic, and empty-handed when it bursts. And what’s worse? They act like the bursting is normal. They treat brokenness like a rite of passage. “You have to get hurt to learn.”
No, you have to obey God to stop making the same stupid mistakes.
In biblical courtship, romance was never separated from responsibility. There was a process.


●  A man pursued only when ready.

●  A woman responded only when secure.

●  Parents and pastors were involved.

●  Marriage was not a maybe—it was the goal.
Romance had direction. It wasn’t aimless. It was sacred. Measured. Public. Accountable.


But today? Romance is just a vibe.
It’s a playlist. A weekend trip. A deep stare across a candlelit table.
It’s the right lighting and enough trauma bonding to feel “seen.”
No plan. No covering. No covenant.
Just a connection that burns bright and dies faster than it started.
Romance without purpose is the highway to emotional ruin.

Because when you get emotionally entangled with someone who was never meant to be your spouse, three things always happen:

	You start fantasizing about a future that doesn’t exist.
 

	You compromise boundaries to keep the feeling alive.
 

	You suffer spiritual confusion once it ends—and it always ends.
 


And even then, instead of repenting, you romanticize the wreckage:


●  “But we had something special.”


●  “God used that season to grow me.”


●  “I still think about them.”




Of course you do.
You tied your soul to someone you were never supposed to play marriage with.
God didn’t design romance for entertainment. He designed it for covenant.

That longing in your chest? That craving to be known, held, and loved? It wasn’t meant to be casually explored—it was meant to be righteously fulfilled. Not through Netflix-and-feelings. Not through long car rides with someone else’s future spouse. Not through late-night “checking in” texts with someone you met on a Christian app but have zero accountability over.

Romance without purpose is counterfeit intimacy.

It mimics the symptoms of love without the spine.
It demands the language of commitment without paying the price of it.
It’s emotionally expensive, spiritually toxic, and socially applauded.
And let’s be honest—this generation romanticizes rebellion.
We make music about it. We write poetry about it. We turn godless, confusing, casual relationships into aesthetic reels and call it "healing."
But deep down?
We’re exhausted.
We’re soul-tired.
We’re numb from giving so much to people who gave nothing back.
Because love was never supposed to be random.
It was never meant to be experimental.
It was never meant to be vague.
It was designed by God—with purpose, parameters, and permanence.
Romance without purpose teaches you:


●  That connection is enough.


●  That intention is controlling.


●  That marriage is optional.


●  That boundaries are outdated.




But romance with purpose teaches you:


●  That connection is only holy when it’s submitted to God.


●  That love is defined by sacrifice, not stimulation.


●  That marriage is the goal, not the bonus.


●  That emotional access is sacred, not recreational.




You think the world is giving you freedom when it says, “Follow your heart.”
But all it’s doing is putting you on a hamster wheel of hope, heartbreak, and healing loops that never end—because the path was never built to lead to covenant in the first place.
Romance was never meant to be the foundation. It was meant to be the fruit.
You don’t start with it.
You build toward it—after clarity, after spiritual covering, after obedience.
So here’s the truth no one wants to say out loud:
Stop dating people you have no intention of marrying.
Stop texting people just to feel wanted.
Stop bonding with strangers and calling it healing.
Stop spiritualizing your confusion by blaming “God’s timing.”
God doesn’t confuse—you just wanted the romance more than the responsibility.
If you’re not ready for the weight of love, stop sampling it.
Because what you’re playing with is holy.
And every time you mishandle it, your heart becomes harder, colder, and more confused.
This generation needs to stop asking, “Is it love?”
And start asking, “Is it leading me to covenant?”
If not?
It’s not love.
It’s distraction.
And distraction will never become destiny.

	[image: image]
	 	[image: image]


[image: image]

​5. No Fathers, No Filters — Without Male Authority, Girls Get Played and Boys Stay Boys
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The absence of fathers is not just a family issue—it’s a romantic disaster.

