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Children are naturally curious about the world around them, and
 curiosity is a powerful motivation for reading. Studies show that
 informational reading is critical to success in school. National
 Geographic Kids Readers allow you to feed your children’s interests
 and create readers who not only can read, but also want to read!

To sustain children’s excitement about reading, we have created a
 special program called NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS SUPER READERS.
 As kids read each National Geographic Kids Reader, they cross
 off its picture on a free National Geographic Kids Super Readers
 poster that parents can download from natgeokids.com/superreaders.




Throughout the process, kids and parents go to the website and
 download specially designated prizes that reward their effort. Kids
 can have even more reading fun online, with lively book-related
 activities, quizzes and games, fascinating excerpts, and sneak
 previews of upcoming books.

The National Geographic Kids Super Readers program appeals to
 kids’ love of accomplishment while providing them with incentives
 to keep reading. When the reading experience is fun, children learn
 more and achieve more. What could be better than that?

Sincerely,




Mariam Jean Dreher

Professor of Reading Education

University of Maryland, College Park
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For the Mossey girls —L. R.
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Author’s Note

The word “archaeology” comes from the Greek word
 arkhaios, which means “ancient.” Archaeology became
 a field of scientific study about 150 years ago. But people
 have been digging things up for thousands of years.
 They wanted to understand the mysteries people before
 them had left behind. One mystery that still hasn’t been
 solved can be found on Easter Island (or Rapa Nui),
 Polynesia, pictured on the title page. Long ago, people
 there built about 900 giant stone statues called moai.
 Nobody knows how or why the islanders carved them.

On the table of contents page, the artifact pictured is a
 Native American arrowhead.
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Have you ever wanted to travel back
 through time? Discover lost cities? Or
 find a sunken ship filled with gold?
 Treasure hunters do it all the time in the
 movies. And lots of times, their characters
 are archaeologists (AR-kee-OL-uh-jists).




A team of archaeologists works at
 Nunalleq in Alaska, U.S.A. They’re
 searching for objects from the Yupik
 people from the 1660s. More than
 2,500 objects have been found.
 There may be many more.







[image: ]

In real life, archaeologists go on these kinds
 of adventures, too. But these scientists
 aren’t treasure hunters or time travelers.
 They are more like detectives—their job
 is to solve mysteries. Their mission is to
 understand how people lived in the past.




ARCHAEOLOGIST: A scientist
 who studies objects to learn
 how people in specific times
 and places lived
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Many Egyptian pharaohs were
 buried in the Valley of the Kings.




Archaeologists solve mysteries about the
 past by looking for clues. These clues can
 be objects that people made and used,
 called artifacts. Clues can also be letters and
 documents, or buildings people lived in.




But clues aren’t always easy to find. So,
 archaeologists study old maps and read
 ancient stories. They also look at photos
 taken from space. This helps them spot
 possible sites they can’t see from the ground.
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What do you call
 a fake artifact?




An arti-fiction.




In 1922, British archaeologist Howard Carter went
 to Egypt. He studied the landscape and watched how
 it changed when it rained. This led him to the most
 likely places to find long-buried tombs. And in one
 of those places, he discovered the most famous find of
 the 20th century. Carter found the 3,000-year-old tomb
 of Egyptian pharaoh Tutankhamun, or King Tut.




ARTIFACT: A portable object
 made or modified by humans

SITE: Any place where there
 are remains of human activity
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