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Jimmy Page has long been considered one of the most influential guitarists of all time. He has been a musician, and songwriter since 1957. Page has also been a record producer. Jimmy Page was the founder of rock band Led Zeppelin, where he was a guitarist in the band. 

Rolling Stone magazine ranked Jimmy Page as number three, in their 2015 list, titled ‘100 Greatest Guitarists of All Time’. The first and second guitarists on the list, was Jimi Hendrix, and Eric Clapton. Rolling Stone described Jimmy Page as ‘the pontiff of power riffing’. 

Page was also ranked second, in Gibson’s 2010 ‘Top 50 Guitarists of All Time’. Classic Rock’s 2007 list, ‘100 Wildest Guitar Heroes’, listed him as number four. Jimmy Page was inducted twice into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame. The first time was in 1992, because Page as a member of ‘The Yardbirds’. The second time, was in 1995, because he was a member of ‘Led Zeppelin’. 

Jimmy Page has long been recognized for his guitar riffs, and guitar solos recognized for their distorted tones, and alternative guitar tunings. Page has also sometimes played the guitar with a cello bow, which gives it a very specific droning sound. He had picked up this technique, by David McCallum Sr., who had been a session musician (and had been the Scottish leader of the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, the London Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Scottish National Orchestra). 

Jimmy Page’s musical career started off in London, during the early ‘60s. He worked as a studio session musician, with Big Jim Sullivan. Sullivan was one of Britain’s most sought-after guitarists. Page had been a member of ‘The Yardbirds’ from 1966-68. After the band broke up, he decided to create Led Zeppelin. This newly-founded band lasted a great deal longer, as it was active from 1968-80. 

When John Bonham, the band’s drummer, died in September 1980, the band dissolved. Jimmy Page went on to play with other bands throughout the ‘80s, and ‘90s – such as ‘XYZ’, ‘Page and Plant’, Coverdale-Page’, and ‘The Honeydrippers’. 

Over the years, Page had done live and studio recordings, and had been a part of a great deal of guest performances with other artists. In 2007, Led Zeppelin held a reunion, which was released in the 2012 concert film, ‘Celebration Day’. Page also was a part of the 2008 documentary, ‘It Might Get Loud’, along with the Edge, and Jack White. 

Jimmy Page was born on January 9, 1944, in Heston, England. He was the son of James Patrick Page, and Patricia Elizabeth Gaffikin. His father worked as a personnel manager, at a plastic-coating plant. His mother worked as a doctor’s secretary. In 1952, the Page family moved to Feltham. They moved again, to Miles Road, Epsom, in Surrey. 

When Page was eight, he started attending Epsom County Pound Lane Primary School. He then went on to Ewell County Secondary School, in West Ewell. Jimmy Page got his first guitar when he was twelve. He’d found the Spanish guitar at the Miles Road house. Nobody seemed to know who it belonged to, as it was possible that someone had left it behind. Page was mostly self-taught, although he did get some guitar lessons around that time. 

Jimmy Page said the following, about his early guitar days: ‘When I grew up, there weren’t many other guitarists. There was one other guitarist in my school who actually showed me the first chords that I learned, and I went on from there. I was bored, so I taught myself the guitar from listening to records. So obviously it was a very personal thing.’ 

Rod Wyatt, who was a few years older than Page, and a teen called Pete Calvert, often went to Page’s house to practise together. There were days when they’d practise for six or seven hours at a time. He insisted on bringing his guitar to school with him every day, where the staff would promptly confiscate it – and return it to him at the end of the school day. 

One of the songs that inspired Page to play the guitar, was Elvis Presley’s song ‘Baby Let’s Play House’. He was fond of guitarists Scotty Moore, and James Burton – both musicians had performed for Elvis Presley records. 

In 1957, Page saved up all the money from his summer milk rounds, and bought a Hofner President acoustic guitar, which could be amplified. He later got a solid-bodied electric guitar (1959 Futurama Grazioso). Page then got a Fender Telecaster, because he’d watched Buddy Holly play it on TV. 

Jimmy Page’s musical style was a mixture between rock, and blues. He also enjoyed acoustic folk, blues, and skiffle (a music genre that combined elements of blues, folk music, and jazz. It was a popular English music genre at the time). Page had listed a variety of musicians that inspired him, like Freddie King, B.B King, Elmore James, Otis Rush, and Hubert Sumlin. 

When Page was thirteen, he appeared on Huw Wheldon’s ‘All Your Own’. The show aired on BBC1. Page had been part of a four-person skiffle quartet, performing various songs. Wheldon asked Page what he wanted to after graduation, Page answered, ‘I want to do biological research to find a cure for cancer, if it isn’t discovered by then’. 

