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For Jamie.

I wouldn’t have found this path if not for you.
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  Our Time Will Come Again


Moisture runs down the scales of my face. 
Dragons do not cry.
Though I would have every reason to do so if we did. My brothers and sisters are fleeing, bruised and bleeding. We have been hunted in our caves, ousted from our homes.
Many have fallen.
The humans have gathered in great numbers, they have forged weapons strong enough to pierce our hide. This is a losing battle.
For now.
Fire burns in my belly, in my blood. Those of us who still live will find a new home and we will regain our strength.
Then we shall return.






  
  To Tell the Tale


Five heroes, five friends, stood before the dark fiend that threatened the city. It had come from the Shadow Realm to feast on the souls of the innocent but these heroes would not stand for that. 
With steel and magical fire, with arrows and the divine wrath of the gods they would stand in its path.
There are many tales of heroes and their victory but heroes only last the age of time because of these tales. Sometimes the heroes save the day or die trying.
Sometimes five heroes fight the beast and only one remains to tell the tale.






  
  Ashes to Ashes


Smoke and decay permeate the air. The sun’s rays can barely break through what I have wrought. 
I didn’t want this to happen. It shouldn’t have been this way.
But they were weak. They didn’t have what it takes.
For I’m still here, still standing.
This world has failed me like all the others.
My finger slides through reality as if it were paper, tearing open a gateway to another world.
I leave the ashes that remain and step into a place of green and blue. A world full of possibility.
Maybe here someone will rise up to stop me.






  
  When the Road Ahead Is Dark


In the depths of the snowstorm, Reina pulled her coat tight around her. The tip of her enchanted sword dug a groove into the ice below her feet. 
The tomb of Yervos Crey lay before her and every step she took drew her closer to her destiny.
Shivering, she stepped into the tomb and unsheathed her blade.
The lich rose from his grave that had housed him for one hundred years.
"Why do you disturb my slumber?" His bones rattled in the cold.
"I need your secrets. I need to bring back a life. Or else, I will kill you."






  
  An Allseer's Burden


"Today's the day. Your first Vision Fish." 
Firrin's snout quivered with anticipation.
When the time came she let her rat-tail dangle in the lake, wiggling it back and forth as she had been told to do.
When the Vision Fish chomped down on her tail she cried out in pain but she also flung her prize out of the water.
The fish was pale, its meat putrescent. Yet she had to eat it all.
"What did you see?"
Fire. War. Thousands will die.
"Us? Ratkin?"
No. Humans. Lizardfolk. Dwarves and Elves.
"Then our future is safe. May the others perish."






  
  Men of War


The war was over. 
Men returned home to their villages and families where great feasts were prepared in their honor.
While everyone rejoiced, the men remained quiet and distant. Some made note of their strange behavior. Of how their eyes glazed over, seeing who knew what. Of how they sniffed the air, even pricked up their ears.
The horrors of war will change a man.
Night fell and celebrations came to an end. Wives and children welcomed the men back into their homes to rest.
However, the war was not over.
The men truly had changed.
And they were hungry.






  
  Unfinished Business


The dead walk the roads. They have unfinished business. I have given them the chance they asked for. 
They break into homes, people scream. They cannot speak but their feelings are awake inside me and I know what they want. What they need.
A last goodbye. A visit to check if everything is all right. Revenge for their murder or a dozen other slights from when they were still alive.
All these things are valid. They all deserve to take this chance. I deserve to be free of their call. To be free of this responsibility. To live my life.






  
  The Mountain, Our Guardian, Our End


He was meant to protect us. 
Countless prophecies have been written down over the ages.
When we need help the most the Mountain shall rise from the earth and come to our aid.
Feet like boulders, legs like trees. The mountain towers over us all. Our enemies will be crushed, torn apart, or swallowed whole.
The Mountain shall protect the land and free it from the invaders.
Why has it turned its might upon us? Why are we forsaken?

      [image: image-placeholder]Once the dust settled and the Mountain returned to its slumber, the Fay folk reclaimed their land, their home, their prophecies.
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