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School started out like any other day. The students were sitting in their homeroom waiting for the announcements of the day. Among the students sat four best friends who love to solve mysteries that occur at the school. This has taken them on some interesting adventures during the school day.

In the small town of Tibbett, Ohio, there stood an ordinary School called United Middle School, Surrounding the school was rolling hills and lush, growing plants. Not only was the school building used for students that day, but it was also used for community activities. The building was fire-red brick, with tall glass windows and walls lined with rows of lockers.

A typical day at United Middle School started with a loud bell telling students to head to their homerooms. Hallways of the school were filled with laughter and talking as students made their way to their classes. Friends were glad to be together, and teachers were sharing what was happening in their classes that day.

Each day brought another adventure for four close friends to jump into. Jake, Emily, Amy, and Max lived right down the street from the school. In fact, their parents were neighbors. The four students were best friends and formed a close-knit group that loved to solve mysteries that happened around the school during the day and play together in the evening before bedtime Because of their love of problem-solving, they earned the reputation as the school’s very own mystery solvers, known as the Young Investigators.
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Jake is the natural leader of the group. He has a keen sense of justice and the ability to listen and collaborate with others. He is the glue that holds the group together. Jake is tall for his age, with a big mop of brown hair on top of his head, and he smiles a lot. He’s always the first to jump into action whenever he sees something out of place. But his leadership was never about being in charge; instead, he gathered input from every member of his group, and his friends were very helpful in that aspect. His friends knew they were better together than if they struck out on their own.

Emily is a very cautious and analytical person. She was always right by Jake’s side, helping him solve every single case. She has a knack for noticing details that others miss. Her cautious nature comes from a desire to be precise in all she does, and she is very thorough in her investigations. Emily’s dark eyes seem to see right through situations that others overlook. She can look at a puzzle and solve it right away, and she is also able to dissect information. Despite her methodical tendencies, she embraces the group’s adventures, although it causes her to step out of her comfort zone again and again.

Amy is an imaginative dreamer and the very heart of the group. She sees the world through a lens of wonder, often envisioning things that aren’t there and making the most mundane things come alive. Amy’s vivid imagination and creativity often lead to solutions in their mysteries. She has auburn hair, always adorned with a colorful clip or ribbon that bounces as she walks through the halls, letting everyone know she’s there. Amy is often lost in her thoughts as she goes about her day. Amy’s curiosity is boundless; she believes there is a mystery around every corner of the school, just waiting for her and her gang to solve.

Max is the skeptical one in the group. He’s practical and grounded, often questioning everything someone presents as a mystery. Max balances the team’s dynamics with his muted strength, sturdy build, and calm demeanor. Although he’s skeptical at first, Max learns to trust the bond with his friends, relying on their support and guidance when they don’t know what’s happening around them.
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Mia Torres – The Chaos Enthusiast

Personality: Bold, energetic, and always up for a challenge, Mia thrives on excitement. She jumps into every mystery headfirst, whether she has a plan or not. She’s known for her smirks, quick comebacks, and the way she always finds trouble—sometimes on purpose.

Strengths: Quick thinking, fearless attitude, and an ability to talk her way out of (or into) any situation.

Weaknesses: Sometimes acts before thinking, which leads to unnecessary chaos (but she loves it).

Role in the Team: The first to rush into danger, the one who thrives on adrenaline, and the one who absolutely will not let a mystery go unsolved.

Chip Monroe – The Mischief Master

Personality: A walking disaster and a genius of nonsense, Chip loves turning every situation into an adventure. He has a habit of celebrating before the team even solves the mystery, and his curiosity knows no bounds—if there’s a button, he will press it.

Strengths: Great instincts, quick on his feet, and surprisingly good at spotting patterns (even if he disguises it as goofing off).

Weaknesses: Loves trouble too much, gets distracted easily, and sometimes causes more problems than he solves.

Role in the Team: The comic relief, the unpredictable wildcard, and the guy who somehow accidentally finds important clues while goofing around.

Together, Mia and Chip bring an extra layer of chaos to the Young Investigators—whether they’re actually solving mysteries or just making them more ridiculous.

If you need someone to turn a normal case into a full-blown adventure... they’re your team.

On many days at United Middle School, the four friends find themselves in the middle of a mystery. Some days, they walk into the school building, and Mr. Thompson calls them over right away, saying, “Hey, something is happening; we need you to solve it.” Principal Thompson is a kind-hearted man with a sense of humor, and he has taken to calling them the Young Investigators of United Middle School. So, whenever there is a problem at the school, a mystery to be solved, or an incident that has occurred, he calls them into his office with a twinkle in his eye and asks them to look into the situation and see what is happening. Principal Thompson relies on their sharp minds and determination to understand what is going on in the school.
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The Case of the Vanishing Trophies
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Chapter 2: The Case of the Vanishing Trophies
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It started as a normal day at United Middle School.

And then—

BAM!

The cafeteria doors slammed open, and a panicked seventh-grader sprinted inside.

"THE TROPHY CASE IS EMPTY!"

Silence.

Then—

Mia and Chip exchanged knowing looks.

“Well. That’s new,” Mia said, smirking as she leaned back in her chair.

Across the table, Jake dropped his fork with a sigh. “No. You two do not need to be involved.”

Emily glanced up from her book, one eyebrow raised. “He is right,you know.”

Arms crossed, Jake shook his head. “When you two get involved with us it is  never simple.”

Amy practically vibrated with excitement. “You say that, but we all know you’re going to let them help.”

Next to her, Max groaned, pushing his tray aside. “Why does this school never have a normal week?”

Mia stood, already energized by the unfolding mystery. “Alright, team. Let’s investigate.”

Chip grinned and shot a fist in the air. “To the trophy case!”

Jake muttered something about this being a terrible idea.

And yet... he followed. Because, of course, he did.

By the time they reached the main hallway, a crowd had already gathered in front of the trophy case. Or what used to be the trophy case.

Now, all that remained was empty glass.

No plaques.

No medals.

Not even a speck of dust.

Mia let out a low whistle. “Whoever did this was efficient.”

Beside her, Chip shook his head in admiration. “That is next-level stealing.”

Jake stepped closer, frowning as he studied the display. “How do you even steal everything without anyone noticing?”

Emily had already flipped open her notebook. “Good question. Let’s gather some clues.”

Amy gasped, clutching Max’s arm. “Maybe they were taken by trophy-loving ghosts!”

Max rolled his eyes. “Or, you know... a regular human criminal.”

Jake turned to the crowd. “Did anyone see anything?”

A hesitant sixth-grader raised a hand. “I walked past here last night. Everything was fine then.”

Emily jotted the note down. “So the theft happened overnight.”

Mia ran a hand along the case. “And the glass isn’t even broken.”

Chip nodded. “Which means the thief had a key.”

Jake groaned. “Please don’t say we’re dealing with an inside job.”

Amy gasped, clutching her notebook to her chest. “Ooooooh! A double agent thief!”

Max dragged a hand down his face. “I already hate this.”

Emily flipped to a fresh page. “Okay. First suspect—who has access to the key?”

“ Let’s start with Janitor Bill.” Jake suggested.

Mia’s eyes gleamed. “ yeah Let’s start with the janitor.”

Chip smirked. “Ohhh, this just got good.”

They found Janitor Franklin in the storage closet, sipping his morning coffee like it was the only thing keeping him alive.

“Hey, Mr. Franklin!” Mia greeted, flashing her usual mischievous grin. “Quick question—where’s the trophy case key?”

“Mia, can you at least let us young investigators take lead? “ Jake inserted
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