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			Advance Praise for Beyond Titles

			 

			“As one of the most authentic people I’ve ever been lucky enough to know, Suezette shares her incredible innate gifts coupled with decades of experience and tested methods with us in this book. What a gift that is so needed in this moment. This book is a must read.”

			—Annie Jean-Baptiste, Author of 
Building for Everyone

			“Beyond Titles is more than a leadership book—it’s a blueprint for those of us committed to leading with purpose and integrity in every room we enter. Suezette Yasmin Robotham offers a masterful invitation to lead from alignment, not attachment—with wisdom that is as strategic as it is soulful. For any executive who’s ever questioned whether they could lead at the highest levels without compromising who they are—this is the book you didn’t know you needed. I closed the final chapter feeling seen, re-centered, and more equipped to lead with conviction. I will be recommending it to every leader I mentor.”

			—Tequila Smith, Your C-Suite Bestie

			“Suezette is effective because her personality permeates every space that she’s in. She captivates, not dominates and is masterful at strategy. Beyond Titles is a guide that balances the personal and professional to help you define the FULL you. Suezette has taught me no matter your level of experience you can always sharpen the instruments in your leadership toolbox.”

			—Shirlyn A. Cesar, Emmy Award Winning Producer and Executive Producer of SEEHER Multiplicity

			“As a founder who’s navigated the exhausting dance of ‘covering’ in professional spaces, I wish I’d had Beyond Titles during my early leadership days. Suezette Yasmin Robotham has created something rare, a book that doesn’t just preach authenticity but gives you actual tools to excavate it from underneath years of conditioning. This isn’t feel-good theory; it’s a workbook that demands the hard work of becoming whole. For anyone feeling the disconnect between who they are and who they think they need to be professionally, this is both permission and pathway.”

			—Helaine Knapp, Founder and CEO of 
CITYROW and author of Making Waves

			“In Beyond Titles: Fearlessly Leading as Your Authentic Self, Suezette Yasmin Robotham, offers a profoundly personal, engaging, and insightful guidebook for leaders to unpack and conquer living and working authentically. Through deeply personal stories and engaging exercises, Robotham empowers leaders to do their own work and embrace the transformative power of their authenticity. Beyond Titles is an exemplary resource, rich with wisdom that transcends industries and backgrounds from a  global leader. Suezette’s lessons are not only inspiring but actionable, creating the opportunity for everyone to unlock their potential and lead with purpose and authenticity.”

			—Deborah Riley Draper, Award-winning Filmmaker and Founder & CEO, Coffee Bluff Pictures
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			To Olderene and Worrell. Thank you Mummy and Daddy, for always seeing me, especially in those moments when I couldn’t see myself.
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			Those that don’t got it, can’t show it. Those that got it, can’t hide it.

			—Zora Neale Hurston

		

	
		
			Intro

			Allow Me to Introduce Myself

			This book is about freedom. Period. And more importantly—this book is about actively engaging you in the process that will lead to your own freedom. Perhaps you instinctively felt that when you decided to pick it up. Or maybe the person that recommended Beyond Titles: Fearlessly Leading as Your Authentic Self to you thought it would be an invaluable resource to support you on your journey to living a more authentic life. Whatever the path is that led you to this book, I’m so glad to have you right here, right now, reading it.

			My name is Suezette Yasmin Robotham, and I’m a seasoned executive with twenty years of leadership experience under my belt. I specialize in navigating the culture and environments of blue-chip nonprofit organizations and corporations—including four Fortune Global 500 tech companies—while also pursuing my entrepreneurial aspirations.

			I know what it means to want to remain true to myself and my core values, while also driving impact and outcomes at work. I know what it means to be a Black woman navigating my identity, in spaces where I’ve been hired to disrupt things as the first and only person that looks like me on the team. I know the pain and anguish caused by anxiety and depression, being constricted in corporate environments with rigid beliefs about what leadership looks like. I know what it means to be living an inauthentic existence, in the place where I spent most of my time and energy.

			I also know what it means to reclaim my time (as well as my voice and my peace), as Congresswoman “Auntie Maxine” Waters repeatedly said during a congressional hearing to indicate her right to retain minutes on the clock that had been allotted to her. I reclaim my time, voice, and peace by committing myself to shedding years of conditioning that involved trying to fit into cookie-cutter definitions of working styles and success. I’ve had to invest in creating a space to learn, understand, and own what it means to stand unapologetically on my own two legs and be my most authentic, whole, and best self—all the time. I know how freedom feels and what it takes because I’ve already done this work for me. Now I am excited and grateful to have the opportunity to be a guide and a resource along your journey of self-discovery, while you pursue living your best, authentic life at work—and beyond.