Page had been busking at this time, which he considered a way to improve his guitar skills. At fourteen, Page joined a group called ‘Malcolm Austin and Whirlwinds’. The group consisted of bassist Tony Busson, Stuart Cockett on rhythm, and a drummer named Tom. The band played Chuck Berry, and Jerry Lee Lewis songs. The band didn’t last too long. Page moved on to a different band, called ‘The Paramounts’. This new group of musicians was David Williams, Pete Calvert, and Rod Wyatt. They performed gigs in Epsom. 

Jimmy Page was interviewed for a lab assistant job, but it didn’t pan out. At age fifteen, Page decided to leave school, and dedicate his time to music. He had to wait until fifteen, because it was the earliest age allowed to leave school. Page had gotten four GCE O levels. The school staff at West Ewell were displeased with Page’s decision to leave, and he’d had an argument about Deputy Head Nicholson regarding his musical talent and ambitions, because she disagreed. 

During these early days, Jimmy Page had had a difficult time finding musicians that he could regularly play with. He would often play with a select group for a while, then move onto the next band. They were all short-lived, temporary groups. He’d play with pretty much whoever was available, so he could get gigs. 

From 1960-61, Page had done a few gigs in Epsom with the ‘Paramounts’ band, as well as gigs at the Mermaid Theatre, where he did backing recitals by Beat poet Royston Ellis. Singer Red E. Lewis had seen the ‘Paramounts’ band perform at the club in Epsom, and he asked his manager if he’d talk to Page about joining his backing band, called ‘The Redcaps’. Their guitarist, Bobby Oats, had left the band, and they were in need of someone to take his place. 

Page was confronted by Neil Christian, from the band ‘The Crusaders’. Christian had seen him play a gig, at a local gig. Page agreed, and he toured with ‘The Crusaders’ for about two years. Page was featured in the band’s records, and was also in their 1962 single, ‘The Road to Love’. 

While Page was touring with ‘The Crusaders’, he became sick with glandular fever (infectious mononucleosis). He had to stop touring with the band, and spent time recovering. He’d paused his musical career for a while, instead focusing on his painting. Page enrolled at Sutton Art College, in Surrey. 

In an interview conducted in 1975, Jimmy Page recalled that time in his life. He said the following: ‘I was travelling around all the time in a bus. I did that for two years after I left school, to the point where I was starting to get really good bread. But I was getting ill. So I went back to art college. And that was a total change in direction. That’s why I say it’s possible to do. As dedicated as I was to playing the guitar, I knew doing it that way was doing me in forever. Every two months I had glandular fever. So for the next 18 months I was living on ten dollars a week, and getting my strength up. But I was still playing.’ 

Over time, Page was able to heal. He continued to balance his musician life, while still being a student. Jimmy Page often took the stage at the Marquee Club (London), with various bands (like Alexis Korner’s ‘Blues Incorporated’, and Cyril Davies’ ‘All Stars’). Page also played with guitarists like Eric Clapton, and Jeff Beck. 

John Gibb, from ‘Brian Howard & the Silhouettes’, approached Page one night, and asked if he’d like to record some singles for Columbia Graphophone Company. Page was also approached by Mike Leander, from Decca Records, and he offered him regular studio work. Page’s first session was ‘Diamonds’ by Jet Harris, and Tony Meehan. In 1963, ‘Diamonds’ hit number one on the singles chart. 

Page did some work with ‘Carter-Lewis and the Southerners’, as well as ‘Mickey Finn and the Blue Men’. By then, he had decided to do full-time session work. He needed to get a different name as a session guitarist. Page went by ‘Lil’ Jim Pea’, as they didn’t want him confused with guitarist Big Jim Sullivan. 

He was mostly called into sessions as ‘insurance’, when replacements needed to be made – or when the recording artist needed a second guitarist. For the most part, it was just Page and a drummer. He couldn’t read music, and so Page was just told to play what he wanted. The two main guitarists that people used in their sessions, were Page, and Big Jim. 

Record producer Shel Talmy preferred Jimmy Page as session guitarist. Page got the opportunity to play for ‘The Kinks’, and ‘The Who’. Page is credited on ‘The Kinks’s debut album – as he played an acoustic twelve-string guitar on two tracks (‘I’m a Lover not a Fighter’, and ‘I’ve Been Driving on Bald Mountain’). He also played rhythm guitar on ‘The Who’s single, ‘I Can’t Explain’. 

From 1964-65, Jimmy Page worked on a variety of studio gigs, for artists like Van Morrison
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