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Introduction 

The Legacy of Henrietta Lacks 

Few individuals have influenced modern medicine as profoundly as Henrietta Lacks, even though she never lived to see the extraordinary impact of her contribution. Born in 1920, Henrietta was a young African American woman, wife, and mother whose life was tragically cut short by cervical cancer in 1951. During treatment at Johns Hopkins Hospital, samples of her tumor cells were collected and later used for research. What made these cells remarkable was their ability to survive and reproduce indefinitely in laboratory conditions, something scientists had never successfully achieved before. 

These cells became known as HeLa cells, derived from the first letters of Henrietta Lacks’s first and last names. What initially appeared to be a routine scientific 

investigation soon became one of the most important breakthroughs in biomedical history. For the first time, researchers had access to a continuously growing human cell line that could be studied, shared, and used in laboratories around the world. 

Over the following decades, HeLa cells became an essential tool in countless scientific discoveries. They contributed to vaccine development, cancer studies, genetics research, infectious disease investigations, drug testing, and many other areas of medicine. Millions of lives have been touched by treatments, technologies, and medical advances that were made possible, at least in part, through research involving HeLa cells. 

Henrietta Lacks's story is therefore more than a scientific story—it is also a human story. It highlights the contributions of individuals whose lives


