			I know the beauty of sharing the lessons of my own journey on global stages and platforms. Yet creating a tangible resource for others is also extremely important to me. This book is meant to feel like a self-workbook that you can use and reference often along one of the greatest adventures of your life. Just to be clear, leading an authentic life is not a destination, and it will require an investment of your time, energy, imagination, and ultimately action from You. This book also includes deeply personal stories about experiences that have shaped my understanding of who I am as a woman and a leader. Lastly, it will provide you with the space to complete exercises that will ask you to:

			•Reflect on your own experiences and how they inform your present reality

			•Connect with the experience that you want to have as you move toward a more authentic existence

			•Activate the vision that you will create for yourself throughout this workbook

			Creating the life, joy, reality, and THE FREEDOM you want, need, desire, and deserve is not a bystander sport. We’re going to roll up our sleeves and do this important work together. And I’m so excited about all that’s coming your way on the journey to freedom.

		

	
		
			 

			Live Your Dreams!

			—Olderene V. Pinnock, my mommy

		

	
		
			Preface

			She Talks Too Much

			My mom saw something in me at an early age. Let me correct that—my mom heard something in me at an early age.

			The youngest of her two children, I was also her little explorer. Everything I saw, I touched—wanting to know and understand how the world around me worked. I had no trepidation about what might be on the other side of my adventures. One of her favorite childhood stories to tell about me is about the very last bottle I drank from as a one-year-old. One day when she was not sure where I’d disappeared to, the sound of a bottle crashing down to the foot of our stairs alerted her to my whereabouts. As she came rushing into the living room to make sure that I had not met the same demise as the bottle, she found a freshly painted wall splattered with formula. Her toddler stared down defiantly at the bottle that had apparently irritated my newly emerging incisor teeth. I never drank from a bottle again.

			The more mobile I got, the more my mother feared my curiosity was literally going to kill the cat. Daily, I discovered something new about our home or the outside world, including an electrical outlet that landed me and my index finger in the emergency room. She constantly had to learn how to allow her precocious baby to discover the world around her without keeping me from it.

			Her little explorer soon became a reporter. Telling everyone about everything I saw and experienced became my favorite pastime. The child of Jamaican immigrants, I was used to my parents holding down multiple jobs in pursuit of our version of the “American Dream.” My father would often have jobs that allowed him to work days, which meant that my mother would work nights to ensure that their two children had childcare. In those wee hours of the morning when my dad tucked us into the car to pick my mother up from work, I would be wide awake and ready for her arrival. Legs swinging in my car seat, I’d happily tell her about my day, my slumbering sister’s day, my dad’s day, and everything I saw on the way to the hospital. Nothing was off the table for me. And while she was understandably exhausted, she’d happily listen to the child who should have been counting sheep instead of giving everyone a full download of activities and observations from her day.

			Like most children of the ’80s—cartoons and daytime soap operas were my entertainment. My mom recalls one afternoon when I was a two- or three-year-old when I stared intently at a show on NBC. Out of nowhere, I turned to her during the daytime drama and said with the seriousness of an adult three times my age that, “If a man doesn’t love a woman, they need to get e-vorced!” Now clearly I had no clue about what an e-vorce or divorce technically entailed, but my understanding of the world and all that I had discovered up until that point had led me to some clarity about what needed to happen when a relationship was over. A willing sponge, I had facts and perspective well beyond my years.

			My dad, also my first best friend, was often amused by my chattiness. “Let her chat.” I would spend hours playfully debating with him and rationalizing whatever idea found its way to me. My mother, usually one of the main subjects of my observations, would say, “She chat too much.” Less patient with my love of “reasoning,” she wanted to ensure that I had the right balance of being a free young Black girl and a child that was disciplined and had respect for adults. There were several different ways she could have gone about directing my voice. However, instead of squashing my candor, she decided there was a better way to filter and refine it. She also decided I needed to learn and memorize poems, and that I needed to recite them at school. My first great performance was a poem she volunteered me to read aloud during my kindergarten graduation at just five years old.

			In my little white cap and pink and blue polka-dot dress, I stood before my classmates, our families and friends, and recited a poem that I had happily practiced with her for weeks.

			Labor for learning before you grow old

			Cause learning is better than silver or gold

			Silver and gold will vanish away

			But a good education will never decay

			The stage would become my favorite outlet for sharing. At my first-grade assembly, I would go on to give a speech about the importance of friendships.

			Make new friends

			But keep the old.

			One is silver and the other is gold.

			Only grown-ups think that the things children say come out of nowhere. We know they come from the deepest parts of ourselves.

			—bell hooks

			It probably wasn’t until the very moment that I put pen to paper that I realized just how much my parents—especially my mother—deciding that my voice mattered and channeling my voice in a productive way would become the place not only where I would find my passion, but also my purpose, and ultimately my success.

			What she could have easily squashed, she believed in and groomed. I would go on to find joy in composing my own short stories and poems—hungry to express myself through creative writing. I’d write my parents and grandmother letters—all filled with ideas and experiences that I wanted to express myself. My mother heard and saw my voice as an asset to me before I understood it for myself. She paved the way for a lifetime of opportunities. My voice has led me to be a storyteller, an advocate, a mentor, a speaker, a recruiter, a leader, a partner, a strategist, and more.

			My
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