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			Prologue
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			Once upon a time, there lived a famous Cheshire cat. No, not my dad…me! I’m Chessy! Mischief runs in the family, see? Care to join me for a game? There’s already one begun.

			It all started when the Queen of Hearts was about to take over Auradon, and Cinderella’s head was on her chopping block. That’s when her daughter, Red, and Cinderella’s daughter, Chloe, used a magical pocket watch to travel back in time and prevent the Queen of Hearts from ever turning evil.

			Red got her wish for a caring mother and Chloe saved her mom, who she discovered wasn’t always such a princess. But when you change the past, there can be some unpredictable consequences.

			Red is about to discover her new and improved life comes with a sister. And if Mom’s not a villain anymore, guess who’s not a VK, either? What is a one-girl riot to do? HKs and VKs still run in separate crews. Mmmm. Sounds like chaos.…Can’t wait to see how this plays out.
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			Chapter One
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			Crouched in front of a tall multi-heart-shaped topiary in the middle of Wonderland’s hedge maze, Red and Chloe tried their best to hide in the shadows. Suddenly, the bottom heart of the topiary magically opened, revealing a small room. The walls were gold and etched with still more hearts and symbols of Wonderland. Various trinkets, including the Looking Glass, were placed around the room.

			“Hurry, Chloe,” Red said. “Before anyone sees us.”

			“Red, are you sure this is the best spot to bury the pocket watch?” Chloe asked with uncertainty.

			“Yup, here. The Wonderland Royal Vault,” Red explained. “It’s the perfect place to keep this hidden.” She held up a pocket watch. “Now it won’t fall into the wrong hands.”

			The trust the two girls had developed when they rewrote their mothers’ histories was still growing.

			“And no one can undo the good we’ve done,” Chloe said.

			Red’s face grew serious. Carefully, she placed the pocket watch—the item that had allowed them to travel back in time and prevent Red’s mom, the Queen of Hearts, from experiencing a chain of events that would cause her to go evil—inside the vault. A moment later, the vault closed up and disappeared into the topiary.

			“There,” she said. “Your mom’s safe.”

			“And your mom’s nice,” added Chloe.

			They smiled as they shared a high five. They had done it. They had actually fixed what had gone wrong, and no one was the wiser.

			A hedge moved, allowing Red and Chloe to leave the center of the maze.

			“And we’re…?” Chloe continued.

			“Aww, Chlo, are you asking me to be friends?” Red teased. “You’re still such an HK.”

			“That’s never gonna change,” Chloe said. “Though knowing now that my mom didn’t care about all this royal stuff when she was young, maybe I can talk to her and relax things a little.”

			“You? Relax?” Red said with a laugh.

			“It’s hard being the daughter of a hero,” Chloe told her. “You’ll see.”

			“No, it’s not going to be that different, Chloe,” Red said.

			The girls didn’t see the electricity surging from the pocket watch through Wonderland to Maddox Hatter’s cottage.
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			Think they’ve solved it, don’t they? Little do Red and Chloe know someone else saw them disappear with the pocket watch that night. One villain erased, another created!
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				Red woke with a start. Glancing down, she saw her boots, their bottoms covered in mud and bits of greenery from the maze. Right! It hadn’t been a dream. She and Chloe really had gone to the maze to hide the pocket watch. Now she was back in her room in Wonderland, while Chloe was probably waking up in her room in Cinderellasburg. Red stretched and smiled. They had done what they’d set out to do, and now things could go back to normal. She could go back to Auradon Prep and pick up where she’d left off. Only now her mother wouldn’t be evil, and Chloe would hopefully be a little more chill.

			Just then, Red’s door burst open and the Queen of Hearts strode in, followed by four ladies-in-waiting. As two began to throw open the curtains, the others ushered Red out of her bed and over to her vanity, where they began to fuss over her. The attention was a bit overwhelming. As was her mother’s excitement. She couldn’t stop talking about how happy she was that her daughters were going to school together! At Auradon Prep!

			Red’s eyebrows shot up. Hold on. Did she say daughters? On cue, a perky girl Red had never seen in her life bounded into the room. She was dressed from head to toe in pink, with perfect pink locks pulled back in a pink bow.

			This was, apparently, her little sister, Pink. That’s new, Red thought. She gulped nervously. If she had a sister, what else had changed? It was like Red had woken up in the same body but with a different backstory. She wondered if Chloe was having a similar out-of-body experience. As the thought weaved through her mind, Pink placed a bow on top of her head. “Your favorite,” she explained in a voice that dripped with sugar.