Remove the father, and you remove the filter. Remove the filter, and the sewage of society flows unchecked into a young girl’s heart and a young boy’s mind. The moment male authority vanished from courtship, so did standards, protection, and purpose. We let “freedom” replace fatherhood—and all we got was dysfunction disguised as independence.

Let’s be clear: without fathers, girls become prey and boys become predators-in-training.

Fathers were never meant to be optional accessories. They were designed to be gatekeepers—watchmen over their daughters’ innocence and their sons’ character. But this generation threw them out of the equation and called it empowerment. And now we’re surprised that girls can’t discern a player from a prophet and boys think manhood is measured by body count.

This is what happens when male authority is mocked instead of honored.

When a father is present—spiritually strong, emotionally steady, and biblically grounded—his daughter doesn’t hand her heart to the first guy who gives her attention. She doesn’t need to be “daddy’s princess” in the cheesy way—but she knows what it feels like to be valued, protected, and guided. Which means she can smell manipulation a mile away.

But when a father is absent?
She becomes her own covering.
She learns love from TikTok.
She learns worth from likes.
She mistakes obsession for protection.
And she becomes easy prey for every soft-spoken liar who says “God told me you’re the one.”
Girls without fathers are thrown into romantic traffic with no helmet.
They don’t know what boundaries look like.
They don’t know what real leadership feels like.
They think red flags are passion.
They call controlling boys “protective.”
They think disrespect is normal.
And they start calling trauma “experience.”
Meanwhile, boys without fathers grow up in emotional lawlessness.
They think leadership is domination.
They think masculinity is aggression.
They think feelings are weakness, and women are trophies.
They were never corrected, never called higher, never shown what strength under control looks like.
So they become men in age—but still boys in soul.


●  They pursue women they can’t lead.

●  They play with hearts they never planned to hold.

●  They say “I love you” like a sales pitch.

●  And when things get serious, they run—because no one ever taught them how to stay.


And the church is complicit too.


●  Youth groups tell girls to be “modest” but never teach boys to be honorable.

●  We host purity talks without talking about protection and patriarchy.

●  We promote dating apps but ignore family discipleship.

●  We keep talking about “finding the one” instead of training fathers to guard the one.


Courtship without male authority isn’t just incomplete—it’s dangerous.

In Scripture, fathers didn’t just bless marriages—they regulated them.


●  Isaac didn’t swipe left. Abraham sent a servant to find a wife.

●  Dinah got defiled because she left the safety of her father’s house unguarded.

●  Ruth was covered by Boaz because he honored structure and community.


Biblical romance always came with male oversight.
Not because women are weak.
But because structure is strength.
Because love without protection always turns into pain.
The father is not just a figurehead. He’s the filter.

He filters out the boys with no mission.
He filters out the suitors with smooth words but no covering.
He filters out the ones who love attention but hate responsibility.
And for sons?
He filters out the ego.
He filters out passivity.
He filters out the desire to pursue without purpose.
Without fathers, romance becomes open season for manipulation.

So what does this generation do instead?


●  They mock fathers.

●  They ignore covering.

●  They call themselves “grown” at 18.

●  And they walk straight into soul ties, abuse, and spiritual confusion.
Because no one stood at the gate. No one said, “Not him.” No one asked, “Where are you leading my daughter?” No one trained their son to build before he dates.


And now we have girls learning love from YouTubers and boys learning sex from porn.

But sure—keep saying fathers are optional.

We’re not just lacking good men. We’re lacking men who were fathered.

And until that changes, we’ll keep raising:


●  Girls who confuse affection for value.


●  Boys who confuse dominance for strength.


●  Relationships that implode before they ever begin.


●  And marriages that crack because no one ever poured a real foundation.




You want to fix romance? Bring back fathers.
You want healthy courtship? Don’t just prepare your daughter—train her father.
Don’t just coach your son—discipline him through a father’s authority.
No fathers, no filters.
No filters, no protection.
No protection, no purpose.
No purpose, just pain.
But it doesn’t have to stay that way.

Restore the fathers.
Rebuild the filters.
Redeem the romance.
Because God’s design still works.
It just needs men who will guard the gates again.
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