			Uh-oh. Red started to worry about all these strange happenings. She needed to talk to Chloe…fast.
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			In the kingdom of Cinderellasburg, Chloe was unaware of Red’s new family dynamic as she made her way to the dining room. She had woken up feeling positively, well, positive. She was determined to take a page from Red’s book and be a bit more chill. Roll with the punches. Go with the flow. But first she’d organize the mountain of pillows on her bed just so. She looked at the neat stack and tossed the last one carelessly onto the pile. It was just a little messy now. She paused, then quickly adjusted the pillow. Change took time, after all.

			She smiled at her mother and father as she joined them at the table. As always, King Charming and Cinderella looked perfectly put together. But wait. Was her father even more buttoned-up than usual? She shrugged and sat down, eager to eat. But before she could even take a bite, the plates were whisked away.

			They were replaced by a piece of paper. Chloe eyed it, then glanced at her mother, confused. It was a checklist for success.

			Cinderella smiled. The list was to help Chloe become a true, perfect princess, she explained. The kind of princess Cinderella had wanted to be when she was Chloe’s age.

			Chloe frowned. That, she knew, was a total lie. She had met her mother when she was Chloe’s age. Young Cinderella hadn’t wanted that at all. A small sliver of worry began to creep into her head as her mother ordered boxes packed and put onto the carriage waiting outside. And the sliver grew bigger as each box and each item was perfectly positioned so not a thing was out of place. Her mother and father were acting so strange—like they were playing the part of a picture-perfect royal couple. And they wanted her to be just as perfect.

			This wasn’t good. She was trying to be more chill. To let go and embrace the adventure of life. But now her mother was insisting she be perfectly put together. Not a hair out of place. Not a wrinkle on her dress. She even wanted her to wear her glass sneakers—to the first day of school!

			Chloe sighed. She needed to talk to Red—now.

			After stepping into the waiting carriage, Chloe leaned back in her seat. They couldn’t get to school fast enough.
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			Chapter Two
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			The sun was shining and the sky a perfect blue as Red’s—and Pink’s—car pulled into Auradon Prep. Students laughed and chatted as they made their way between buildings. Some held bags. Others were followed by footmen holding their bags. Friends who hadn’t seen each other over the break called out to one another while other kids showed off new magic tricks they had learned. Everyone looked happy—and at home. Auradon Prep welcomed all—both the kids of heroes and the kids of villains—and while there had been some bumps along the way, life at school had settled into a happy peace.

			Red watched, her eyes scanning the crowd for a flash of blue. Spotting Chloe across the way, Red jumped out of the car and ran over. She skidded to a stop in front of her friend.

			Chloe gestured to the crowd of happy students. “They’re really happy to see us,” she observed.

			Red nodded. That was an understatement. She wasn’t sure if she was just overly sensitive to overly happy people after spending the morning with her mother and Pink, but the campus did feel particularly peppy. It was like everyone had had an extra helping of sugar.

			Including the two boys heading their way with big smiles on their faces. One was tall, his muscles on full display. The other was smaller, more sinewy, with some of his hair pulled back into a ponytail of sorts. He followed the big guy with doglike loyalty.

			“Why are those dudes coming over?” Red asked. “And what’s with all the teeth?”

			Chloe didn’t even get the chance to shrug before the two stopped in front of them. They quickly introduced themselves as Luis Madrigal and Robbie Hood. Luis, the bigger one, gave them a nod. “It’s our favorite two princesses,” he said.

			Red and Chloe exchanged confused looks. What did that even mean? They had never met these boys. But as the two continued to fawn over them, Red’s stomach began to churn. New hero kids who seemed to think that she and Chloe were perfect princesses set to inherit their kingdoms? Was this more fallout from their little trip back in time? Things felt so strange.

			And they only got stranger. As Red and Chloe tried—unsuccessfully—to lose Luis and Robbie, a group of villain kids appeared. Unlike the overly chipper students Red had seen so far, this group felt a bit more real to her. They eyed her and Chloe suspiciously. “Lovely ladies,” one of them, Hazel Hook, sneered. Beside her, the Smee twins—Squeaky and Squirmy—giggled.

			Staying a few steps behind were Max Hatter and Felix Facilier. They looked on, letting their minions do the teasing. Red didn’t understand. Since when was Max Hatter a VK? His father, Maddox, had been one of Red’s favorite people. She used to play with Max when they were little. He hadn’t been evil
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